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U.S. Lifts Veil of S
Battered La@fzﬁm Base

! [Erom Tribune Wire Service]

LONG CHENG, Laos, Jan. 19|,

—The United States today lifted
its 10-year veil of secrecy from
this strategic Laotian govern-
ment base while bitter fight-
ing raged around it.

Newsmen were given an
American-sponsored look for
the first time of the bhat-
tered stronghold  where the
V. 8. Central Intelligence Agen-
¢y had trained, advised, and
paid Meo irregulars for the
last decade.

Military spokesmen said gov-
ernment , troops had dislodged
guerrillas from much of the
five-mile-long skyline. Ridge ov-
- erlooking the base, and ex-
pressed optimism the base
wonld be secure within a few
.days.

Fire on Helicopte.\'

However, the chartered heli-
'copter that brought newsmen
to the base came under mortar
fire from Communist positions
only a mile away as it landed
on .the central part of the
ridge. .

Acting defense minister,
Prince Sisouk Na Champassack,
flew to Long Cheng. He said,
““the situation is much better.
now.” Sisouk had said two:
weeks ago that he did not
know whether govelnmentl
troops being hesieged by North1
Vietnamese guerrillas could|
hold on to the base 80 miles |

t 200 MILES | CHINA

BAN(‘KDK

lar forces at Long Cheng, said
the guerrillas had lost about
8,000 men in and arcund Long
Cheng. However, he said gov-
ernment troops had suffered
heavy losses when the Commu-
nist poured in more than 6,000

‘rounds of 130 mm artillery the

last three weeks.

Government forward forces
still were in a eyeball to eye-
ball confrontation with North
Vietnamese who had threatened
-and attacked the base since
capturing the strategic Plain
cof Jars, 20 miles to the north.

Heavy Resistance Told

Sisouk said, “We are still
mecting heavy resistance on the
skyline.”

American planes were attack-
ing guerrillas along about one-

fourth of the ridge and rifle|

fire crackled as soldiers moved
thru heavily damaged buildings
in the town of Long Cheng. Gov-

ernment units were carrying |
out mopping operations in Long:

Cheng town against groups of
North Victnamese infiltrators.

Pao expressed optimism the
base and the town of Long
Cheng would be completely
secured within a few days.
However, it appeared unlikely
that Americans would be able

i to move back soon any of their
'I'secret equipment into Long

Cheng.
U. S. Equipment Moved

The equipment included
some sophisticated crypto-
graphic machines. It was re-
moved to the rear weeks ago.
Many buildings on the base
and in the adjacent town of
Long Cheng have been leveled.

Maj. Chanh led four battal-
ions in an assault on the guer-
rillas ‘on the ridge Sunday. He
told newsmen there had bheen
hand-to-hand fighting.

Chanh said his base had suf-
fered 28 killed and 69 wounded.
at “Charlie Whisky,” a high
ground from where he directed
the assault.

A runway at the base stxll

*lwas not in use by U. S. or

Laotian planes.

STATINTL

ecrecy at

“We think it is stlll service-
able but we don't want to risk
losing a million dollar air-
plane,” said a 1. S. official at

Long Cheng. He said the air-’

strip still was threatened by
North Vietnamese guns.
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- 'The Nixon Administration on Jan. 19 finally lifted the veil of secrecy that shrouded
operations in Laos of the Central Intelligence Agency during thé past quarter of a century. v
But only a peek was allowed the journalists in Laos granted permission to approach Long
Cheng, and the peek was accompanied by the usual U.S. briefing that attributes every

. advance by patriotic forces to ‘‘North Vietnamese.”

Thus, a United Press Interna-
tional dispatch datelined Long
Cheng purports to describe the
fighting for this ‘*‘stronghold
where the U.S. Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA) had trained,
advised and paid Meo irregulars
for the past decade.”

But the dispatch is full of ref-
erences to “North Vietnamese”
troops, mortars, 130-mm guns,
and “infiltrators.”” No mention is
made of the Pathet Lao, the strik-
ing force of the Neo Lao Haksat
(Laotian Patriotic Front), al-
though repeatedly throughout that
past ten years foreign newspaper-
men and foreign diplomatic of-
ficials who have visited the lib-
erated areas of Laos have re-
ported no evidence of the pres-
ence of North Vietnamese forces.
_ On the contrary, their reports
have detailed the remarkable de-
fensive and offensive power of

aries are attempting to recapture
the base. :
Other developments

Other developments relating to
the Indochina war; ~

1 — TASS reports that at a
press conference in Hanoi, the
information bureau of the Neo
Lao Haksat on Jan. 18 accused
Thai authorities of violating the
Geneva Agreements on Laos and
with cooperating closely with the
CIA in carrying out the aggres-
sion in Laos. Correspondents were

shown captured Thai uniforms,.

documents, identification cards
and personal effects. The Lao
spokesmen charged that Thailand
has been turned into a U.S. air-
base for raids on the Indochina
countries and for training mer-
cenaries and Lao puppet troops
for the aggression against Laos.

- Chemical warfare reported

2— The Kao San Pathet Lao

the indigenous forces, tempered N€WS agency re.porFed .!an. 1.8 that
and strengthened through Fr)nore Muongkham_ District in Xiengk-
than two and a.half decades of PoUan Province was repeatedly
fighting against French and Jap- © aided .b-".' U.S. Anhrf_o.r ce plapes n:
anese colonialists and so-called 1971, kxl_lmg S0 civilian resxdent:s
“special forces” and Thai mer- of the village of Bantong, 40 resi-
cenaries trained, equipped and 9ents of Bano and another 100 in

armed and commanded by the CIA other villages and hamlets. It said
“Base captured by Lao ‘hundreds of peasants had been

‘The UPI dispatch of Jan. 19 re- Poisoned by chemicals sprayed by

L o U.S. planes on Dec. 17, 1971.
ports fighting inside the CIA - ’
base, declaring that “its fate was o 3 — President Ton Duc Thang

still in doubt.” f the Democratic Republic of
The Neo Lao Haksat announced Y1¢tnam sent a message to Prince

on Jan. 17 that its troops had over- SOUPhanoveng, chairman of the
run Long Cheng and captured the. ¢ Lao Haksat, expressing full

" stronghold. - ) : solidarity with and suppdrt by the
The UPI report, quoting CIA Vietnamese people for the strug-

puppet commanders, places these 1€ of the Lao people. .
commanders on Skyline Ridge 4 — P“bhc?mf? by the . New
overlooking the base and on high Yorker Magazine” of an article by

on the same day, of another 100 :
civilians in Mikhe village, is re-
ceiving widespread attention
throughout the world.

The Pentagon has freed all per-
sonnel implicated in the Songmy
massacre except Lieut. William
Calley, who is at liberty at an
Army base at President Nixon’s.
personal order. —~

French speak out

5 — At a press conference in
Tokyo,  Maurice  Schumann,
French minister for foreign af-
fairs, declared his government
and people dislike *‘Vietnamiza-
tion™ and see an agreement rec-
ognizing the Vietnamese people’s

right to self determination as the
only way to achieve peace in Viet-
nam. )

6 — In Saigon, according to a
Liberation press agency’ report
relayed by TASS, the secret police
of the Nguyen Van Thieu clique
have seized Huinh Tan Mam,
leader of the South Vietnamese
students’ movement and chair-

“man of the General Union of Stu-

dents of Saigon. The agency said
Huinh Tan Mam was seized while
on his way home from school on
Jan. 5, and that all attempts. by
students to locate him at police
stations and prisons have proved
futile.

7 — The U.S. Airforce stepped
up raids in Laos and South Viet-
nam Jan. 19, and the U.S. Com-
mand said the heaviest B-52
raids in two years had been di-
rected against installations of the
liberation -forces -in the Central
Highlands of South Vietnam. The
U.S. Command also claimed a
U.8.F-4 missile-firing jet fighter
had shot down a North Vietnam-

; . h ymour Hersh that the U.S. De-
ground adjacent to the ridge, in- ) . .
(g!icating tﬁ'at the Neo Lal; é:k ;:t fense Department’s secret report ese MIG-21 over North Vietnam.

claim was correct but that the °" the Songmy massacre on About one-third of the U.S. B-52
ed@wr
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, ; - - troops of 347 civilian volvedin the raids.
Meo tribesmen a‘nd Thai mercer- women, old men and children, and ~~ :



as

_He Tqi!s

LONG CHENG, Laos—Maj. Chanh
had just recounted his losses—28
. killed and 69 wounded. Then an ene-
my mortar round burst into his po-
sition and he became the 70th.

That's the way it was Wednesday
~on "Skyline Ridge," as correspon-
. dents made their first visit to this

key base and its environs. Built in
1961, Long Cheng was long a secret
base because of the presence of large
numbers of Central Intelligence
Agency workers.

The ridge, rising sharply 2,000 feet
out of Long Cheng Valley, has been
a battleground for the past week in
one of the most vicious fights of the

. Laos war, The North.-Vietnamese

seized the ridge a week ago, and
"since then the troops of fabled Meo
Gen. Vang Pao have been battling to
get it back. He is assisted by Ameri-
“can advisers, calling in waves of
bombers.

Much of Long Cheng base in the
valley has been evacuated as the en-
emy continues to pound it with long
range artillery, The airstrip—for a
decade the most important in north
Laos—cannot be used until the ene-
my is driven off Skyline Ridge. "Sa
he won't be looking down our
throat," the talkative Vang Pao ex-
plained. _ o T )

An air of confidence is returning
al Vang Pao's headquarters. More

than half of the four-mile-long ridge
is back in friendly hands. -

- But a big fight is still continuing
- on Skyline Ridge. Our Air America
chopper spirals out of the valley and
hwrriedly drops us on "Charlie
Whiskey," the high point in the cen-
‘ter of the ridge, - o
" Maj. Chanh commands
Group Mobile 30, with
gbout 700 men strung out
“for more than a mile in
holes dug by. hand or
.formed out of bomb crat-
ers. :
‘Until 12 days ago, Chanh
had his troops in an easy
ob "near Vientiane, the
.g,ao administrative capital
‘fabout 80 miles to the south

of Long Cheng. . :

LThat Chanh's unit could
transferred to the em-

Ettled Long Cheng ridge-

L0S ANGELES TINES
Approved For Release 200/0/(%?1 dﬁ’bl%?Rngo_mo

¢ Mortar Fire Hits Laos Major ~
of Toll at K

.i T+ %, BY JACK FOISIE ‘. L
: T Tmes SaH Writee | - 0 Tt

hlso the importance at-
tached to this northern
ptronghold just below the
Plain of Jarsi In past
vears, regional comman-
ders refused to turn over
{heir troops to help Vang
Pao. Laotian elite despise
him because he is a Meo
tribesman and a former
French army sergeant,

Troops Encouraged

Chanh, a paratrooper, is
too busy to spell his long
Jast name. He moves
among his men, cheering
them up. His troops took
"Charlie Whiskey" -with
the losses Chanh de-
scribed. He points out
where the enemy is dug in
on the next ridge. He
looks concerned about his
visitors. .

"They mortar us about
very 10 minutes,” he ex-
plained. "That is why we
are so well dug in.*

Sure enough, without a
whirl of warning, there is
a smash close by. A boy-
soldier {we learned later he
is 14) is splashed with

" shrapnel. He wraps a shred

of parachute silk around
his head and plods off to
see the aid man.

There is another smash.
This time it is Maj. Chanh
who suffers a minor-head
wound from shrapnel. Lao
soldiers do nof wear steel
helmets. :

American planes are *

overhead dropping sup-
plies. The chutes are red,
blue and yellow, to desig-
nate what is being dropped
— ammunition, food and
water, special needs. After
several days of such air
drops, the ridge is as color-
ful as a quilt, for the silk
is snared by the troopers
for bedding.

In Long Cheng Valley
itself, four miles long and
a mile wide, there is somé
activity again. American

choppers swoop down to

o soldier

ey Base

.abandoned.
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hut wipeout of enemy sni- Thai arlillery in the area
pers. Large American but ‘we are not shown
transport planes circle them. : '
overhead to drop suppli_es. The Lao point their ar-
The bright sunshine tillery in different direc-
bounces off the tin roofs of tions and fire one gun-at a
a thousand. hut§%}\(h10h- time, much to the distress
once’ housed. familics of of their mass fire advisers.
Lao fighters but are now They are firing now at a
] . . ridge they previously
There is evidence of held. When enemy pres-
hasty evacuation of the sure became .too great -a
base as we chopper into few days ago, this artillery
the valley for a brief and battery was evauated hy
cautious look. Bombs and American "hook" helicop-
napalm pods have been ters based in nearby Thai-
left behind. The wood and /land. - :

stone houses of CIA per-,
sonnel have been looted.
The wreckage of a plane
leaves an ugly scar.
Standing serene and un-
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KEY BASE — Long
Cheng, long secret be-
cause of ClA presence. -

. Another base is Ban Son.
Times map

molested on a small knoll
in the valley is a Buddhist
temple, its fading paint
still able to glow when
struck by the sun.

We chopper over to an
artillery base west of Sky-

Spacious Quarters

Back to the Vang Pao
headquarters we fly, It
overiooks Long Cheng and
is housed in a spacious
home built for the Lao
king so he could see war
activity in comfort. Now
the windows in the house
‘are broken by the concus-
sion of shelling.

Vang Pao, in a nonmili-
tary bush suit, snorts
when asked: if the enemy
will try to regain Skyline
Ridge. :

"He will try, maybhe for a
month. more," Vang Pao
said. "But we have hurt
him bad, maybe 8,000 dead
or wounded. He will no
have Long Cheng."

- -Other sources of casualty
figures ‘are not so high.
Both sides have lost many
hundreds.

.« , Outnumbered

Vang Pao has about 3-
000 men for the immediate
defense of Long Cheng. It
is believed he is outnum-
bered by the North Viet-
namese about two to one.
The enemy troops are still
pressing forward but with
less gusto in the past sév-

s

“line Ridge. It is known as eral days. B-32 and other

Firebase Thunder and is American and Lao bomb-
rustic compared to Viet- ers have hurt them.

namese war standards,
There are four large

American guns, -mannéd

Long Cher 1 B B - 50001-2
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By CRAIG R, WHITNEY
Speclal to The New York Times

LONG TIENG, Laos, Jan. 191
--The long-secret military base
maintained here by the United
States ~ Central Intelligence
Agency. to help Laotian irregu-
lars ‘battle the North Vietna-
mese is badly damaged and has
been put out of effective ac-
tion by the Communists even
“though the Laotians have re-

occupied most of a high ridge|

that commands it.

- The United States and Lao-
’tian Governments lifted a 10-
ear veil. of .secrecy. from the
ase - and allowed a group of
Tewsmen to charter a helicop-

ter ‘today to land on it and

observe military operations.
Long Tieng came under heavy

attack on Dec. 31 by a North
Vietnamese force of 6,000 to
9000 men,

.The base consists of a mile-
long paved runway, with re-
loading facilities and stores of
bombs for the small Laotian
T-28 bombers, ‘a complex of
‘communications buildings at
either end and a large cluster
of villages that housed 30,000
*civilians before the attack be-
lgan and they fled. By Jan. 12
‘all this was in imminent danger
.of falling to the largest North
Vietnamese attack ever
Jaunched against it.

r By that time the C.LA. and
the Laotians had moved most
‘of their electronic and recon-.
aissance equipment from the
base. _

= Since then, however, a force
of about 6,000 Laotians has re-
taken most of a key position
on what is known as Skyline
'Ridge, overlooking the base
from the north. Included in the
force are perhaps 2,000 of the
Meo tribesmen for whose clan-
destine operations the base was
originally built and 1,000 Thai
“volunteers,” in -addition to
pegular Laotian troops.
é;_jD'espite the advance atop the
ridge, the helicopter that car-
tied reporters and some United
States officials to the central
part, of it came under mortar

Approved For Rqﬁé&%‘é’,

. stone pinnacles that dominate
' the eastern end of the base.

officials said they estimated

(‘ IA AzdedLaos Base Hthard

attack from North Vletnamese
troops only a mile away.
Sporadxc sniper fire ricocheted
in the deserted streets of Long
Tieng and made it unsafe for
planes to land there.

" High-ranking American offi-;
cials, who acceded to requestsi
for the visit to the base on con-
dition that they not be identi-
fied, said the Laotians had
suffered at least 600 killed,

“NORTH
EOO%AEJ-NAM//

%

The New York T«mes/Jan 20, 1972

wounded or missing in the con-
tinuing conflict around the
base.

Maj. Gen. Vang Pao, com-
mander of the military region
and of the Meos in the C.IA.-
supported irregular forces, was
ebullient today as he was call-
ing in American and Laotian air
strikes ‘on North Vietnamese
positions on the craggy lime-

He quoted casualty statistics
that appeared to be wildly op-
timistic—8,000 of the enemy
killed—but he is usually either
elated or despondent. American

that North Vietnatnese casual-
ties had been heavy and might
have reached 600 to 700 killed
in the current fighting, the
heaviest in Indochina at the
moment.

At the general’s headguarters
on a hill overlooking the south
side of the Long Tieng com-
plex, a handful of young Amer-
icans in civilian clothes were
planning B-52 raids on the Com-
munist positions around the
base.

A visitor on a wide-ranging!
tour encountered no Americans|
in ground combat anywhere® onl
or near the base. But the skies;
were Tilled with American)
planes—cargo aircraft droppmg}

SO B

.{C.LA. and the Laotians by thei’

charter line Air Amenca-——plus
occasional United Ststes Air
Force jet bombers from Thai-

Official Explains Change

A ranking American official,i
asked to explain why reporters’
jwere suddenly given a guided
itour, replied: “This is a North
Vietnamese invasion of Laos,
and there’s no point in keeping
you people from seeing it for
yourselves. This year they've
brought in a lot more troops,
heavier equipment, and showed

STATINTL

more determination than they. .

ever have before—for what po-
litical objective I just don’t
know.”

Both the Americans and the
Laotians here—the Laotians
have made the defense of the
spectacularly beautiful moun-
tain valley their primary effort
by bringing troops from all
over the country—expect the
North Vietnamese drive to
entensify.

In the steep, trackless
jungled hills to the north the
North Vietnamese are believed
to have moved 6,000 to 9,000
first-line combat troops across
the Plaine des Jarres. Théy
have used powerful artillery
with a 20-mile range to com-
manding advantage.

Usable but Cluttered

The attacks have halted in
the past two days, but fear of
them prevents the Air America
planes from landing on the air-
strip, which is still usable bat
cluttered with ordinance for the
T-28’s, which now operate from
Vientiane,

Some of them were dropping
cluster bombs—antipersonnel:
devices that break into small
bomblets and explode like fire-
crackers—on remaining Com-
munist positions at the south-
ern end of the valley.

The North Vietnamese have
also been harassing the Laotian
forces that have been driving
them out of bunkers on the
ridge by firing mortars at them,
mostly at night.

Two mortar rounds aimed at
a helicopter landing position
wounded three Laotian sol-
diers; 28 have been killed and
almost 70 wounded in the
action there this week.

One of the wounded was a
boy who was struck in the head
by a piece of shrapnel. He said]
he was 14 years old but was
part of the. regular Laotian
armed forces. He was flown out

much at mght,” he said.
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k By Holger Jensen

B

was a_CIA basenowisa
, ghostwvly being
- reduced to rubble by
North Viotnamese arlil-

lery.

~ The ridgetop aboxe it
.is a holocaust of bomb
-strikes and incoming
* mortars.

For seven days, out-

_numbered Laotian gov- |

‘ernment troops support-
ed by American air pow-
er- -have been batlling
.Communist-led forces
for control of this val-
ley, 78 miles north of Vi-
entiane.

The outcome still is in

- doubt.

. “Sniper fire echoes in
the ruins of abandoned
hoxes and offices that
still bear “Happy New
Year” signs. Automatic
weapons chatler when
government troops en-
gage small bands of in-
filtrators in house-
{o-house combat.

A man can’s tell
where the fire is coming
from unless he is hit.

_~+~Heavier fighting rates
en the bomb-cratered lu-
‘nar landscape known as
Skyline Ridge. Laotian
tropps have dislodged
the enemy from their
fortified bunkers on the
ridgetop, but they must
ce.'ndure constant mortar
fire and repel periodic
_counterattucks _

. Once so top secret
that. it did not appear on
maps, Long Cheng is a

, secret no more.
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LONG CHENG (Laos)
- (AP) — What once-

But it reigains a sym-
bol of U.S. involvement
in the Laotian war and a
focal point in the higgest
dry = season offensive
ever launched by North
"Vietnam in this land-
locked country.

Tour miles long and a
mile wide, the Long
Cheng Valley served as
a Central Intelligence
Adency listening post in
the mountainous and
military region.

it was headquarters
"for Gen. Van Pao’s
army of tough ClA-
supported Meo iribes-
men jrregualrs and a

refugee camp for 33,000
Meo civilians escaping
the enemy’s annual in-
cursion into the Plain of
Jars.

The valley floor is lit-
tered with villas and vil-
lages, military com-
pounds bristling with ra-
dio antennas, refugee
hovels and a hillside:
house belonging to Kin
Savang Vathana.

There is an -air strip
where fixed-wing air«
craft no longer land ha-i
cause of enemy fire.

The refugees were
evacuated last week aft-
er the Communist com-*
m and s unprecedented

" 72-hour attack that cap-
tured the Plain of Jars
~and the resulting ad-
vance southward by the
;-Communist troops o

ng

here .Tan.

Major fighting eruvpted
12, and Thad
mercenavies and Royal
Laotiain reinforcements
from other military re-
gions were flown in last
\und'w These rein-
forcements, along with

air strikes. helped avert
the immediate fall of
Long Chen.

Yesterday, the U.S.
Embassy in Vientiane
agreed to let newsmen
visit Long Chen if they

“would pay to charter Air

America planes and hel-
icopters.

They were greeted by a
host of Laotian generals
watching the war from
the king’s villa and con-

- ferring with a number of

unidentified Americans.
Some of the Ameri-
cans wore civilian
clothes. Others were
armed and wearing
camoutlage fatigues.’
Under the agreements
they could not be photo-
graphed or named. nor
could their respective
government agenciss be
disclosed. .
Sipping peach juice.’
Gen. Vang Pao greeted

- vigitors warmly and told

them Long Cheng had
been hit by 6624 enemy,
artillery rounds in the
past three weeks. lHe

S T T W

claimed his forces had

won “a great victory
We killed 8000 and

wounded 6000 to 70C0.”

At the same time,
Vang Pao claimed his
forees suffered 16 dead
and 85 wounded.

Body bags lying onthe
airport runway back at ’
Ban Son and large num-
bers of bandaged gov-
ernment troops raised
doubts about his siatis-
tics.

vang Pao also insisted
he had 8000 troops fight-
ing in the Long Cheng
area.

The Americans here
said it was more like’
3000. They estimated en-

emy strength.-at 3000
and said 500 to 600 prob-
ably had been killed so
far.

Vang Pao. insisted:
“The enemy cannol take:
Long Cheng.”

But he addul “They

_ will try until February.

They have suppxles for

one month and in small:
groups they are strond

We can hold thun ufl



Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CiA-RDP80-01661

ST R

'Newsmen /Mé@%bed

BT R Al

B N -

80 JAN B2

E’O Visit @Efé lme

i .’ ByD.E. Ronk '; R
g 8pecial to The Washington Post } i

'VIENT}ANE Jan. 19—In
an unpreccndented move,
the U.£. mission to Laos
today allowed a selected
group of journalists to visit
the long-secret Central In-
telligegce Agency base at
Long Cheng.

The 14 journalists were
the first ever authorized {o
visit the cmbattled head-
quarters of the Mco 1roops
of Gen. Vang Pao and their
CIA advisers.

‘Ravking CIA personnel
here were reported to have
suggested, the trip over the
objections of others in the
U.S. mission.

‘Preparations for the flight
to the base 80 miles north of
here were conducted in
tight secrecy to forestall a
rush by journalists applying
for seats on the plane,

Left Out

The original list of those
authouzed to go left out two
major dailies and an inter-
national news service,

The Agence France Presse
correspondent here charged

.that he had been discrimi-

nated against, saying that he
had requested permission to
visit Long Cheng long be-
fore most of those selected
to make the trip. He
charged that some reporters
who had not even asked to
visit the base were invited
in® a Dblatant attempt to
repay articles favorable to
the U.S. mission here.

The Washington Post was

not on the original list but -

after a protest, this writer

was offered a seat on the

plane.

Sought After

. Norman Barnes. director
of the U.S. -Information

Service in Laos, refuscd to
comment on chardes of fa-
voritism,
some 30 journalists are in
Laos covering the Pathet
Lao-North Vietnamese of-
fensive against Long Cheng
and that only a limited num-

ber of airplane seats were‘

available,
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but noted that °

A visit to Long Cheng is
one of the most sought-after
press trips in Indochina be-
cause of past U.S. efforts to
keep the base’s existence a
secret. Until Tuesday night
all requests were routinely
denied.

U.S. spokesmen ‘in Vien-

tinne have consistently said
the base was a Royal Lao-
tian government base, and
referred requests to Laotian
officials. These officials, in
turn, have redirected re-
quests to the CIA represent-
ative here.

The location of the base
in a mountain valley sur-
rounded by hostile forces
has made unauthorized vis-
its almost impossible. Those
who have made their way in
by plane have been de-
tained, questioned and re-
turned to Vientiane on the
next flight with hardly more
than a glance at the base.

During the first half of
the 1960s, U.S. officials de-
nied that the base even ex-
isted. Later a very few jour-
nalists were allowed to visit
under extremely restrictive
“ground rules.”

Secret Briefing ‘

The newsmen authorlzed
to make today's trip were
first given a secret briefing’
outling rules for reporting
on the visit. Highly reliable
sources said Tuesday that
the group would be briefed
at the base by Hugh Tovar,

first secretary of the U.S.

embassy who has been iden-

- tified by ‘Radio Pathet Lao
_'as the CIA station chief for

Laos. :
Knowledgeable

STATINTL
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Two thdories are current
here about why the visit was
finally authorized.

“Little -remains at Long
Cheng since last year's near
collapse, so there is nothing
to see, really,” a former U.S.
official said,

Another American - close:
to Long Cheng's activities
said continued pressure
from journalists and pessi-
mism about Gen. Vang Pao’s
chances of holding out had
icd to the decision to “get it
out of the realm of a black
(clandestine) operation.”

The former official added
that ““Long Cheng long ago
ceased to be the most impor-,
tant base in Laos, Try get-
ting into Nam Yu.”

Nam Yu, according to relx-
able U.S. sources. is located.
near Ban Houei Sai, 210
miles northwest of Vientiane
near the Chinese and Bur-.
mese borders., It supports a
number of clandestine oper-:
ations, including sending in- *
telligence teams of moun-
tain tribesmen into northern
Laos, southern China and
eastern Burma. - .

/

sources -

here said that every effort
has been made to keep CIA*

advisers now directing Long
Cheng’s defenses away from
the visiting journalists.
Highlv reliable sources here

"said that at least 20 “para-

militarv” advisers described
as “America’s answer to the
mereenary” are now in Long
Cheng. - P




- "‘ ~\-, ~. ) v'w:!"' ;f :.x. | , ; ‘.(-3 g
" By Jack Foisie N

""" Los Angeles Times

LONG CHENG, Laos, Jan.
.19—MaJ Chanh had just re-

coutited his losses—28 killed
and 69 wounded. Then an
enemy mortar burst into his
position and he hecame the
‘seventieth.
"+ 'That is the way it was
‘Wednesday on  “Skyline
-Ridge,” an escarpment ris-
‘ing sharply 2,000 feet out of
Jong Cheng Valley which
has been a battleground for
‘the past week in one of the
..most vicious fights of the
J.a0os war., -

- The North Vietnamese
seized the ridge a weck ago,
and since then the troops of
Meo Gen. Vang Pao have
been battling to get it back.
:He is assisted by American
‘advisers, calling in waves of
‘bombers. :

" Much of Long Cheng base
-in the valley hds been evac-
‘nated as the enemy contin-
iues to pound it with long-
f range artillery. The airstrip
t-—for a decade the most im-
‘portant in northern Laos—
cannot be used until the
enemy is driven off Skyline
TRidge. “So he won’t be look-
ing down our throat” the

- talkative Vang Pao ex-
plained.

An air of confidence is re-
furning at Vang Pao's head-
‘quarters, More than half of
«the four-mile-long ridge is
.back in the hands of progov-
' qakl;pmqnt troops.

_ WASHINGTON POST
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[A Laotlan government
spokesrnan said in Vientiane
that - Laotian ° government
troGps had recaptured all of
Skyline Ridge, UPI reported.
Gen. Thongphan Xnocksy,
spokesman for the Defense
Ministry, - said the govern-
ment troops were sweeping
the eastern crest of the
ridge, which was captured
Tuesday, to dislodge the re-
maining North Vietnamese
forces from bunkers and
trenches.]

Supplies Dropped

In Long Cheng valley it-
self, four miles long and a
mile wide, there is some ac-
tivity again. American chop-
pers ‘swooped down to the
valley floor to drop off Lao-
tian soldiers for a hut-by-hut
wipeout of enemy snipers.
Large American transport
planes circled overhead to
drop supplies.

The bright  sunshine
bounces off the tin roofs of
a thousand huts—now aban-
doned~—where the families
of Lao fighters once lived.

As we fly into the valley
for a brief and gingerly
look, we can see evidence of
hasty evacuation of the
base. Bombs and napalm

.pods have been lcft behind.

The wood-and-stohe houses
of CIA personnel have been
looted. The wreckage of a
plane leaves an ugly scar.
Standing serene and un-
molested on a small knoll in

the valley is a Buddhist tem-
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ple, its fading paint still
able to glow when struck by
the sun.

But the big fight is on
Skyline Ridge. Our Air
America helicopter spirals
out of the valley and hur-
riedly drops us on “Charlie
Whiskey,” the high pointin
the center of the ridge.

‘Group Mobile 30’

Maj. Chanh commands

“Group Mobile 30, with
about 700 men strung out
for more than a mile in
holes dug by hand or
formed out of craters.
. Until 12 days ago Chanh
and his troops had an easy
job mnear Vientiane, the
country’s administrative
capital 80 miles to the south
of Long Cheng.

That Chanh’s unit could
be transferred to the embat-
tléed Long Cheng ridgeline
indicates improvement in

Laotian unity as well as the -

importance attached to this
northern stronghold just
below the Plain of Jars. In
past years, regional com-
manders refused to turn
over their troops to help
Vang Pao. Laotian elite de-

spise him_becguse .he.is. a.

ik ws
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Meo trlbesman and a former
French Army sergeant.
Chanh, a- paratrooper, is
too busy to spell his long
last name. He moves among
his' men, cheering them up.
His “troops took “Charlie
Whiskey” with the losses
Chanh describes. He points
out where the enemy is dug
in on the next ridge. He
looks concerned about his
visitors. :
“They mortar us about
every 10 ‘minutes,” he ex-’

plained. “That is why we are
so well dug in.” -

Boy Wounded :

Sure enough, without a-
whirl of warning, there is a
smash close by. A boy-sol-
dier (we lecarned later he is
1%4) is splashed with shrap-
nel, The boy wraps a shred
of parachute silk around his
head and then-plods off to
see the aid man.

.There is another smash,
Th1s lime it is Maj. Chanh
who suffers a minor head-
wound from shrapnel. Lao
soldiers -do not wear stcel
helmets. .

Vang Pao has about 3,000
men for the immediate de-

fense of Long Cheng. It is .
believed that the North Viet-
namese outnumber his men
#ibout two to one. The Ha

'noi directed troops are still
‘pressing forward, but with
léss gusto in the past sev-

eral days. B-52 and other
American and Lao bombers -
have hurt them

d - -iai b e
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~US. Era af Long Che

. - By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Y . .  Special to The Star
LONG CHENG' — An era
has come {0 an end here. What
was once a thriving American
Jbase coordinating the ground
and air war in north Laos and
housing one of the most active
American intelligence ' com-
munities overseas is deserted
and partly wrecked.
_ Signal derricks stand shorn
.of their sophisticated commu-
mications aerials. Stone bar-

_ racks blocks and sandbagged
houses * stand empty. Equip-
ment is littered all over a case
of unused windsocks, gleaming
chromium pipe fittings, sym-
bols of American plans for

reater comfort. Trays of un-
used aerial bombs stand on
asphalt which is pocked and
;ripped by Communist long-

.range artillery.

“- The air operations center is
burned to the ground. Filing
cabinets peer from wreckage.

Nervous Meo and Lao troops-

-wander through town firing
hursts from their Mi6 rrifles,
nervous of small groups of
North Vietnamese troops who
slip in here each night and
hide, only to bhe rooted out
_-again during the day. One sol-
‘dier comes from the American
compound clutching a table

Jamp and a copy of Time mag--

;azine. N ‘
f And perhaps most symbolic
-of the great change, the Amer-
“jean press corps is here after
being excluded except for a
privileged few for 10 years.
.. OF course, the Americans
_could come back here if the
Vietnamese are driven further
away. American helicopters
still ‘land on this strip bring-
ing food and ammunition to
allied troops while U.S. jets
and Lao T28s hammer the
Vietnamese positions 2,000
yards from the airstrip. But a
full-scale return of Americans
is unlikely. X
. “Tt will never be the same
again here,” an American offi-
cial said. “The Vietnamese
were right into Long Cheng a
week ago and I am not sure
‘the government will be able to
drive them back all the way
again to make Long Cheng a
safe proposition for all con-
cerned.” .
* The Vietnamesc assault of

bems the. hegPMRD PSR

* for this base.
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~ News Distorted

The Vietnamese last Satur-
day. were in possession of all
the eastern Skyline Ridge
looking straight down onto
Long Cheng. Their sappers
were inside Long Cheng town,
which clings to the Skyline's
southern lower slope and even
onto Long Cheng runway.

It is obvious the American
briefers in Vientiane.were dis-
torting the news in saying
Long Cheng had not yet fallen
when in fact it had last week-
end. Briefers were able to do
this without actually lying be-
cause the press lacked knowl-
edge of the terrain. American
briefers completely omitted
the "fact the important ridge
north of Skyline and its air-
strip was abandoned many
days ago by government
forces leaving everything
north of Long Cheng’s run-
way in enemy hands.

Eyewitness accounts here
say the North Vietnamese at-
tacked the key Skyline Ridge
in broad daylight. The fighting
began when a water gathering
party of Lao bumped into the
Vietnameseinfantry when
they came up the steep slopes
and a desperate firefight de-
veloped, clearing the Lao from
‘a series of helicopter pads

- along Skyline.

Vietnamese apparently came
up the Long Chen side of
Skyline and the Lao fought
their way out, taking heavy
casualties.

The Tide Turns

Sunday the tide turned in the
allies’ favor. After air power
had hammered Skyline East,
turning it from a smiling
green Nill into a yellow cra-
tered moonscape of rock and
stones, an-extremely gallant
assault was. launched by Lao
irregular infantry. Across the
bare saddle on Skyline the
Lao, using granades and small
arms, took Charlie Echo,
Charlie Whicky and Charlie
Alpha helicopter pads but the
North Vietnamese even now
are clinging stubbornly to
Charlie Tango, the last pad in
their possession. .

* Maj. Chanh, the Lao com-
‘mander in position on Skyline
who led the- assault, told me,
“] knew .we were Wwinning

-

ny . gone,

e R T e

Chanh Injured )

Chanh said 28 of his meh
were Kkilled and 63 wounded
mounting the steep bare slopes
of Charlie Whisky. Standing on
Charlie Whisky, Chanh said,
“We are still being shelled;
every 15 minutes we get two
or three rounds.” As he turned
away. and walked up the hill,
Communist sheil landed,
wounding Chanh slightly.in the
back of the head.

Gen. Thao Ly who is over-all
commander of the Lao irregu-
lar strike division, admitted
the fighting and continuous
shelling here on Skyline is tak-
ing a heavy toll. He said his
irregulars had suffered 208
casualties since the first Viet-
namese assault against the
helicopter pads along Skyline.
After he said this, a soldier
crept out of a trench shaken
and bleeding from a slight
head wound when another
Vietnamese shell arrived.

A third round came in just
over the general’s radio aerial
and burst a few yard behind
on a Skyline slope dropping
toward the town,

Gen. Ly believes the North
Vietnamese are quietly rein-
forcing their troops, holding
out 300 yards along the ridge
east of Charlie Whisky on
Charlie Tango, while harass-
ing the Lao troops along the
ridge with shellfire to keep
them from making another
rush and clearing the east end.
of Skyline.

North Vietnamese shells oc-'
casionally dropping on Charlie
Whisky seem aimed particu-
larly at U.S. helicopters com-:
ing in and are intended to
cause maximum casualties to
troops unloading choppers or
to hit a chopper. Below Sky-
line on another slope near Lao
King Savang Vatthana’'s emp-
ty house, which like Skyline is
also part of the Long Cheng
complex, the Meo commander
Gen. Vang Pao, is putting
maximum firepower on Sky-
line East and on positions
northeast and southeast, of the
Long Cheng runway.

Every few minutes the gen-
eral.calls in U.S. and Lao air-
strikes on his radio. Beside
him he has a 4-foot telescope.
Peering through it he spots
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the valley below skyline. He
ranges a 4.2 mortar on them
“then calls in an airstrike.
There is a series of flashes
and smoke, Looking through
the telescope afterward I can
see nothing moving.

Vang Pao says there have
been B32 strikes north of Sky-
line to hit enemy concentra-
tions and logistics lines.
Despite all this firepower
some American officials think
the major Hanoi attack on
Long Cherg is yet to come,

“The . Vietnamese are get-
ting their stuff together now,
then they will attack again,
“an American official” said.
“The North Vietnamese are

holding the east end of Skyline
waiting for relief.”

Other U.S. officials think

Hanoi has shot its bolt against
Long Cheng. - ’

The former opinion would
seem correct. There is no
doubt North Vietnamese are
still around, as at dusk their
long-range artillery fires again
at Long Cheng. The North Vi-.
etnamese are regrouping,
waiting favorable weather,
then they'll come again the
Lao general staff watching the
battle here believe.
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.S, Expanding Role in Laos
Despite Curb.as War W

orsens

HA ,‘?Tlmes Staff Writer - -

PAKSE, Laos—American partici-

pation in the Laos war continues
to expand despite congressional bans

on spending and other limitations -

imposed by the State Department
and the Pentagon. :

As the war worsens here, it is the
character of the Americans—from

~ Ambassador G. McMurtrie Godley in

Vientiane to the refugee worker
here—to work harder-at trying to
save the situation. ‘

While new ways to bend the bans
and stretch the limitations have
_been devised, the basic rule that no
organized American ground combat

- units can get involved in Laos con-
tinties to be observed.

But everything short of putting in
American infantry is being done to
help the reeling Royal Lao Army.
This backup, formerly carried out
clandestinely, is now performed in
the open.

"All the secrets have been exposed
in congressional investigations or

by you-reporters” I was" told.
*There's npthing left to hide."
. Pakse is a case in point. A year ago
a reparter arriving by Lao commer-
. cial plane or crossing from Thailand
was spurned by Americans and
sometimes ousted by the Lao milita-
ry. Now a correspondent finds the
military more. relaxed and
~ Americans friendly and cooperative.

There are 31 Americans: living
here and involved, in one way or an-
other, with helping Gen. Soutchay
Vongsavanh and = his 5,000 Lao
‘troops fend off the North Vietnam-
ese, who have been steadily ad-
vancing since mid-December and
are now only 20 miles fpom,Pakse.
* The military advisers—known in
‘Laos as "attaches"—wear the green
fatigue uniform, but most other
Americans are in mufti. :

A good number of them are pilots
who fly light planes and spot targets

the .

for bombers, These pilot-

spotters are known - as
"Ravens,” and "Raven
House" in the evening has
all the camaraderie qf

young professional milita-.

ry men who recount the
adventures of the day and
think not of the risk to-
MOTTOW. : A

The air war in support of
Laos troops is small-scale
in comparison with the
"big air war" waged by
Thai-based American jets
bombing the Ho Chi Minh
supply network in eastern
Laos. But it can still mean
death for the "Ravens."

During the past 21
months, 18 American
planes "based in Laos"
have disappeared while on
combat support missions.
These include 10 "Rav-
ens," while the others are
CIA - chartered transport
planes or helicopters
{flown by Air America or
Continental Airways pi-
Jots. Twenty-eight persons
have died in these mis-
haps. |

Guerrilla Teams

Another role performed
by Americans in Pakse
still is somewhat secret.
Former military men
work wth Lao guerrilla
teams. They continue to
masquerade as members
of the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development
mission in Laos, despite a
W ashington announce-
ment that this association
with AID would be ended
and the longstanding AID
policy of not being in-
volved in military opera-
tions would be restored.

A military adviser to the
Lao forces must have in-

" finite patience. For years

.Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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that artillery is best uti-
_ lized when fired one gun
at a time, and all the per-
suasion of Americans ad-
vocating mass fire has had

little effect here .on the
Pakse front. '

An exception to the
" usual lethargic Lao soldier
.is the Lao pilot of the
"Mighty Mite" fighter-
bomber, a2 converted
American propeller-driven
training plane.
Once flown by American
or Thai pilots, the "Mighty .
Mite" air force now ap-
pears to be all-Lao here.
The pilots fly with the zest
of all airmen, even though
their bomb loads are puny
by comparison with Amer-
ican jets, which often on
their way back from
mbing the trail save a
ocket or two to ‘fuse in
close support on the Pakse
front. ‘
11,000 Refugees
The conventional AID
‘program continues in
southern Laos, despite the
prospect that the enemy
may overrun Pakse and
reach the east bank of the
Mekong River,

A $1.5 million.expansion
of the Pakse airport is
nearing completion, A
new. dirt strip for aircraft
has been built on the west
side of the Mekong as a
fallback position.

But mostly the AID
team here, headed by
Louis Connick, is occupied
with finding new land for
the 11,000 refugees who
have fled from the agriculs
tural-rich Boloven Plateau
to the east of Pakse, an
area now entirely occu-
pied by the North Viet-
namese.
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By Richard E Ward

As the Lao Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao) forces
continue their offensive in several strategic regions_of
Laos a victory of unprecedented proportions for the
liberation forces appears to be a certainty.
¢ In itself this will be a major setback for the Nixon

administration’s mad design for “victory™ in Indochina,
but there is a strong possibility that a U.S. debacle in
Laos may.well be the prelude of the American Dienbien-
phu in Indochina:

Never before has the U.S. posture in Indochina so
Llo.scly paralleled that of the French on the eve of their
defeat in" 1954, Since the beginning of U.S. armed
aggression 'in  Indochina, American strategists have
scoffed at analogies with the French humiliation in
Indochina. But history has shown that the U.S. with far
. greater manpower and material resources has done worse
“than the French.

This appears to be what is happenmg today.. The
Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-
nam offered the U.S. a realistic, honorable solution for
ending conflict in Victnam in the seven-point peace plan
put forward by PRG Foreign Minister Nguyen Thi Binh
last July. However, the U.S. has not even deigned to
answer it 16 the present day except by escalatmg the
military struggle, by pushing its “Vietnamization™ and
“pacification™ programs in South Vietnam, stepping up

the air war throughout Indochina-and attempting to

strengthen the puppet forces in Laos and Cambodia.

Cambodia almost liberated

In the meantime, the pro-U.S. forces in Cambodia
suffered devastating defeats and by the end of 1971, the
Phnom Penh army began dxsmtegratm a process which

is now acceluatmg Despxte the B- 525 the C-119
punships and other deadly U.S. military hardware used
to support the Phnom Penh forces, Cambodia is four-
fifths liberated apd, according to the latest reports, the
pro-U.S. Cambodian troops are throwing down their
guns and fleeing en masse from the combat zones.

While the Cambodian collapse was in progress, the
Pathet Lao liberation forces continued their offensives
which have reached the point where the CIA’s army in”
Laos is retreating at every point. where resistance is
being offered, and the mercenary and puppet army,
whicl
is bc

Casual observers of the situation in Laos used to
describe the struggle there as a “*secesaw’ battle. During
the dry season Pathet Lao advances were conceded, but
‘it was generally assumed that these gains.were reversed
during the wet season by use of U.S. air power
supporting the CIA forces. However, this was not the

" real picture,

For many years the facts of the Laotian struggle were
concealed from the American public—the sysiematic
U.S. bombing of Laos which began in May 1964 and the
huge ClA-directed military operations on the ground.
Lven more important was the incorrect portrayal of the
military picture as a seesaw. U.S. airpower did cause the
liberation forces to abandon some of their territorial
gains, but it was not generally recognized that these were

. strategic retreats with losses of less significance than

were annually inflicted on the pro-U.S. troops. While the
CIA army was being ground to pieces, the liberated.
zones of Laos was being expanded and consolidated with
the progressive elimination of CIA-mercenary bascs from
the liberated areas.

Since 1968, at least, it can be said that the tide had
clearly turned and each year Pathet Lao gains were far
grealer than wet season advances of the pro-U.S. forces.
In March 1968, the liberation forces in Laos overran an

“impregnable™ U.S. base on a mountain-top at Pha Thi
in northern Laos, about 16 miles from the North
Vietnamese border. The Pha Thi installation: contained
sophisticated radar equipment used by the U.S. to direct
American planes to targets in North Vietnam. On one
‘day liberation forces scaled the mountain’s vertical face
and theé following day the base was completely annihi-
lated with most of the personnel killed, wounded or
taken prisoner. More than falf of the U.S. Air Force’s
technicians on the base were killed, losses admitted by
‘the U.S. only two years later.

While the U.S. has sought to use Laos as a stratogu,
base for supporting ils military operations against
Vietnam, it hypocritically complains about North Viet-
namese “intervention” in Laos. :

Massive bombing

After the 1968 bombing halt over North Vietnam,
the U.S. shifted the bulk of its aircraft to attacking Laos
in a vain effort to stop the advance of the liberation
forces, which have remained on the offensive to the
present day.

During the summer of 1969, the U.S. attempted a
desperate move, to retake the Plain of- Jars which had’
been part of the liberated zone for years. Peaceful
villages, whose inhabitants were prospering under the
liberation administration, were obliterated by U.S.
bombs. Thousands of the inhabitants who were unable
to gain refuge in-other liberated areas were forcibly |
seized and taken by U.S. aircraft to internment campsin
the occupied zone. The commander of the CIA merce--
narics, Gen. V'mg Pao, moved into the empty plainand.
proclaimed a great victory. The U.S. transported equip-
ment and reinforcements to the plain for several months.
But when the Pathet Lao gave battle during the winter
of 1970 Vang PPao’s forces were smashed and retreated in
panic even though they had all the air support they
could use.

The Pathet Lao victory on'the Plain of Jars was one
of their greatest viclories up lo the time and was
followed by important advances in the south at Suravane
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- - Thailand .

At feast two U.S. B-52 bombers were damaged
on Jan. 10 when guerrilla sappers with satchel
charges attacked the giant U.S. airbase at Utapao,
about 90 miles south of Bangkok, where some
6000 U.S. personnel are stationed. The informa-
tion was supplied by Thai military spokesmen. At
press time U.S. military authorities were still
refusing to divulge any information on the raid.
The attack came shortly after a visit to Thailand
by Gen. Creighton Abrams, who reportedly was
trying to persuade the Bangkok regime to send . ’
more Thai mercenary troops to boister the CIA's /
decimated army in Laos. The Thai rulers are said
to be reluctant to send more troops to Laos
because of the growing strength of revolutionary
forces in Thailand itself, .

In a recent repoct on the Thai revolutionary

c : movement in the Far Eastern Economic Review,

Arnold Abrams wrote: “The guerrilla front has
slipped southward through the mountains to the
edge of Thailand’s vast central plain. Largely
unnoticed by followers of Thai affairs, and -
unkncwn to the Thai public, advance guerrilla
elements have inoved into the southwestern
section of Phetchabun: a significant geographical
junction where the northern mountains meet the
sentral plain.”* :
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forces have been driven west-

; ISSAID TOSTIEFEN ¥ s, amesicn ovr

— ars here say they see no indi-

FATIPE : " sation that the‘, Communist of-
‘Enemy Is Reported Under fensive is having the desired

. effect on Premier Souvanna
i Pres&urelat Long Tieng  phouma and maintain that it

! —— -will mf)tlsucceed unless Long%
. Tieng falls. o3
/7 By CRAIG R. WHITNEY “We think now that we may; ¥ ="~

;1 Specialto The New York Times have some chance, probably a
.+ VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan. 18— little less than 50-50, of holding
North Vietnamese troops who them off,” one American ob-
have been staging attacks in server said. But others said
‘the Long Tieng area of north- there were no plans at present
ern Laos since New Year’s Eve to repone the base, even if its
are reported to have been en- position is saved, and there is
.eountering increasing pressure the beginning of a suggestion
In recent days from the Lao- in official circles here that the
tian defenders. . "American strategy of bolstering
- Most of the fighting has been yaotian forces with guerrillas
on a high two-mile-long ridge hacked by the Central Intelli-.
overlooking the American-sup- gence Agency is proving inef-!
ported base, aé]d there the Lao- fective. i
tians were said to be advancin . . e
slowly, trying to drive thg Laotian Air Force Assisting -
enemy out of bunkers in the °~ “Air power is about the only!
central part of the ridge, thing keeping them going now,”:
* [Gavernment troops have one source said. In addition to
;retaken nearly 500 feet of the B-52’s, the Americans are
" the ridge in heavy hand-to- operating C-134 gunships and
hand combat, United Press F-4 Phantoms from bases in
-International, quoting mili- Thailand and the Laotians are
tary sources in Vientiane.] dropping American bombs with
- Involved in the fighting at their 40-plane air force. .
Long Tieng are about 6,000 Most supply and troop trans-
North Vietnamese who began port missions for the Laotians
their attacks on the base after are performed by charter planes
havin completed a sweep across flown by Air America from
the nearby Plaine des Jarres Vientiane and Thailand. One of '
to the northeast. these planes went down a few.
. The defenders—about 4,000 weeks ago for unknown reasons
Meo fribesmen in irregular in northern Laos in an area . .
- units, regular Laotian forces where 20,000 Chinese are build-;
and.about 2,000 Thai volunteer ing and defending a road from’
soldiers paid indirectly by the the border toward the Mekong
United States Government— Rjver.’ . )
have been supported by bomb- * Anpther small Air America '
ing attacks from United States plane “took fire” several days
B-52 aircraft. The Thais were ago gver the same area while
said to be manning artillery it was dropping leaflets in an:
positions in support of the Lao- effort to solicit information,
tians. : about the lost transport, an
- ""Alrstrip Under Enemy Fire American official said today.
With the base under con- But he could not say wheth-

y p g ir from
tinued enemy fire, the 5,000- &f the ground fire came
foot airstrip is said to be usable Chinese troops defending the

; road or from pro-Communist
:{‘%.J;{ rk;:élcop ters and only Pathet Lao forces in the moun-
“‘Most Americans here think taitous area, which is com-
that the swift North Vietna. Pietely under Communist con-
mese atack across the Plaine 10k American planfelzs are "?1"
des Jarres and against the main mal:ly foil?x%deg to by °Velfnfi f_
Governmen military stronghold T92¢, WHIC f as_t cen e
B Long Tieng is an effort to construction for two years. ;| .
crush the American-supported
rregular forces and alter the:
political balance between the
Government and. the Commu-
nists decisively. If this suc-
ceeds, it is felt, the Government
of Prince Souvanna Phouma
‘may be forced to tell the Amer-
icans they may no longer bomh! .
the principal Communist infil-: ) :
trattion routes through south- -
ern Laos into South Vietnam
and Cambodia.- .
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Demands grow for Viet peace

Both the Italian and French peace committees have stepped up ac-
tivities in support of the Indochinese people’s efforts to end the U.S.
aggression in their countries. The French Peace Committee called for
world support of the conference, scheduled in mid-February in Versail-
les, to mobilize international public opinion against the Nixon Govern-
ment’s **‘automated warfare™ against the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia. In Rome, a meeting of the National Italian Peace Committee
on Jan. 16 adopted a call to all peace partisans to expose the U.S. ag-
gression. The meeting was followed by a demonstration of thousands of
Italians demanding an end to the U.S. aggressnon

In Indochina, the CIA ‘‘special forces” in Laos attempted to re-
capture the big base of Long Cheng, but were hurled back. Fighting con-
tinued around Pakse in southern Laos. In Saigon, President Nguyen Van
Thieu's puppet commander Lt. Gen. Ngo Dzu said he expected a heavy
offensive by liberation forces at Tet, which begins Feb. 15. Gen. Dzu
said his troops would have to have reinforcements.
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In the Laos
Disaster,

A Crisis

 For Nixon

L . By Nasrollah S Fatenﬁ

|y TNDER THE HEADING “The Unreported |

; War in Laos Could Become a New Viet-
inam,” it was reported in this column last

. 0ct. 19: “Seldom has the Senate of the

; United States been so disturbed and dis-
itressed as in the case of the secret war

' waged in Laos by. the ClA, . This war, which
~ - has never been reported’to the public or au-

: thorized by the Congress, is run in most re-
: speets directly from the American embassy
*in Vientiane.” :

The North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao
“during the last four weeks have driven the
:Meo and Thai forces from the Plaine des
Jarres and-the Bolven plateau and at this
lime are attacking Ban Nikh, a key govern-
ment position in the south, and Long Tieng,
the strongest center of the CIA and Meo-Thai
forces in the north. The 32,000-man Meo
army of General Vang Pao is now reduced to.
: fewer than 5,000 and the 7,500 Thai volunteers
. have disappeared. At present more than 80
per cent of the country is occupied by
“Chinese and North Vietnamese.

: The Chinese have occupied the northern
part and are building a new road toward
, Park Beng on the Mekong. This new road
'puts most of northern Laos under Chinese
domination. The number of Chinese. troops in
the northern area is close to 25.000. The con-
centration of antiaircraft and associated ra-
dar installations along the road, which is now
tspreading to central and southern Laos,
- mnakes this area one of the most heavily de-.
; fended in Asia. The Uniled States air com-

.
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* They also want to present President Nix-

« . on in Februdary with a Laotian government
ready to ask the United States to withdraw

from Laos. The recent election of the nation-

- al assembly in the cities under CIA control

- mand in Indochina has declared this area off .

- limits to United States aircraft. _

i rptHE NORTH VIETNAMESE are capable
: Tof attacking both Vientiane and the Roy-.
“a1 Capital. The number of Pathet Laos and
"North Vietnamese forces is close to 200,000,
. Many observers of the Indochina scene at the
. United Nations believe that the North Viet-
_namese at this time do not want to take over
" Laos. Their

« succeeded in blunting their aggressiveness.

shows that the people of Laos are tired of

"war and bombs. Voters turned against old

members who support war and defeated 60

- per cent of them. The eclection showed a

deep-seated dissatisfaction with war and a
yearning for peace at any price.

The other reason for this attack is to se-
cure a free corridor through the western

“reach of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, alrcady pro-

tecied by antiaircraft and surface to air mis-
siles.

" PERSONALLY BELIEVE that the

North Vietnamese attacks in Laos,
Cambodia, and South Vietnam have the com-
plele support of Communist China. Its pur-
pose is to embarrass President Nixon during
his visit to Peking, to weaken his bargaining
position, and to present him with a fait ac-
compli. In addition the Chinese are trying to
prove -that Washington’s whole Indochina
strategy, from the invasion of Cambodia and
Laos to the continuous bombing of the Ho Chi
Minh Trail and the intensive bombing of the
north and Vietnamization, has been a dismal
failure. . ’
- For three years the CIA has trained,"
armed, clothed, and fed the Laotian army. It
has organized at a cost of more than $100
million a year the irregular forces of General
Vang Pao, the Meo cormander. This irregu-»
lar army was larger than the Royal Lao
army. Its cost, according to the Scnate For-
eign Relations Committee, has tripled in the
past two years. .

At present there is no effective central
government functioning Laos. The United
States provides not only for all of Laos's de-
fense needs but for day to day salaries and
the cost of the government. .

The total budget of the Laos government.
on paper is $36.6 million. The estimated ex-
penditures of the United States in Laos surs
passes $700 million. E

WHATEVER be the speculations as to the
- future, two points are very clear -at
this juncture: .

® As long as there is no seftlement in
Vietnam and the war is continued, Laos-and
Cambodia will remain a hostage available to-
the Chinese and the North Vietnamese. At
the same time the area under government.
control shrinks steadily, the dost to the-
American taxpayer increases, the number of
refugees and desiroyed villages and towns

* soars, and the whole area plunges into chaos. ;

¢ The North Vietnimese with the support;
of Chinese and Sovie! arms have again out-:

T M aid T RA i o T S 1mo006001500012

- of bombs in Indochina since January 1969 has 4% med offensive yet, in order to show that alli

""“"'STAT_INTL

our human sacrifices, $200 billion ‘of expendi-)
tures, and ten years of military effort have®
changed very little in southeast Asia. These
and many other thoughts will haunt Presi-
dent Nixon between now and his visit to Pe-!
king. My ardent prayer is that both the Pres--
ident and Professor’ Kissinger be aware of
the maze of Oriental diplomacy which has:
bewildered, confused, plagued, and destroyed
some of the greatest diplomats and states.-
men. . '

Any adjustment, settlement, and arrange-’
ment for the future of Asia must be based on
a realistie, just, and enduring peace. :

Dr. ‘Nasrollah' S. Fatemi is Distin-
guished Professor of International Af-
jairs and director of the Graduate Insti-
tute of International Studies at Fugir-
leigh Dickinson University.
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4 By D E. Ronk
- * Bpeclal o The Washington Post

VIENTIA'\*E Jan. 17—Most) There appears no questlon‘
informed observers in thisithat the government holds!
capital are frankly amazed attLong Cheng and its troops are
the Laotian army’s contmumgl making headway in establish-
will to fight after being driven | ima better control of the sur-
from the Bolovens Plateau dur-| rounding terrain. !

ing what .was the heaviest| Tpe situation at Long Cheng
fforgggt ever faced by Laotian ' poinaing grave, however, with
‘They are also amazed at the . UPwards of 15,000 enemy
success this week of Gen.:troops’ with heavy weapons
yang PtaOS \Iefi Tlllalldlrrf“’u-‘maneuvering through the val- e
ars in tenaciously holding on ; )
to a l5square-mile aroa: leys and gorges against the es
around the CIA base at Long ; timated 9,000 Meo, Thai and
Cheng, 80 miles north of here. .Lao troops attempting to hold
At last report from the U.S.. the valley and 1ts defensxve
embassy in Vientiane, thei 'networh T, ,
Communist drive to wrest con- : o : .
trol of Long Cheng from Vang :
Pao’s Meo tribesmen and his .
CIA sponsors appears to be .
slackening after Laotian re- . .
serves and reinforcements;
took the offense in hand-to-,
hand fighting to regain tacti-:
cal control of key terrain.
Skyline Ridge, a 10.000-yard
strip of high ground along the
north rim of Long Cheng Val-
ley, has been the center of
Laotian efforts for the past
three: days, with Gen. Vang
Pao’s troops attemping te plug
enemy infiltration routes into
the valley. )
Sources here say the Meo-
Thai forces are doing well and
that a major infiltration route
through the ridge at its center
has been retaken. Laotian:
troops are continuing east-|
ward against an enemy battal-i
jon still on the ridge and'
.threatenmg the valley.
Although about 150 enemy
infﬂtlatms remain in Long |
Cheng Valley, it is in progov-|
ernment hands, U.S. sources
. say.
Late last week the Commu-
nist Radio ‘Pathet Lao an-
nounced ' capture of Long
Cheng village by its forces
and claimed its flag was flying
in _the valley.
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'New

ew attacks may cast
‘embarrassing shadows

- North Vietnam’s leaders, what-

ever we may think of them, are
resilient and not lacking in shrewd-
ness. They are aware of the threat
President Nixon’s Peking visit
poses to their. success in South

Vietnam. And they riow have man- .

aged, -after so many defeats in
battle, to launch another offensive
,—one which may prove embarrass-
" ing to the President as he prepares
to meet with Mao and Chéu En-lai.

- The offensive began about two
weeks before Christmas, as North
Vietnamese regulars attacked sud-
denly and with massive force the
Plain of Jars in Laos. They were
opposed by native forces supported
by American arms and CIA advis-
ers, which proved 1o be more
of a match than the hapless Cam-

. bodians to the south. The attack
- was the biggest and swiftest

- launched by Hanoi in the long his-
tory of military contest for the
Plain of Jars, which has changed
‘hands every year in the last 10,

‘A few days later, an equally
heavy attack was mounted on the
south of Laos, it too meeting with
quick and decisive success.

The purpose of the attacks
~868108. 1o have been the clearing of

A% T

'
]

W

the Ho Chi Minh trails. And, with

the help of a newly aggressive air
force of Mig-21 fighters and sur-
"face-to-air missiles, Hanoi seems
.10 have achieved its objective. The
heaviest American bombing of the
war — including that of North Viet-
nam — has been unsuccessful in
countering the enemy drives.

As a result, North Vietnam will
soon be prepared to attack strongly
somewhere in South Vietnam. The
attack could come in one of several

areas, but U.S. predictions are that .

the Central Highlands will be the
field of battle. There Hanoi’s troops
can be well supplied and have the
least worthy South Vietnamese op-

position — defense forces.consid-

ered the most lackluster of all Sai-
gon’s troops.

The attack’ may never come.
Hanoi may still be thwarted. But
the probability is that it will, and
that it will meet with at least
limited success. That prospect is
not one which President Nixon can

- relish. For it would place him in a

weaker bargaining position both in
Peking and Paris, and possible cast
such a shadow on the efficacy of
his Vietnamization program as to
revive the war as a major issue
at home. . :
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NOTHING TO STOP ENEMY

~ Reds Near Laos River Town =

. BY JACK FOISIE
Times Staff Writer

¢« PAKSE, Laos—The war

iz closer to this Mekong

.River town in southern

Laos than ever before.
‘Both the Lao govern-

. ment troops and their U.S.

supporters seem resigned

that if the North Vietnam- -

ese want to push all the
way to the banks of the
Mekong in this region,

‘nothing is going to stop

them.

~ As in northern Laos, the

North Vietnamese force

‘moving toward .Pakse—

some 3,000 men—started

" §tg annual dry season of-
fensive carlier than in past-
years—and the push is

stronger. 4
The enemy recovered all

-of the strategic Bolovens

Plateau with the taking of
Paksong on Dee. 27. They
advanced farther toward

Pakse with the fall of Ban -
Nhik, a week later. Now .
- the "front" is only 20 miles
-away.

"There - have been

ambushes on the road

. _NORTH
VIETNAM

BOLOVENS
XJ

B}N" OFAX SONG

NHIK pLATEAU

C

. CAMBODIA
Ve

within 12 miles of town.

' Doubis Showing
The-signs of doubt that
the Royal Lao Army can
hold are beginning to
show. Since Paksong fell,
11,000 new refugees have
streamed into town to es-
cape the North Vietnam-
ese. C

the west side of the Me-

-kong in this lower reach of

the river where it is not
the border with Thailand.

A thin slice of Laos 'lies‘tq N

the west. .
On New Year's Eve a de-
clsion was made to eva-

Many see safety only on -

THREATENED ——With
.plateau- in Red control
following fall of Pak
Song, front is now only

20 miles from Pakse,
o Times map

cuate all foreign families.
Fifty-three women,. chil-
dren and nonessential
men, mostly Americans,
were flown out. About 35
U.S. military, Central.In-
telligence Agency’ person-
nel, aid workers and oth-
ers remain.

. Those who carry on are
realists. 'One of the civili- -
ans long in Laons exnlain~ !
why he had his "bug-out

LG S Lt

7S TINES

bag" all packed:
"The Laos army in this
area has never improved.

" Its leadership is shattered

by. politics and corrup-
tion'is as bad as anywhere
in Laos. The troops don't
want to fight and have no
faith that they can."
"There are a few Ameri-
cdns who helieve that this
is still 2 Yo-Yo war. They
note that Paksong also fell
to the enemy last Aay,
" causing Pakse families to
be evacuated then also.
Last year the North Viet-
namese did not drive
farther west. The rains
came and Lao troops
walked back into Paksong
and - staved  until -their
latest withdrawal.
Peking Visit
"What may have
changed the game plan,” a
pessimistic American offi-
cial said, "is. President
Nixen's upcoming visit to
Peking, and also that this
is a presidential election
ear." !
There is the assumption
-that the North Victnamese
want to occupy as much of
Laos as possible. Should
the Nixon visit to Peking
result in Chincse pressure
on Hanoi in some way.
Hanoi's leaders would
also like to saddle Mr, Nix-
on with .defeats in Laos,
Cambodia and Vietnam
and so cause him political
problems at home and
abroad: — dimming his
chances for reelection.
1t is also believed here
that the North Vietnamese
would like to cut Highway
13 between Pakse and the
Cambodian-- border, and
use the Mekong River,
which parallels the road,

STATINTL

as another route for sup-
plying Red units in Cam-
bodia. .

The faulty condition of
the Lao army in the south;
after more than a decade
of U:S. assistance and ad-
vice; can only be explained
in terms of the divisive-
ness and immorality in
Laos. :

The war here is being
fought in what amounts to
a fiefdom of the Champas-
sack family, itself divided
but with its leader being
bumptious Prince. Boun
Oum. He sneers at his fel-
low princes of other fami-
lies, The national govern-
ment of Premier Souvan-
na Phouma, also a prince,

- as a result gives the dth
Militaiy Region (southern

Laos) & low priority.

It is believed that Prince
Boun Oum, should he be
driven across the Mekong,
would prefer to salvage
the west side sliver of his
domain by seeking the
protection of Thailand

‘rather than remain under

the nominal banner of the
Vientiane .government,

The Champassacks, com-
posed of many half-broth-
ers through various liai-
sons of the clan members,
feud among. themselves,
but one or another con-
trols, or takes a cut, of al-
most all trade and trans-
portation in southern
Laos. .

1t is well known that be-
fore North Vietnamaese
troops began to dominate
the war in the south, the
Champassack army had its
"arrangements” with the
Pathet Lao insurgents, s0
that both sides survived
with minimal fighting.
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Lao Irregulars Gain Groun

L

In Important Ridge Battle

‘- By TAMMY ARBUCKLE

L8 * Special to The Star

“. VIENTIANE — Lao irregu-
*lars and North Vietnamese in-
~fantry have been fighting at
rclose . quarters along Skyline

! Ridge overlooking the U.S. Air -

.Force and CIA base at Long
i Cheng 75 miles north of here
~in the past 72 hours, well-
;informed military sources say.

Lao forces advanced about
200 yards at a cost of 5 dead
and 22 seriously wounded
‘against an estimated rein-
!forced battalion of Vietnamese
‘dug in on bunkers along 4,000
yards of the 10,000 yard ridge-
line.- :
Thirty Vietnamese were
killed in this action, sources
.said. ‘

f

. Skyline Ridge is the key to -

" ’the Long Cheng Defense. The

North Vietnamese seized all .

but the western end Friday
and infiltrated into
Cheng valley through a gap in
the center.

* 1.S. air and Lao strikes —
including, according to Lao
military sources, a B52 strike
north of Skyline which fright-
cened allied troops because of
dts closeness to them — ham-

"Approved For_ReIeasé 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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mered North Vietnamese posi-
tions.

The B52 strike prevented the
North Vietnamese from rein-
forcing its units.

Following the strikes Lao ir-
regulars with U.S. advisers 6n
the ground, attacked and took
the center of the ridge Satur-
day, stopping North Vietnam-
ese infiltration Into Long
Cheng.

A U.S. Embassy spokesman
said no Americans were killed
in the action.

U.S. sources said the Ameri-
can ground advisers are ‘“‘case
officers” concerned with oper-
ational and logistic command
of the Lao irregulars.. .

J’_T_hese sources saiq the

L R A R e ma e £7 N

. U.8, spokesman,

Americans were mnot in the
forefront of the infantry com.
bat, but were stationed well
back, observing the fighting
and calling air strikes.

These advisers are contract
personnel employed by the
CIA. They are armed with pis-
tols and submachinepuns as
are most Americans here in
Laos where Communist sol-
diets can appear suddenly at
any airstrip intthe Mco hill
country.

Although Hanoi still controls
the eastern 4,000 yards of the
ridges, American and Lao hel-
icopters still are able to land.
‘‘at some risk,” according to a

IZRE TN e vt L Loi

d ' STATINTL
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~IVIENTIANE, Jan. 15—An
American cargo - plane was
heavily damaged, apparently
by Chinese antiaircraft fire
while flying over northern Laos
this morning, highly rcliable
sources here say. The pilot
whs seriously wounded.

/ ~An Air America C-123 on a

; leﬂaﬂet dropping mission over
a-road being built by Chinesc

engineers in Laos, 175 miles

northwest of Vientiane, was
hit by Chinese air defenses
along the road, the sources
say, wounding at least two of!
the plane's crew including thci
pilot, _

The sources said the plane’s
crew was dropping leaflets|
over the Chinese road. 'I'he]
leaflets offered a substantialj
reward in gold for information|
leading to the location of}
wreckage and occupants of an-i
other Air America C-123 lost
_last month in the area and
possibly hit by Chinese
groundf{ire.

Chinese Fire Hits
Plane Over Laos |

By D. E, Ronk
" Bpecle] to The Washington Post

over Laos is considered some
of the most hazardous in the
world by seasoned pilots.
Flying over the Chinese road
is considered ‘almost suicidal
sources say. A

“Normally the air space
over the Chinese road is
strictly “off limits” to Amerl-
(can planes, official sources
‘here say, due to a concentra-
tion of Chinese antialrcraft

iweaponry along its length.

Installation of the antiair-
craft weapons resulted from
unauthorized bombing of the
road in 1969, sources here say.

Construction -of the road by
Chinese enginecer crews has
been in progress for the past
four years, having ‘been
agreed to by Laotian Prime
Minister Prince Souvanna
Phouma. -

The road has now reached a
point about 30 miles north of
Pakbeng on the
River. Beyond its present ter-

L

Mekong ..

STATINTL

Air America announced a ‘minal point, a trail exists that
weck ago that emergency 1is barely passable for wheeled
gearch and rescue operations:vehicles,  informed ~— US.
{or the downed aircraft with isources say, but they doubt it

three Americans and one Lao-|
tian aboard had been sus-|
pended though a routine area:
alert would be maintained.
-+ Alr America i3 an American
airline specializing in contract
work for the U.S. government,
mainly the CIA. Reliable
sources in Vientiane said last
month that the C-123 lost near
the Chinese road was on a
clandestine ‘“drop” mission,
carrying supplies to an intelli
gence gathering base north-
east of the road.
Suicidal Flights R ‘
-Because of  groundfire,
weather and terrain, flying

13 el « AR |

is being used for transport
purposes.

Il

A
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE -

Special to The Star

VIENTIANE—Laotian and American officials
say the situation in Laos is now extremely serious
as hard fighting continues in the northern half

Lao officials say the war is falling into the
centuries-old pattern of fighting between Thais

. and Vietnamese for control of the east bank’ of

the Mekhong River,_

~ The Laotians fear this time their country will
be split between their Thai and Vietnamese neigh-

bors with the lion’s share going to the North -
. Vietnamese. The Thais are steadly being dragged

into the war because of mounting Lao and Meo
battle casualties. . : .

As the Laotian and tribal units are steadily
pushed west by the North Vietnamese army,
the Thais are more inclined to interfere because
they fear the Mekhong Valley will fall to Hanoi
and their own.national security will be seriously
threatened. The Laotians desperately need Thai
help because their heavy losses in combat are
wiping out their own manpower, making it im-
possible for them to continue the war alone.
~.In this second Indochina war, which for Laos
began in early 1963, Lao and Meo casualties have
been horrendous, particularly in the past four
years. Laotian éstimates say 27.000 Lao and Meo
have been killed in action or so seriously wounded

as to be unable to fight again.

‘ United States policy has been another factor
causing the Thais to enter the Laotian war fasier

than ‘they might have. The
United States pays the Thais
to fight in Laos as part of the
Nixon Doctrine of using Asian
troops to fight Hanoi.

_The Laoctians are becoming
50 desperate now, with casual-
ties running at 25 dead per day
in battles around Long Cheng,
75 miles northeast of here,
that the Thais are very wel-
come.

Another factor in the Laos
manpower situation is the lack
'of any meaningful conscription
laws. Even with Thai help ex-
pecied to double to 12,000 or
one division by March 1, the
North Vietnamese are still
winning the contest.

Xnown Thai battle deaths in
Laos since Dec., 18 are 672

Up Skyline Ridge

Immense Hanoi pressurein
North Laos is continuing with
the Thais now trying to fight
their way up Skyline Ridge
near Long Cheng against en-
trenched, determined North
Vietnamese regulars, an oper-
ation likely to add to the Thai
dead even though attacks like
this are normally spearheaded
by the Meo and Lao.

(United Press International
reported that Laotian rein-
forcements have retaken tne
Skyline Ridge a mile north of
Long Cheng. Fighting was still
heavy, but the government’s
chances of holding Long Cheng
were believed to have im-
proved.) '

 killed in action. Approved ﬁ@?&%ﬁ%&fz@m@y 1

sons. They fear tne Laotians
will give way to the North Vi-
etnamese hecause of high cas-
ualties and because Hanoi is in

the best military ground posi-

tion it has been in any dry
season.

The North Vietnamese are
battering at Long Cheng Val-
ley now, two months before
they normally would have
reached there, leaving them
four months more to advance
before the . rainy season turns
;ggér supply routes into a mo-

The Laos dry season weath-
er is a tremendous asset to
Hanoi., The weather enters
Laos from the northeast and
North Vietnam making Hanoi
weather forecasting for North
Laos extremely accurate and
allowing Hanoi to gear its of-
fensives to cloudy, rainy, fog-
gy weather when the U.S. Air
Force is relatively ineffective.

*- - Foggy in the Morning

From Laotian hill positions
fog can be seen gatheringin
the valleys by 2:50 a.m. By 4
a.m. the fog has crept up the
hillsides until everything is
emeshed in dripping wet
clouds. This could last till 11
a.m. and North Laos skies in
January and February are of-
fen overcast for days.

By March warm weather
drives away the fog but it is

replaced by thick dust clouds
up to 10,000 feet high leaving
the sun a hanging red orb in
the sky with all living things
gasping for breath. This dust
is caused by farmers burning
off land combined with high-
pressure windless weather
which prevents dust and
smoke from moving. Then in
May comes the monsoon with
heavy clouds and rain, again
giving Hanoi troops excellent
cover and allowing them fto
fight with supplies they moved
up in dry season.

5 BG{A-RDPE0O/ 604

and casualty factors, Ameri-
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can officials say Hanol has
thrown an additional division
into North Laos this year.

New Armor, Artillery

Also, the Communists have
new long-range artillery and
light armor, and are showing
increasing willingness to use
the air force of MIGs based
just across the Laos border.

American Embassy officials
believe Hanoi will try to
smash the Meo forces and al-
low the Pathet Lao to. advance
to the 1960 ceasefire line 60
miles north of here at the
same time widening the Ho
Chi Alinh Trail system in
South Laos—perhaps all the
way across the Laos panhan-
dle., )

Then the North Vietnamese
will wait to see the political
results of their campaign, offi-
cials believe.

In internal Laotian politics,
authoritative American offi-
cial sources see Prince  Sou-
vanna Phouma, the Premier,
at the fulcrum of power to his
left is the peace faction who
are aghast at Laotian losses
and would like to make peace
with Hanoi, call for a U.S,
bombing halt in Laos and al-
low the Pro-Communist Pathet
Lao more seats in the Vien-
tiane government. To Souvan-
na's right are the generals,
also aghast at territorial and
manpower losses, but whose
solution is to dispense with the
tattered cloak of neutrality
and sign open agreements for
full-scale military help with
South Vietnam and Thailand.

Balance Helps the Prince

American officials say that
currently these two factions
balance each other out, leav-
ing Souvanna firmly in power.

But there are several impon-
derables. One is the makeup of
the new Laotian National As-
sembly elected Jan. 2. Almost
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Vientiane Tranquil
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% By Peter Osnos

g Washington Post Foreign Service

* yIENTIANE, Jan. 14—
§cevera1 hundred neatly
giressed Laotian students pa-
waded down Vientiane's
main boulevard yesterday
qnorning chanting slogans at

fmpassive riot police while .

?éhoppers and office workers
looked on with amusement.

ﬁ:The biggest . Communist
Yifensive of the Laotian war

* §s under way, according to

sAmerican military assess-

e

were disturbed because the
(&xclusive Irench lycee they

attend is changing the pro-

.Q;_‘f(;dure for taking exams.
12 vientiane has always been
Btrangely removed from the

fighting going on around it .

ind now, although the situa-

. Yjon in the northeast and to

Ahe south is worse than

"e{E¥; the city remains proba- .
Dly_-the quietest -and least :
;\waﬂike capital in Southeast ::

«Asia.

.+« Communist Pathet Lao
‘Soldiers stride purposefully
‘across a downtown intersec-
tion from one of their villas
to another and ng one pays
any sattention. At the

'%N'orth Vietnamese embassy
- #Rerp-is a reception for left-

fyiig- | journalists and U.S.
Yuzréssion” is denounced.
i,-TJefense Minister-delegate
Sissouk Na Champassak
g¥pemis as much time in his
4ob as minister of finance as
he «does on militavy affais
apd keeps his regular tennis
dates- with - diplomatic
{rignds.

« <Lhe ministry of defense it-
selfza large brick building
01 the outskirts of town, is a
textbook of disorganization.
The functionaries, closeted
in;sf;lall offices poring over
stacks. of papers are genial
'by..tjbemuscd. From Friday
evening to Monday morning,
their offices are closed.

Natlonal Assembly Election
_ Earlier this month, there

wisan election in govern-
fient-held areas for a new
‘National Assembly to take
office in the spring. Forty of
60." incumbents were de-
fepted including some
barked by Laos' powerful
piincely families.

_he assgmbly has ljttle
afthority reve uiior
changed nothing., Ameri-

caits, - however, pronounced
thems=olves nleaced that the

Jents, but these students:

WASHINGION FOSE

éontést ' went- off smoofhly
and  public resentment

against some of the aristo-

crats was expressed,

The Pathet Lao radio de-
nounced the balloting bit-
terly as a fraud and a sham,
but then acknowledged that
even so, the people had
managed to make them-
selves heard. That being

said, the elections have heen-. ~

promptly forgotten.
The only real issue after

all is the war. The responsi-.

bility for coping with that
falls very largely on 7%
year-old Prince Souvanna

Phouma who for 10 years'’

has struggled vainly to res-
tore some . semblance
meaning to the neutralist
coalition established at the
1962 Geneva conference.

The c'urrently dismal mili-

tary .and diplomatic situa- .

tion “has -Souvanna more

worried : than ever. before, .

confidants say, if only be-
cause the posilions of. all
those he is trying to deal
with have hardened.

Brother’s Letter

The most recent letter
from his Pathet Lao half-
brother Prince Souphanou-
vong (reccived on Dec. 18
the day the Communist of-
fensive began) was a virtual
ultimatum for surrender
and insisted that there be a

complete ceasefire and a

total cessation of the U.S!
bombing before peace talks
begin.

A bombing halt would. of
course, apply to the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, and the Ameri-
cans, who keep what is left
of Laos going with military
and economic aid -and ad-
vice, would scarely agree to
that.

Faced with the always
present possibility that Laos
might collapse, threatening
President Nixon's Indochina
policies, Americans, too, are
very concerned about the in-
tensity of this year’s offen-
sive.

Many, however, take. the
optimistic view that there
are limitations to what the
Communists have in mind
and conditions will ease

once these objectives have

been achieved. . .
By this reckoning, what

the North Vietnamese are

determined to have is undis-

yuted control of the north-..
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vaunted Central Intellicence
Agency base at Long Cheng

and erippling the remnants

of

P80-01601

of Gen. Vang Pao’s CIA sup-
ported Army of Meo tribes-
men, :

To the south, the Commu-
nists are determined that
the Laotians will no longer
be in a position to harass
their activities on the trail

from the Bolovens Plateau. :

Maximum Impact .

Furthermore, say
Americans, the Communists
want to make their splash
now so it will have the maxi-
mum impact on Mr. Nixon's
visit to Peking and the first
presidential primaries in the
United States. .

Then, it is hoped, the
enemy will settle back, con-
fident that they have blood-

vjed the Laotians and dis-

.

couraged the Americans suf-
ficiently so that no effort
will be made -to reclaim
their losses until next sum-
mer, at the earliest.

Those Americans -willing

to discuss (but never for at- .
_tribution) the present grim

picture and the prospecets
ahead are the diplomats in

‘Vientiane and a few author-

ized military men from the
army attache’s office.

. Advisers in the field, on
the other hand, especially
the CIA men who supervise
virtually the entire effort in

" the northeast, will say noth-

ing and are not friendly to
outsiders.

Ban Son, 70 miles north of
Viantiane, is a refugee cen-
ter with an airstrip and sup-
ply depot that began operat-
ing in March, 1970, in a val-
ley not far from Long
Cheng. It was a favored
place to take visiting jour-
nalists - who wanted to see
what the United States was
doing for the thousands of
displaced mountain people.

There 'is a primitive but
clean hospital with a doctor
from the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development.
There is also a small mess
where advisers and pilots of
ClA-operated Air America
can get cheeseburgers and
cold heer.

Ban Son’s Funetion

In the past two. weeks as
Long Cheng has come under
increasing pressure, the
function of Ban Son has
changed greatly. Now it is
the center of the military
support effort for the north-
east and the CIA contingent

airstrip. - -
Huge C-130° Air Amerlea

iDespile

the

transports (rented from the
Air Force), along with a half
dozen other types of smaller
aireraft and vintage II-34
helicopters, stream into the
valley carrying supplies, am-
munition and soldiers.

“Ban Son -is now the offi-
cial headquarters for the
Second Military Region but
because of its iocation it is
almost undefendable as a
military installation. For the
first time in a year, it was

af
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penetrated by a guerrilla
squad and struck by rockets

earlier this week.

There is talk, rumor at

this stage, that Ban Son will
soon have to be evacuated
as the cnemy sweeps south-
ward past Long Cheng. As it
is, the CIA men are not
spending their nights there.

Meo's Role

Over the years, as the
pace of. fighting in the
northeast has.quickened, it
has been the Meos who car-
ried the brunt for the gov-

ernment. Lately, their ranks

have become depleted and
Laotian reinforcements who
have filled out the units ail
are very young.

At the hospital in Ban
Son, there is a young Meo

soldier who had his hand .

and part of his face blown

"away at Long Cheng. He is

19 and has been a soldier for
three years. Another
wounded soldier, a two-year
veteran, was 13. .

‘At the start of the offen-
sive, military sources fixed
the number of Meo-Laotian
soldiers in the northeast at
8,000, mostly in small units
guarding firebases along the
Plain of Jars and around
Long Cheng. Another 3,000-
4,000 Thai irregulars were
also on duty.

_As badly .as the. Meos
were mauled in the fighting
around the plain and more
recently around Long
Cheng, sources report that
the Thais have taken pro-
portionately greater casual-
ties. One fire support base
on the plain had 500 Thai
soldiers when the battle

began, according to a Meo

officer. In the end only 18
came out. .

‘Phe Thais, who the Ameri-
cans steadfastly maintain
are all volunteers, are used
primarily as. artillerymen
{ troop.

reputa
tion as fighters is not good.

They are often - undiscip- .
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The Laotian Patriotic

Army Wednesday overran Long Chen
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Daily World Foreign Department

from combined news sources
Front said yesterday that

mercenaries in the Plain of Jars area.”.

.. ‘The enemy forces.” it stated,
“‘were annihilated in large num-
bers and the rest fled in panic
with the Liberation Army after
them.”

Long Cheng was the main base
of the U.S. Central Intelligence

cial forces
for Long Cheng. Some 57,000 re-
fugees were in the Ban Son area,
having been driven from their
homes by U.S. aerial and artil-
lery bombardments.

. Gen. Vang Pao, the U.S.-trained

Agency  in north central Lao. go.mar French and Japanese col-

- Situated 80 miles northeast of
Vientiane, it was used at great cost

to American taxpavers for the.

recruitment and training of so-
called “*special forces” and Thai
mercenaries to raid the liberated
two-thirds of Laos under control
of the Laotian Patriotic .Front
(Neo Lao Haksat).

Charge million being deported
* In Paris, a spokesman of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
charged that the U.S. and the
Saigon clique were removing by
force ‘“‘a million inhabitants of
South Vietnam from provinces to
regroup them in concentration
camps in provinces further south.”

In Washington, President Nixon
announced he was withdrawing
70,000 U.S. troops from Vietnam
over the next three months, leav-
ing an estimated 69,000 troops
which Defense Secretary Melvin
Laird said may not be withdrawn
“until the POW situation is re-
solved.” ’ .

Laird also said the U.S. will
continue to use air power ‘‘to
protect the .armed forces who
~ ‘remain in South Vietnam.”
A spokesman of the Royal Lao-

tian U.S.-dominated puppet regime

in Vientiane disputed the Pathet
Lao claim to have captured Long
Cheng, but admitted defenders
of the CIA base had lost three
‘peripheral positions Wednesday

to the Lao liberation forces, and ©

another the day before.

The Lao liberation forces also
struck at Ban Son, 20 miles
southwest of Long Cheng and a
fall-back base for the CIA’s spe-
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draw public
crime in order to stop it.”” They
charged President Nixon with

laborator, who commanded the
Meo special forces, was reported
to have fled by plane to Vientiane,
abandoning his troops. .

Sam Thong. another CIA strong-
point seven miles northwest' of
Long Cheng, was also in .the
hands of the Lao liberation forces.

In southern Laos, liberation
forces surrounded Royal Laotian
Army puppet troops 15 miles from
Pakse and kept up attacks on
puppet positions on Highway 23.
The puppet commander at Pakse,
Brig. Gen. Sutchai Vongsavan,
vowed to ‘“‘defend Pakse at all
costs.”

The accusation that one million
South Victnamese were being mov-
ed by U.S. and Saigon forces was
made by acting Hanoi negotia-
tor Nguyen Van Tien at the 140th
session of of the Paris talks on
Vietnam. The vast deportation pro:
ject would be accomplished by
air transport, according to the
Hanoi spokesman and his coun-
terpart of the Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government of South
Vietnam.

They said they desired “to

attention to this

making ‘‘propaganda and electo-
ral publicity” in promising to

wind down the war. They called

n the U.S. negotiator to begin
serious negotiations on the peace
proposal made last year by the
representative of the PRG.

In his comment on Nixon’s

pledge to withdraw 70,000 U.S.

and a supply point combat troops by May L.

“the Lao People's Liberation
g. the last stronghold of special forces and Thai

Laird
sald the Saigon military forces
were now operating 1,000 air-
craft and are flying “all combat
support sorties.” He predicted
the troops of the Nguyen. Van
Thicu clique would win 75 per-
cent of the battles in future be-
cause ‘‘they have the training.
they have the equipment. they
have the capability to do the
iob."” .

STATINTL
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¥From World-Herald Press Services.

» Communist troops in Laos

J:oacked by heavy barrages from
ussian-made artillery conti-
ued to pry key areas around
ong Cheng from government
ands, and the Pathet Lao radio

waid the CIA guerrllla base had

ﬁalready a

L U.S. sources here denied the
Commumst claim.

i A Defense Mlmstry
%pokesman said heavy fighting
4yithir 72 hours would decide the
iate of the key government
{tronghold — the headquarters
of Gen. Van Pap’s Meo
Rribesmen — 80 miles northwest
iJf Vientiane.

Acting defense minister
%lsouk Na Champassack told
United Press International that
he fall of Long Cheng will pave

the way for Communist in-
¥iltration into Vientiane.
t In "South Vietnam enemy

round forces struck hard at
governmental outposts Thursday
in the third day of intensified
ilghtmg, and mortar shells hit
Iwo U.S. positions at Da Nang.
_ ¢ In pther developments,
iplanes exchanged missiles with
‘antiaircraft positions inside
k,North Vietnam, and a new allied
tsweep was launched in southern
wCambodia.
¥ The South Vietnames com-
smand rcporled 26 more enemy
iattacks in the ‘past 24 hours,

US'

?Artl ery Threatens
" CIA Base in Laos

making a three-day total of 86.
This is the highest level of
enemy action since last October,
the Associated Press reported.

In the air war, two Air Force
F105 fighter-bombers flying
escort for B52 bombers on raids
against North Vietnam’s Ho Chi
Minh trail in Laos fired three
air-to-ground missiles Wednes-
day at a Soviet-built surface-to-
air missile battery about 40
miles north of the demllltanzed
zone.

About 3,000 Cambodlan
soldiers and their families,
fleeing from the fallen base at
Krek, 10 miles from South Viet-
nam’s bhorder, jammed truck
convoys entering Tay Ninh
Province northwest of Saigon.

Krek was abandoned by the
Cambodians after South Viet-
namese troops pulled out earlier
this week to take up positions
closer to Saigon in expectation
of enemy attacks.

The U.S. Command reported
five Americans were killed in
action and 47 wounded last|
week. The total is about the
average for the past three
months. Eleven Americans died
from nonhostile causes.

The South Vietnamese com-
mand said 221 - government
troops were killed and 497
wounded last week. The allied

commands reported 803 enemy|

killed.
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By HARRY BODINE

of The Oregonian staif
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“sources and preserve Amencan envle
ronment.

Tax Reform — Property taxes may
. be removed as a financial source for
" "public schools in the aftermath of a
California court decision. Congress
should initiate tax from the national
level with the income being the princi-
pal source of revenue.

Court Decisions — They should re-
ceive more than “minimal compli-
ance” as on busing. So should deci-’

Isions not desired by the Nixon Admin-

istration.
Civil Rights — The U. S should prac-

- STANDING with his back to a fire- e He said he was frustrated as a con- tice what it preaches and enforce the
_place on’the Oregon State campus in

Corvallis last Sunday night, GOP presi-
deritial hopeful Paul McCloskey invited

questions from 150 persons in the
- room.

“ {fornia

"s0 far came from

* {rialist Norton Si-

. 000 range, the last

They don't ‘have to be friendly, he

said, and the first one lofted from the
audience wasn’t. ‘

“Who is paying
you?” a young man
asked.

McCloskey, a Cal-
congress-
man, replied that
one third of his
1972 campaign fund

‘ -’? N

'Aﬁi./

BODINE

Los Angeles indus-

mon, another third
from contributors
in the $1,000 to $5,-

third in small sums.

The 44-year-old challenger asked for
queshons at all his Oregon appear-
ances in a two-day schedule. They

- ranged widely beyond his two main

campaign themes — a termination of
the Vietnam War and more truthful-
ness in government.

In essence McCloskey’s view on Viet-

" gam is that the Nixon Administration is

prolonging the war to keep the Thieu

- government in power until the No-
~ vember, 1972, election.

American casualt1es are down, he
granted, but the scope of the war

. through aerial bombardment is high
" with the civilian. populations of Viet-
* ‘nam, Cambodia and Laos — not Com-
* munist forces—taking the brunt of the

bombing.

‘He would end the war subject to one’

stipulation -— return of American pris-
oners now held by the Communists.
On truthfulness in government 1 Mc-
Closkey believes the Nixon Administra-
, like the Johnson mini
f;oPncrlea xasaﬁefllea
mation desxgned to sell a v1ewpomt

. “rather than inform.

gressman to vote for Defense Depart-
ment appropriation bills for two years

laws.
The Press — It should agree with the

Washington Post and dispense with
not realizing each contained §1 billion
jor financing a Central Intelhgenc%))acbround briefings that allow gov-

Agency-directed war in Northern Laos.
They CIA, he believes,
out its SETCUepUEpOSe — gathe. giselit
genee. :
The adnuuistration, McClochy said,
withheld information on the SST, on the!
environmental impact’of the Amchxth

“nuclear blast and even economic statis-

tics routinely made available for a gen-
eration.

The country can’t survive, Mec-
Closkey believes, when the average
; American doesn’t trust his government
to tell the truth or feels it’s concealing
' the truth, Recent polls, he added, show
that 60 per cent of the public doubts

! governmental veracity.

| On other issves:

| Amnesty for Armed Forces desert-
i ers — It should be granted under speci-
“fied conditions only after the war ends
and the last prisoner returns home
The “conditions” include two years of
federal service in social or environ-
mental fields at minimum pay.

National Defense — The nation can’t
afford to relax its posture nor scrap its
research and development as long as
other nations (the Soviets) have gener-
als who look with favor on a ‘“knock-
out” blow against the U.S.

The Draft — It should be retained to
make certain the U.S. can meet its inil-
itary needs.

McCloskey scored the Nixon Admin-
istration for allowing Armed Forces
morale to fall to the lowest point in the

‘nation’s history. That combined with
30,000 heroin addicts from Vietnam dis-
tress him as a former Marine Corps
lieutenant colonel who earned the Navy
Cross and Silver Star in Korean War
combat. He wants peace, “but I'd fxght
{o preserve human liberty again,”

Land Use Policy — A national .land

use policy is nceded. So is a national
anparov nWalicyv in ardear 0 cONCOATrVA TO-

ernment officials to make statements

should carry @nd not be accountable for them later.

Population — 1t should be stabilized
for the future good of the country and

its environment. Abortion should be le-
gal with a.woman having the ultimate’

a, choice of whether she bears a child.

Women's Rights — In the last year
he reversed himself and voted for the
Women’s Rights amendment to the
U.S. Constitution. ,

Washington D.C. Crime Bill — It was -
necessary (McCIoskey voted for it)
even with  “‘no-knock”  provisions.
There are times when society’s welfare
must come first. Wiretapping should be
allowed only on a court warrant,

Cuba — The U.S. should recognize
Castro.

Mideast — No quarrel with Nixon’
policy of an “even hand” between Is-
rael and the Arabs. Israel must not be

: allowed to fall.

Parties — “Why don’t you become a
Democrat?” McCloskey was asked fre-
quently in Oregon.

He has a traditional Repubhc"m dis-
trust of government bureaucracy
and a belief that an individual should
be allowed to make his own .decisions
and control his own life, he replied.

Beyond that some of the Democratic
Party’s leadership doesn’t ihspire him.

The *Southern strategy’’ of the Nix-
on Administration is killing the GOP,
he feels, citing new voter registrations.

What would a McCloskey ‘“victory’’
in New Hampshire prove?

“That’ the Republican Party was
worthwhile for the poor, young and:
blacks to join,” he said. ‘

+ [ N AT
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‘Laos Hunts™”
Infiltrators
Near Base

By D. E. Ronk
Bpeclal to The Washington Post

VIENTIANE, Jan. 13—Gen.;
Vang Pao, commander of Meo
.land Thai irregulars in north-
east Laos, has poured 2,000
troops into Long Cheng Valley
{o root out 150 Communist in-
filtrators operating in small
groups through Long Cheng:
village while waiting for rem-
forcements.

Official U.S. sources, say-
ing the next 48 to 72 hours
will be decisive for operations
against the infil{rators unless

‘they are reinforced, categori-
cally denied Radio Pathet Lao
claims that Pathet Lao forces
have. captured the CIA-oper-
ated base 80 miles north of Vi-
entiane. Calling the radio
broadcasts monitored in Bang-
kok “propaganda to demoral-
ize the Meo, on the front line,”
the sources said, “There is ab-
solutely no question of Long
Cheng being occupied by Com-
munist treops.” -
Reinforcements for the
Communist troops are now at-
tempting to infiltrate, but .
should they fail to arrive soon
Vang Pao’s troops will be able .
. to corner and overwhelm
‘ those already present, the
sources claim,

Twenty miles southwest of
Long Cheng at Ban Son, a
Communist demolition team,
belicved to be Pathet Lao,
early this morning hit the )
outer perimeter of the tempo- /
rary CIA headquarters with
B-40 rockets and gunfire for 20
minutes inflicting light casual-
ties on prodovernment forces,
informed sources in Vlentlane
announced,

Approximately 20 men were
reported to have been in the
attacking force at Ban Son,
which replaced- Long Cheng
as the CIA field headquarters
following the fall of the Plain-
of Jars and opening of the
siege of Long Cheng in the
past three weeks, No dam-
age was inflicted on the facili-
ties at Ban Son, the sources
said, but it is believed in Vien-
tiane that the attack, the first
such in almost a year, will be’
the first of many in the near
future ‘and will force removal
of the CIA headquarters soon, .

e e e
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Saig;m President Nguyen V

Daily World Foreign Department
from combined press sources

campaign and fled back to safer terrain near Saigon.

Troops of the puppet Lon Nol re-
gime were- ordered to take the
place of the Saigon forces in Cam-
bodia’s rubber area, but these fol-
lowed the Saigon troops in flight
over the border into South Viet-
nam. :

Alibi for the new rout was is-
sued by Thieu’s military aides,
who claimed a major offensive
against Saigon positions would be
launched by Vietnam freedom
fighters next month. Thieu him-
self has predicted that liberation
troops will launch a general of-
fensive throughout all Indochina
to coincide with President Nix-
‘on’s February visit to Peking.

Lao puppets in trouble

Simultaneously with the Saigon
troops’ flight from Cambodia, the
Vientiane puppet government mil-
itary forces reported the loss of
key positions in both northern
and southern Laos and said the
‘U.S.-Vientiane military - position

_ was deteriorating badly.

Pathet Lao bomb “squads on
Monday. penetrated the defense
perimeter of the U.S. Central In-
telligence Agency (CIA) base at
Long ‘Cheng, and Vientiane pup-
pet troops retreated several miles
after abandoning Ban Nhik, an
important position 18 miles from
the South Laotian center of
Pakse.

The Kaosan Pathet Lao news
‘agency, in a report yesterday
relayed from Hanoi, charged that
U.S. Airforce planes sprayed tox-
ic agents over the densely popu-
lated district of Muong Kham in
Xienquang Province. The agency
reported many casualties among
the local population, with many
Lao dying almost immediately
and approximately 40 more dying
later from the poison.

Hanoi newspapers also report-
ed yesterday that the People’s
Liberation Armed Forces of South
Vietnam on Sunday and Monday
attacked Saigon troop positions
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nine kilometers west of Saigon
and the 1l1th motorized regiment
of the U.S. Army 37 kilometers
northwest of Saigon.
Patriots’ 1971 report

South Vietnam People’s Libera-
tion Army sources say that in
1971 their regular and irregular
forces put out of action and took
prisoner 32,620 officers and men,

destroyed 420 military vehicles -

and damaged or sank 149 ships
and boats, shot down or destroy-
ed on the ground 77 planes, and
blew up 22 depots of ammunition
and materiel.

The U.S. Command at'Saigon
said that a U.S. Airforce F-4
Phantom fighter-bomber was the
target of two missiles near Se-
pone, a key hub of the so-called
Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The
U.S. sources said the Phantom
jet ducked out of range when the
rising missiles were sighted.

Elsewhere, for the fourth time
this year, a U.S: Airforce jet
fighter carried out a so-callgd
‘“‘protective  reaction”  strike
against an anti-aircraft site in
North Vietnam.

Before flying back to Saigon,
the Thieu regime’s ambassador
to the Long Nol clique, Tran
Van Phuoc, told a UPI corre-
spondent he was angry at Cam-
bodian press reports denouncing
the behavior of the Saigon pup-
pet troops on Cambodian soil.
The Saigon troops have been
accused of looting, raping and
violence against Cambodians
for the past two years. .

Col. Thach Chanh, commander
of the Lon Nol puppet force or-
dered to take over from the flee-
ing Saigon troops, said his men
would be quickly overrun without
support of the Saigon forces and
he would rather face prison than
stay in the area without suppcrt.

an Thieu’s troops yesterday gave up another Cambodian

Report flight from CIA base

The situation at Long Cheng
was still unclear. Puppet troops
of Vientiane’'s “Royal Laotian
Army” were said to have aban-
doned the CIA base, headquar-

-ters of the Meo puppets and Thai

mercenaries under nominal com-
mand of General Vang Pao. Whe-'
ther or not the CIA-trainéd,
equipped and -commanded Meo
and Thai forces had also fled
could not be determined from
U.S. news sources. -

The U.S. news sources con-
tinue to follow the customary
practice of attributing all major
opposition in Laos to the “North
Vietnamese,” = a deliberately
chosen usage to deny the exist-
ence of indigenous patriotic for-
ces and to uphold the U.S. ra-
tionale for its decades’-long ag-
gression in Indochina. '

Credibility of Saigon and U.S..
Command news sources is also
suspect in relation to the immi-
nence of a general offensive by
patriotic forces. Hanoi newspa-
pers, emphasizing the increase
of U.S. bombing and aggressive
activity, indicate that the talk
of a coming offensive by patriot-
ic forces may be a cover. The
increase in U.S. bombing comes
at a time of growing rapproche-
ment between Peking and Wash-
ington, it is noted.
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By Richard E. Ward -

The people of Indochina are continuing to suffer a
rain of death from the air because President Richard
Nixon is trying to stave off a military defeat that could
endanger his reelection.

That was the real purpose behind the five days of
massive U.S. bombings of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam during Christmas week, an interpretations
widely voiced in the American press.

: Both the President and Defense Secretary Melvin
. Laird have threatened North Vietnam with further
~ massive attacks, while other Pentagon spokesmen and
" U.S. military sources in Saigon have said they will almost
‘be a certainty. :
With the dry season -in South Vietnam coinciding
with the opening of the 1972 presidential campaign and
Nixon’s election-oriented diplomacy, it is evident that
the- U.S. command has been ordered to avoid a military
disaster like the 1968 Tet offensive which ended Lyndon
Johnson’s political career. The paranoia in Washington
has become even greater after recent grave defeats’
suffered by the U.S.-backed forces in Cambodia and
Laos. '
~ Immediately after the attacks against North Vietnam,
the U.S. air armada shifted its main thrust against Laos.
But stepped up U.S. bombing has been unable to halt
the advance of armed forces of the Lao Patriotic Front
besieging the largest base of ClA-commanded mer-
cenaries at Long Chieng (south of the Plain of Jars),
which was'reported to be on the verge of collapse Jan. 4.
Already most of the Meo and Thai mercenary forces
have fled the base which is undergoing withering artillery
fire that U.S. aircraft have been unable to silence in two
weeks of heavy bombing. :

Latest reports from South Vietnam indicate that the
Saipon regime and U.S. command fear that an offensive
by the Liberation Armed Forces may be imminent. A
Saigon-newspaper generally considered to be a mouth-

piece for puppet President Nguyen Van Thieu boastfully
said that Saigon forces are readying a counter-offensive
that would defeat an offensive by the liberation forcas
expected before Nixon’s visit to Peking in late February..

Whether the Liberation Armed Forces are actually
planning a major military drive in South Vietnam is
really .unknown, but what is clear is that the stepped up
bombing throughout Indochina demonstrates the sorry
state of the- much_ vaunted “Vietnamization” program
anq that Thlf:u’s nu}lion-man army cannot meet either a
major ofﬁ‘cnslve. or just a sustained drive on a moderate
scale by the resistance forces.

“Wc'll-placcd administration sources,” Neil Sheehan
wrote in the Jan. 2 New York Times, say that “the
administration is trying with air power to stave off a

e

sensitive election year. .. Thus, when the military situa-
tion turned critical in Laes and Cambodia last month,
with rapid enemy advances that threatened the pro-
American governments, Mr. Nixon resorted to the one
major military tool left to him”—U.S. airpower.

The Nixon administration is now enmeshed in the
same insane logic of its predecessor. Having pursued a
military victory to the point where its leading figures
cannot shake off responsibility for their failures, the
administration continues to press forward with the air
war, hoping that it can buy enough time to avoid further:
military, political and diplomatic disasters before the
U.S. election. R

Troop replacements.

N

Nixon: all’s well

As the rain of death continued in Indochina, Nixon
sought to deceive American opinion about the adminis~
tration’s true aims. During a Jan. 2 TV interview with
CBS cor-espondent Dan Rather, the President claimed
that *‘our goal is to end American involvement in
Vietnam before the end of this year and before the
clection” and that “‘our plans are working out.”

But Nixon immediately contradicted himself by
stating that if the Vietnamese did not comne to terms
with the U.S., a residual force of up to 35,000 U.S.

‘troops would remain in Vietnam and continued air

strikes against North Vietnam would be a possibility.
Taking advantage of his large TV audience, Nixon
stated the only obstacle to total U.S. viithdrawal was the
American prisoners being held by the “enemy.” Waxing
at length on the POW question in an effort to depict it as
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By T.D. Allman
Far Eastern Economic Review
Vientiane, Laos
When he airived here to assume the office that makcs him the
most powerful man in Laos, U.S. ambassador George McMurtrie

Godley IlI was faced with dismaying problems. On the military -

front, ever-increasing American involvement had failed to halt
persistently successful communist advances. With the fall of
Muong Soui, U.S.-Thai-Laotian base near the Plain of Jars, morale
in Vientiane crumbled and America’s whole policy of fighting a
secret war in Laos seemed on the verge of being discredited.

" Ambassador Godley was faced with several options ranging
from withdrawal to dramatlc_cscalatlon Characteristically Godley
chose to escalate and ordered ClA-run mercenary forces to invade

" the previously untouched and communist-dominated Plain of
Jars. The ploy caught the North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao off .
_balance but the cost was high. It meant a major escalation of U.S.

involvement in Indochina; it turned the once heavily populated
Plain of Jars into a mercilessly bombed free-fire zone; and it made
refugees of about 20,000 Laotians. Most importantly, the
decision sparked a Senate investigation into America’s furtive yet
manifold presence in Laos.

In the two and a half years since his arrival, virtually ali checks
on the use of U.S. air power and military support have been
eliminated and Amcrican military expenditure has been pushed
from about $250 millien a year to almost $400 million.-Godley,
who favors a military victory over Hanoi rather than a U.S.
withdrawal, also backed last winter’s disastrous U.S. supported
South Vietnamese invasion of Laos, authorized CIA use of
Laotian bases for operations in Cambodia and once summed up
his approach to the Laotian problem by telling a group of visitors
that “the only good communist is one six feet under the earth.”

“Runs the country”

In Vientiane, Godley is the object of ceaseless speculation and
comment. Invitations to his dinner table are more coveted than
those of any Laotian official because, as one foreign resident
remarked, “Godley runs this country.” :

The American ambassador does not give on-the-record
interviews, but his public remarks alone make him one of the
more: colorful figures in the history of American involvement in
Laos. Godley has continued the U.S. policy in Laos of supporting
the civilian Premier, prince Souvanna Phouma. How much the
American ambassador supports Laotian aspirations for neutrality
and a way out of the Indochina war, is another matter. The
Ambassador is known to regard his role in Laos as doing
everything possible to help the U.S. defeat the Victnamese
communists.

Godley’s stylc of public service probably assumcd its dcfmmg
form in the mid-1960s, when he served as U.S. Ambassador to the
Congo. As in Laos, Godley had at his command a clandestine
force of U.S. warplanes and mercenaries. First as Deputy. Chief of
Mission and later as ambassador, Godley played a crucial role in
crushing the Stanleyville uprising and building up President
Mobutu as a military strongman the Americans could rely on.
After two years in the State Department, where Godley reputedly
chafed at being behind a desk rather than in a war zone, he was
named in June 1969 to the post he coveted most—Laos.

In Laos, Goplpyfresh e yFsts Ré]\egggémpiﬂshg
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puttmg down mutinies by African tribesmen. On one occasion he
grabbed a non-white fellow ambassador from a neutral country,
shook him by the lapels, and shouted: “You clear everything you
say to the press with me.” The cause of the ambassador’s ire: a
report that he had discouraged a U.S. congressman from visiting
the North Vietnamese Embassy. Godley’s relations with the press
at times are as stormy as they are with his diplomatic colleagues.
When three journalists, including this reporter, walked to the CIA
base at Long Cheng, near the Plain of Jars, in 1970, Godley
announced he was “through with helping the press”—an ironic
enough statement since most U.S. Embassy activities had been
directed toward misleading reporters on American involvement in
Laos. ...

*“The Colonel” : . :

In Vientiane, Godley frequently is called “the Colonel”
because of the importance he plages on military tactics.
Significantly, his predecessor, William Sullivan, now a Deputy

Assistant Secretary of State, was called *“‘the Field Marshal”

. because of the political considerations to which he subordinated

military activity. .

This year, following the U.S. invasion of Laos, North
Vietnamese troops put increasing pressure on Luang Prabang, but
did not take the town. The North Vietnamese action had

v

numerous precedents in Laotian history and virtually  every -

ranking diplomat
American ambassador regarded the communist action .as a
diplomatic .signal through military channels that Hanoi was
‘irritated by the invasion but would not use it as a pretext to
invade the Mekong valley. Godley, on the other hand, interpreted
the communist move as a major defeat for Hanoi, saying the
communists tried to take the royal capital and failed.

Such lack of appreciation for the nuances of Laotian lighting
and talking, which has been going on for decades, can lead to
disastrous misinterpretations of the other side’s motives—and
make genuine communication impossible. Perhaps with this in
mind, one communist diplomat said recently: “Even if a solution
were possible, 1 do not see how we could negotiate it with a man
like Godley.”

Godley in fact does seem to be the wrong man in the wrong
place at the wrong time, full of enthusiasm for a war which most
Americans by now have come to detest, determined to win 3
military victory in a war which the Nixon administration says it is
trying to end. On the other hand, Godley fits into an American
strategy which has been described as “‘escalating upstream while
you de-escalate downstream.” According to this interpretation of
the Nixon policy, U.S. involvement in Laos and Cambodia will
grow, in terms of firepower and military support, while the
American involvement in Vietnam is declining. The aim, in effect,
is to create a screen upstream from South Vietnam to protect
Saigon. The main ‘problem of the strategy is.that Laos and
Cambodia must pay the price.

In executing such a strategy, Godley seems an ideal choice--at
least from the Nixon administration’s viewpoint. Godley;,
an.cordmg to sources close to him, has said he would like to stuy
in Laos until the war is won. Whatever the outcome of the war,
he may continue to dominate Laos for a long time. President

mﬂ Eggegh 51604 ﬁOﬂﬂB’dﬂﬂ 5Gmegambaswdors

in Vientiane with the exception of the.
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U.S. Jet Is Target of Missiles
~From Deepest Site Yet in Laos

-y

.. ‘ia By CRAIG R, WHITNEY -
SO e e B ppeclal to The New York Times o
' SAIGON, South Vietnam, Jan,

‘11—The United States com-

‘mand said today 1that‘. a North
jetn. issile site near : ; P

' -}r’é?]tég‘éﬁifedggper andl fanheristatemem; saying, mhpart, bthe
south jn the Laotian panhandieiNorth Vlet“aéll"ese th'ive acteigg-

than one has ever been re.jold repeatedly tha oo

‘ported before, fired two sur- }vould fblej télke“..l? pmtecgn;e‘i\

; tssiles v ives of U. S. miiltary pers

ace-to-alr missiles yesterday should the enemy threaten our

morning at an American fight-}>% .
er-bgml%e?t'that was attacl%ing aircraft, or engage in efforts to

enemy supply trails. achieve a significant logistics
The North Vietnamese first buildup, or violate the DMZ.”
began firing the Soviet-builtj The command has never de-
missiles at  American planes|scribed the results of those
over Laos only a vear ago, but; raids but pilots say they had
mostly from places within their| been hampered by bad weather
own country. Tchepone is about;and had failed to hit many of
30 miles southwest of the North' the targets. .
Vietnamese border and 23 miles: In the last two months the
west of Quangtri Province in North Vietnamese have sent
JSouth Vietnam. their MiG-21 supersonic fight-
‘The Phantom jet evaded. both|ers across the border over Laos
Imissiles and was not damaged,|to challenge American planes-”
the command said. The missiles|bombing the supply trails and
were belived to have been fired | supporting Laotian irregular
from a mobile launcher but, ac-{troops farther north, on the
cording to the command spokes-| Plaine des Jarres.

man, the pilot did not see iti The pilots of the planes that
and no retaliation was reported. {bombed North Vieinam said
, ‘Tchepone, a hombed-out town | they had not been cngaged by \6\&

PN e

Justification for Raids
In justifying these raids, Gen..
Creighton W. Abrams issued a

Bolove j
Flateau ¥

- {CAMBODRIA -
on a junction of the trail sys-fenemy MIG's then, but have Kompong
tem, was held briefly by South|since reported sighting a few Thom .-
Vietnamese troops during their| flying parallel to them as they 0
{nvasion of Laos last winter. |drop bombs on the trail net- .

Air Defense Improved work in Laos. '

American pilots have reported Laotians Report Losses
Ithat the North Vietnamese air! < ENTIANE, Laos, Jan. I1
{defense system on the trail net- (;p1y — Government  military
work in southern Laos is better gources today reported the loss
established and more extensive ¢ . 4 in both north-
this year than it ever has been of key positions in both not-
1" The command also announced pn and southern Laos and said
that an Air Force Phantom that the military sgtaqatlon was de-
was escorting a B-52 mission as ter}’:%r;g;} ggggqxb lys'quads pene-
the trail was challenged and (,req the defense perimeter ; . e
{ge;l two mis_sile; fat a Noéth flast night at the base operated ' ‘ ’ oS0 7o0 dsoHues

letnamese alr Ce/ens®. TALCT by the United States Central In- Tho New York Times/Jan. 12, 1972

sit " th iles : : - :

Rorth of tho demiHarized ones e Ay eted noar)| INCREASING ENEMY PRESSURE: Missile sites, once
in %m Bankarai Pass. -+ |by, “the sources said. restricted to North Vietnam, have now been moved as far
ﬁinQeafz“"?’?Sticﬁii“r?f&iégﬁ Government forces were said| south in Laos as Tchepone (1). 1n northern Laos, fpe
strike initia‘t)ed after the radar |t© have abandoned Ban Nhik| penetrated defense perimeter at Long Tieng (2), while
site began to track the Ameri- [2ECT heavy fighting at closel jn the squth Ban Nhik (3) was overrun. In Cambodia,
can planes. The command holds j3Uarters and %‘“"ed bfctlf) Se;’& _ South Vietnamese troops were withdrawing from Suong
that such radar tracking is a Cral miles to the west 1oWa and Krek (4) apparently to bolster deienses around

hstile action because it can bejPakse, the rmain commercial d Krek (4) to boister the defensts ardund Saigon,

used to guide antiaircraft fire.{tOWR 1 southern Laos. ,
The . radar site is believed to
have been destroyed, the com-
mand said. ‘

In the week after Christmas,
American warplanes carried out.
five days of large-scale raids
on North Vietnamese airfields,
supply depots, and antiaircraft
sites, partly in refaliation for
the increased challenge to U. S.
laircraft over the trail. !
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§eilw ot oo oons By NEIL SHEEHAN
b Speclal to The New York Times
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4 WASHINGTON, Jan, 11—

. The remote town of Tchepone
“in the panhandle of southern
Laos, now a bombed-out ruin,

-4 'a familiar place-name in

‘the records of conflict in-

~Indochina,
.. The town acquired the sig-
pificance that has led to its
‘devastation by American
‘bombing chiefly because it is
‘a road junction that now
forms part of the northern
reaches of the Ho Chi Minh
‘supply network  through
‘southern Laos to South Viet-
nam and Cambodia, Lately
“American pilots have reported
major improvements in the
North Vietnamese air defense
.ystem in the area.
.~ Tchepone is situated astride
Route 9, which cuts across
the Laotian panhandle, and
on Routes 91 and 911, other
junpaved roads that utimate-
‘ly lead to North Vietnam.
‘Since 1965, the North Vietna-
‘mese have also built addi-
tional jungle roads that pass
through or near Tchepone.
The town first came to the

attention of Washington pol- -

icy-makers in 1960, when the
North Vietnamese used it as
one of several staging bases
for the successful campaign
they and their Pathet Lao
,allies waged against the right-
'wing Laotian military regime
-dominated by Gen. Phoumi
Nosovan. That Government,
’which collapsed in 1962, was
backed by the Eisenhower
# Administration. :
* Twin-engine llyushin-14
transport planes were re-
ported to have unloaded at
the airfield at Tchepone dur-
~ing the 1960 Soviet airlift of
.arms to the neutralist and
,Communist forces in Laos,
" then fighting as ailies.
“ In 1961, the first year of
* the Kennedy Administration,
swhen the situation worsened
-"dramatically in Laos and the
Vietcong guerrillas in South
 Vietnam began seriously to
" threaten the Saigon Govern-
“ment, Tchepone acquired
¢ more importance in Washing-
~fon's eyes.
s. 'The Kennedy Administra-
_-¢ion believed that the North
“Vietnamese were employing
““Tchepone not only as a base
. for their operations in Laos
but also as a way station to
infiltrate guerrilla leaders in-

-—

to South Vietnam. The num- -

bers of these guerrillas were
“relatively small, but the lead-

* On May 11, 1961, President
John F. Kennedy secretly di-
rected the Defense Depart-
ment and the Central Intelli-
gence Agency 1o conduct
general commando  raids
against Vietnamese Commu-
nist bases and lines of com-
munication in southeastern

Laos with South Vietnamese.
. units hired and trained byy

the C.1.A. On Oct. 13, 1961,
he additionally ordered the
Pentagon and the intelligence
agency to “initiate ground
actions, including the use of

| . ungile
iLong a Strategic Center

A

LA

U.S. advisers if necessary,” !

-specifically against North
Vietnamese aerial resupply
missions in the Tchepone area.

The directives were dis--

closed in the Pentagon's se-
cret history of United States
involvement in. Indochina,
most of which became known
last summer. -

The details of the clan-
destine raids that iere sub-
sequently carried out are
unknown, but they are not

thought to have attained any

real success.
Plans for Roids Prepared

Over subsequent years, the i
United States continued to

_regard Tchepone as an im-
portant North Vietnamese
base in Laos., Proposals to
stage raids againct it with
United States Army helicop-

ters and South Vietnamese .

troops were drawn up as
carly as 1962 by American

nilitary advisers in South .

Vietnam.

With the growth of the Ho
Chi Minh Trail network
through southern Laos after
the commitment of Ameri-
can ground combat forces to
South Vietnam in. 1965,
Tchepone took on increasing
significance. ,

In 1966, Gen, William C,
Westmoreland, then the
United States military com-
mander in Saigon, estab-
lished a base at KheSanh——
the scene of a famous siege
two years later, in 1968—
with the hope of one day
thrusting across the Laotian
border to cut the Ho Chi
Minh jungle roads in the vi-
cinity of Tchepone.

When the thrust was fi-
nally made, in March, 1971,
under the Nixon Administra-
tion, with South Vietnamese
troops pushing into Laos, the
ruins of Tchepone were oc-
cupied for less than a week

STATINTL
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Lao rout CIA puppefs,

Hanoi cites

Americans

Daily World Foreign Depariment -
- from combined news seurces - -

continued to remove espionage equipment

bomb foll

from the CIA’s Long Cheng base in North Central Laos
Monday as regular troops of the Neo Lao Haksat closed

in_ on the Meo puppet troops

under U.S. command there.

Sisouk Na Champasack, defense -
minister of the U.S.-puppet Vien-
tiane regime, told United Press .
International he did not know if
Long Cheng could be held. He
said Pakse, the main commer-
cial town in southern Laos, is
also in danger of falling. He re-
ported that the regular forces of
the Neo Lao Haksat (Laotian Pa-
triotic Front) had severed the
main road link between Vientiane
and the royal capital of Luang
Prabang and control all traffic on
that road.

In Hanoi, the ministry of for-
eign affairs of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam said U.S.

bombing raids against civilian -

areas in Laos and the DRV had
taken a toll of numerous lives,
pagodas, schools and hospitals.

The DRV foreign ministry spokes-
man said that in an effort to
save its Meo puppet and Thai
mercenary forces, the U.S. Com-
mand had sharply increased the.
bombing of civilian areas in the
vicinity of the Plain of Jars,
which has been in Neo Lao Hak-
sat hands since mid-December.
The U.S. bombing raids had kill-
ed many Laotian civilians, he
said, and were another gross vio-
lation of the 1962 agreement on
Laos. : :

Sisouk told UPI the main threat
to Long Cheng comes from the
Pathet Lao’s 130mm artillery
pieces, which are within easy
rafige of the CIA’s base 12 miles
from the Plain of Jars. The guns
have a range of more than 16
miles. The. Meo puppet troops
were trained and supported at

and Thai mercenaries

enormous expense to American
taxpayers; who.also foot the bill
for the Thai mercenaries and the
Royal Laotian Army puppet troops.
. Other Indochina developments:

SAIGON—The U.S. Command
reported 154,000 U.S. troops are
still in Indochina, 15,000 more
than the 139,000 President Nixon
claimed would be in the war
zone by the end of January, 1972.
The manpower count does not in-
clude 13,000 Navy personnel
aboard U.S. Seventh Fleet ships
in the South China Sea off the
Vietnamese Coast, or 32,000 Ameri-
can airmen stationed in Thailand.

HANOI—Establishment of diplo-
matic relations with India brings
to 41 the number of countries
with which the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam maintain diplo-
matic relations. In.1965 the num-
ber was only 18. . o

BANGKOK—Royal Thai Army
Commander Gen. Prapass Charu-
sathiara said Monday that the
sappers who raided the United
States Airforce base at U-Tapao
and knocked out three B:52 strato-
fortresses were “Communists.”
The base is 80 miles south of
Bangkok.

SAIGON—National Liberation
forces attacked Saigon puppet
troop position in Qui Nhon, South
Vietnam's fourth largest cily and
in the so-called Iron Triangle, 29
miles northwest of Saigon, and
ambushed a unit of the U.S. 1ith
Armored Calvary Regiment. A
Saigon government spokesman
said a hamlet was attacked early
Monday six miles from the capi-
tal.
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- One Who Was There Assesses the CIA’s ]ob in Laos

2 A b!‘lef article in The Washington Post of
. Décember 27 quoted Congressman G. V.
Montgomery as saying “What I know about
Laos is that the CIA has done a pretty lousy
-job and has been ineffective.”

‘One could answer such an assertion by
“simply saying that as the chairman of the
,House Select Committee on U. S. Involve-
“ment in Southeast Asia, he should know
“more about Laos than that, particularly
‘when what little he knows is manifestly
“wrong.

1 spent 17 years as ‘a CIA employee and
left in early 1968 because of my basic opposi-
~tion to United States involvement in South-
_east Asia, My last four years in the agency
“were totally involved with Asian affairs. My
knowledge of what CIA has done and has
not done are obviously more detailed than
Mr. Montgomery s, but it seems to me that if
he is going to m'xke public statements, he
-should at least take into consideration faets

,which have been well publicized.

¢

It is clear {at least to me) from the Saigon
dateline on the piece in question, that the
congressman arrived at his remarkable con-
clusion after discussion with military
sources in Vietnam who have been itching
for at least six years to expand their own op-
-erations into Laos. Their desires in this
direction must increase daxly as the Ameri-
-ean role in Vietnam winds down. 1f they
don’t find something new, the time may
come when they lave no war at all to fight.

In order to assess CIA performance in
Laos it is necessary to know what it was
. asked to do.

CIA involvement in Laos stems from the

. agreement by the U.S.A,, and other powers

" involved, to withdraw

all foreign troops
from Laos. The agreement was signed in

“1962. It became apparent immediately there-

-after that the North Vietnamese, in violation

of the agreement, were continuing to send
irregular forces and supplies to the Commu-
nist Pathet Lao. Their purpose was clear—to
establish a Communist government in Vien-
tiane which would allow the North Viet-
namese free access to the portion of the Ho
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Chi Minh trail in Laos and the road across
central Laos to Thailand. The government of
the United States decided to mount an oper-
ation to thwart the North Vietnamese pur-
pose. Because the Geneva agreement pre-
cluded the use of U.S. military forces or agd-
visers, CIA was designated as the executive
agent to handle the training and support of
the non-Communist Meo tribes who lived in
and. around the Plain of Jars. The Meo force
was the only army in Laos capable of stop-
ping the Pathet Lao (supported by the North
Vietnamese) from quickly over-running the
Plain of Jars, which was essential to the
Communist purpose.

The point to remember here is that the de-
cision to act was a U.S. government decision;
not one arrived at by CIA. I think the deci-
sion was wrong, just as I think almost every
other decision with regard to our involve-
ment in Indochina has been and continues
to be wrong. That is not the point under dis-
cussion.

The question is: what kind of job did CIA
do with the task assigned it in Laos?

The answer, based on any comparison
with the U.S. military effort in Vietnam,
would have to be. 4 spectacular success.

My personal knowledge of the operation
ended in mid-1967, the last time I visited
Long Tieng, the seat of the headquarters of
Gen, Vang Pao, the Meo leader, At that {ime

there were roughly 35.000 Meo tribesmen-

under arms fighting daily with the Pathet
Lao and North Vietnamese irregulars. This
force had been fighting successfully for five
years and inasmuch as they held Long Tieng
until a few days ago, continued for another
four years to beat off a vastly superior Com-
munist army. The CIA contingent support-
ing them in Laos and in Thailand did not
excced 40 Americans, plus a small air con-
tingent which air-delivered supplies and
personnel. Imagine 40 Americans in support
of 35,000 friendly tribesmen. Compare this
with the situation in Vietnam in 1967 when
we had about 400,000 U.S. troops fighting
for, and supporting, an army of roughly 1

million Vietnamese, and they were losing at
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every turn. Had the U.S. Army had the re-
sponsibility for the support of the Meo, we
probably would have had a minimum of
15,000 U.S. troops in Laos., Naturally that fig-
ure would have included cooks, bakers, pas-
try chefs, many chauffeurs for the many
generals, PX managers, laundry officers,
radio and television station personiel, mo-
tion picture projectionists, historians, social
scientists, chaplains and a varicty of simi-
lar types essential to the conduct of a war
by the U.S. military, but which the CTA op-

_eration with the Meo seemed to be able to

forgo.

For eight years this ragtag force defended
its area of responsibility, protecting the
backside of the South Vietnamese—with no
U.S. troops fighting at their side, not to say
in front of them as in Vietnam. They accom-
phshed this with the support of a handful of
Americans and with the loss of perhaps
three or four American lives.

Can anyone seriously suggest that this
was a lousy job? -

In fairness to Congressman Montgomery,
it is not entirely his fault that he is not fully
informed. The role of the CIA with the Meo
has been an open secret for years; known to
Lao of high and low degree, foreign journal-
ists, diplomats in Vientiane and almost any-
one else with the interest to {find out. Given
this situation it would be comic if it were
not tragie that the Executive branch of the
U.S. government was willing to share this se-
cret with Lao generals known to be traffick-
ing in opium, but not with the Congress of
the United States.

Perhaps someday Mr. Montgomery and his
colleagues in the Congress will establish a
real CIA watchdog committee, long overdue,
which will give the agency the scrutiny re-
quired. W hen that is done I am sure a sub-
stantial number of lousy operations will be
uncovered. I am confident. however, fhat
when they take a long hard look at the CIA
operation with the Meo in the gencral con-
text of the war in Southeast Asia, there will

be general approval. .
THOMAS F. McCOY.
Washington. . ;
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SAC Base Is a Target of Command 05!

From World-Herald Press Services. |

Terrorist commandos  at-
tacked the big Thai-U.S5. BS5Z
bomber base early today at
Utapao, 9% miles south of
Bangkok, a Thai military
spokeésman said. Two B52 were
syeported slightly damaged.

Details of the attack were
sketchy, but Thai officials said
an undetermined number of
sappers hit the base at 2:40
a.m., the Associated Press
reported. There were no reports
of ‘casualties. .

It was the first attack on the
base, one of the biggest U.S
installations in Asia.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok
refused to confirm or deny that
the attack had taken place. A
spokesman there referred all
queries to the Thai govern-
ment’s National Security Coun-
cil.

for the Strategic Air Com-
mand’s giant eight-engined
Stratofortresses,
been bombing Communist com-
mand targets in South Vietnam,

Utapao is the headquarters

‘back, according to United Press
:International.

i InVietnam, a terrorist tossed
"a hand grenade filled with tiny
‘steel balls into & bonfire at a
tyouth rally in Qui Nhon Satur-
.day, killing or- wounding 189
‘persons in one of the worst ter-
‘ror attacks of the Indochina
"war, U.S. sources said.

i The commando attack was the
‘first time Communist guerrillas
‘had succeeded in entering the
!gefense perimeters of the LOngf
!Cheng, -operated by the U.S:
Gen P y L
rabout 80 miles north of the

-Qui Central Vietnam City were |

o

tral _Intelligence___Agency |*

[Laotian capital of Vientiane,
'since their- 130mm guns laid

B ———

|

which have-

Cambodia and along the Laotian-

border almost daily since 1967.
" 1t also is the base for a wing
of KC135 aerial tankers, which
provide - midair refueling for
U.S. Air Force fighter bombers
over Laos and Vietnam.

North Vietnamese  sapper
units armed with B40 rocket

launchers and explosives made -

a daring commando raid.Satur-
day . night against the
supersecret CIA base at Long

Cheng,..Lagos, but were beaten,

Ve

siege to the base three days ago,
the sources said. Six of the Meo
tribesmen who 'run the base for
the CIA were killed. No
material damage was reported. |

Sources in Qui Nhon City
described the carnage from the]
grenade explosion. as terrible.
They said all four hospitals in

As of Sunday afternaon, théi

sources said, the foll stood at 12 y
dead and 177 wounded. A

- TR ——-..

filled to overflowing with vic-

—_—
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! Prom News Dispaiches {least of Long Chengl; Laotian’ : .ol :
VIENTIANE, Jan. 9-—North:lgovernment  troops were re-
‘Vi.etnamese guerrillas armcr} ported to be dug in on high
with rocket launchers and ex-: _ 1
plosives made a commanilo ground -around the belea-
raid last night against Lon3 guered base.
Cheng, in an apparent attemp! Meanwhile, in South Viet.
to blow up ihe remajning mili- nam, the government

::f';g igz’;‘:}natﬁéﬁiag ﬂ;gullfél:; launched an investigation into
. g " one of the; worst terrorist
said ‘;)ode;y. 1léutkthe guerrillas grenade attacks of the war
we,ﬁ]eeaq;ﬁ,c:sc “aid this was | Which occurred in the coastal

TR . e city of Quinhon, 275 miles
the first time Commgn&s‘;ncc;r;ll_-_ northeast of Saigon, last night.
mandos have succeede U.S. officials said reports

tering the defense b ics reaching them put the toll at
i north of Vientiane, since their Iillrie ‘Vlcgnfém%set,‘l;}llted and
lartillery began shelling the wounded, but Vietnamese
2 T authorities put the count at 12

base earlier this month. "
The Norih Vietnamese were killed and 115 wounded.

i ff before they could , The grenade was hurled
gzllfizrxlreotheir aim, leaving 12 from a distance by a terrorist
of their dead when they with- as 1,200 Vietnamese students
Grew, the sources said. 8ix pro- and their teachers held a gov-
gove}nment Meo guerrillas ernment-sponsored rally at a
were killed. No damage to the SOCCET stadium.
base was reported. While authorities in Quin-

. 10n Monday con]mand(js] hon blamed the attack on the ]
‘sttacked the 'big U.S.-Thail Vietcong, officials in Saigon

S. | viete :

B52 bomber base at Utapao, Said it may have been an in-
90 miles south of Bangkok, a ternally inspired political plot
Thailand military spokesman t“r) assgflsmatehCol. l\llguyen
said. One B-52 was reported 3an ue, the newly ap-
damaged, but there were no pointed chief of Binh Dinh

£ 't -asualties,] Province and mayor of Quin-
Teports o. carus === hon, who was present at the

Long Cheng is run by Meo yally. e was injured but re-
tribesmen trained and ported in good condition.
equipped by the U.S, Central, In another development,
Intelligence Agency. It hasjmore than 1,500 Vietnamese
been in danger of falling since ;Y?tl' drEfufgees have t'i)leen air£
Communist forces drove Lao- ated from . norsnerimos
tian troops and Thai irrcgu- Quangtrl'_ Province to Phuoc-
lars from the Plain of Jars last tuy Province southeast of Sai-
month. o gon in what government offi-

. .. cials described as the start of
Defense Minister Siscuk Na a massive resetﬂerment pro-

Champasack said Thursday; gram.

that the fall of LonZ Lheag! - gources said the Sai
. | ] 8 d th gon re-

could open the way for Com-| gime eyentually hopes to relo-
mL13}clslt infiltration into the{ l4vo" yn to 250,000 villagers
capital. . ' i

Laoctian intelligence analysts I\;vlggedhal\)/; f&eagzr ‘:;eél cd‘;s
reported that about 300 Nesth| o0 (0 Tive in refugee camps
Vietnamese already had infil-' y Ve ges ps.
trated the hills, 4 miles south-.
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Enemy Drive Poses Major Threatin Lacs

. . {
'fenses of-Long Tieng, the major|{year have lowered the sirike

By TILLMAN DURDIN Lactian mountain base, 85!|capability of American fighters
Speclal to The New York Times miles north of Vientiane, and|/and bombers over Laos. New
VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan, 8— thc area around] it.h q Ielquipmet}llt on helicopter gun-i

; — Long Tieng, the headquarters|'ships that operate against

The latest Communist.offensive fer special foreces frained ancj;/?lorth Vietnamese  ground

in Laos has confronted the financed by the United States Aransport compensates to some
United States-backed Govern-. Central Intelligence  Agency,f degree for the diminished num-
ment of Prince Souvanna Phou-' held out against last year's dry¥.ber, however.
ima with the most critical mili-; season as_saul(tlz by I:\IIorth _\t/ie.t-fzﬂ An advantageuto ;)e ﬁddedfﬁ
. PO . . imamese invaders. Now it is the new strength of the No:
tary situation it has faced mf’being shelled by long-range Vietnamese in numbers and
years. | artillery rockets and mortars equipment is the fact that this
For the moment the offen- and has been evacuated by its dry season they have launched
isive, being pressed by North defenders for an alternative their olfensive earlier than ever
. ‘Viet na troo ith mi rear base, before. The rains are still
tnamese troops with minor ““qya air field has been shelled months away and thus they
assistance from Communist-led and fuel dumps have been set iplenty of time to utilize their
Pathet Lao wunits, has been afire. Laotian troops have mov- 'increased capabilities to the
checked. But the Communist ed from rear base itself, situ- maximum. .

ieffort has far from spent itself ated in a low-lying area, to

: . j dug-in positions in the sur-
and could culminate in a dras- rounding hills. ;

'tlc reverse for Government  Reports today said that
iforces. North Vietnamcse patrols had
In southern L jva thrust avound Long Tieng and
has takcn theaoz the delVG clashed with Laotian troops to .
. ) OMMUNISES tha syothwest and southeast. |
jdeeper into :Governmcnt terri- In emergency airlifts, Amer-
‘ ltory than they have ever pene- ican  transport. planes have:
trated before. brought strong Laotian: rein-
forcements into the Long Tieng

l It is estimated that 4,000 ‘cocror and are building up sup-

‘North Vietnamese troops have plies to replace those lost at
in the last two weeks occupied Long Tieng and in the hasty
all of  the sirategic Boloven Tetreat from the Plaine des
Plateau except for a grip by Jarres. Concurrently, American

7. bombers are blasting the Nortl
Government forces on Ban Nhik! Vi};tr[m)grrfezeesupnly tr’oﬂtz Igowﬂ;
at the extreme western bulgel the Ho Chi Minh Trail and

‘of the plateau. Laotian units! across the Plaine des Jarres.

there are clinging stubbornly' | Meunwiile, troops of the
to the little village in the face ;i-j ‘(‘:‘3 h‘zf‘;‘ti,?:ﬁgn;orgfﬁnUg;g;
of an assault by three North "/ /'p et 100 in recent years
Vietnamese battalions that has sotive in the jungle-covered
been going on for two days and s along the highway from
nights, ) ;,hc-re to Luang Prahang, the
North Vietnamese infantry; .foval Cﬂff-‘lg‘%}};r‘f:&?%t ﬂ)obzr?éllg:
action in the Ban Nhik area is i, oTn blown up and the
being ‘supported by mortars’ ipg.d e,
and light artillery while Laotian ! The Morth Vietnamese have
troopsl are ﬂettin'g ‘rour\d:the-\ not oniy throwvn more - troops

i - ot than ever before into this dry
ia - C
clock assistance from ‘Laotian coqaom's | campaign but have

T-28 fighter-bombers {flying. added innovations in equipment
out of an air base at Pakse, @ ¢hit ojve them a marked in-
provincial capital 20 miles to crease in effectiveness. .

the west. . The North Vietnamese have
: more and better antiaircraft
United States Alr Force gurs than- ever before, and
.planes are also helping pound Tq1G-21 planes. The MIG's rare-
the arca around Ban Nhik, and ly engage in combat action, but
*the combined air action is cred- jthey do appear irregularly and
jted with causing heavy North furtively in Laotian -SkICS.
- Vietnamese casvalties ‘and |Every time they are sighted
blinting the Communist thrust. |they cause an alert for Ameri-
“In the north, after charging lcan air units and Laotian air|
through the Laotian defenses jand ground forces that is a.
guarding the Plaine des Jarres |traublesome deterrent to unin-
in‘late Deccmber, the vanguard |[terruted pursuit of scheduled}

of three North Vietnamese di- |operations. . |
visions—an esiimated total of, withdrawels of United Stafes
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u. servicemen to be
withdrawn from the war in
Indochina will probably
be the 32,000 American
GI's stationed in five
U.S. air bases in Thailand.
These are the men most
responsible for the air
strikes in lLaos, 2 country
whose army is run by and . /
paid for by our Central .
Intelligence Agency.
- In April of 1971 Presi-
dent Nixon told the ‘
American public he expected
to be held accountable for
the way he conducted and
ended the war in Southeast
Asis. -

One of these days he may
be asked to explain the
CIA role in Laos, & small,
unfortunate kingdom of 3
million people, almost
800,000 of whom the war
and our bombing have
turned into refugees.
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Reds Testing Ground

w Laos

. By TAMMY ARBUCKLE Four more American ar-
N Special to The Star —  © npaft were hit in the Long
© VIENTIANE — North Viet- Cheng area and one Royal Lao

namese and Pathet Lao forces army  helicopter was shot
throughout Laos are shelling, down at Ban Nhik.
probing and launching smail = «There are some tough

commando attacks in prepara- clashes going on, particularly
tion for the second phase of portheast of Long Cheng,” a
their dry scason offensive, military source said.
military .sources said yester- The North Vietnamese are
ay. . ' now bringing up their supplies,
North Victnamese Sappers ang the major attack is likely
Thursday hit an ammunition goon, the military says.
dump beside Long Cheng air- ~ Ajlied forces are making
strip causing a chain reaction preparations to meet the at-
of explosions throughout Fri- {50k Two new Thai units have
day and yesterday that closed arrived at the Long Cheng
the airstrip. _ area.
Friday night, sappers with =~ American advisers have set
A0 rocket launchers shot up @ yp a new firebase near Long
Meo trammng camp near Long Cheng, named Firebase
Cheng, killing three allied sol- “Thunder.” .
diers. New artillery pieces are roll-
North Vietnamese long- ing aleng Vientiane’s main
range 130mm artillery ham- street heading north to replace
mer Skyline Ridge and other some of the 36 artillery pieces
Long Cheng positions daily. the allies have lost in fighting

Drive

Jars into the Vientiane plain
and the Pathet Lao taking the
west bank.

This gives the North Vief-.
namese the hard core Meo
tribal resistance to crack,
while the Pathe! Lao deals
with the weaker Lao army.

In the south, Hanoi is con-.
centrating on widening the Ho
Chi Minh Trail system, while
the north Laos push seems po-
litical, analysts said.

The Pathet Lao on the east
bank of the river will take
over populated areas along
Route 13, giving them popula-
tion and province control,
while Hanoi’s troops stay out
of sight in the mountains.
Pathet Lao will try to advance
to the Lik River, 60 miles
north of Vientiane and the old
1962 cease-fire line, then ask fo

negotiate with the Lao govern-
.ment, diplomats said.
Diplomatic sources, howev-

STATINTL .

oA
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"“‘The average Laotian hateg

the North Vietnamese on an
‘ethnic basis, but he has no
‘realization what will happen
1o his way of life should the
Pathet Lao come to power.
Pathet Lao promises seem
better than staying and dying
in the jungles.

Rank-and-file Amerlcans in
Laos feel that unless the U.S.
gets_tough and forces a clean-
up in the Lao government,
Lfaéos .may as well be written
off.

The other alternative Is to
get out,

Americans point out that the
North Vietnamese themselves
have had to get tough with the
Pathet Lao lately to clean up
misbehavior and make them
more acceptable to' the Lao-
tian viliager,

One result of this has been
mass Pathet Lao defections to

They fired over 600 shells over
the past four days.

‘These 9%%-ton artillery pieces
must be towed by tractor, but
none has been spotted to date,

Flashes seen south of the
Plain of Jars are believed
caused by North Vietnamese
pyrotechnics to mislead
. American ferward ground and

air controllers as to the guns’
" location. The North Vietnam-

ese also have introduced an
early warning radar system in
north Laos to help protect
their artillery pieces from

American air power,

North of the royal capital of
Luang Prabang, Lao irregular
positions are under continuous
shelling and probing,.

Small Pathet Lao units have
cut ‘Route 13 linking Luang,
Prabang and Vientiane,

In south Laos the Vietnam-
ese are shelling Ban Nhik and
probing with infantry. Ban
Nhik, midway between Pakse
-and the Bolovens Plateau town
of Paksong blocks. any Hanoi
advance toward {he Mekong
i River down to the west edge of
“the plateau..

All these actions have been
accompanied by unprecedent-
ed Communist antiaircraft
fire, A U.S. jet Ranger heli-
copter belonging to Lao Air
Development, a U.S. company
under contract to the U.S, AID
mission
Route 13
gencral,

since December, er, helieve the present govern- the government side in South
The first phase of the cur- ment of Prince  Souvanna Laos.

rent Communist offensive in Phouma, will neither ask the Central Intelligence Agency

Laos opened Dec, 18. United States to stop bombing officials who jumped initially
By Dec. 20 the Plain of Jars nor give the Communists a at the chance to use these do-

fell and by year’s end, the majority of seatsin a new Lao fectors have found them just

"BRBroURH.ROr

North Vietnamese were in a government, A coup hy some as useless as
ircle around Long top Lao anxious for peace at did.

semic
Cheng, the combined U.S. Air
Force and CIA base in north-
east Laos,

Long Cheng and Meo tribes-
men from other CIA centers
such as Pakkao, southeast of
"Long Cheng, fled the area.

During the first week in Jan-

uvary, the North Vietnamese
began completing the encircle-
ment of Long Cheng, position-
ing their {roops and bringing

* up. supplies. “The North Viet-

namese advance was so fast it
surprised even them, and they
outdistanced their logistic,” a
military source said.

In south Laos the Hanoi of-
fensive tock the western edge
of the Bolovens plateau, .in-
cluding Paksong, and the Lao
were pushed back 10 miles
down the western slope of the
platean. Now the North Viet-
namese are aiming to chop up
the Lao on Route 23 at Ban
Nhik and push them back to
the banks of the Mekong River.

The attack in north Laos had
one unusual characteristic.
There apparently was a divi-
sion of labor, with the North

Halease 0800545

which flows from the Plain of

ny cost could upset this cal-
culation.

The prospect of continued
Vientiane political toughness
could be compromised by the
poor state of the allied troops.

The Thais are primarily
mercenary rather than consid-
ering themselves fighting to
defend Thailand. The individu-
al Lao soldier’s morale in
most units is poor because he
has no motivation to fight.

“The trouble i3 the indivi

dual Lao soldier feels no loy ¢
alty to the government. He theip

the Vietnamese

American advisers ara
unanimous in the opinion here
that no 'matter how much mili-
tary equipment and bombing
support the United States pro-
vides, unless the individual
soldier fights, it is all wasted.

This problem of motivation
and poor leadership leaves
many Americans here pes-
simistic over the outcome in
the next round of fighting.

Only the highest members of
the U.S. mission seem oblivi-
us. “They go on planning
Interlogking fire and de-

has no cause to motivate hin fenses, hoping they will hold,

to fight,”” Western militaryipoy
n
American said.

sources -said.

Government corruption, of
ten bilking a soldier of his
pay, and opulent living by of-
ficials while the soldier fights
for years in jungle without
money or leave combined with
poor leadership in the- Lao
army leaves the ordinary sol-
dier with only one interest—
staying alive.

In Lao units, junior officers
have told correspondents,
“Why should we {fight for

gh they should know by
ow they won't,” a bitter

¥
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.- CASUALTIES for Amcrl-
can ground forces in one

‘week: one, Vietnamese, Lao-

‘tian, Cambodian casualties
during. one week of bomb-,
ing? . The _nameless, un-.
counted total of dead,
maimed, napalmed may be
in the hundreds or it may be

. Lhousands No one knows.

This is the double-sland--.
md that bombing as an in-*
strument to hold the line on
Vietnamization imposes. The
five days of bhombing, the
heaviest in three years, are
justified as protection for
the remaining American
troops in South Vietnam. As
the total drops still lower,
the nced for more and more
bombing will be inevitable.

There have been countless
news stories out of Vietnam

- ahout Vietnamese hospitals,

hopelessly overcrowded,
about patients lying on the
floor, about adequate treat-
ment all but nonexistent,
and about mnapalmed and
wounded children being car-
riecd many miles by their
parents only to {ind no care
available. To this toll of mis-
ery must be added the refu-
gees—in all the three states
perhaps as many as $10,000,-
000—who live at a bare sub-
sistence level in crowded,
festering camps,

RENEWED BOMBING
will be essential as the diffi-
culties mount for indigenous
forces in the three states of
‘Indochina. The Communist
noose is being drawn tight
in Cambodia. In Laos CIA
supported forces have been
driven back. and from the
high command of the South
Vietnamese armerd  forees
has come word hat they

‘will  not - again  sacrifice ¢

‘erack. divisions to hold the.
line -in Laos. That is what
happened last weck when
the threat to Vietnam grow-
Aing out of Communist suc-
icesses in neighboring Laos

was great.

. The. race to Vietnamize
the war, scaling down the
total of American ground
forces to 35,000 by next Nov.
‘9, is also a race between the
‘survival of a pecople and a
land and total destruction. -
vediFomnReledse

of infiltration trails, even

The Hmﬁ@n T@H
@f U.s. R@mﬁ}mgs

w1th hundreds of sortles as
in the recent step-up, can
halt the movement of men
and material to the Commu-
nist cadres in the south is
doubtful. Again and again

the bombers have been re- -
- ported as shutting off the

supply line. Yet Communist
mortars continue to fire.

" The parallel with- the:
bombing of Germany and
Japan in World War 1I
hardly applies, Some impact
resulted when a ball-bearing
factory was destroyed, al-
though as the strategic
bombing . survey in 1945 re-.
vealed the effect was mar-
ginal, Indochina does not-
have munitions plants. It is’
merely a funnel for the sup-
plies coming f{from Chinav-
and Russia.

That raises a clnllmg pros-
peet. If the funnel is to be
choked off, the choking off-
process must begin at the
mouth. That is to say, at.
Haiphong harbor, the port
of enlry for the bulk of the
weapons supplied by the So-
viets, and perhaps also -at.
Hanoi which is a processing
and trans-shipping point.

THE PESSIMISTS who-
see nothing but futility - in.
bombing the trails Jbelieve,
that in a pinch, with Viet-
namization seriously jeop--
ardized, the President will®
sanction an all-out attack. It :
was Sen. Barry Goldwater,
who In one of his blithe.
moods ‘said that the Air-
Force could reduce ‘North
Vietnam to a parking lotin-
24 hours if only it was given
its way.

This is a most unlikely
prospect at the present stage
of the war. The repercus-
sions in this country would
be too glcat The war would
become an issue again. Ani L
having thus far rather suc-;
cessfully defused. it . the.,
President is unlikely to stir
up e homets nest of pro-
test. %

With the ;llus‘on of pin-y

I

'm..e-

”

fnittee on refugees, ‘onejof4i
the few groups to be con:,
cerned, the cumulative total
in seven years of bombing*
may be as hlgh as one mxl-:
lion, : 3

But if thlS is the callous
price. of. bringing the boys,
home it must surely he of"

‘more urgent and immediate*

concern to President Ngu:s
yven Van Thicu of South
Vietnam. He can  ‘hardly
hope to keep 4 stable gov--
ernment with a people re-

‘peatedly batfered by a secem-,
.ingly endless war. And a sta-

ble government after 1972 is,
theoxeucally one of Amcn-

ca’s aims.
© 1972, United Feature Syndlclt{

vo.nt bombing of military,

targets the American consci_-v
ence appears unfroubled ‘by

129@195@85‘“%%%33
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More U.S. raids despite world protests
SAIGON—The U.S. Command reported a U.S. Air Force F105 jet

“fighter-bomber attack on t

he Democratic Republic of Vietnam and B52

bombing raids near Khe San and in the so-called Demilitarized Zone

(DMZ).

U.S. military sources complained that DRV MiGs were still flying

despite the massive U.S.

bombing raids-during the Christmas sea-

son on DRV airfields. Military sources complained the strikes appa-
rently had done little harm to the DRV airforce. Reports from the
DRV show that extensive damage was done to schools, hospitals,
homes and some installations and to the civilian population.

In war operations in
,Cryptographic equipment

Laos, U.S. officials reported that secret
at Long Cheng had been removed along

with electronic devices used to help U.S. bombers in raids. Long
Cheng is the “‘secret’” base operated by the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency which has been conducting its own war in Indochina.
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1085 OF KBY BASE
“INLAOS IS FEARED

U.S. Aides See Major Blow
if Long Tieng Is Overrun

By TERENCE SMITH

_ Bpeclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Jan. 5—Unit-
ed States officials said today;
that there was a “better than
50-50 chance” that Communist
forces would overrun the stra-
tegic Laoiian base at Long
Tieng in the next few weeks.

~The officials said this would
be the dcepest Communist
penetration into Northern l.aos
in the war and would effective-
ly eliminate Maj. Gen. Vang
Poa, the Meo commander as a
political and military force in
Laos.

Long Tieng has served for
the last several years as head-
quarters for General Vang Pao
and his clandestine army of

Meo irregulars. It has also been
the main base for United States’
military and intelligence opera-
tlons in northeast Laos.

The military base, which in-
cludes a strategically important
airstrip, has been under heavy
ehemy artillery bombardment
since last Friday.

Beveral regiments of North
Vietnamese troops have report-
edly surrounded the base and
have been pounding the head-
quarters buildings and airstrip
with 130-mm. guns—the heavi-
est ever used by the enemy in
Laos.

Most of General Vang Pao’s
troops "are said to have with-
drawn to the hills surrounding

.$hé base. The troops, Meo
tribesmen, are equipped and fi-
nanced by the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. Officials said the
headquarters has been largely
evacuated and that Long Tieng
itself has been downgraded to a
forward operations base.

# .\ Equipment Removed

",
"4 Most of the advanced com-
sauhications equipment that the
‘CIA. and military intelligence
have used to monitor North
Viftnamese activity also has
been removed, officials here
said, although the airstrip is
stil functional and contact has
beEn maintained with Vientiane,
the laotian capital.

Administration officials said
that the fall of Long Tieng
would be as much a political
bléw as a military one. Their
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eral Vang Pao, the short, fiery
Meo mountaineer who has pro-
vided the rallying point for his
people for nearly a decade.

His army, which at times has
been reported to number as|
many as 30,000 troops, now is
thought to be reduced to a few
thousand. Informed sources also.
said that the great majority of
the estimated 5,000 Thai ‘“vol-
unteers” fighting with the
Meos have scattered in the face
of . the North Vietnamese of-
fensive.

In the course of four days
of bitter fighting, between Dec.
17. and 21, the Meo forces were
driven from the Plaine des
Jarres by the most determined
North Vietnamese assault  in
Northern Laos. The drive was
supported by tanks and, for
the first time, North Vietnam-
ese MIG fighters.

- 7,500 Thai Troops in Laos

“The administration’s analysts
believe the offensive is de-
signed in part to dissuade
Thailand from military involve-
ment in Laos. As many as
7,500 Thai troops have been
fighting alngside the Laotian
irregulars in recent months.

«In addition the analysts see
the attack as a message from,
Hanoi to the  American Con-
gres, to the ecifect that any
expanion of the Nixon policy
of Vietnamization outside Viet
nam will be met by accelerated
North Vietnamese activity. |

-The attacks in Laos, the in-,
tensified fighting in Cambodiar
and the recent aggressivencss|
of the North Vietnamese Air.
Force are all regarded here as:
an effort to influence Congress,
particularly the Senate, to de-
mand an end to the war. The
North Vietnamese goal, offi-
cials helieve, is to set the Con-
gress to force the President to
cut off all military and eco-
nomic assistance to the Saigon
Government.

.The assault on Long Tieng;
is- scen as an integral part of
ehis strategy.

"The base had been vigorous-
1y defended in past years main-
ly for fear of the political rami-
fications of its fall. In a report
prepared last May for the
Sénate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, two staff members,
James G. Lowenstein and Rich-
ard M. Moose, wrote that they
had "been advised” by bhoth
American and Laotian officials!
“that they would consider the
loss of Long Tieng to be a
disastrous psychological blow.”

“Geneal Vang Pao was paf-
ticularly adamant on this
point,” the investigators wrote,
“for Long Tieng represents
virtually the last” foothold of
the Meo people in northern
Laos.”
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By Richard E. Ward

U.S. aircraft engaped in massive, indiscriminate bomb-
ings of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam last week.

According to the Associated Press and other press
reports, all available U.S. aircraft in the Indochina
arca—at least 350—are being used in the atlacks, the
largest since President Nixon took office and perhaps the
largest single series of raids since U.S. bombings of North
Victnam began in August 1964,

In a cynical abuse of the English language, the raids
have been characterized by the Nixon administration as
“limiled- duration proteclive reaction strikes.” But the
attacks actually are new proof that Washington has not
abandoned its dreams of victory in Indochina through
airpower. This is the nearly unanimous view of the
including journalists reporting from.
Saigon and Washington as well as edilorial commentary.

“Nearly seven years after President Lyndon B. John-
son began sustained bombing of North Vietnam...
another American President is relying heavily on air-
power to achieve his objectives in Indochina,” wrote
Neil Sheehan in the Dec. 28 New York Times. ““It has
been held as doctrine,” continued Shechan, *by a
makers since John I
Kennedy took office in 1961 that the threat of
bombing, or bombing itself would intimidate” the North
Vietnamese leaders “to order the Vietcong guerrillas ih
the South to halt their insurrection against the Saigon
government.”

“Limited duration”

It is evident that this is the doctrine still adhered to
by the chief figures of the Nixon administration—Nixon
himself, chief White' House advisor Henry Kissinger and
Defcnse Sccretary Melvin R. Laird. The latter defended
the raids and threatened North Vietnam with further
massive attacks in a Dec. 28 press conference where
journalists forced from him an admission that the latest
U.S. attacks are similar to those carricd out
former Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara, ““The
major difference,” conceded Laird, ““is that these are of
limited duration....” Laird would not define what he
considered limited duration, but it was clear that the
raids constituted an effort to force Hanoi to agree to
U.S. termis for a settlement in Vietnam and to compen-
sate for some of the gravest reverses suffered by the U. S,
throughout Indochina since Nixon took office.

The latest U.S. attacks against North Vietnam fol-
lowed major victories by liberation forces in Laos and
Cambodia and a severe deterioration of the position of
the Saigon regime, the latter confronted by unprece-
dented political opposition.

During the past month in Laos, the forces of the Lao
Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao) have made strategic gains
on all major fronts. The liberation forces have re-
captured the Plain of Jars, which was briefly held by the
puppet. forces and Thai mercenaries during the rainy
season. In southern Laos, liberation forces resisted
efforts of the U.S.-backed troops to retake the Bolovens.

under-
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Meo troops, has come under heavy attack by the Pathet
Lao.

“Communist forces in the mountain regions of

northern Laos,” reported D. E. Ronk from Vientiane in
the Dec. 24 Washington Post, ‘‘are «in a position to
destroy the CIA-sponsored Meo army following last
weekend'’s rapid rout of Gen. Vang Pao’s pro-govern-
ment troops from the Pizin of Jars.”

“Morale at Long Chieng,” continued Ronk, “‘has
plunged to its lowest point in more than a year with
frightened Meo families hurriedly flecing toward the
south.

“Persistent reports from Long Chieng neither con-
firmed nor denied by spokesmen here, say Air America
cargo planes are evacuating important equipment from
the isolated base,” he wrole.

“Long Chlcng has a ccrtain psychological importance
for Meo tribesmen who are aligned in clans with Gen.
Vang Pao and the CIA. Most knowledgeable sources here
believe the fall of Long Chieng would take the binding
force out of Vang Pao’s army and send the troops and
ll*c:ir families ;back to the hills to resume their nomdadic
ives .
“This would leave the entire mountainous region of
northern Laos under the control of the Pathet Lao and
their North Vietnamese allies.

In Cambodia, the pro-U.S. forces of Phinom Penh and
Saigon troops sent to the rescue have recently suffered
their greatest defeats sincg, a ClA-backed coup toppled
the neutralist government of Prince Norodom Sihanouk
last year. These defeats, wrote Gloria FEmerson in the
Dec. 23 N.Y. Times, ‘“‘are causing deep uneasiness among
many Cambodian commanders, who privately admit
they are no lonﬂer confident about lhe outcome of the
war.

“Much of this anxiety results from the recent defeat
of Cambodian troops trying to reopen an enemy-
occupied section of Route 6....The collapse of the
campaign disclosed the Cambodlan army- was still sickly
and in deep confusion.”
Puppets coilapse "

The defeats of the pro-U.S. forces in Cambodia hﬂve
left in their wake an army on the verge of collapse and a
puppet leadership fighting among themselves, according
to Western press sources and f{irst reporied in the Dec.
15 Guardian by Wilfred Burchett. “While enemy forces
make damaging advances in the countryside, an im-
portant contest tor leadership 1s currently takimng place
among Cambodia’s senior political and military leaders,”
Peter Osnos wrote in the Dec. 19 Washington Post.

After detailing the competition for power in Phnom
Penh, Osnos wrote that “public and official morale has
fallen sharply in recent weeks—lower, it is said, than at
any since the war spread to the country in March
1970. .. .Many of the young intellectuals and profes-
sionals who flocked to the government after the toppling
of Prince Sihanouk are now said to be qujctly bowing
out as they lose faith in the ability of the regime to carry

platean, oncApigspoRield e Ris|@asw2000/95/45 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2

L CIA protege two weeks
" the larpest CIA base in Laos, the top-secret installation
at Tone Chiene (couth af the Plain of Iare) used by the

“As for. the. beleagured Cambodian army, some
analysts believe that if its fortunes continue to sink.
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By Wilfred Burchett
Guardian staff correspondent
Peking, China

The resumed U.S. heavy bombing
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam for four days last week is a
vicious response to the defeats being
suffered by Washington’s puppet
forces throughout Indochina.

Contrary to explanations from
Washington, the bombings were not .
confined to military targets. At least
one large hospital was hit, along with
a number of civilian buildings.  ~

“Nazi logic” :

Nixon has been treating North
Vietnam's towns and villages with
‘Nazi-ty pe logic: they are hostages o
U.S. bombing attacks. Ile has esca-
lated the air war due to the stagger-
ing defeats suffered by client troops
" in. recent weeks in Cambodia and
Laos. .

Secretary of Defense Melvin
Laird’s pretext for the new bombing
attacks—charging that [Hanoi has vio-
lated tacit agreements on which the
bombing halt was based—is sheer
nonsense. These, “understandings”
exist only in Nixon’s imagination.

Nixon’s first year in office was
marked by the Cambodian invasion
“disaster. His second was marked by
the defeat of the Laos invasion. This
year, resistance forces have been cven
stronger all over Indochina. '

-7 5 JAN. 1972

The military initiative now rests
with the liberation armics, and the
true extent of their victories has not
yet been disclosed to the American
people. U.S. air raids are therefore
quite like the Nazi habit of shooting
hoslages: after every military reverse
in ,order to divert attention from
their defeats.

Thai's wiped out .

Most serious in this regard has
been the decimation of Thai unitsin
recent fighting around the Plain of
Jars in Laos. During three days,
December 18-21, seven battalions of
Thai troops were completely wiped
out and three ‘more were crippled. At
the same time, four battalions of the
ClIA-trained Vang Pao mercenaries
were wiped out and six others were
put out of action. The combat worth
of Thai troops is now at about the
same level as Lon Nol’s Phnom Penh
puppet army. _

In Cambodia, the defeat of Lon
Nol troops on Highway 6 northeast
of Phnom Penh has brought the
resistance forces to the very gates of
the capital.

The victories of liberation forces®

in Cambodia and Laos are only the
opening blows in their 1971-72 dry
season offensive. They have re-
peatedly shown that the puppet
troops are over-extended—the‘danger
of which every military expert under-
stands. Once again the’ U.S. finds

STATINTL

itself caught in the unresolvable con-
tradiction between concentralion
and dispersal of forces.

This is the same sort of problem
Gen. William Westmoreland found
himself faced with on the eve of the
1968 Tet offensive but with one
significant difference—now the offen-
sive is spread over the whole of
Indochina. :

“Insolent acts”’ ,

The rencwed . bombing raids also
fit in with the U.S.—provoked virtual
suspension of the Paris talks. The
DRV foreign ministry warned on
Dec. 26 that the raids are ‘“very
serious agts of war. The U.S. imperia-
lists are violating the sovercignty and
security of the DRV as well as

grossly violating their total commit- -

ment to cessation of its bombing of
North Vietnam. These very insolent
acts are a challenge to world public
opinion.”’ ’ :
Meanwhile the number of cap-
tured and killed U.S. pilots increases
and Hanoi has declared absolutely
that any further releases of U.3.
POWs is out of the question. The
foreign ministry statement continues
that “The intensification of air
strikes over the North not only fails
to save the U.S. from repeated cur-
rént setbacks in South Viefnam, Laos
and Cambodia but also invites stiil
further defeats and stronger con-
demnation from public opinion.”
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U.S. Mission in :Eﬁéé Terms
CIA Base No Longer Vital

By D. E. Ronk - top 10 miles to the southwest may be trying to put pressure
Special to The Washington Post fand CIA personnel have gone on Long Cheng from another
VIENTIANE, Jan. 4 _The Wwith their electronic equip- direction—irom the northwest
U.S. .mission in Laos has ment to the village of Ban Son down Route 13.
begun downgrading the mili. in the same area. : ‘ The road is the only direct
tary importance of the threat-: Long Cheng now serves as land link between Vientiane
enecd Meo base at Long Cheng, part of the defense perimeter -and  Luang Prabang and
according to informed U.S. for support units constructing traffic between the two towns
sources. - inew positions to the south and ‘came to halt this week when
Since the shift of all com- southwest of the base. the Communists took positions
mand and supply operations Informed sources speculated overlooking the road at a
south to safer areas, the CIA- today that Communist {roops point 115 miles north of here.
.supported base is now re-!
garded merely as a tactical po--
sition rather than a strategic
area, the sources said. ’ ,
However, other American,
-gources said the downgrading
is an effort by the U.S. mis-
sion to hide the significance of
the partial abandonment of
Long Cheng. These sources
said that loss of the basec, .
which is about 60 miles north L
of here, would be a bench- -
mark in the Laotian war since
it has become the most impor-.
tant political- -military svmbol
-in Laos with the exception of
Vientiane and the royal cap1
tal of Luang Prabang.
North Vietnamese and the
insurgent Pathet Lao forces
have been stepping up pres-
sure- on Long Cheng since!
sweeping the Meo and thier
supporting Thai artillery units!
from .the nearby Plain of Jars:
Dee. 20. The base has periodi-
cally come under heavy shell-
.'ing and has on at least one oc-
casion been subjected to a
raid by a demolition team.
‘An all-out attempt to take
the base is believed imminent.
However, U.S. sources have
said there is no intention- to
defend -it’ against a sustamed
attack.
_Gen. Vang Pao, commander
of the Meos, has moved his
headquarters to a mountain-
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Laos CIA base abandoned

VIENTIANE—Long Cheng. the biggest U.S. Central Intelligance
Agency base in Laos and headquarters of the CIA’s ‘‘Secret Army"" of /’
Meo mercenaries, was abandoned on Monday in one of the worst de-
feats ever suffered by the CIA in Laos.

Long Cheng, 105 miles north of Vientiane, was reported under
heavy artillery fire by Lao Patriotic Front forces on Sunday. Amer-
Jcan news sources said the town was deserted, with most of its
buildings on fire: sophisticated U.S. electronic equipment had been
dismantled and removed by CIA technicians. Gen. Vang Pao, head
of the CIA “Secret Army,” was said to have fled to a position 16
miles to the south of Long Cheng. In Vientiane, the forced evacua-
tion of Long Cheng was bemg called a “serlous sethack’ for the Gov-
ernment. -, B e N SO
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Lm Troops Quit Key Base

From News Dispaiches

A Laotian government
spokesman said yesterday in
Vientiane that all government
infantry troops had been
moved out of the key base of
Long Cheng in northern Laos
to be deployed in nearby vils
lages and on high ground
around the besieged base.
- The hase, 82 miles northeast!
of the capital ol Vientiane,
was in a serious danger of

being overrun by an estimaled
8,000 Communist troops, the’
spokesman said.

Heavy Communist artillery |
attacks over the weckend de.
stroyed the entire ammunition
dump in the camp, which has
been under intensive bom-
bardment since last Friday'

and is balieved to be the main
objective of a North Vietnam-
ese offensive in northern
Laos.

In Saigon, the U.S. Command
announced today that an Air
Force It-4 Phantom fighter-
bomber had been lost over
northern Laos last Friday, and

.40 miles northeast of Saigon
yesterday and shot down three

that the two crewmen were
still missing.

Earlier, the command an-
nounced that North Vietnam-
ese troops had jumped a 25-
man infantry patrol in jungles

medical evacuation helicop-
ters marked with red crosses
while the craft were trying to
lift out the wounded.

In addition to ftheir red
crosses, the medical helicop-
ters were also equipped with
{two machine guns each.

An observation helicopter
was also shot down, the com-
mand said.

The command said that one
American had been killed and
14 wounded in the action, the

biggest involving American
ground troops in more than a
month, Enemy losses in the
engagement, if any, were not
known.

The patrol had been pro-
viding security for a fire sup-

- port base in the region, the

command said.
Thexe was no ‘Jneakdown

WASHINGTON BOST

Long Cheng is the head-
guarters of Gen., Van Pao’s
progovernment Meo guerrilla
army, trained and equipped by
the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency.

The spokesman did not give
the number of the troops with-
drawn from the base but said
only auxiliary units were left
there.

The Long Cheng airstrip

| was vulnerable and only heli-

copters could get in and out
with any safety, he added.
Mbre than 30,000 civilians
were evacuated from Long
Cheng in the last two weeks
after the North Vietnamese
troops launched their offen-
sive. .
Meanwhile, Communist
troops have moved back into a
Cambodian rubber plantation
northwest of Saigon following
a partial South Vietnamese
withdrawal and have launched
heavy shelling attacks on al-
lied bascs in the area, military

sources in Saigon said.

South Vietnamese intelli-
gence reports indicated that

_the guerrillas may be in the

process of moving sizable
units into areas south of the
plantation  country around
Dautieng, South Vietnam, 40
miles northwest of Saigon.
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CIA Is Forced Out
Of Big Laos Base

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
: Star Staff Writer

VIENTIANE — Long Chen,
the main base in northeast
Laos for U.S. military and in-
telligence operations has been
downgraded to a forward base
area . for military operations,
well-informed  sources here
say.

The reason for this change is
the continuing North Vietnam-
ese pressure on and around
the base which over the week-
end included a 500-shell
artillery bombardment of the
base by Hanci long range ar-
tillery, probably 130mm guns
;zvith a Tange of 27,000 yards.

i Damage Heavy

“Phe CIA (Ceniral Intelli-
gence Agency) have gone else-
where, all the exotic crypto
equipment is out,” the sources
said. “Long Chen is nothing
more than a forward head-
quarters for military opera-
tions now.”

Other sources confirmed a
steady flow of equipment {rom
Long Chen to other places in

the high forest-clad hills in
northeast Laos.

Military sources said Hanoi
artillery had done considera-
ble damage to Long Chen. The
week-end bombardment blew
up the main ammunition
dump, destroyed an air force
fighfer-bomber ramp, dam-
aged part of the air strip and
scored hits on the U.S. air op-
erations center and CIA com-
pound. :

Only one person, a Meo was
killed in the bombardment as
most of Long Chen’s 25,000
Meo and Lao civilians fled
early last week.

Long Chen, 75 miles north-
east of Vientiane, has been the
U.S. military center for many
years.

The base is manned by a
minimum of 33 Americans
with this number sometimes
rising to 50. The CIA kept the
U.S. contingent there engaged
in monitoring Hanol communi-
cations, supervising special
military ground operations,
which included American per-
sonnel, and running logistics
for day to day military opera--
tions in northeast Laos around
the Plain of Jars and in the
Lag province bordering North
Vietnam. :

Used by Air Force

. The U.S. Air Force used
Long Chen as base for rescue
helicopters for downed jets in
the area. The Americans flew
prop—driven divebombers on
missions from Long Chen and
the Air Force kept mainte-
nance ground crews there.

The main force North Viet-
namese units are now in posi-
tions about six and ten miles
north and east of Long Chen
and Hanoi sappers are skir-
mishing with the Meo within
2,000 or 3,000 yards of the air-
strip.

The airstrip is still open fo
small U.S. aircraft and U.S.
Meo headquarters personnel
still are able to work there.
However, sources said part of
Meo Gen, Vang Pao’s head-
quarters, moved further into
the Meo heartland near the
village of Song Lai.

. Long Chen is still considered
psychologically important and
its fall would still be consid-
ered a major blow to the Meo
people who have fought Hanoi
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U.S. Says Sudden Rains
Hampered Bombing Raids

Enemy Forces Keep Up
.Shelling of Long Tieng,
. Laotians’ Key Base

* By IVER PETERSON
. Speclal to The New York Times
- SAIGON, South Vietnam, Jan.
2—Military sources here say
that a “freak weather change”
plunged the North Vietnamese
coast into fog and rain as the
first waves of United States
bombers were about to begin
last week’s raids against North
Vietnam, forcing over a third
of the attacking planes to turn
back. .
The sudden shift in weather
is being blamed by command
_ officers here for what they
describe as the over-all disap-
pointing results of the raids. If
the weather had held, the
sources say, the raids, which
went on for five days, would
have lasted less than three full

days. :
[In Laos, Agence France-
i Presse, reported that the

enemy .continued to shell

Long Tieng, the key northern
3 base where American mili-
. tary advisers are directing

some 30,000 troops.}

Other reports of the United
States command's general dis-
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Laotian base at Long
Tieng was bombarded by

TIMES

fed States command has prom-
lised to provide details of the
‘results of the bombings when
‘the analysis of the pictures is
completed.

_ The command has already
disclosed that four airfields and
11 antiaircraft gun, missile and
radar sites were bombed dur-
ing the raids. The antiaircraft
sites were ‘effectively en-
gaged,” meaning destroyed, but
officials would not give the de-
gree of damage inflicted on the
airfields.

The aicfields and gun sites
‘were attacked to stem the
‘growing  North  Vietnamese
ichallenge to the daily American

.

“tbombing of the o Chi Minh

Trail and to the fighter-bombers
that support Goverament troops
around the Plaine des Jarres
in northern Laos.

Other jets struck North Viet-
'namese supply depots to destro¥Y
namese supply depots to dcs-
troy war matériel destined for
enemy troops in Laos, Cam-

enemy forces’ artillery.

and rain over ithe north "had
 closed in and made accurate
bombing almost impossible.

“without dropping thei

fear of hitling civilian areas
iwas the main reason the jets
'did not try for their assigned
[targets. . |

After the first day, the Air!
{Force and Navy pilots were
‘given new targets and, in many
:cases, orders to strike other
targets several times, the
sources said.

This forced the United States
command to extend the raids
past the two or three days of
bombing originally planned, the

satisfaction with the bombing
l'arc beginning to come to the
isurface here as experts con-i
Itinlue to analyze thousands of
aerial photos taken to assess
the raids’ damage to North
Vietnamese aicfields, supply
dumps and antiaircraft sites.
- The five straight days of
raidg, which hegan on a Sun-
‘day, the day after Christmas,
were the most sustained bomb-
ing of North Vietnam in more
than three years.
*--The military sources said to-!
day that about 150 American
{fighter-bombers  set out just
after dawn Sunday after their
pilots were told that the weath-
er along the strikea rea was
good.

When  theyARRROYEdanhE

jsources add, the seasonal fog

|

sources said.
Barracks Were Hit

| The sources revealed that
iAmerican jets did hit North
;Vietnamese army barracks as
they went after nearby airfields
and gun sites. It is believed,
the sources said, that larger
numbers of North Vietnamese
soldiers were killed and wound-

been anticipated.

But the officers maintained
that the pilots took extreme
care to avoid civilian targets,
even to the point of aborting
one bomber’'s mission when the
pilot could not see the military
parget clearly enough through
jthe fog and rain.

ed in the bombing that hadf

bodia and South Vietnam.

TUnited States bombing
Laos is viewed as especially im-
portant now. The North Viet-
pamese and their allies, the

All but 46 plancs turned back|paiyat 140 jpuerrillas, recentlyi
r bombsijopened an offensive on several;
son target. The sources said that!'

{ronts against American-sup-
troops in the Flaine des Jarres
and on the Boloven Plateau, in
the southern panhandle,

U.S. Plane Losses High

SAIGON, Jan. 2 (AP)—
Records of the United States
command show that the United
States closed out 1971 with the
heaviest losses of tactical air-
craft since the period hefore
the bombing of North Vietnam
was ordered halted on Nov, 1,
1068.

In the last three weeks of
last month, ) Air Force and
Navy planes - rere reported lost
over North Vietnam and Laos
with 13 crewmen missing and
six rescued.

North Vietnam  reported
that it had captured seven
crewmen anrd named two it
said were killed.

The combat emphasis for the
Americans remained in the &ir
as the New Year started, with
B-52’s committed to building
up support of Laotian troops
resisting a North Vietnamese
offensive, military sources rc-
ported today. )

The B-52's had been ordered
into the area 10 days &ago,
when as many as 13,000 to

20,000 North Vietnamese sol-
t of three

| Air Force sources said tonight

Ehat the same bad weather is|
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iover the areas struck. The Unit-

diers, the cquivalent ot
divisions, were overrunning the

. electronics equipment at Loug

jitrolled parts of the country,
inj

ported Laotian and Meo tribel|

American F-4 fighter-bomb-
ers were known to have been
previously committed to north-
ern Laos. The military sources‘
said that the B-92's had beenk

summoned when North Viet-
adamese successes on the plain
appeared to be threatening the|
guerrille army of Maj. Gen, Vang
Pao, baed at Long Tieng, 731
miles nerth of Vientiane. Gen-
eral Pao’s army is backed by
the Central Intelligence Agency,
which maintained sophisticated

Tienn-Cheng. The equipment
has been dismantled as a pre-
caulionary move, the sources
said.

Long Tieng Shelling Goes On

VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan, 2
(Agence’ France-Presse) — En-
emy artillery continued today
to bombard Long Tieng, the
most important Government
military base in northern Laos,
while, in the Government-con-

legislative elections were held.

Long Tieng, 73 miles north
of Vientiane, is the headquar-
ters of the Government's Mili-
tary Region H. With the aid
of 30 to 40 United States mili-
tary advisers, it directs 30,000
‘gucrrilla troops equipped and
'trained by the Central Intelli-
genep Agency.

North Vietnamese artiilery
shells, including some from:
'130-mm., long-range, rapid-fire
guns first seen in Laos two
weeks ago when enemy troops
swept over the nearby Plaine
des Jarres, rained into the base
New Yeat’s Eve and yesterday.

The rate of firing has dropped
off since United States and
Laotian planes attacked the
arca where the big guns are

lpresumed to be hidden. But 60

more shells hit Long Tieng yes-
terday evening and there were
dozens more this morning, One
high-ranking Laotian officer
was killed,

North Vietnamese infantry
have resumed infiltration of the
area around the base. Sam
Thong, a smaller base six miles
north of Long Tieng, has also
heen shelled, as has the nearby
base of Thatambleung.

The Sam Thong hospital was
moved this morning to the Ban
Son refugee center, about 24
miles southwest of Sam Thong.

In southern Laos, the cnemy
was shelling the defense line
that retreating  Government
troops recently established 21

‘miles east of Pakse, the coun-
itry’s second largest city.

'
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CIA Base in Laos

Is

a Ghost Town

b
! . -
P Co )
PR {~. . ByDE Ronk
A . 8peclal to The Washington Post
¢ . o :
VIENTIANE, Jan.#1—A sfficers * were - celebrating

badly demoralized army of
: Meé tribesmen waits at the
CIA base of Long Cheng, 96
miles north of here, for
~ommunist forces to make
their next move.
! Tong. Cheng is a virtual
ghost town, after its 30,000
civilian . residents fled fol-
lowing the loss of the Plain
‘of Jars to Pathet Lao and
North Viethamese forces
Jast month. Long Cheng is
locked away deep in the
mountains, most of which
~are now held by hostile
forces poiscd to atlack the
_base. Air America planes
still come and go endlessly
through the day, but the sol-

diers remain. They, too,
want to leave.
U.S. source confirmed

that the United States has
no intention of supporting
{uture attempts by Gen
vang Pao to recapture the
plain. There ~were also
strong indications that the
United States would write
Tong Cheng off if it falls be-
fore the rainy season, which
begins in four montbs.

“the end to defending
Laos is in sight’ one U.S.
source said..

Army Can't Hold

Lt Nhuan, 25, a Lao offi-
cer who joined Gen. Vang
Pao's ariny a year ago when
he could Jind no decent
work in Vientiane, said the
Meo army would not hold if
heavily hit by the enemy.

“We are afraid, very
afraid now,” he said.

Nhuan is a veteran of the
Plain of Jars retreat, as well
as its capture earlier this
year by Vang Pao’s forces.

In the past iwo years he
has come to know, the CIA-
supported Meo army in the
flush of success and in bit-
ter, frightening defeat. He
rambled on about the rush
of artillery and soldiers that
crushed the Laotians on the
30-square mile plain.

Nhuan did not look for
scapegoats, ‘just said they
were overwhelmed. He did

confirm '\;Kat is being whis-
pered in AApproviedHor ke

Vientiane, that Meo senior

. Cheng,

* outer

the Meo new year at Long
away from their
troops on the plain, when the
attack came. Nhuan said he
and other junior officers
and sergeants were in com-
mand. - . '

Nhuan also noted that
moncy problems contributed
to the low morale. Thai
troops get three and four
times as much monev as
Meo troops, and are paid di-
recily by the Americans.
Meo and Lao soldiers have
not been paid by theiwr Meo
officers for two or three
months, which Nhuan said
produced bitter tensions.

But it was not just that,
Nhuan said. He spoke in
awe of a tank rumbling to
within 40 yards of his unit
and pumping round after
round into their position.
Walked Three Days
¢ Nhuan said they left the
plain Dec. 18, atleasta day
carlier than U.S. sources in
Vientiane announced, walk-
ing three days to Ban Na, 15
miles north of Long Cheng.

After two weeks, Nhuan
said he cannot remember
seeing a single dead North
Vietnamese, but added that
only 18 of about 300 Thai ar-
tillery and infanirymen on
Fire Support DBase Ling
Kong overlooking his own
position made it to Dan Na
with them when they re-
treated.

“Now everyonc is waiting

to leave Long Cheng”
Nhuan said.
North and east of ‘the

base, and already within the-
defense perimeter,
North Vietnamese and Pa-
thet Lao commanders are
grouping men, materiel and
artillery. It is just a matter
of time., before they atlack,
informed sources said.

{J.S. planners have not re-
linquished hope for Long
Cheng, but they hastened to
add the question: “How im-:
portant is Long Cheng, any-
way? .

$The

room to go and no sense in
being tied to one location,”
a CIA planner said.

A qualified U.S. guvern-
ment source said: “Long’
Cheng can be held even at
this point, so long as no one
makes a big mistake when
the erunch comes.”
Temporary Move

Nhuan said he believed
their next location would be
at Ban Son, about 20 miles
soulhieast of Long Cheng. Ile
said the Americans took
their equipment to Ban Son,
but other sources said that
was only a temporary ¢mer-
gency niove.

Nhuan noted that follow-
ing the retreat from the
plain, Meo troops found that
North \"iic-tnamese-Pathet
Lao commanders, had in
what seemed almost like an
afterthought, moved into
small but critical positions
both north and cast of Long
Cheng, pushing the DMeo
army closer to headquarters.

It was not an after-
thought. but, as U.S. plan-
ners said, a coordinated ef-
fort to outflank the retreat-
ing Meco-Thai forces. The
Communists  also moved
small commando units to
within three miles of the
base itself for harassment
and reconnaissance.

The loss of two hills over-
looking the base has put de-
fense of Long Cheng in a
“grave” condition, military
observers said. R
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" ¢ Undiscipline

. By TAMMY ARBUCKLF
e Special to The Star

VIENTIANE-—Absent com-
manders, incompetence, lack
of discipline and low morale
were blamed in military post-
mortems for the two major
Lao government defeats in the
last two weeks—at ‘the Plain
of Jars in the north and the
Bolovens Plateau in the south.

«“The defensive plpn for the

Plain of Jars would have
worked,” sources said, *“if the
mancuver elements in front
of the firebases had maneuver-
ed as they were supposed {o.
But they didn't move because
none of the commanders were
there. They were all at
Long Cheng celebrating the
Meo new year.” Long Cheng

. s the headquaters of Meo

/ Gien. Vang Pao and a major
CIA base. . '

: . Defenses Ignored

« A mixed force of Thais and'
T.aotians failed to dig proper
defenses around their artillery,
the sources charged, and in
most eases individual soldiers
made no altempts to defend
their positions,
.- These comments came as
. froops come ftrickling back,
reporting high losses of men
and equipment,
- Thai troops, who apparently
fought longer at Firebase King
Kong on the northern cdge of
the Plain of Jars seemed to

suffer most, with only 18 sur-

vivors from a 500-man
force. .

+ Eyewitnesses said North
'Vietnamese tanks formed a
reircle 40 yards from King
: Kong to fire into it. They were
‘supported from Keng Moun-
1ain by North Vietnamese fir-
+ing directly into Thai positions
from above.

Equipment Josses on the
plain apparently were . tre-
mendous, In one case, an in-
tact battery of 155 mm, how.--
itzers was captured by (he
North Victnamese. About 23
:other artillery pieces on the
plain were destroyed.

Government missing, dead
and wounded may total more
than 1,000.

A soldier from the plain re-
ports morale was low because
many received no pay for
thl:((:le ;nontllls.l’)rh gﬂﬂ d»&ré

aid directly
?n the field, )lr)ut the Meo,
-whose commanders received

money from the Americans,
had not been paid, one soldier
said.

These factors, combined
with good planning by the
North Vietnamese and good
troop coordination by the Com-
munists caused the defeat of
the allied force on the plain,
informed sources said. The
North Vietnamese metcorolog-
ical service is excellent,
sources sa‘d. The Vietnamese
mounted their attack at the
same time cloudy and rainy
weather hit the area. This pro-
tected them from the air.

Military sources blamed a
wrong command decision for
the loss of the town of Pak-
song on the Bolovens Plateau
in, the southern panhandle of
Laos. -

Sources said' Paksong re-
ceived heavy mortar fire and
a series of light prabes {rom
the North Viethamese through-
out a 24-hour period. Govern-
ment troops already demoral-
ized by heavy losses from
North Vietnamese ambush the
previcus week, quit two impor-
tant hills east of Paksong.

Then Col. Kham Kho, sector
commander, gave orders to
reireat though there had been
no heavy North Vietnamese
pround attack or any shelling
on Paksong’s inner perime-
tCSnce again the Thais were
the last to leave. Government
losses totalled 35 killed and at
least 30 wounded and missing,

These two defeats leave the
Lao government in a weak
military  position unusually
carly in the dry season, which
still has four months to run.

It means four months of dry
weather to keep trails open for
Hanoi logistics, and of hazy
weather which gives air cover,

The North Vietnamese al-
ready have ‘penetrated the
Meo-Thai-Lae defenseline
northeast of Long Chen.

Pressure to Continue

All indication are that IHanoi
intends to keep up the military
pressure, even though this
gels more dilficult as the
North Vietnamese troops pro-
gress into the Meo mountains
south of the plain,

_ The North Vietnamese can’t

sort to porterage by the troops
themselves, '

Unless Hanoi chooses to car-
ry everything by coolie over-
mountain ridges, their troop
activity will be restricted to a
few valleys which can easily
be blocked by the Meos.

Despite all this, Americans
and Meos are unsure of stay-
ing in Long Chen’ this year.

Some favor more mobile
strategy, anyway. Others are
downeast, saying gloomily
that the North Vietnamese
have been held for 11 years,
but that now it’s over for Laos.

Meo civilians have all quit
Long Chen’, which is their hill
capital as well as Mco mili-
tary headquarters, and the
CIA pulled out its communica-
tions and other equipment,

At Paksong, the Lao and
Thais, having discovered they
quit the town prematurely, are
tying {0 move back in.

Two-War Campaign

The two #Hctions fought in
Laos in the last two weeks
have been extremely impor-
tant. Two wars are being
fought — one in the north
where Hanoi is trying to bring
political pressure on the Lao
government to call off Ameri-
can bombing, particularly on
the trail system in the south
which Hanoi depends on to
supply its forces in South Viet-
nam and Cambodia.

At the same time, Hanoi is
annexing Lao territory in the
north with a view to providing
Laotian Communist with ter-
ritory and a population power
base.’

In the long run this would

insure Hanoi’s having a friend-
ly Communist -neighbor along
most of its border,
. The other war in south Laos
is Hanoi's attempt to widen
the Ho Chi Minh Trail com-
plex. .
‘This widening of the trails
has been spurred on by two
events — the war in Cambodia
and the South Vietnamese in-
vasion last year,

The war in Cambodia has
meant that Hanoi nceds to put
not only its troops through
Laos -o South Vietnam, but
also its supplies which pre-
viously entered South Viet-
nam through the Cambodian

4ls0 neceds 1o send mo
supplies for the Cambodian
war itself. )

d Lao Units Fall Apart

By widening the traiu com-
plex Hanoi achicves more
frails and also has trails deep-
er in Laos and further away
from a future South Vietnam-
ese attempt to cut its logistics
lines.

A greater variety of trails
also spreads the U.S. Air
Force over a greater number
of targets at a time when few-
er aircraft are available.

A Crushing Defeat

The crushing Plain of Jars
defeat and the swift move to-
ward Long Chen, puts the Lao
government in the position of
having to face up to the possi-
bility of the Vietnamese reach-
ing the edge of the Vientiane
plain this vear and perhaps
making some Lao think they
should talk with Hanoi instead
of fighting, The fall of Pak-
song puts .important high
groun controlling the west en-
trance of the DBolovens Pla-
teau in Hanoi hands and the
plateau -- which would make
an excellent Hanol sanctuary
and (rail area under wvirtual
Northvietnamese control.

If in the next four months,
Haroi can take Long Chen,
and push the Lao government
from the West slopes of the
Bolovens, the North Vietnam-
ese will be a long way toward
attaining their objectives in
Laos. .
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U S. operatnons in Southeast Asia have often involved shadowy

#
HE'S A ROUND-FACED, cheery man
with a cherubic smile and a charming
family and, it is said, a penchant for
preserving the heads of his victims in
~ forraldehyde. He's a classic Jekyll-
and-Hyde who has been waging the
“most sccret phase of America’s secret
war in Southeast Asia for the past ten
.years. -
To the boys at Napoleon Cafe and
the Derby King on Bangkok’s Patpong
Road, a watering around for Air
America pllOtS CIA types, Jourmhsts
and. other assorted old Indochina
+hands, he's ]ust plain Tony Poe, but his

. real name is Anthony A. Poshepny.

“He’s a refugee from Hungary, an ex-
Marmc who fought on Iwo Jima and
a dedicated patriot of his adopted land,
_thc United States of America, for
'which he has risked his life on literally
_hundreds of occasions while ranging
* - through the undulating velvet-green
crags and valleys of Red Chma Laos
"-and Thailand.

He.also shuns publlcuy and hates
“reporters, as 1 discovered in a- long
search for him, beginning in the Thai

apltal of Bangkok and e\tendmg to
"the giant American airbases in north-
“eastern Thailand and to the mountains
of northern Laos. The search for Tony
Poc ended where it had.begun, in the
lobby of the Amarin Hotel on Bang-
kok’s Ploenchit Road, a crowded, six-
lane-wide avenue that runs through a
residential and shopping district sup-
ported largely by rich American

" “farangs,” the somewhat demeaning

Thai term for “foreigners.” There, be-
fore leaving Bangkok for the last time,
I picked up a note, signed simply
“Tony,” stating that he had to “de-
‘cline” my request for an interview. *I
beelieve [sic] that you can appreciate
my reason for not sc»kmg public com-
mentary,” -wrote Tony in the formal
“statement style” better befitting a pub-
lic official and probably suogcsted if
not dictated, by a superior in the

Central Intelligence Agency.

nose g1 mbdiodeH E6F REIRAS

“C-I-A?” asked the cute little Japa-
nese g1r1

ters smifling shcvhtly with glittering
white toath raisine her evebrows flir-

fngures perhaps none more shadowy than the elusive, Jekyll-
Hyde figure of Anthony A Poshepny

MEN AT W_AR/ BY DONALD KIRK

Poc is alrplane px]ot He works for
Continental Air Services.” An assist-
ant manager, also Japanese, showed me
the tegistration card Tony had signed
only a few days before my arrival at
the Amarin last June, in the middle of
my scarch for him. Tony, I learned,
generally stayed at the Amarin, only
a few blocks from the modernesque
American embassy. He was a familiar,
beloved character to the staff at the
hotel—the opposite of his public image
as a sinister, secret killer and trainer
of anti-Communist guerrilla warriors.

_“Anthony A. Poshepny,” read the
top line. “Air Ops Officer—Continental
Air Services,” So Tony, with a record
Af more combat jumps than any other
American civilian ‘in Indochina, had
used Continental as his “cover” while
training mountain tribesmen to fight

against regular Communist troops.

from both China and North Vietnam.
Tony's cover surprised me; I had as-
sumed he would declare -himself as
some sort of U.S. government “official”
—vperhaps an adviser to border-patrol..
police units, the traditional cover un-
der which CIA operatives fasquerad

in bath Thailand and Laos. Still, Con-
‘tinental was a logical choice. Like Air
America, Continental regularly ferries
‘men and supplies to distant outposts
throughout Indochina. Financed at
least in part by the CIA, Continental
could hardly balk at providing cover
for full-time CTA professionals.

The next two lines on Poe’s registra-
tion form were even more intriguing
than his link with Continental, at Ieast
in terms of what he was doing at the
present. After “going to,” Tony had
written, “Udorn,” the name of the base
town in northeastern Thailand from
which the United States not only flies
bombing missions over all of Laos but
also coordinates the guerrilla war on
the ground. And where ‘was Tony
“coming from,” according to the form?
His origin was Phitsanulok, a densely
jungled mountain province famed for
incessant fighting between Commu-

Donald Kirk has batted around the Far
East }'or years, IS now bascd in Tok}o

I

— — - N
nist-armed guerx‘xﬁas\,'L most of them

- the jungle is so thick and the slopes so

. girls behind the desk of the Armrm

©-2000/05/15= CIA-RDP86-01

members of mountain tribes, and ill-
trained Thai army soldiers and police-
men. Tony, it scemed, had vanished
into the wilds of Phitsanulok (where

steep as to discourage’ the toughest
American advisers) on a mysterious
training venture not known even to
most American officials with top-secrct
security clearances, much less to the

“Oh, he's such a nice man,” one of
the girls in the hotel dssured me when
1 asked how she liked Tony—who, I'd
been warned by other journalists,
might shoot on sight any reporter dis-
covered snooping too closcly into his
life. “He has very nice wife and three
lovely children,” the girl burbled on,
pausing to giggle slightly. between
phrases. “He comes here on vacation
from up-country.” The impression Poc
has made on the girls at the Amarin is
a tribute both to his personality and
his stealth. As I discovered while trac-
ing him from the south of Thailand to
northern Laos, he already. had an:

. opulent honte in Udorn for his wife, a

tribal princess whom he had married a
year or so ago. Mrs. Poshepny, a tiny,
quick-smiling girl whom Tony had
met while training members of the
Yao tribe for special missions intd.
China, liked to come to Bangkok to
shop while Tony conferred with his
CIA associates on the guarded “CIA
floor,” of the American cmbassy .

It was ironic that I should have
learned that Tony stayed at the Amarin.

- ‘while in Bangkok, for it was only by

chance that I had checked in there at
the beginding of my search—-and only
during small talk with the desk clerks
that T found one of Tony s reglstmtxon
- cards.

The day after I arrived in Banckok
local journalists gave me my first ink-
ling of some of the rumors surround-
ing Tony Poe. One of the journalists;
Lance Woodruff, formerly a reporter,
on one of Bangkok’s two English-lan-
guage newspapers and now \ch the
Asian Institute of Technology in Bang-
kok, said Poe not only hated reporters
but had been known to “do away with
people he doesn’t like.” Woodruff
compared Poe to a figure from Terry
and the Pirates and told me the story

_of how Poe lined one wall of a house in

northern Laos, near the Chinese bor-
der, with heads of persons he had
killed. None of the tontacts I met in
Bangkok had the slightest clue as to
Tony’s whcreabouis—~ew»pt that he
was somewhere “dp-country™ training
tribesmen  to ﬁght the Commumsts

%xmware gat ot stly?d at the

Amarin, I drove to a town named
1Than  cante 325 miles northeast of
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The Billions |
in the White House
asement

by Timothy H. Ingram

- .By cliche, the power of the purse is
now widely referred to as Congress’
only remaining lever for redressing the
balance between itself and the presi-
dency. Increasingly, Congress is recog-
nizing that its foreign affairs and
are mere
omaments, and that its traditional
checks on the Executive are either

" unrealistic or meaningless. What is left

is the appropriations power, and a
handful of senators and representa-
tives are invoking it in a muted but
growing struggle to revive congres-
sional strength.

Few appreciate, however, the
extent to which even the power of the
purse, that bulwark of legislative
authority, is already controlled by the
presidency. As Congress attempts to
tame the Executive by threatening to
cut off funds for things like war, it
finds that the Executive has already
developed innumerable devices for

‘_ Approved For Release 2000/95f1%7.CI1A-RDP80-01601R00

Timothy Ingram, formerly with public tele-
vision’s “The Advocates,” is a Washington
writer.

getting the money, anyway. And tar
from successfully denying the Presi-
dent his money, Congress is even
having a hard time getting him to
'spend what is appropriated.

The Constitution, of course, says
that the appropriations power is the
exclusive prerogative of Congress. But

in the vacuum created by Congression-

al indifference to -overseeing the
bureaucracy’s spending habits, and by

the now empty ritual of blue-penciling a

WASHINGTON MONTHLY
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A look at several discretionary more, to increase the strength of the
spending options will give some idea Cambodian Army.
-of the extent of the Executive’s grasp The first would be simply to trans-
of the purse strings—and some indica- fer $52 million appropriated for
tion of what Congress is left holding. economic aid to the military aid pro-
For example, through secrecy, trans. gram. The second would be to use
fer powers, mislabelled military assis: economic aid money to buy all “com-
tance, unauthorized commitments, mon use” items such as trucks and
and cloaked pgrants of excess war jeeps, which, have military as well as
goods, the President and his national civilian value, thus. frecing the other
security managers are able to hire funds for strictly military uses. The
mercenaries, discourage a rump insur- third would be to increase procure-
rection in Ceylon, promise South ment for the U.S. Army by 852
Korea $3.5 billion, and turn over an million and give the materiel to the
unknown amount of equipment, heli- Cambodians, for “repayment” later.
copters, and bases to Vietnam. A The fourth would be to make some
simple budgetary procedure called exceptions in Defense Department
reprogramming allows thc Navy to supply regulations, declaring equip-
quietly secure a behind-the-doors ;ant 15 be “excess” and delivering it
reversal of a congressional decision 10 ¢4 the Cambodians. :
defer production of the controversial "~ 1" 1 4dition. the memo proposed,
F-14 fighter. And the pipeline, a huge 1. j5int Chiefs would clandestinely
reservoir of unexpended funds, per- provide for a mechanized brigade, an
mits the Pentagon to spend above the o jjjery brigade. and coastal patrol
level of appropriations authorized by ynjrs a5 well as ground troops and
Congress. While lamenting the loss of o\ tangye logistic support. AID would
its war powers, Congress consoles it-yo|; finance the paramilitary force of
self with the thought that it still ;. .4 civilians, which the planners
maintains control over domestic pri- hoped would number 200,000 by
orities by its annual allotment of 141973 4nd more than 500,000 in
funds. But through impoundment, the y97 “phe CIA, with its seoret budget,
President refuses to spend some $12 o000 qly would help train and di-
billion in appropriated monies, placing ooy Cambodian military units, as it is
a post mortem item veto on such ., "qoine with Laotian and Thai V
programs as urban renewal, regional troops in Laos, and would provide
medical clinics, food stamps, and farm aiirt support with its subsidized air-
loans. : ling, Air America. The proposals v

The panoply of deceptive devices represented a complete subversion of
available to the Executive’s budgetary congressional authority.
Houdinis was graphically. illustrated in°  But the real significance of the
memo submitted by the Joint Chiefs Story was not reported: how common-.

‘the President’s annual budget, the of Staff to Secretary Laird on August place these methods -have become.
‘Executive has amassed a mound 0f30.197l.-According to The New York The Executive devices are as wide-

-spending prerogatives of its own:
transfer  authorities,
funds, lumg\s}g
programmings, Specia

ties, and covert financing.

contingency ways of by-passing the limited -
A S ARAL] es812000/05/15 54 R LISRE-0d 4D1R000600150001 2

waiver authon-generate an additional $52 million or

Times, the Joint Chiefs offered several spread as they are ingenious.
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‘;"Cauée '@f' Plane Eﬁss
' In Laos Still Unclear

By D. E. Ronk s

8pecla] to The Washington Post .

" VIENTIANE, Dec. 29— Re-
‘ports that an American civil-
ian cargo plane missing in

‘Northwestern T.aos was shot

down by Chinese Communist
anliaireraft fire are heing dis-

counted by Air America opera-;

tors of the plane in lLaos.

" Air America and informed
U.S. sources here said that an
Air America C-123 cargo
plane carrying a crew of ihree
Amecericans and one Laotian is

believed down on a supply.

flight. The U.S. sources said
the flight originated at Udorn
airbase, Thailand, and was en
route to the arca of Xiem
Long, Laos, 160 miles nortd-
west of Vientiane on the Thai-
Lao bhorder.

Air America is a charler air-
lines which works for the U.S.

| Central Intelligence Agency.

Air Amecrica spokesmen re-
fused to confirm the plane’s
destination or to divulge the
nature of its cargo.

There was speculation here

that the plane was in fact car-
rying a resupply drop to a
reconnaissance team located in
the area where it was downed.

But U.S. sources waould say

only that the plane was carry-
ing rice. -
The presence of a number

‘of clandestine bases, including

those for CIA-sponsored guer-
rillas and intclligence gather-
ing teams in the area of the
suspected crash, is believed
responsible for the reluctance

lieve the cargo plane was
Jdowned by Chinese gunners.
They noted that the air space
over the area where the
iChinese are huilding a -road,
iwhich  cuts from northeast
Laos toward the southwest and
‘ends at the Mekong River, 140
‘miles northwest of here, is
strictly “off limits” to. Amecri-
can plancs.

The Chinese road also 1ies.

30 miles or more northeast of
ihe standard air routes to
‘northwest l.aos.

There was some speeulation
the plane might have heen

shot down hy Chinese ground’

fire, because sources here re-
vealed that scarch and rescue
planes now looking for the
Jowned airmraft had received
antiaireraft flak at 2,900 fect,
hipgher than the effective
range of guns used by the
Painet. Lao and North Viet-
namese forces in Laos.

No rescue planes had heen
hit so far, the sources said.

of most sources here to dis-

cuss the current search cffort.
Air America - sources say

they have now reason to be

- Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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* Laotians
Town on Plateau

By D. E. Ronk
Specin} to The Washington Post

VIENTIANE, Dec. 28—Gov-~ A major contributing factor

‘ernment troops supported by
-Thai irregulars suffered their
second major setback in just
over a week early today when
they wer¢ forced to abandon
_the town of Paksong in the
“southern panhandle after a

“fay of fighting.

The capture of Paksong

! gives the North Vietnamese

and Pathet Lao rebels virtual

control of all the Bolovens,

Piateau.

According to infermed U.S.:

gources, the Lao troops may! :
. both from North Vietnamese

Cattempt to reenter the town
within the next few days.
. Three months ago, Paksong
“had been retaken by the Lao-
tians in some of the bloodiest
fighting of the decade-old Lao-
tian war.
Small Units .
Following loddy's  with
drawal from Paksong, the Lao

" troops reporiedly dispersed in
" what are called

mobile de-
{ense units to avoid a large-
scale confrontation with supe-
rior North Vietnamese forces. -

Thai artillerymen from Pak-
gong are said to be regrouping
in Pakse, 30 miles to the west,

Incomplete reports put al-
lied losses at 18 dead and
more than 20 wounded. Total
gtrength at the onset on the
battle was about 2,500 men, in-
cluding 1,000 Thais.

Thai and Laotian gunners
aré said to have left behind
eight 155-mm. howitzers in the
yetreal. A large amount. of
equipment was also aban-
doned, sources say.

The defeat at the Bolovens
Plateau follows by cight days
the government's loss of its
position on the Plain of Jars
north of the capital of Vienti-
ane., It adds to the pall of
gloom hanging over the Lao-
{ian government and the U.S.
mission. -

U.S. Pessimism

A major attack agains't the |
CJA base at Long Cheng,

southwest of the Plain of Jars,

L Jars took a terrible beating

" other than that they have beent

BEASHINGTCH POSTE

Abandon/

i
i
1
i
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) Miles ,
150

to the American pessimism,
sources within the U.8. Mis-
sion said, is the poor showing
of the Thai forces in both the
Paksong and Plain of Jars ac-
tion. ‘
The Thais were brought in:
to beef up the Laotians and

LAOS

the progovernment Meo \\\'\4\
tribésmen, the sources said, L&‘:\‘
«hut they seem to panic ear- ‘\‘\JAh\S\\
lier than others, going to z L‘\br
pieces and running at the oag Chang
slightest sign of heavy action.” :
Other sources in the U.S. 1 Vienﬁw

mission said, however, (h;}t the
Thai troops on the Plain of

(Hka e
e

1A0S & C/

artillery and infantry when
they were caught in their fire
support bases,

U.S. spokesmen here said no
information is vet available on
casualties at the Plain of Jars

classified ns “heavy,” a mili-
tary term indicating that at
jeast some units were ren-

CHINA

CAMBODIA

BOLOVENS,
PLATEAU §

dered unable to continue 7
ﬁgI}:flgfr}xed gources said the December 29, 1271 . The Washingion Post
gituation at Long Cheng re-  Laotian forces have been pushed out of the town of

mains serious with the enemy
continuing ‘to make recon-

naissance probes to the east! Reporis from Vientiane, cap-
"and north of the base and also !ital of Laos, speculated that
'regrouping his infantry and.the plane had been shot down
-artillery units. Probing aetions iby Chinese anti-aireraft known
.have been reporticd less than,to be deployed in parts of
‘five miles east of Long Cheng. ;northern Laos. - i
| Other than scattered infor-! Air America is an airline

/

| mation from the U.S. Embassy run by the Central Inteili-, v

i spokesman, an apparent news i gence- Agency. Its transports’
‘blackout ordered by Ambassa-jferry — material -and men
‘dor G. McMurtrie Godley con-® around Vietnam and Laos.
“tinues in effeet with U.S. offi-: The reporis from Laos by
!cials-refusing to meet with:the French news _agency,
inewsmen to discuss the war Agence France-Presse, said
situation. |that there were four Ameri-,
Some U.S. souces said the|cans, a Chinese and a Mco
blackout was ordered to fore.:aboard and that the plane was

stall reporting of any semioffi- 24 hours overdue at ils desti-

cial assessment which would i‘.natlon. AR ,
The Chinese Communists

necessarily be grim. .
thave been building ‘roads in
CIA Airliner Is Lost ‘northern Laos for several ycars

;and have deployed several bat-
Over Northern Laos 'talions of antiaircraft to pro-,

. . ,tect their roadworkers. A re-'
, An Air America C-123 trans- cent official U.S. estimate was
‘port plane was missing over that there were 14,000 Chinese

g to

- P

Paksong in southern Laos on the Dolovens FPlateatl .

is expected anApproved ForRelease9080/0 15in @1 A:RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
| e airline’s oifice here. . i
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Patriotic victory in Laos :
*  VIENTIANE—Royal Lao Defense Minister Gen. Thongphan
Knocksy said in Vientiane on Monday that forces of the Laé Patriot-
ic Front (LPF) had captured two more bases south of the Plain of g
Jars and now directly threaten the big Central Intelligence Agency /
dase at Long Cheng. Knocksy said the situation in Laos was growing
*confused,’” and that 30.000 Meo tribesmen had already been evacu-
ated from Long Cheng. He said that on Saturday the pro-U.S. regime
had to retreat from Ban Na and Khan Kho airstrips. 14 miles north-
west of Long Cheng. On Monday. LPF attacks were reported eight
miles northwest of Long Cheng headquarters for the CIA-run “*Sec-
ret Army’ of Meo mercenaries.

The LPF’'s Kaosan Pathet Lao news agencw reported on Monday
that the LPF had scored a tremendous victory in the Dec. 18-21 fight-
ing. capturing the entire Plain of Jars—Muong Sui region—killing,
wounding or capturing 3.300 Meo “secret Army mercenaries, shoot-
ing down 17 planes. and capturing large stores of equipment, in-
cluding tanks and heavy artillery. ~

On Sunday in Saigon. Rep. G.V. **Sonny”’ Montgomery (D-Miss), a
ranking member of the U.S. House Armed Services Committee. said
the Communists™ could take over Laos anytime they wanted and
also accused the CIA of making a mess of things in the small, South-
east Asian country. “What I know about Laos is that the CIA has
done a pretty lousy job and has been ineffective.” the VIlSSlssippl
Democrat said. He said he favored reducing U.S. spending in Laos
and replacing the CIA with regular U.S. military advisers. Mont-
gomery was evdentlv unaware military advisers of any kind are
prohibited by the 1962 Geneva Agreement on Laos which the US
signed. | - .

fo
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steps up
altaclks

Assaults expected
~on three fronts

By George W. Ashworth.

. Staff correspondent of
.The Christian Science Monitor

Washington

Seizure of the Plain of Jars in Laos by
the North Vietnamese appears to be the
opening foray in a three-front offensive of
renewed intensity.

Sources here expect that there will be a
‘brief pause in the North Victnamese at-
tacks in northern Laos while forces are re-
grouped and supply routes are organized.
After that, it is considered likely that
further assault will.begin in force. The
rainy season is over, the “fighting season"
is here.

Also expected are periodie thrusts in
Cambodia, more to keep the Cambodians
uncertain and uneasy than to achieve any
final resolution there,.

As far as South Vietnam is concerned, the
enemy can be expected to build continu.
ously now for concerted action early next
year, The brunt of enemy activity in South
Vietnam in the near future probably will
occur in military Region II which includes
much of the central highlands and the
cities of Pleiku and Dalat.

The two South Vietnamese divisions on
duty in Region II are considered about the
most ineffectual of Saigon’s regular fighting
forces, and the region offers good cover and
concealment plus well-established routes of

movement for North Vietnamese and Viet.

Cong forces.
Show of force expected

There has been a buildup in that area of
greater intensity than at any point south;
officials here consider.it quite likely that
Pleiku or some other town or city may be
attacked in a show of force.

The fall of the Plain of Jars came as 2
shock to officials here, wha feel that Ameri-
cans in the field had led them to expect a
better performance when the fighting
started. It had been hoped that the forces
on the plain would put up stiff fighting that
would force the North Vietnamese to spend
weeks, of not months, taking back the plain
as part of the annual seesaw of opposing
forces.

-y W kb Wi AL A UR

- It didn't turn out that way. The plain fell 7% i :
1o the North Vietnamese onslaught within About 10,000 - non-Communists
48 hours, with heavy losses in troops and
equipment on the non-Communist side. -
[Secretary of State William P. Rogers
says, the United States is going to continue
its policy of air activity in Southeast Asia.]
Officials here say privately that they were
-being assured as late as last week from
:ithe field that the defenses were in good

opposed
14,000 to 18,000 North Vietnamese on the
plain. Recently at Long Chien there were
only 5,000 or so available defenders, al-
though more were coming in —- stragglers
from the defeat on the plain. Officials in the
field now are trying desperately to organize
for the defense of Long Chien. .

Defense shift discussed

. Part of the collapse can be attributed to Last summer the concept was broached in
bad weather, and to the fact that the U.S.- several_ quarters of the government here
allied forces, comprised of Meo irregulars of moving away from trying to retake the
and Thai troops paid for by the U.S., did Plain of Jars during the rainy season and
not hold on nearly as well as they have £0INg to an organized defense in a line
in the past. . . centered on Long Chien. In hindsight, it ap-
pears that could have been a more success-
ful plan, given the present state of affairs.
No one knows for sure, however, if even
that would have worked. The Meos live in
the hope that somchow the North Viet-
namese will be ousted permanently at some

" shape,

Unfamiliar operations area

The Thai troops were not overly familiar
with the area of operations; they had never
operated there in strength until this year,

when they did so in the wake of a large . ; :
buildup of Thai forces in Laos. point and the Meos can begin arming the

Beyond that, however, the U.S. and its plain again. Failure to retake it several
allies did not expect enemy antiaircraft de. Mmonths back could have been demoralizing.
fenses and artillery and rocket bombard- The loss of the several U.S. Phantom jets
ments of such intensity, Enemy antiaircraft can be attributed both to the heavier use
capability has been increased immensely lately of air attacks against North Vietnam-
since last year, to the point that U.S. allies ese buildups, and to the North Vietnamese
found it impossible to use the relatively decision to sharply increase antiaircraft de-
slow and lightly equipped Lao Air Force fenses both in northern Laos and in the
in relative safety. infiltration areas. There now are 22 battal

Simply put, the North Vietnamese this ions. of surface-to-air missiles in the infil-
time were quite capable of shooting the Lao tration areas as against 10 a year ago.
Air Force out of the air. Antiaircraft guns have doubled in number

Consequently, without the close air sup- and now include a substantial element of
port normally provided by the small A-37 radar-dxrecteq 55 millimeter guns as well
attack aircraft and A-1 planes, as well as as lesser caliber.
light spotter aircraft and helicopters, _the The impressih’;] is one of an enemy effort
pon-Commupxst forces had extremely lim- designed for grdater capability and staying .
ited close air support, . power, if noti for widespread decisive:-

The only planes that could fly in with actions. . .
falr}y good chances of SL‘II'VlVal were such The North Vietnamese would like to
exotic types as the U.S, F-4 Phantoms. But further i | difficulties for L
such planes because of their very nature, ¢ause further internal dificuities for Laos

: .~ and Cambodia and to intensify South Viet-
were not able to provide the very clese-In namese wariness over enemy strength. Be-
zléggf;rtnétzzéhe non-Com'mumst forf:es evi yond that, Hanoi would undoubtedly like to

' ] . convince Saigon that South Vietnamese
: forces will be incapable of doing much to
disrupt activities outside South Vietnam
after the American departure.

Renewed activity on all fronts will serve

Positions more exposed

The U.S. allies positions generally were
lower and more exposed than those of the

enemy, which occupied the higher western
reaches looking down on the plain and foot-
hills where the non-Communist side was
ensconced. )
The North Vietnamese thus were able t
batter U.S. allies’ positions heavily from
the start, and to inflict defeat that took the
form of a rather disordered retreat. Lost
were about 20 artilllery pieces, plus tre-
mendous quantities of ammunition and
small arms. The artillery loss could be
significant, because it represents a large
share of the total non-Communist inventory.
The non-Communist side will undoubtedly
try to hold the line now at Long Chien, which
is the headquarters.of General Pao's forces
as well as the American CIA officials guiding
the war effort. That defense, however, will
be more difficult now because of the dis-

a likely Hanoi purpose of getting the war
back on the U.S. television evening news
shows, and on newspaper froni pages to
help keep public pressure on President
Nixon to bring Americans home,

/
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WALL STREET JOURK!

Washington Wire

A Special Weekly Report From
. The Wall Street Journal’s
Capital Bureau

HANOP'S FORCES, slowed down in South

Vietnam, threaten lasting gains in Laos,
' They retake the Pluin of Jars two months
ahead of the time U.S. officials expected; the
region has changed hands annually in the war
between North Vielnamese and CIA-backed
guerrilla forces. Hanoi may have the plain for
keeps this time. It moves up long-range artil-
lery and tanks, sends MIGs to harass U.S.
‘bomhers. Washington steps up the bombing in
efforts to stem the Red tide.

Hanoi's goals remain largely political. One
hope: to force creation of a new Laotian re-
gime that would invite the Americans out, de-
mand an end to bombing of the Ho Chi Minh

Trail. The enemy, frustrated in Vietnam, alsoQ
secks headline-making gains in Laos to revive:
congressional cries about widening the war. |

Hanoi may attempt a fresh scare just as Nixon

- visits Peking in February.

Some good news for the U.8.: The Reds
fall back in Cambodiv as Phiom Penl’s
army advances. Calls for premier Lon
Nol’s resignation slacken.

STATINTL

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2



s

‘xl‘ast weeckend.

_ {ribesmen and their Thai ir-

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601

| CIA Force
Imperiled by
Reds in Laos

~ By D.E. Ronk
Special to The Washington Post

VIENTIANE, Dec. 23—Com-
‘munist forces in the mountain
regions of northern Laos are
jnow in a position to desiroy
the CIA-sponsorecd, progovern-
ment Meo army led by Gen.
Vang Pao, which they rapidly
routed from the Plain of Jars

U.S. sources here said the
:North Vietnamese and Patlhet
‘Lao threw the largest, best-
larmed and best-equipped force
ever used in northern Laos
lagainst the positions of Nleo

regular allies.
They not only routed Gen.

CEASHINGTUN FOST

2 4 DEC 1971

Lao military spokesman said ’

‘ L TN T
the Meo-Thai force that re- [\, ‘ ‘ \\ : ‘

treated from the plain is not

in a position to block the Com- '
-munist movement {oward . N
Long Cheng.. . i

Analysts here. expeet that

the North Vietnamese and Pa- BURMA

thet Lao will swing west to- ) VA _
ward Long Cheng fromi the Ruong Sai Phou £ v
south end of the plain, making Luang _ Pho Thi IETNAM

Mckong .

their way through extremely
rugged gorges toward posi-
tions within the 12-mile range
of their guns.

*  Communists have already

taken one hilllop position
: within easy artillery range of
i Long Cheng.

Traditionally, the Commu-
nists have approached Long
Cheng from the western edge
of the plain south to confront
the Meo-Thai artillery north
of the hase, particularly at
Ban Na. Although Ban Na was
abandoncd for a time last
year, it managed {o stave off
direct attack of IL.ong Cheng

Probang !’.L&}!u

Jars

Vientiane g

S

 THAILAND

it ———

J &,
Disnblenphu\o~
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‘Vang Pao's defense of the up-juntil the advent of the mon-
land plain, but clearly indi- soon rains when the Commu-
cated that their goals go be- nisis withdrew from the plain.
jyond the scasonal exchange of This year the Communists
territory. won the plain {wo months car-
The North Vietnamese andlier than in the past, allowing|
Pathet Lao appear to be mov-far more mancuver and attack |
ing toward Long Cheng, theitime before the rains begin.. |
main CIA base 100 miles north?
of Vientiane and less than 30

This year, with the cloudy!
skies holding back U.S. andi

6 CAMBODIA

December 24, 1971 The Washington Post

Communist forces, fresh from a conguest on the Plain
of Jars, now pose a threat to the base at Long Cheng.

firmed nor denied by spokes-
men here, say Air America

to the hills to resume their no-
madic lives.

miles.southwest of the Plain
of Jars. Informed sources said
about 10,000 civilians have
fled Long Cheng, but could!
not say whether Lao or U.S.;
officials had ordcred the evae-
uation.

U.S. sources said North Viet-
namese trucks were rapidly
moving troops and artillery
southward along the eastern
edge of the plain. Bad {lying
weather and intense antiair-
eraft fire have given the Com-
munists a reprieve from bomb-
inz and . greater freedom of
movement than usual.

Thai-Meo bases with about
2. howitzers have been aban-
doned, the sources said. The
only remaining fortified posi-
tions are those ringing Long
Cheng. ) .

Lao air power, Communist:

cargo planes are evacuating
important equipment from the

troops have an unprecedcmed?isolated base.
strategic and tactical advan-| About 30000 local tribes-
tage in autacking Long Cheng,)men, Thai irregulars and
military sources say. Americans are stationed at
U.S. sources here say Tues-|Long Cheng, which is indefen-
day morning's attack on theisible once the hill positions
CIA base by a Communistigyrrounding it are breached.
demolition team may have| Long Cheng has a certain
.been a random and isolated, psychological importance for
one. Nevertheless, morale atiMco tribesmen who are aligned
Long Cheng has plunged to itS!in clans with Gen. Vang Pao
lowest point in more than a! and the CIA, Most knowledge-
year with frightened Mao fam-i able sources here believe the
ilies hurriedly fleeing toward| fail of Long Cheng would take
the south. ‘ the binding force out of Vang
Persistent reports from|Pac’s army and send the
Long Cheng, neither con-'troops and their families back

This would leave the entire
mountainous region of north-
ern Laos under the conirol of
the Rathet Lao and their
North Vietnamese allies,

Laotian regular {forces on
the Mekong plain 1o the south
are not seen as competent to
retake the highlands.

The fall of Long Cheng
would bhe the fall of the “cut-
ting edge” of the royalist

forces, as the Meo have heen
called, and the end of the gov-
ernment’s claims to anything
in the north except the royal
capital at TLuang Prabang
which is not threatened by

Communist advances.
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The “Secret War’" in Laos popped up again in the
Senate in a dialogue between Sen. Allen Ellender,
chalrman of the fiveman committee that oversces
U.S. intelligence operations, and Sen. J. W, Fulbright.

. Fulbright inquired caustically whether Ellender

/
/

was aware that the CIA had a private army in Laos,
whether the watchdog committee was piivy to the
opcartion. Ellender’s reply was a bit confused — the
old protege of Huey Long is now 81 — but it could
certainly be construed as a denial of knowledger

Fulbright and his friends, who have been attacking
executive autonomy, scored a rhetorical victory,
though from ancther perspective one might argue
that if the Senate ‘‘watchdog” goes to sleep, it is
hardly a reflection on the President.

HOWEVER, the most interesting aspect of this
exchange is that no literate American needs a
watchdog committee to fill him in on the CIA's ac-

" tivities in Laos. All he needs is $12.50 to purchase

Arthur J. Dommen’s “Conflict In Laos: The Politics,

of Neutralization” (Pracger), published last spring. 1t
he is not feeling that strongly about the subject, he
can probably get the book froma apublic library. -

As indicated here before—in connection with the
“Pentagon Papers' — there is an enormous and de-~
tatled corpus of schotarly writing on Indochina that
‘makes most-senational “revelations” about American
policy old stuff to anyone who has taken the trouble
read. To cite but one example, the only thing the
spentagon Papers” tell us about the anti-Dieny coup

* that Robert Shaplen omitted in Chapter V1 of his
“The Lost Evolution” (1963) are the exact names of
the players (which Shaplen, of course, knew but left
-qut on prude_m'ml grounds).

.. Toreturn te Laos, Dommen has provided readers
w_h’ an inch-by-inch development of American in
volvement. His central thesis is that the rcasonable
_policy for Laos is neutralization under Great-Power
auspices, that (with a certain amount of wobbling)
this became American and Soviet policy by 1962, but
that Hanoi simply would not co-operate. As: he
carefully documents, from the day Ho Chi Minh and
his cadres launched their insurgency against the
French, the North Vietnamese set their zights on the
- crention of a Communist successor regime for the
whole of Indochina, that is, for Annam, Tonkin, and
Cochin China in Vietnam proper, and for Laos and
Cambodia. . .

TEMPORARILY FRUSTRATED at Geneva in 1854
because neither Moscow (which had a private deal
underway with the French to scuitle the European
defense community) nor Peking (which was licking
its wounds from the Korean War) would support their
demands, the North Vietnamese quietly proceeded 10
build up their forces for another round. : .

+ JOHN P. ROCHE

The Secret War in- L

.

—— e

~ This involved securing the lines of communication
to South Vietnam or — in terms of the topography of
Indochina — the Laotian- Panhandle, suhsequently
notable for the Ho Chi Minh Trail. And, as base areas
for the Laotian guerrillas, the Pathet Lao, as well as
North Vietnamese regulars, they took -de facto
sovereignty over the two Northern Laotian provinces
of Sam Neua and Phong Saly. ‘

But what interests us is the American response,
Without going over familiargzround, it is fair to say
that Dommen has missed notaing significant that oc-
curred prior to 1983 (when T left the White House
and access to intellizence materials), The whole story
is there including the wild siexe of Phou Pha Thi, the
mountaintop in Sam Neua, where the U.S. had in-
stalled a beacon (vicht in the enemy heartland) to
guide the bombers headirg {nr North Victnam. Also
for the first time due credit has been given to Vang
Pao and his Mco Army—usually tismissed as “mef:
cenaries''—for their courage and tribal patriotism
(Laos is not a “nation’}. -

Whether our course of action was correct or ins
correct is open to arpuiment, Many of Dommen's
criticisms are devastating, but he is alwass fair-
minded in pointing out that — whether we should or:
should not have reactgd as we did — we were up
against-an enemny demanding and planning totat vie-
tory. ) ' :

1 just hope that if any of you have 2 senatar or
representative who is wandering z;mrour.d eompiaiaing
about the **Secret War in Laos,” you will snd him
this book for Christmas. . -
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| Troops’ Families Leave Laos CIA Base

i.
[}

} .. - ByD.E.Ronk Luang Prabang, Vientiane and sidered “serious—though. not northeast of Long Cheng,
. 8peclal to The Washington Post . | Udorn, Thailand. idesperate.” , + . - qeoupled with the [irst com-
" VIENTIANE, Dec. 22— A hospital at the Long 30,000 Residents mando attack on Long Cheng
Fr.»gl_]mhed families of CIA-:Cheng base, reportedly filled At its peak, there are about:m more than a year, is given as

hported Meo irregulars at lo overflowing by wounded ! . icause - for evacuation of the
support ' ‘from the Plain of Javcs, hasi30,000 - residents of - Long base’s civilian inhabitants.

Long Cheng, one hundred ialso been evacuatéd, the ICheng, most of them depend- Although  weather over
miles north of here, have been : soypces say, though it ie un-|ents of Meo soldiers. About 35 Northern Laos is now clear-
walking south from the base clear whether it is evacuation!, ... .. 2.0 helieved 1o be |ing, no chance is given for pro-
Ywce . yesterday morning's at-of old patients to make room stationed at the b igovernment forces to eounter-
tack’ by 20 North Vietnamese i for recently wounded ova gen- * o ase. attack onto the plain and little
commandos and in the after-:eral abandonment of the hos-; Along with the sapper at- jchance that Lao and American
1alh of serious military fosses 'pital. Itack yesterday, which sawtair forces could inflict mean- !
on the Plain of Jars 2) miles. Refugee movement from three government scidiers:ingful casualtics on Pathet
'kto‘,\the northeast. ‘Long Cheng following .the at'-killed, nine wounded, -two Lao and North \’ietnan1e§e
‘7 Reports reaching vientiane, tack to the northeast is Con'z‘American‘planes damaged and troops hecause they are dis-
/;r om knowledgeable U.S.ifirmed by informed U'S';two struclures bu(rnedb. (‘6m- persed.
transport planes are fcrrying!infm;]mati?nl on ev?cqz\fio']l}l of E;;IIIQS)L 1;)):);&?0?]“‘l‘és‘éci}‘l{"i‘edlg
important equipment and ma., the hospital or materiel. They: . . o N . iy
[terIi)al from the Meo.ClA head.|note, however, that the situ: frg:llisede%sts Ogo{_lﬁne% Eﬂl;gng, in 689 Political Prisoners
quarters, flying it to safety at'ation at Long Cheng is con- Captur '] From News Dispatches
AT IIIR AR . pture of the hilllop, SAIGON, Dee..- 22 — The

called Phou Pha Xay, puts ! .
ienemy forces within easy artil- | if;’{llthrz;g{:::’Ese;ec%&‘g;gg‘?l‘f

'l (23 -
]r'le;gnl(;?;g:n(t)f’ ]a;?ngilihef;;‘s“ng I rqsted on ‘suspicit.m of Commu-
|Phou Pha Xay, which was part | m.st pohtlc_al ac}mty and-held
of the Long Cheng det‘emive["flthou‘L trials for up to two
system, occurred during the,YCars on Christmas Day. a
Communist rout of Meo and | SPekesman announced today.
‘Thai troops from the plain.} The amnegy, hoyever. will
the sources say, and was not . ngt affect Vietnam's two most
discovered until its defenders | [2mous political ~prisoners—
appeared at Long Cheng yes-i'I:”,mu“g Dinh Dzu and Tran
l{erday. INgoc Chau he said. Both were
tried and convicted by mili-
‘tary courts, - v :
The spokesman said the
prisoners were seized under
; the three-year-old TPhoenix

" ~oprogram, a joint U.S.-South
ing fire support bases at Sting | yionamese ~ anti-insurgency

:Ray and Cobra., west and s
south of the plain. Cnmmu'!op’%ﬁ?lo&igon command and
nists continued terrying U.S. spokesmen here reported

troops and artillery southward | ; Ty oo . ;
along ihe eastern edge of the !11tt1e military action in South

plain toward passes leading to ﬁé%minm’ g;‘;}glo%;;m%s C%‘ltlle’;
Long Cheng. P
_ {north of Phnom Penh.

J0ff the Plain ' A Cambodian spokesman:

Meo and Thai irregulars are said a battle for the riverside:
reported 16 be completcly off 1 viliage of Peam Chhkork en-’
the plain now. though contact: tered its third day. North Viet-
‘with many units has not been i namese forces were so close t0:
made. No decision on where to government front lines that al-
establish new defensive posi-:lied warplanes were unable to
tions about Long Cheng has{bomb and strafe effectively. i
been reached, informed | The spokesman also re-
sources say, since pro-govern-; vealed that Cambodia had no
ment forces have not com- plans for a Christmas cease-
pleted regrouping. off the|fire similar to the 24-hour
plain. : truce proclaimed by South
.. The .deteriorated situation|Vietnam.

Saigon to Release

2

Communist consolidation.of
‘gains made last weekend con-
tinued through Monday night
when Meo and Thai irrevulars
abandoned their fwo remain-

- - DL ]
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Lao patriots take Plain of Jars

VIENTIANE — Lao Patrictic Front forces (LPF) captured the
strategic Plain of Jars in northern Laos on Monday, and raided the
“secret’’ headquarters of Gen. Vang Pao, head of the U.S. Central In-
telligence Agency's “Secret Army” of Meo tribesmen and opium smug-
glers on Tuesday. ~

Gen. Thongpan Knocksy, military spokesman for the pro-U.S. Gov- ./
ernment of Lao Premier Souvanna Phouma in Vientiane, said on Tues-
day that the military situation in Laos was ‘‘deteriorating rapidly.”
Souvanna Phouma’s Defense Minister, Sisouk Na Champassak, told
newsmen in Vientiane on Monday that the LPF had taken the strategic,
25 by 35-mile Plain of Jars, 100 miles northeast of Vientiane, and that the
situation was ‘‘terrible."”’ ’

Knocksy said that despite stepped-up U.S. air attacks, the LPF

. were continuing to advance; he said a group of LPF commandos on
Tuesday raided Long Cheng, the CIA base 20 miles south of the Plain of
Jars, knocked out the airfield, burned down three barracks, and
spoiled the Meo tribesmen’s traditional New Year celebrations.
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. North Vietnam  has esca-

lated. the level of warfare in

A e

American attempts to try to
blunt that offensive with air-

STATINTL

lla War’

s

expeet recurring ' Communist\offensiVe this year, therefore,
jthrusts to be made in Laos|is not so much that the area

Taos by massing tanks and power cost the loss of most ofjand Cambodia, and probably once again was recaptured as

130-mm. artillery to
wipe out government forces
around the Plain of Jars and,
challenge other positions, U.S.
officials acknowledged yester-
day. L.

-, “Substantial qualitative
provements” in Communist
‘weaponry are being revealed
in the offensive now rolling
across Laos, State Department
spokesman Charles Bray said

1vesterday. Other officials said,
“This is no longer guerrilla
warfare.”

flicted one of the heaviesl de-

tiane and in Washinzoton now
concede,
Increased North Vietnamese

the five U.S. Air ¥orce Phan-
toms shot down over the week-
end in Laos and North Viet
nam, U.S. officials acknowl-
edged.

According to reports from

im. the Laotian capitol of Vienti-
ane, the Communist offensive;
is lapping at the “secret” base; ¥ing last month. "

of Gen. Vang Pao, about 20
miles below the Plain of Jars.
Vang Pao's forces are trained
and equipped by the U.S. Cer
tral Intelligence Agency.

The new pattern of warfare
now emerging in Laos and in
officials,

adminisiration ap-

ﬁatsﬁof the Laotian war on pears designed lo put maxi- retreat. The defeat was a se-|
e U.S.supported Roval Lao mum pressure on those two rious blow to the prestige ofy, N -

. . : By . i .m. Friday, Wash-
forces and Thai “irrcgulars” nations in advance of the U.S. Premier Lon Nol and con-lg?r?f&tn émin‘{raf;]gzz's tl‘od(\sps
last weekend, officials in Vien- President's visit to Peking on tinues to reverberate in thej: an?i the so-‘c’alled'Thai’ “irre;‘ix-

Feb. 21,
North Vietnam has served
notice through ils own pub-

lsome in South Vietnam also, jin the way that it was scized

'‘between now and the {ime| this time.

of President Nixon's arrival iny North Vietnamese forces

Peking. They assume thatirolled up an estimated 25 of
North Victnamese Premier|their 130-mm. guns. They have
Pham Van Dong informed|s range of about 16 miles. They

China’s leaders of these inten-! z1so brought in about 35 tanks,
tions during his visit to Pe- according to the same ficld
{ reports.

At the end of November and! QOne U.S. source said the
exiending into early Decem- 13n.mm. weapons weigh ahout
ber, Nerth Vietnamese troobs' 10 tons cach and are traps
inflicted a major defeat on a ported on prime movers cach
20,000-man Cambodian force eighing about five tons. The
that was attempting its own gyns are of Russian design,

china war back into the fore- position in Indochina. Instead

-ifront of international atlen- of using the current dry sea-

tian. This new venturcsome- son to challenge allied forces
ness on the parl of Hanoi's in South Vielnam, where they
leaders includes the develop- are St?"“g“t’ these SOLH'CG.S
i M i P said, the Communist thrust
ing use of Mig jet fighlers in-aimed first at Cambodia early
aerial combat as well as ibei{his month, and now at Laos.

introduction of hecavier ground
aweapons, officials noted.

An estimated 15,000 Com™mu-
-nist troops captured six major
artillery firebascs in a thrust
that began Friday night. Lao
fgovernment spokesmen
claimed that the North Viet-
namese lost 1,500 killed and
wounded. Unofficial - reports
from Laos said anti-Commu-
nigt casualties were expected

~ to amount to at least 500

killed and wounded." "

The Communist objective,

administration sources eclaim, |

is to create the greatest pos-
sible alarm in the United
States about the most “ten-
der” Indochina issues that di-
vide President Nixon and his
critics in Congress: the risk
of spreading warfare in Cam-
bodia and in Laos, the fate of
U.S. prisoners and a time-
table for total American troop
withdrawals from the war.
Admipistraticn officials now

offensive in northeast Cambo-|pyt it is unclear Whether those

The North Victnamese in- Cambodia, according o Nixon|dia, Cambodian troops were ' yged in Laos are of Soviet or

badly chopped up and fled in Chinese manufacture.
In the assanlt, which began

capital of Phnom Penh. I lars” or “volunieers” wh o
The current Communist of- often fight with them were

‘fensive in Laos also hit allied gaid to have heen “clobhered.”

risk-taking is cvident, onc of- lications, State Department of- {rgops there with far heavier
ficial said, in what amounts to ficials said yesterday,.that it !weigfﬁt than anvone had anti-
a_“deliberate sel of provoca- regards Laos and Cambodia as eipateq, although an offensive
tions” to try to push the Indo- the “weak points” in the allied iin (nis season was expected.

State Department. spokes-
man Bray noted yesterday that
jthe Communist dry season of-
ifensive came earlier than
usual this year, and struck dur-
ing a period of “cloud cover”
that “hampered our ability to
provide air support.”

Other officials said the Com-
jmunist attackers in Laos had
the advantage last weekend of
extraordinarily adverse weath-
er for flving, and pounced on
allied forces around the Plain
of Jars with an unprecedented
array of weapons.

The loss of the Plain is a re-
curring event, officials noted;
it has changed hands four
itimes in the last 2 years, The
isignificance of the Communist
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Early Loss
-~ Seen Periling

K_ey CIA Base

By D. E. Ronk

. Bpecial to The Washington Post
VIENTIANE, Dec. 21—
Communist forces have re-
captured the Plain of Jars
in northern Laos two
months carlier than in the
last dry Season, _ raising
\doubts here that govern-
iment forces will be able to
'retain a tochold to refake
the strategic arca next year.
" Some CIA sources suggest
‘that with the added time

.gaincd from the early capture
of the plain yesterday, the
North Vietnamese and Pathet
Lao forces may move south-
west  toward Long Cheng,
headquarters of the CIA and
‘Meo tribesmen, less than 30
miles from the plain’s south-
ern edge.

- [Wire services reported to-
day that Long Cheng was at-
tacked early today by 20 Com-
munist commandos who dam-
aged three aircraft and killed
three Laotians.]

All U.S. government sources
 here indicated that Gen. Vang
Pao, commander of progovern-
men{ irregular forces on the
plain, bhad intended to main-
‘tain  control of the plain
through the 1971-72 dry season
to relieve pressure on Long
Cheng.

CIA-supported Meo and Thai’
irregular forces abandoned
the government’s remaining
fire support bases on the west-
ern edge of the plain yester-
day retreating under intense
enemy artillery fire off the
plain itself,

The 30-square-mile Plain of
Jars is about 100 miles north
of Vientiane. This 1is the
|fourth time it has changed
hands in the last 2%z years,
with government forces gain-

wet

fne control Ao proved Eor Refedi® 280616%/55™ CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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" and relinquishing it in the dry)

season to the Communists,
Two firebases covering the
plain, Sting Ray to the west
and Cobra to the south, are re-
ported to be under heavy artil-{:

lery attack with little chancel|

they can be held, sources say.
Laotian Defense Ninster
Sisouk Champassak put Com-
munist losses during the first
two days of fighting at 1,500
dead out of a reported 15,000
attacking. He said the pgovern-
ment had from 6,000 to 7,000
troops on the plain during the
attack. - Government
were described as heavy.
Though Communist infan-
tfrymen “paid the price of tak-

.ing the plain,” they apparently

consider the prize worth the

‘price, U.S. sources said.

The prize itself may only be
the psychological effect on
government and progovern-
ment troops of suifering a
major sethack early and
quickly, or this year it may be
control of all the mountain re-
gion, sources here bhelieve, in-
cluding Long Cheng itself,
leaving the government no:
tochold to mount an offen-

. sive during the next wet sea-
" son.

Air cover for retreating
troops and remaining posi-
tions in the west is minimal
because of weather. Sources
say bombing is impossible on
the eastern half of the plain as
Communist {rucks ferry men
and equipment southward
under an umbrella of intense,
antiaircraft fire described as!
the heaviest ever in northern
Laos.

Yesterday Defense Minister
Sisouk reported the loss of
two Laotian bombers to
enemy ground fire, including
the loss of their pilots, Sisouk
also noted the presence ofi
North Vietnamese Mig fight-
ers slightly north and north-
east of the plain, a presence
U.S. sources here confirm and:
say appears part of the Com-
munist strategy of keeping
U.S. air support minimal,

About 20 U.S.-supplied how-
itzers are helieved to have
been lost to énemy action on
the plain with only the howitz-
ers at Cobra and Sting Ray

losses|

now remaining in action. Thai
gunners are reported to have
spiked their weapons with
phosphorous grenades to make
them inoperable when aban-
doned.

Communist introduction of
130-mm. field guns into the at-
tack, the first reported use of
the hig guns with a range of

o ————

ported by the aetense minist
as heing decisive in the battle,
There have been other reports
of 27 tanks being seen and
heard at various locales-on the
plain.

Gen., Vang Pao, who vxsxted
A firebase over the weekend,
according to Sisouk, called
Communist artillery fire the
heaviest ever in Laos and told
Sisouk that during one 15-min-
ute period 600 rounds landed
within the position.

Opening their attack Satur
day morning from the north
northeast and southeast, Com
munist gunners poured a with
ering barrage into the nine
|progovernment positions,

STATINTL
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The Long 92d

1t has been a long, long trail awinding for the mem-
bers of the 92d Congress since they convened last Janu-
ary. The big surprise of this protracted, eventful first
session has been President Nixon's adoption of most of
the economic programs put forward by the Democratic
opposition: wage-price controls, lower taxes, public serv-
ice jobs for the unemployed, a radically unbalanced
budget. Mr. Nixon has traveled far from old conservative
orthodoxy in these eleven months.

Despite enormous efforts, the Democrats have been
much less successful in persuading Mr. Nixon to accept
their foreign policy views. They have failed in repeated
attempts to write into law a specific date for withdrawal
of American forces from Vietnam, an end to the air war

./ over North Vietnam and to the C.LA.-financed “secret

war” in Laos. Amendments sponsored by Senator Mans-
field and others have failed in the face of a coalition
of Speaker Albert, a minority of House Democrats and
the Republicans. Theirs is the last tattered vestige of the
once invincible bipartisanship in foreign policy., A victim
of this pulling and hauling between Congress and the
Executive has been the undernourished foreign aid pro-
gram, killed outright by the Senate and then revived
after prolonged parliamentary maneuvering.

In the making of social welfare policy, there has been
a stalemate. The House again passed the Administration’s
welfare reform bill, a significant and constructive meas-
ure. But as it did in the last Congress, the bill has
become stalled in the Senate Finance Committee. Con-

gress did pass its own far-reaching program to establish-

a network of day care centers for children, but the
President successfully vetoed it, as he also killed 2
Democratic bill to accelerate existing public works pro-
grams to combat unemployment,

Cn environmental and related issues, Congress killed
the Administration-backed plan to finance the supersonic
transport plane. The House has passed a comparatively
‘weak pesticide regulation bill; agreement was ar last
reached on a satisfactory settlement of the long-disputed
land claims of Alaskan natives, and the Senate has
approved a comprehensive water pollution control biil
which promptly came under heavy attack by industry
and the Administration.

* * »

President Nixon opened this Congress with a call

for a “second American revolution” embracing reorgani-

zation of Cabinet departments and regulatory commis-
sions as well as Federal-state revenue sharing. Govern-
ment reorganization is usually a prickly subject because
established bureaucracies, interest groups and Congres-
sional committees have vested interest in the status quo;
and to no one’s surprise, President Nixon last” month
abandoned his plan to abolish the Agriculture Depart-
ment. Revenue sharing, however, has been the subject
of hearings an both sides of the Capitol and some ver-
sion of this reform may emerge in the next session if the
President fights for it. -

Congress made more headway on campaign spending
reform. It agreed upon the first comprehensive bill to
regulate political expenditures since the Corrupt Prac-
tices Act of 1825,

Despite President Nixon's adcpiion of wage-prica con-
trols and other liberal economic proposals, there natu-
rally remains a considerable philosophical distance
between the Administration and the majority of the
Liemocrats who control Congress. This has resulted in
time-consuming scrimmaging between the two parties
and some acrimony, though less than might have heen
expected.

Having fought -successfully to retain the initiative in
foreign policy and having received Congress’ coopera-
tion on his tax bill and economic stabilization measures,
President Nixon enters the coming campaign year having

‘had his way on most of the issues that matter.
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Despite Its Being in the Telephone Book

STATINTL

CIA Is an Unlisted Number When Congress Dials

‘ SO FAR as I've found in a lot of traveling,
the United States is the only country in ihe
world which lists its central intelligence
agency in the telephone book, and enables

anyone to call up and speak to the director’s
office.

But an extraordinary exchange on the floor
of the Senate recently made clear how little
clse the people who put up the money for in-
telligence know about how it's spent. The
debate took place on the day the military ap-
propriations bill was finally passed so it at-

acted little attention, but it was revealing.

It was provoked by Scn., Stuart Symington
(D-Mo.) who -offcred an amendment provid-

. ing that not more than $4 billion in the de-

N

[fense budget could go for the intelligence
.services, including the CIA, the National Se-
curity Agency and the inteiligence branches
‘of the various armed services. Symington’s

.point was not only to set a limit, but to set a

‘precedent.
: ohs

CONGRESS does appropriate all the
money that goes to intelligence, hut it
doesn’t know how much, or even when and
how. That's because it is hidden in the de-
fense budget, with the result that Congress
doesn't really know just what it is appropri-
ating any militarty money for because it
never knows which items have been selected
for padding to hide extra funds for intelli-
gence, :

Evidently, Symington believes that the ac
tual ‘amount spent is a little over $4 billion,
intsead of tho $6 billion reported in the
press, because he wasn’t trying to cut intelli-
gence funds cxcept for CIA payments to
Thal soldiers in Laos. He is one of the nine
senators entitled to go to meetings of the
‘Appropriations Subcommitice on .the CIA,
supposedly the confidential watechdog over
the agency. As he pointed out though, there

asn't been a full meeting all this year.

What he wanted to do was to establish
that Congress does have some rights to mon-
dtor the intelligence empire which it created
by law, and he was driven to the attempt be-
cause of exasperation at President Nixon's
recelnt intelhgence reorganization. It was an-

D)

By Flora Lcwis

nounced to the public as an upgradinvg of

CIA Director Richard Ilelms and a better -
method {o avoid waste and establish politi- |

cal control.

Senator Symington and many other
well-informed CIA watchers in Washington,
are convinced that Helms has been kicked
upstairs. The resuit, they believe, will be an
increase in mililary influence over intelli-
gence—which has been recognized as a dan-
ger throughout the history of intelligence
because it {ends to bhecomne self-serving, the
doctor diagnosing himself according to the
therapy he likes.

There is also & concern that the reorgani-
zation, which makcs the President's National
Security Adviser Illenry Kissinger top dog
over intelligence, will centralize the system
so much that it will become a tool for White
House aims, not an'outside sou,rce of techni-
cal expertise,

Responsible political conirol over the in-
telligence community’s actions, as distinet

from its factual and ‘analytical reports, is -

necessary and desivable. But despite the
public impression, In the last few years the
CIA has becn the most honest source of in-
formation for Congress on sensitive issues
such as Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, while

the Pentagon, Stale and White Iouse have:

dealt in obfuscations. Whatever his Depart-
ment of Dirty Tricks might be doing, Helms
has been more straighiforward with his se-
cret session testiniony on what is really hap-
pening in these unhappy places than the
people wlo do have to explain and justify
their funding to Congress.

[A

BUT, as the Senate debate showed, that.
fsn't saying very much. Sen. Allen Ellender.
who heads the CIA subcommittee, v
poinied out that 20 years ago only two sena--
tors and two-congressmen were allowed to'

(D-La.),

know what the CiA was spending, and now'
there are five on each side of the Capitol.

He implied that they also knew what the-
CIA was spending its money for. Sen. Wil-

ham Fulbnﬂht (D-Ark.), had the wit to ask

"if that mean Ellender knew, before the CIA |
set up its secret army in Laos that this was-

the purpose of the appropriation. Ellender

said, “It was not, I did not know anything
about it . . . it never dawned on me to ask
about it.” : .

Sen. Alan Cranston (D-Calif.), had the
humor to point out that there has heen a lot

in the press about the CIA Laotian army in v
the past couple of years, and asked whether.

Ylender has now inquired about it. Ellender

said, “I have not inquired.)” Cranston
pointed out that since nobody else in Con-
gress has Ellender’s right to check the ClA,
thal meant nobody in Congress knows, El.
lender replied, “Probahly not.”

Symington’s amendment was
But at least the record is now clear. A re-
cent Newsweck article quoted a former CIA
official as saying, *“There
agency of our government whose activilies
receive closer cerutiny and ‘control’ than the
CIAY

defeated,’

i8 no federal,

“The reverse of that statement is true,"l

said Symington, “and it i3 shameful for the .
American people to be misled.” The record
proves him right. E

by Newsday.
. Distributed % Los Anqexel Times Sypdioata,
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CIA Secrets Target |

Of Senate

. By GEORGE KENTERA

"WASHINGTON (NANA) —
Both Senate and House are
showing a growing restiveness
over being kept in the dark
about this country’s vast intel-
Jdigence apparatus.

This restiveness is particu-

“larly strong in the Senate at

present, but it also exists in the
House and it has been
present almost sinc 1949, when
the Central Intelligiice Agency
(CIA) was first graated power.

™ COMTTess to opo: ate withoutl
congressional revie, i

Inquiries |

— And Rep. Lucien N. Nedzi,!
Detroit Democrat and chairman!
of a special House subcommit-
tee on intelligence, is quictly|
laying the groundwork for what|
is likely to be public hearingsi
about the many-sided intel-
ligence apparatus.

Members of Congress like Sy-
mington and Nedzi are not seck-
ing to know all, or even a good
deal, about the nation’s intel-
ligence setup. But they believe
Congress s a rule ought to
know something, perhaps about
the intelligence budget, and

"The mounting frustration on|they are dissatisfied with the
Capitol Hill is har.ily likely to{present system, under which
produce any legisiation requir-ionly a hanglful of senators and
ing disclosure by tne Nixon ad-. representatives knows any of

ministration of  intelligence
funding or activities.

Buat it is almost certain to re-
sult next vear in discreet ef-
forts, primarily by Congres-
‘sional committees and subcom-
mittees involved, to lift at least
partially the curtain that now
hides an intelligence effort said
to cost up to $6 billion a year.

Sen. John C. Stennis, D-Miss.,
powerful c hairman of the
Armed Forces Committee, has
already felt compelled to prom-
ise a thorough committee study
and, “if necessary,” an inves-
tigation into intelligence opera-
tions. .

In making that promise to the
Senate, Stennis specificially re-
ferred to President  Nixon's
reorganization early this month
of the U.S. intelligence system
— @& reorganization that some
senators fear removes the sys-.
tem even farther from any ac-!
countability to Congress.

Two other signs point fo some |
‘congressional action next year: |

— Sen. Stuart Syminglon, the'
Missouri Democrat who has
long protested the lack of infor-
mation Congress gets about in-
telligence matters, reportedly is
ready to press a demand that
the Senate b
accounting in private session.

the facts.

On the night of Nov. 23, the
Senate held an cxtradrdinary
debate on an amendment by Sy-
mington to the $70.8 billion de-
fense appropriations bill. The
amendment would have set a;
limit of $1 billion for intel|
ligence spending — by the CIA,
National Security Agency, De*l
fense Infelligence Agency andi
for intelligence work performed|
by or for the Army, Navy and!
Alr Force. "

Fifty-six senators voted
against and defeated the
amendment — but 31 senators
voted for it. And one of those 31
votes was from Montana’s Dem-
ocratic Sen. Mike Mansfield, the
majority leader, who praised
Symington and said, perhaps
significantly:-

“He has raised an issue which
is just now in its infancy, but
which in time I am confident

(will grow to enormous propor-

tions. It is time, in my judg-
ment, that we take a long, hard
lIook at our intelligence commu-
nity, its function and objec-
tives.”

Nedzi thinks so, too, In his
preparatory work, he and his
subcommittee aides have al-

the CIA, the Defense Depart-

STATINTL

S
Tnent and the State Department;’
and also “eight hours of contin-
uous discussions” at the nation-
al security agency.

Atomic Energy Commission
and, finally, the intellisence
agencies of the arined services
that reportedly spend the lion's
share of the intelligence budget.

“I haven’t come to any con-
clusion...Yet on the whole ques-
tion of how far one should go in
making public activities of this
kind,” Nedzi says. “What 1
+think I'd like to do is get people
from the agencies to present un-
classified versions of their posi-
tions and provide a forum for
critics and students of the prob-
lems.”

An opponent of the war in
Vietnam, Nedzi thinks his ap-
pointment in July as chairman
of the intelligence subcommittee
by Rep. F. Edward Hebert of
Louisiana, chairman of the
House Armed Services Commit-
tee, may have “tempered the
strong passions” some frustrat-
ed house members have about
:ntelligence procedures.

Still, more than a dozen bills
have been introduced in Con-
gress this year aimed at making
intelligence agencies, particu-
larly the CIA, accountable to

Still to come are the FBI, the.

Congress. That is a rate slightly
higher than average since 1949; |
in the two decades since then,'
almost 200 such bills have been |
introduced and none has’
passed,

Whatever review power Con-:
gress has over intelligence mat-.
ters resides in four congres-
sional subcommittees,

On the House side, one is Ned-
zi’s subcommittee, . created in
July. The other is the intel-
ligence operations subcommit-
‘tee of the Appropriatons Com-
mittee. Its members are an of-
ficial secret, but there is good
reason to believe they are the

|ranking three Democrats and

itwo  Republicans on the 1lull
jcommittee’s  defense  subcom-

orge Mahons of Texas. ¥

| . 1HES L
i|None of this information is in

On the Senate side there are
also two subcommittees. One is
the central intelligence subcom-
mittee of the Armed Services
Commmittee which includes Sten-
nis,  Symington,  Democrat
Henry M. Jacksen of Washing-
iton and Republicans Peter H.

! o
‘Dominick of Colorado and

iBarry Goldwater of Arizona. -

This subcommittee reviews CIA
programs, but not financing.

The other is the intclligence
operations subcommittee of the
Appropriations Committee, Its
members are Chairman Allen J.
Ellender of Louisiana, Stennis,
Democrat John L. McClellan of
Arkansas and Republicans Mil-
ton R. Young of North Dakota
and Mrs. Margaret Chase Smith
of Maine. »

It seems worth noting that Sy-
mington is a part of these elite
‘groups and vet is g leading pro-
Jester against the setup they
represent. _ .

One reason mav be Ellender’s
explanation on Nov. 23 about
the way five senators (rom the
Appropriations Committee) de-
cide what funds the intelligence
;agencies need. '

“This method of appropri-
lgting funds for these intel-
Higence activities has been in ef-:
ifect for at least 20 vears that I
know of...” He said. “We five!
‘who sit on this committee hear:
the testimony of those applying;
for funds. The funds are justi-|
fied to us. -

“We ask many questions.

writing, nor is it recorded, but it
is simply given to us, and we

appropriations as is seen fit-
ting...I would hesitate to suggest
that more senators and niore
members of the House be in-
velved in this sensitive work.”
At another point, Symington

weigh it and then rccommend |

and his supporters referred tol
newspaper  disclosures  two
years ago that the CIA was f|-
nancing much of the warin
{Laos. . 8
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‘Tl.ie Pursuit Of Peace

© Summitry is in its heyday. Mr. Nixon has trips
larined to many places other than Peking, to talk with
feaders of other nations. The Russians are traveling all
over the globe making agreements, Leaders of every
European nation except Spain, Portugal and Greece are
constantly on the move between capitals. World govern-
ment ‘may someday be run, like America’s nuclear re-
taliation system, in a fleet of ever-airborne planes,

. In the pursuit of peace all this happens. But there
is war in Vietnam, in Laos, in Cambodia, in Pakistan, in
Ireland, possibly any day in the Middle East. In South-
east Asia American troops are being withdrawn, but
U.5. bombing goes on mightily, interminably, and, as

ublication of three different sets and versions of the

entagon Papers last month reminds Americans, no one
is really sure how the United States ever got into this
diabolical holocaust, according to D, J. R. Bruckner of
the Los Angeles Times.

There is no certainty the United States will not get
into another, either. The Senate FPoreign Relations Corn-
mittee is publishing ils hearings into presidential war-
making powers now; it will probably report out a bill
before the end of the year to limit those powers; the.
chance of Senate passage of that bill next year is good.
Whether the House—its normal condition is confusion,
laziness ard panic in the face of presidential threats—
will act on i, or pass it, is another matter.

As a cautionary measure, the bill is not so bad. But
it is not good, either, Its early sponsors, to win conserva-
tive support, accepted a provision supplied by Sen. John
Stennis (D-Miss.), chairman on the Armed Service Com-
mittee, to authorize the President to make a first strike
“to forestall the direct and imminent threat” of an at-
tack on the United States. Should something like that be
written into law? Adolf Hitler claimed that Germany
was threatened by attacks from Austria, Czechoslovakia
and Poland. Otherwise, the bill would require Congress
{0 act within 30 days if a President were to continue any
hostilities he committed American armed forces to.
Whether that is of any value when the bill would, for
the first time in American history, authorize a President
to start a war, is highly questionable. Somebody started
the war in Vietnam without any such authority.

As Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.) wrote in a letter
to the Washington Post last summer. “The truth is, out
of 160 occasions when the President has committed U.S.
foreszs to military operations abroad, only five have been
declared wars. Over half of these (other) 155 actions
were begun without any prior approval from Congress
and almost 70 took place outside the western hem-
isphere.” A

Legislation is only words so long as Congress is

erations of the United States. Take the war in Laos,
where the CIA. used intelligence funds to support an
array of 36000 then. Neither Congress nor the people
know how big the U.S. intelligence budget is, or whether
it is used 1o make war,
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In the Senate, five men are authorized to know. On
Nov. 23, Sen. Allen Ellender (D-La.), chairman of the
appropriations committee, said in a floor debate that he
is one of the five. He claimed the United States needs

the secrecy which the Senate has provided to keep itself '

ignorani of what is going on. Sen. J. William Fulbright
(D-Ark.) asked him whether he knew, at the time he
approved CIA appropriations, that the CIA was funding
the war in Laos. Ellender’s reply says everything about
Congressional control over warmaking:

“. .. Mr. President,” he said, “I wish to say that I do
not know. I never asked, to begin with, whether or not
there were any funds to carry on the war in this sum
the CIA asked for. It never dawned on me to ask about
it. I did see it publicized in the newspapers some time
ago.”

Such is the way Congress keeps an eve on the
executive branch which, in the words of GOP Senafe
leader Hugh Scott, “maintains as much secrecy as pos-
sible to thelpoint of suffocation and isolation:” which
only a few months ago refused to allow its chief foreign
policy planner Henry Kissinger to testify, refused to
detail military aid plans for the next five years, and has
now reorganized the intelligence apparatus in such a
way that Kissinger, protected by claims of executive
prix;i{lege, can throw a shroud of secrecy over the whole
works.

Congress can pass its bill‘to limit warmaking pow-
ers; it can cut the defense budget with a crude meat-axe
(the only weapon it knows how to use); it can send in-

‘vestigating committees abroad to publicize the govern-

ment’s waste, corruption, deceit and atrocities; it can
horrify sane men everywhere by revealing the extent
of the business community’s greed-governed complicity
in America’s secret war machine and the evil pervasion
of military surveillance over the civilian population—
and the President will still be free to go to war when he
decides to and then to justify his action in any words
he chooses to use. A President is subject to the judgment
of all those leaders he meets at the summits more than
he is to the judgment of the Congress or the people.

If it will make Congress feel better to have a re-
straining law on the books, such as it is, the bill may as
well be passed. But, if Congress is to regain its constitu-
tional role in the government of the United States, in-
cluding its authority to declare war, it will have to re-
organize itself, restructure its committees, improve its
stalf, and outlaw executive privilege.

To be blunt about it, Congress is systematically
stupid. Iis very operational stucture prevents it from
adequately understanding the defense budget or foreign
policy, or from devising alternatives to executive initia-
tives in these areas. Congress is said to be in a battle
now with the White House over warmaking powers.
Well, there is a lot of political wrangling going on. But
there is no real battle. Congress is not vet equipped to
do battle. That is why, ultimately, the White House is «o0
well equipped to do battle wherever and whenever it
pleases, :
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i allivz are \Clet‘ tralning Thai?
“irregulars in South Vieteam to]
“operate helicopter gunships ;
: a;,amxt the (’mnmum;t: in Iqo_,‘
Creliabla sources said tenight, :
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They said that the Thais had

cop‘u: for their missions.

-«Joseph Fried

+ heen ucr\mcl Ly the U.S. Cen-’
. tealr Intelligence  Agency  and
© that the U8, would pmndg heli-
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_In the basement of his home in Oakion,
Va.,, with dogs and children running havoc
alomd him, Vh,tor Marchetti wrote a spy
'novel last year. Today Mr. Marchetti and
.hig new book “The Rope Dancer” are stir-
“ring up 'havoe of another kind just a few
mm g from his h ome, at Central Intelligence
Agency - {CIA) he aoouarters where Mr.
Marchettl was an ol ficial just two years ago.

" Today Mr. Marchetti is the spy ‘“‘who
came in from the cold—into hot water,”
to quola one of his friends. Now an out-
spn!:cn critic of the agency, Mr. Marchetii
- has been traveling around the country pro-
of the spy's world and
crusading for reform in the CIA,

Mr, Marchetti left the CIA after a 14-
.year cereer in protest over what he asseris

is its waste and duplicity in iniclligences mzatlon is a stro*le‘ move in

athering, its increasing involvement with
(3

tno rmhtazy, its amoralily, and what he

§ays now is its subtle shifis to “domestic
spying.”
Reform, he says, in the entire intelligence

- network . snould be three-pronged: (1) re-

organizing responsibilities, (2) reducing size
dercd by Prende.u Nixon. Placing CIA &i-
‘rector Richard Helms as overall coordina-
tor of national intelligence recently was in

-part aimed at eliminating the waste in the

natipn’s §8 billion/209,000-man intelligence
.operation which soans a dozen governmen-
‘and funding, and (8) exposing the intelli-
gence co*nmumty {0 more public control

S.? o T ayes 'ﬁ.v: ')."3
1ACHLeS ERaRaligll

The CIA, in its turn, has remzained custo-
“marily silent to the pubhc attack. However,
one former top CIA oficial, who asked to
remain anonymous, agread with some of
Mr. Marchetti’s points bL.t disputed his main
.arguments,

Since Mr. Marchetti began speakmg out
several months ago, a3 major restructuring
in the intelligence community has- been or-
tal agencies. It was also aimed at tailoring
intelligence output more closel_/ to White
"House needs.

This reform and Mr. Marchetti’s own criti-
cistn come at a time when Congress, too, is
demanding more knowledge -and control
“over the mtelhﬂencc networ Ls For the first
+time Congress has ordered public hearmffs
on the CIA next year, and Mr. Marche
plans to teatlfy

In Boston Mr. Marcheiti explained his own
“My discontent with the

i

-

rnd

- agency was hard for me to 1de'mfy at first.
I began first to criticize the waste, This is
rxdlcuTous, 1 thought. We could be doing the
job for $2 billion less.

to'me was the military influence, This is
very pervasive, When the Secretary of De-
‘fense conirols 85 percent of the assets, heé
[the CIA dircctor] doesn’t have the muscle
to make changes. The military influence in
many ways is the greatest single factor of
waste. They want to know more and more
‘and are responsible for ¢ollection ovarkill.”

To these two criticisms, the former CIA
official who worked close to the director
and who responded for The Christian Science
Monitor, pglﬂj agreed. “There is unfor
tun atuy an amul lot of duphcauo—x " he
said, but added, “What is necded is tighter
contrel over the military [not the CIAJ. It's
not a question of the CIA duplicating the
military, but of. the military Guplicating
what the CIA does..The President’s reorga-
the right direc-
t oll

Another one of Mr, VI rc‘xctu s com-
plaints is that the traditional intelligence
‘work of gauhcrmff and assessing informa-
tion has been ‘‘containinated” with para-
m*‘lmy activity. :

A prime example is Laos where the Cl!
recrmtcd and armed thousands of natives,
says Mr. Marchettl, who worked in the CIA
as an intelligence analyst as special assist-
ant to the ‘chief of plans, programs, and
budgets, %o - the executive director, ana
finaily as executive assxstant to the agency’s
deputy director. -

“[At the time] perhaps a handful of key
congressmen and senators might have’

known about this - activity in Laos The

- public knew nothing,” he declared.

According to the former CIA adminis-
trator, however, paramilitary activity is
shifting out of the CIA now and into the
Armay. “But. in any case,” he said, ‘‘the
CIA doesn’t decide on this activity; they
are directed by the President and the Na-
tional Securxty Council.” If there is to be
reform in the use of the CIA, he argues, it
must come from the Presmen s direction.

While Mr., Marchetti is highly critical of
the CIA’s ndramlhtary and clandestine in-
terventions in other countries, he insists that
the real threat of the CIA today is that it
may “unleash’ itself on this country.

COiL

ty | he N . .F?;'
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Concern noticed
. . B ot
“In recent ycars as domegtic unrest in-

“"ereased, I've noticed the CIA is concerned
- #The second thing that was most unnoymd_

about the FBI's apparent inability to handle
subversion in this country. I think there’s
an effort to convince the nation that the
CIA should get into domestic intellizence.”

“Ridiculous,” snapped the former cra
administrator, and left this charge at that,

To reform, the intelligence network, Mr.
Marchetti says there should be a reorgani
zation to limit the Défense Depariment {o
the routine intelligence needs of various de
partments -— Army, Navy, etc.

“Then I'd put the National Securit
Agency under the conirol of the Presiden
and Congress,” elaborated Mr. Marchett
“Congress kas very litile knowledge aboul
what goes on. The Pentagon papars and th
way the Supreme Court acted strips awa]
the shield intelligence has amays had. W
need to let a little cunshme m that's the
best safeguard."”

Laos exax cited

The former administrator insists, how
aver, that there are already adequate con
trols through special congressional com
nittees which control appropriations.anc
military affairs. “If you had the whok
‘Congress. and. Senate debating these issue.
in executive session, you might as well de
away with it [secret 1x1tellwence opera
tions]. Inevitably there would be leaxs.’

“Of course there would be Ieaks,” admit
‘ted Mr. Marchetti, “What I'm really sayin;
is that in the final analysis if we made thc
President walk through it [his decision {c
use covert forces in forugn countries], the
President would see it’s all not worth it
Then if we deny ourselves these alterna
tives we'd have to act in a delomutu
fashion,” N

(117 _m,
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Even in these days of $230 billion
federal budgets and $27 billion federal
deficits, $379 million is a lot of money.

It represents about $11,000 for every
man, woman and child in Danbury.

. One would expect that when
.Congress votes an appropriation of $579
million, it would know what the money
is going for.

But in the case of the current
Defense Department budget, it does
not.

That $579 million fund is the last item
on the table of aircraft procurement
‘requested by the Pentagon for fiscal
1972 and is identified merely as
“classified projects.”’

Senator Stuart Symington of
- Missouri, the only senator who is a
member of both the Armed Services
-and Foreign Relations Committee,
{suspects this is one of the hidden items
to cover intelligence funding, for the

% for other intelligence
operd :

But the Pentagon won't admit it is,
nor will it say it isn’t. :

_ Senator Symington, a former Air
‘Force secretary, has been on the
Armed Services Committee for the
past 20 years rankmg immediately
behind the chairman in seniority. Not
once has he or the full committee, let
alone the entire Senate. been informed
what hidden funds are included in the
defense budget for intelligence
operations. During this period, U.S.
intelligence operatives have been
credited with or blamed for U.S.
involvement in affairs of foreign
rcountries, mcludmg the secret war in
Lgos. © -
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" the Pentagon,

Senator Symington last week tried to
put a limit on the blank check Congress
provides for intelligence operations.
He offered an amendment to the
defense appropriations bill to put a $4
billion lid on the blank check. 3

He didn't ask that the budget provide
a breakdown of the $4 hillion, nor that
secret - material be revealed to the
Senate. He just wanted intelligence
funding limited to intelligence, so we
don’t get into another situation where
U.S. personnel are organizing and
running a war on foreign soil, and an
airline to go with it, without Congress
or the American taxpayers knowmg
about it.

Unfortunately. only 30 other sena-
tors joined Senator Symington in voting
for the amendment. so the intelligence
operatives not only continue to have a
blank check but one without limit as far
as Congress is concerned.

The usual Pentagon supporters in the
Senate - won this round. But the
questions Senator Symington and

-others raised about U.S. military and

intelligence officials involving . this
country in distant wars cannot be
hidden away like the $579 mlllmn

_appropriation.

Sooner or later, the admlmstxatlm
the CIA and others
involved will have {5 Tace up to these
questions. As far as taxpayers are
concerned, the sooner the better.




" In u() r'z.mtus of DOL /er, mtn ms "Vxem ymization of

the wai” aimed at lul‘)l\,l enting the “Nixon docirine”
in this part of the \vo*ld President Nixon not enly obstin-
afely continued and-prolenged the war of aggression in
South V*:?,::’ 2, but. also embaried on new military adH
Ventures. . .af '1. st the Dermecratic Republic of Viet-
ram, overil _/ extendad the U.S. war of aggression into
Carmbedia and Laos, whose undertakings were accompan-
ied by innurnerable crimes against the peoples of the thrde
Indochinese coun tr;es, and seriously j ]GO‘)aX‘mACQ pOaC&, in
Southenst Asla, :
I In cc.r*y.a'f outl “V etunmization,” the I\xho‘l ad-

miais *: ation prelen ‘,s tze U.S. war of f""LS.u’)’l with

countless concemiitant frash criimes against the South
qumm' se people.
1) The Shz'fc.. 'u'my feverishty beefed up and an im-

sortant cenilngent of U.S. trows ma in‘:m‘cd in South
Vietnam. .
Under the U.S. plan, the Sawon junta feverishly dxaft-
e treops from lwyu.r-mu adol escents to fifty-year-olds
to raise the sirength of their army from half a millions
o a million-cdd men. Besides, it reorganized the polica
into an armed force with 20 men per vmage 300 per dis-
trict, 3,000 por provinee, and tens of thousands at the
central cchelen to lay an iron grin upon the population
and repress them. Over a million people, mostly aged,
women and children were forced into “civil defense”
units. .

- With a gle“t sense of urgency, the U.S. eqguipned the
Saigon army with all types of weapons and war meauns,
Since the beginning of the *“Vietnamnization” program
alone, it has supplied 649,000 M.16 rifles,. 20,039 machine-

guns, 24,60 grenade-throwers, 870 guns, 10,680 81mm mor-

" tars, 210 M4l tanks, 1,000 armored vdncles 44,000 .ful;tary
_lovries and 40,000 transceivers. . . .
* As regards the Sa'gon air force
with some 030 planes of various ty')es and has inlended to
bring this figure to 1,200 by 1972. To the Saigoa navy, the
U.S. turned over an estimated 1£50 ships and craft of
differenti kinds. The annual credit allocated by the Nixon
adminisiration to the Saigon junta for general expenses
was brotzint to 2 billicn dollars. : L
~ Up to June 30, 1971, the Nixon administration still
kept in South V‘ctnam ubOdL 240,060 U.S. troops, not in-
cluding nearly 20,020 men in the 7th 1" eet and coast-guard
units and 32,060 others in the USAL stationed at Americ n

azirbases in Thauand. . e .

-2) Relentless f]u erance of “p:m::c-ﬂtidn’ work —:

bacmsn? of the Nixon adminisiration’s “Vieizamization”
= aleng witl iatensified bowbardmenis and sweesns

&g L-Ah.a. ﬂh;\.

Tie U.S.

$1 billion and entrusted the U.S. Defense Departi rmt anu

| DALLY WORLD
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, the U S. provided it
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the CIA with the direct conduct of a new *‘pacification”

. cffort called *rural defense and local development” pro-

gram, begianing May 1, 1671, According to an assigned
quota, within a year, the Saigon agentis Bave to h.qmda‘t\,
14,000 patricts and force four mﬂhcn more people inlo lmge
“civil defense” organization. )

Following were the principal rrcasu‘es taken to m::;!
men.tuex’morx adrainistration’s “pacification” program:

In 25 racnths under Nivon, the U.S. vsed in South Viet-
nam an aiount of explosive emml to the total of U.S.
borabs expended in both 4 years' Vorld War I and tvio
years’ Korean War (Bomb tornage used in the Europe 2nd
Pz’cxfxc theatres: 2,882,244 fons; that used in . Korea:

,000 tons).

Urc‘er Johnson, the yearly avez‘*oc of U.S. bo*r*bs use
in both South and Norh Vietnam ran {o £80, 0 tons. ch,cr
Nixon, the quantity of bornbs ¢ropp ad on South Vietnam
alone yearly average 1,377,000 tons. According to the U.S.
Defense Deparime s (\ata from the be "fl..nno of 1889 to
Auzust 1990, the U.S. rained 2,131,334 tons of bombs a

fired 2,292,125 tms of shellsin the Indochma thea.rL mcm-'

lyin South Vietnar

. The French newspaper Le Monde. on Jyly 29, 19'10
stated: in 1970, on an average, the U.S. QEscharﬁLd on the
Indochina theatre a quantily of explosive equivalent to 11
20-kiloton A-bombs, the sort released by the U.S. on Hiro-
-shima in 15845. )

“The U.S. command in Saigon ‘unilaterally delineated
“frec fire zones,” mdhxm of entire large populated-areas
its targets....B-32 - strategic bombers in particuiar,
redoupled their carpet- bomomn -without distinction of
targets. In March 1289, right after taking office, U.S.
Defensz Secretary M. Laird cecided to ask for an addi-
ticnal credit of 52 million dollars in 18569-70 to increase
-B-52 ac_tivites {rom 1,600 to 1,800 missions a month. .

Over 2,509 artillery picces of all calibers. . p051txo'1e'1
everywhere on the mainland and based on warships. .
Everyday, tens of thousznds of shelis of different cahbnrs
were pumped into vil]avos and hamlets. Quang Tri alone,
ina smﬂk day, received over 20,060 shells. . :

Sweeps agaiast civilians, villages and haﬂ!ck .

In t‘xe perxm under review (January, 185%-June, 1971)
U.S.-Saigon and satellite troops mounted over 50,680
moppm"-w) operations of battalicn size upwards through-
out South Vy*tna m, blotted out more than one-fourth of
the total of hamletsin the Sc:m, nm nerpolvatzd hundreds
of new Son My-type massacres, many of w !'uch‘ bad beea
disclosed by GI's'themselves.

..In {he two pravinces of Quang Tri df‘d "hua Thien,
our OL 670 hemlets, nearly $00 were xcvellcd. .
In Quarg Da wrovince, till late 1670, out of 441 hamlets,

- GIARDEEHOE01RY0E mﬁf”e (5

40,00 inhabitants, 'was rozed, to the ground. ke sur-
roundinegs of Na Naeg 25 qiloe Ynneg he 10015 miiles wide

e o
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“pragmatic
singer’s view: “We don’t make foreign pohcy .

le:y
‘machinery oft RQBQM&Q

K SSINGIR

'S APPARAT

Awtop Washington®s complex foreign affairs
bureaucracy sits the National Security Coun-
cil, a 24-ycar-old body given new status in
1969, when President Nixon moved to make
it a kind of command and control center for
his foreign policy. The new Nixon NsC sys-
tem, tun from the White House by Henry A.
Kissinger, has now existed for nearly three
years, producing 138 numbered study memo-
randa, rcaching 127 formal decisions, and
employing a permanent staff of about 120

-personnel (more thai double the pre-Nixon

figure). Though the substance of its opera-
tions are necessarily secret, interviews with
officials permit tentative cvmmtlon of the
strcncrths and weaknesses of the Kissinger
nsc. There is bload agrecinent on th fo How—
ing seven points: | .

—The nsc has served President Nixon
more or less as he desived, that is, in the
ordered style of formal answers to detailed
questionnaires. The volume-of this paperwork
has at times been staggering, but it has
sharpened foaus on the Stal(.h for policy
choices.

—The answers
“coming up through the Nsc” have produced

few panaceas, but have contributed greater
coherence of outlook in foreign affairs man-

nsc recommendations are more
than academic, reflecting Kis-

agement.

by logical syllogism.”
—Explicit insistence on the ”limitcd"

‘nature of U.S. power and the need for
--greater restraint
about its exercisc have been reinforced at the

and cautious deliberation

highest level by Nixon’s habit of withdrawing

to make final decisions in solitude and of

frequently deciding on no-action rather than

accepting advice to initiate new action.

—By bunﬂ close to the President and keep-

“ing his fingers on all aspects of the NsC

process personally, Kissinger without question
is the prime mover in the Nse system. The
question arises whether the nsc would fune-
tion as effectively without Kissinger, and
whether it can bequeath a heritave of .accom-
plishment to be absorbed

—Sccretary of State William P. Rogers

Approved' For Release 2000/05/14 1 AxRBP§9-07 /1RO

_policy position is preferred by his State
i Department; but he side-steps the nsc on
“occasion to carry his demurrer, dissent or
Calternate position to the President privately.

"less personally involved in the nsc process
£ Yy p )

and alternatives for action,

STATINTL
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opcrntcs within the msc system and also
utilizes it as. a forum to establish whatever

—Defense Sccretary Melvin R. Laird is

having apparent indifference to what he
believes is unnecessary Nsc paperwork, which
he leaves to his deputy, David Packard.
Laird’s main day-to-day operational preoccu-
pation is with the exit of U.S. forces from
Vietnam. His International Sccurity Affairs
Bureau in the Pentagon performs pootly by
Washington bureaucratic standards.
—The influence on forejen policy of the
military, including the Joint Chiefs of Staff, .
who are usually represented in the ns¢ proe-
ess, s at the lowest point in several years.
This has been attributed to the anticlimactic
winding-down atmosphere of the Vla.unm . .
war, and to the fact that the Chiefs’ once die-
hard views and abstract argumentation on
strategic nuclear superiority over the Soviet
Union have been successfully emulsified into
the \II\OD‘I\I\::IH”L_I‘ basic principles for sarT
negotiations. with Russia. Kissinger has com-
mented: “Ine my experience with thc military,
they are more likely to accept decisions they
do not like than any other group.” . :
From time to time, gears have clashed
within the system. The State Department has
complained biteerly of the “Procrustean bed”
fashioned by the Kissinger staff. Mecting
excrssive White House demands, buveaucrats
allege, robs State and Defense of nnnpowu ‘ o )

hours needed for chy«to day op\_mtlons Aftcr
his first year; Kissinger conceded: “Making
foreign policy is easy; what is diflicult is its
coordination and implementation,”

White House wnsc staffers, on the other
hand, exubetant at their top-dog status, ex-.
piess a degree of condescension for the work
of the traditional departments. In 1969 Kis-,
singer staflers rated State-chaired studies and
recommendations only - “50 to 70 percent
acceptable” and based on' mediocre reporting
which failed to sift wheat from chaff in the
political cables constantly arriving from 117
U.S. ¢mbassies overseas. The Kissinger staff
say that they.have to hammer out the real
choices on the hard issucs, since a cynical and
sometimes bored burcaucracy offers up too ' .

*Réisase 20Bl08/18: CliSROBA b1 Kodbs00150001-2
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By Richard E. Ward

- gimilar c’ma was unavai
"~ Pentagon pajners—there is sufficient evidence to conclude

“placed the &

Thai revolutionar

“circles,

NATTOUMAT, GUARDIAN
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- Despile appcarancas,
“Fhailand will mean more bloodshed in Indochina—if the

the recent bloodless coup in -

tU.S. has its way, With the most reactionary elements of -

iThailand now in corpiete power, Washi 1aton hopes that
dt will have a firm rear base for contmmrr7 its melaly
effort in-Indochina, - .
. It looked like a typ}
‘among Thalland’s pLo -American lc“(.crs-ﬂ ‘hen Prime
Ainister and Field Marshall Thanon Kittikachorn an-
nounced on Nov. 17 the abolition of parliament and the
constitulion which had bzen in effect for less than three
years, ) ‘ .

In (ryir« to justify thc cou“ Thanon claimed that
Thailand was confronted by a number of threats and
mtcr'ml confusion—pariiamentary opposition to the bud-
get, pressures from within the government for explering
-possible relations with China and growing “lawlessness,”
an apparent rmcnnc» to revolutlonary activity led by
the Patr iotic Front of Thailand.

. But “Lkis langitage was vazue,”” observed Iver Pc‘crsow
gn’ the Nov, 20 NY. ']r‘le referring to Thanon’s
remarks made the. day before to the press. No wonder,

ical

- For Thanon made no reference to problems in U.S.~Thai

relations “or the U.S. crisis in Indochina “in which
Thailand is zlso deeply implicated. These elements are at
the heart of the matter,” a complex story wnosc full
details are. not yeu availa ole . .

Pro- U.L.. gizrents stre
Althomn some of these
vailable before publication of the

d and supported the coup which
-U.S, uemcms at the h: ad of

“r'isﬂlﬂ'hu.l ves involve
nost fasci S‘, DIo
the government in Banghok,
These Cerle primarily corrupt military clueft“ms
are those who have proven their faithfulness to the Thai
alliance wxm /as} ington, one
and eccnomic interests first, regardiess of Thai natxonul
nntexests ) ' " R
¢ long- stanomo U.S. s Mtegic design in Thailand is

ixfe of the country as a base for aggression against the
- peoples of Indochina
U.S. power near China, As is well known, most of the

‘bombing raids over
boses in Thailand ard thesc bases now have increased

‘and also a forward proicction of

Indechina have originated from U.S.
powzr becomes the chief means

var in Indochina, Also,
of using Asians to fight

importance as U.S, air
of attempting to prolong the
under the “Nixon doctrine”

Asians, Thailand has become a major source of troops
: for assisting the pro-U.S. elements in Laos.

Washington clearly rezarded it especially important to
sccure its position in Thailand in.the face of a growing
movément and op DOSlthl’l to’ the
pro-U.S. posture of the, government thnin Thai ruling
The latter took the form of parliamentary

opposition to
timid steps toward gnining a more independent role for

Thailand outside of the U.S. orbit. In particular, Foreign

~Minister Thenat Khoran had been increasingly out-

o For Roleasei2000/05/ 15 CIA-RDPE46 01 ROGdBOY 58001

spoken in f'A P]‘O‘VE
Thanat, who had enj oye.d a long tenure in office, was

_one of the chief ’llm icaders ehmxmted from powsr in

+her esr1torTh

letails are lacking—just as’

that places U.S. strategic

emphasis on military spénding and some *

- first

/al ? f[f?
Thus, the conclusion is mcscmablc that Waslungton
of all, wantéd to preserve its Thai bastion for
m'l'ntammv U.S. military intervention in Indochina and,

"looking toward the day whe -
military coup— {nternal rivalry | e t 2y when this may become unten

L
/l it
L.

i
[
i

——

able, the U.S. is trying to insurc it will be able to draw a
new line at the Thai border to hold back the rwolutlon-

ary tide in Southeast Asia,

Thailand definitively entered the 7J. S. orbit fo;lowmr'_

the victory of the Chinese revolution in 1949, when the
U.S. began acting more emr“cxl""lly against indigenous
revo l'mo'mry movements under the pretense of me eting
a threat from China, Marshall }’xpul Songgram who
served as the J'ip_mese puppzt leader during World War 11
and resumed control with U.S. backing in a postwar
coup, signed mmhry anc economic agreements vith the
U.S. in 1950 and 1951 , formalizing Thai deper:dencc on
Weshinston, . ' e
During the 1950s, U.S, military and economic md
supeivised by American advn.ors ” was dirccted towmd
dvvelnﬂinﬁ a large Thal army capable of repressing
popuincr oppositio .1 raovements, Initiaily, Tha1 revoiu-
tionary a.m dmxocrauc elements attempted to work
legaliy, ‘they were outlawed. in 1952, After futile
efforts 'to cont": e quasi-legal "cc'my, which. was ract
by Aarmed represtion, rc'.'c.luo.n..ry elements in 1965
formed the Peiriotic Front of Thajland to lead 2 poli‘-;icai
and military siruggic for national liberatiorn.
. Thailand today has armed forces of 100,000, para-
military police forces of 80,000 2nd other counter-
revolution clemszats, including a villaee defense corps of
loca! militia, Admmvd U.S. assistance to Thailand is
-more than $149 million in the current-fiscal year, with
‘the preponderate amount financing military and.repres-
sive activitics. It is no ccincidence that the “strong
man,” behind Thenon Kittakachorn, according tor th
American press, {s Praphas Cherusathien, commander-in-
chief of the army 'mc’ interior minister in the former
governiment, the two k y positions for chrccuna the
military and police repression: no
R

cf_v:\q

Perliamant saen s areat

’ en’ Praphas in Septomber issued a bunt w
that there might- be no future elections after
govcrnmcnt candidate of the United Thai Peopie’s party
came in a dismal third in a parhanmt ry by-election,
The UTPP held only a minority in.parliament \despite
efforts to carclfully control elections. The parliamentary
opposition, while relatively timid, was a thorn in the

1E ng
pro-

d
a

government’s side; men‘oers of parliament wanted more’

economic plums for their constituencies, a thrnat to
rising military bodeets.

The short-lived parliamentary c*qcrlm"nt coincided
with a developing economic crisis. Thailand, or rather a
very narrow ruling circle, reaped conszdcrab!e profits.
from the Thai alliance with the U.S, To support thz air
war i Indochina, the U.S. had constructed a network of
air bases in Thailand costing more than $500 million, At

nently stationed in Thailand (about 35,000 remain

.
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Wit the Pentagon Censored

. Publication of the Pentagon Papers’
news-

by scveral promincnt  daily
papers last June confirmed the general
suspicion that the Government’s sccur-
jty classification system serves as much
to protect political leaders from embar-
rassing public scrutiny as to preserve
genuine military sccrets.

Now the publication of the Penta-

. gon's own censored version of the Pen-

tagon Papers demonstrates that the

~system is not only abusive of the dem-

ocratic process but self-deluding as
well

"I'he Pentagon rushed into print with
its “sanitized” version of the Papers

~when it became known that Beacon

Press was about to publish the original,
classified version of the’ papers—as
made available by Scnator. Mike

Gravel, Alaska Democrat. -

The Pentagon's motives were un-

“clear, but the effcct was to reveal what

it considers to be. the ‘most sensitive
portions of the original document, a
development of interest not only to
the American public but also to any
poteatially hostile foreign power.,
Much of what the Pentagon cen-
sored had alricady appeared in The
New York Times, The Washington
Post, the Chicago Sun-Times, and
other newspapers. The rest of what
was deleted was immediately apparent
to those rcporters who possessed the
original papers and should now ' be
evident to any forcign intelligence ser-

‘vice which takes the time to put the

Pentagon version and the Beacon Press

.version side by side.

An analysis of what the Pentagon
deleted shows that the Government is

- still anxious to conceal the role of the

United States in several crucial aspects
of the Vietnam involvement: how the
first U.S. combat troops were sent to
Vietnam, how plans werc drawn up
to use nuclear weapons against China,
how the sccret war-in Laos has been

/ waged, how the CIA conducted exten-

TIE FROGRESSIVE

sive covert operations in North Viet-

nam, and how U.S. officials plotted
the overthrow of South Vietnam Pres-
ident Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963,

Other delctions were more predict-
able, largely the record of diplomatic
dealings with the Soviet Union, the
Western Buropean powers, and scveral
“Fhird World” countrics.

The most incxplicable deletions deal

“with the Diem coup. The IPentagon
censors obviously failed to get the word

from their Commander-in-Chief, Pres-
ident Nixon, who admitted openly at a
White House press conference Scptem-

“ber 16 that “the way we got into Viet-
‘nam was through overthrowing Diem

and the complicity in the murder of
Diem.” P

Yet the Pentagon censors snipped
out page after page of narrative detail-
ing the intimate «involvement of U.S.
Embassy officials in the sordid mancu-
vering, that led te Diem's fall. A possi-
ble explanation, in current political
terms, is that the delctions contain sev-
cral citations of U.S. hostility toward
General Duong Van (Big) Minh.
Minh sought briefly this year to mount
a campaign against President Nguyen
Van Thicu but backed out, charging
that Thieu had figged the elections
with tacit U.S. approval.

The deletions covering the dispatch
of the first combat troops to Victnam
in 1965 amount to more than six pages.
Apparently they were made to obscure
indications that the troops were con-
ceived from the beginning as the van-
guard of 2" major offensive buildup, not
the small, dcfensive, and support force
they were depicted as being at the

- time. In the original version, the Pen-

tagont historians concluded that the
evidence pointed “in support of the
phased build-up proposition.” )
The deletions about nuclear weap-
ons includc a devastatingly matter-of-
fact comment by Sccretary of State

Dean Rusk in 1964 that nuclear weap-:

ons would be used i Communist
China entered the Vietnam war. -

OIAITINIL

“If escalation brought about major
Chinese attack,” Rusk is paraphrased
by the Pentagon Papers historian as
declaring, “it would involve use of
nuclear arms, Many {ree world leaders
would oppose this. Chiang Kai-shek
had told him [Rusk] fervently he
did, and so did U Thant. Many Asians
scemed to sce an element of racial dis-
crimination in usc of nuclear weapons;
soincthing we would do to Asians but
rot to Westerners, . . One must use the
- wee onc had; if Chinese used masses
i “aunanity, we would use superior
(hicepower” _ .
i On the eve of President Nixon's trip
'to Pckihg the -Pentagon censors obvi-
~ously thought it best to leave such
blatant “Yecllow Perilism” on the cut-
!ting room floor. But unless China’s se-
curity officials arc as obtuse as ours,
-it is likely that Rusk’s remarks are al-
_rcady part of their bricfing book for
the Presidential visit to Peking.

L Tyionas Ross)and _
‘ . - Morron KONDRACKE

(Mr. Ross and AMr. Kondracke are
Washington correspondents for the Chi-
cago Sun-Times.)

- - A
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' space - continuously, sometimes

sure on pro-government forces.
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By D. E. Reﬁ} : o

Snecial te The Waghington Post .

VIE‘\I?IA’\II‘4-NI01L11 Vietna- |
mese Mig-17 fighter bombers
have been playing a month-|
Joxxg game of cat and mouse
with  U.S. fighter bombers
over northern and central Lao-
tian, provinces to harass and
provoke American  aircraft,
highly reliable American
sources here ‘say.

The yussian-built  Mig-17s,
descnb.d as obsolete and no
inatch for U.S. plancs. have
been penelrating Laotian air

‘lwice daily, in the past month,
ﬂymff in weslward arcs into
horthern Laos from -1Hanoi and
Vinh, 160 miles 1o the south,
then streaking back to.the op-
posﬁe airfield from departure.
No shooting incidents have
been reported. :
L Reportedly flying atl a low
al‘utude to aveid radar track-
ing, the North Viclnamese

~warplanes have peneirated as.

far westward as Ddloung Soui,
110 miles north of here, to
guar d the northwest appxoacn-

es to .the Pldin of Jars

where Pathet Lao and North
Vielnamese gunners have re-
cently begun mounting pres

- North Vletnameso planes
have made similar rans at iny
frequent intervals in the past
‘but never, reportedly, for such

‘iradar and radio serveillance,

a lengthy period.
Presence - of the enemy an‘-%
craft over Laos “on a numbcx
of occasions in recent days”
is confirmed by U.S. embassy
spokesmen in Vientiane.
The last public almounce
ment of North Vietnarnese
jets over Laos came t‘mce
weeks ago from Gen. Thong-
panh I{noks}, Lao military
spokesman, when he. reported
Migs over Xieng Khoang Prov-

ne l
noADBtaved Fbrﬁ;l?e‘leasecz@wmem 5““@IR“RDP80 01601R000600150001 -2

[enemy ancraft in L.aotian air-

side of the Plain of Jars.

*U.S. dnli Ldotrﬂn 'mmaft Ilv
ing in Laos have been warned
of such pemtrahon at least ;

ment. .
Pointing out ‘that informa-

?; ~ | 175-.;

- STATINTL

space arc crealing a morale,
problem among, U.S. C]Vﬂldll
ipilots flying for Alr America

i once daily since thc announce- lend Continental Air Service,

}and for Lazotian forces - in!
| northern Liaos, reliable sources

tion upon Mnch to hase alerts .; say.

and the alerts themselves, |
originate with U.S. Air Force

sources say, “Either someone
is lying about alerts for a rea-
son, or informalion “just fis
not being circulated in the
mission here.”

The sources say that repeat-
ed attempts by U.S. .jets to
{rap {he Migs over northern
L.z may account for the long
delay in public announcement
by the U.S. mission. The
sources say that despite re-
peated attempts at intercep-
tion, however, no contact has
been made.

Enemy penetration alerts in
Laos originate from an Alr
Force C-130 Hercules, code-
named “Cricket,” that is con-
stantly flying over northern
Laos (another is in southein
Laos, the sources say) and
monitoring radio . traffic,

“Cricket” is the command
cenfer for air operations over

| Pilots say there is mountmg

speculation that one of the
Migs may eventually atiack an
unarmed and lumbering cargo
plane or one of the many civil
helicopters  plying  Laotian
skies. -

Sources also say thal failure
to announce alerts leaves the

under which e¢ivil planes fly
A reliable source in Laos re-

shotl down recently by a Mig
in southern Laos west of the
Ho Chi Miuh Trail, a report

they cannot subslantiale nor
deny.

Army commanders in the
Plain of Jars area of northern
Laos are reported fo-have ex-
pressed some concern over the
possibility of air atiack on
their  positions, particularly;
the,six fire support bases on
and about the plain.

Laos and monitors North Viet-!
namese as well as otheor fre-

quencies, jssulng a general
varning to U.S. aireraff in the
area when penetration is sus-
pected or known,

«Cricket can hear them call
oul their course as they lift
off Hanoi or Vinh,” American
sources say.

Upon receipt of an. elert 'xll
eivilian sireraft and nondight-
er government plenes imiedi-

Recenl visitors to the fire-
bases and bases north of the
plain note there would be
little profection from air at-
tack. '
_ Aviation sources do say,
however, that flying under
these cirecumstances is about
as safe as is possible cousider- |
Ing that 1t is & war zcme

T et i

ately vacate, the sources say,

flying clsewhere as low and

as fast as possible while U.8!

«fast mover,” as Jets e
known by the military, move
into the penetrated area to in-

public.unawsare of the hazards -
in Liaos, e

ports that a helicopler was

mission spokesmen here say|
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I'he CIA Show
- Heads of the world's sceret sarvices
- are advised to tune in to Granada's
World In Ac{‘;{;{t toniaht if they
want to see Who's Who in the . i
Central Intcllicence Agency.  Of ’ STATINTL
_a group of about cight who will be : :
shown, enly one--Richard HHelms, /
the CIA's director—is publicly
kinown. . -
¢ The programme deals with the +
tole of the CIA in Laos auad
Stephen Clarke, the, c¢o-producer,
wanted a ‘picture of the man who’
- dirccts their operations there, This
is ot casy. as Clacke and his tcam
found out when they unsuccessfully . .
“tried to film him in Laos, On onc
- occasion their camera was smashed
“when a CIA helicopter flew straight
cat them. -
Eventually Clarke tuened 1o a
CIA “defector ™ whom he had met”
in Washington and’ who happily ) .
obliged with a picture of the top )
brass tound a dinner table. o

K
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By MARGOT LYON

I PARIS — “It's like a Shakespeare

play,” said a leading Frenchman this
‘week. “It's an infernal cauldron where
ambitions, grudges, big money and
blackmail are all simmering — an ex-
plosive mixture that will probably
spare nobody when it boils over, as it
must.”

He was talking of the latest revela- :

tions in the scandal that links French
rounter-espionage services with the $12
raillion sale of heroin in the United
Stales. '

The story began last April when
French agriculturist and one-time spy
Roger Delouctte was arrested in New
Jersey as he went to claim a Volkswag-
en minibus in which 96 pounds of herc-
in were hidden. He told American au-
thorities that the man behind the smug-

., gling attempt was a Colonel Fournier —

later said to be Paul Ferrer — a high-
ranking officer of the Service de Docu-

mentation Exterieure et Contre- -Espio-

nage or SDECE, roughly the French
equwalent of the CIA.

Action Urged

New Jersey attorney Herbert Stern
has been demanding that Fournicr-Fer-
rer come and defend himself against
the charges, but since last April nothing
has moved, except for a visit to Paris
from Mr. Stern himself earlier this

“month, when he saw the director of

the cabinet of the Interior Minister,
Raymond Marcellin, in the presence
of U.S. Ambassador Watson and
other  officials.  The ambassador
-seemingly tried to smooth the rough
‘edges of a somewhat stormy meeting,
.but as one of the participants said later,
-“Dr, Watson did not manage to soothe
Sherlock Holmes.”

' Last February Minister Marcellin

signed a cooperation pact on dope-hunt- .-

Lit_:,g_ with Attorney General John Mitch-

“ell and it looks as if Wathngton does
not wish to sacrifice the restored coop- -

eration belween the two for the skin of

-@ crook. But Attorney Stern is seento

be in a hurry to build his own political

career, and iz impatient with the slow .-

and excecdingly formalistic style of

-French justice.

In turn the French criticize him for
keeping their official from contact with
Delouette. Mr. Stern says that De-
louette’s lawyer will only allow him to
meet with them after Delouette himsel

has been granted immunity — along - cqlonels take the line that no serious -

Jong way from French traditions of ju-
dicial procedure.

With little understanding of each oth-
er’s methods, legally what is going on
is a dialogue of the deaf.

@tt@r IFo@nos H“fiw
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BUT THE FRENCH public sat up-

and paid attention last weekend when
Colonel Roger Barberot, a gaullist for-
mer ambassador, a well known busi-

nessman, and very probably an ex-spy .
‘himself, revealed in a radio interview

that the entire affair had probably less
to do with international drug traffic
than with East-West spying.

Before D¢ Gaulle returned to power,
he said, the French intelligence service
had virtually become a subsidiary of
the CIA. But after 1958 De Gaulle re-
stored its independence. Later in his

‘term of office he oriented it toward

counter-espionage against the United
States.

Two years age when President Pom-
pidou teok over, he ordered the service
changed back to its former task of

" spying on Communist activities, By that

time it contained so many anti-Ameri-
can agenis that according to Colonel
Barberot, when new broom Alexandre
de Marenches began his clean-up, he
found he had to {ire all the top brass.
Since then SDECE (pronounced
Zdek) agents have used their inside

‘knowledge. to settle scores with.new-

T SRR

—

~comers, old-timers and any other de'

tion they disliked. The former head of :

.- the Research Service of the Zdek, said !

Barberot, was himself fired on suspi-
cion of ~working closely with Com-
munist agents.

EARLY THIS WEEK the man in :
question, a Colone] Beaumont alias Ber- ‘
trand, while admitting the whole serv- |

ice was infested with factional rivalries, |

sued Barberot for one million {rancs for .

slander. Said Barberot: “I didn't make

my statement lightly.”” However, both

link exists between the Zdek and drugs,

- but that rivals clumsily placed the hero-

in in the minibus knowing that De-

louette would implicate anybody to get @

himself off the hook.
However, the staunchest defenders
of France have been pushing the line

that a link indeed exists between spy- |

ing and drugs—only it concerns the
CIA and not French intelligence.
Everybody knows, say these hard-
liners, that the (JA manipulates the
selling of Laotian opiurn because it is

niore than a source of profit, it is a -
tactical necessity. So the CIA has used -

the existing networks to wipe out politi-
cal adversaries — which in that part of
the world were French, France having
retained a good deal of her influence
since Laos and the rest formed part of
the French Empire.

A Hidden War

Since General de Gaulle’s anti- |

—

.

American speech at Phrom Penh in |
1966, a hidden but merciless war has -

gone on — and the Delouette case is
only one aspect of a French-American
scttlement.
emerged the winner, say the gaullists,

Nobody would know who |

if President Nixon had not recently de- -

manded a reorganization of the CIA for

. misleading him — especially on Laonan

- and_ Cambodian affairs.
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L AFFAIRE FOURNIER

2

- . , ? ' “
Ceux gui sortent de I'ombre

Paris, mardi, 12 h 45, Vétu d'un
pardessus gris anthracite, une écharpe
autour du cou, un homme dune cin-
quantaine d’années, d’'unc bonne cor-
pulence, sort du cabinet du juge d'ins-

truction Roussel, au Palais de Justice.

Il a un mouvement de recul en aper-
ccevant un photographe de L'Express,
Philippe Morel, posté I3 avec un repor-
ter d’Europe I, Pierre Doughs Les
deux ]oumahstcs le suivent jusqu'a la
grille du Palais et I'abordent dés qu'il
franchit P'enccinte, L'homme léve un
sourcil broussailleux et dit d'une voix
grave, trés posée : « Je nc suis pas celui
que vous -croyez. » Le photographe a
braqué son appareil et prend des cli-
chés. « Vous n'avez pas le droit... Don-
ncz-moi votre pellicule, » L’homme
héle I'agent en faction, ¢ui appelle un
« panier & salade » et conduit le trio

_au vicux commissariat des Halles.

« Comprenez-moi, dit 'homme, je
fais de I'information, moi aussi, comme
vous. Mais nies fonctions, comme ma
personnalité, sont couverles par le
secret de Défense nationale. Si j'avais
P'autorisation de paraitre ¢t de parler,
c’est avee plaisir que je le ferais, puis-
que je suis mis en cause Dpar des décla-
rations aberrantes, Mais je ne m’appar-
ticns. pas. »

* Sur une copie. La pellicule est sai-
sic par le commissaire, & la demande

~de la Cour de sireté de I'Etat, Elle a

imprcssionné le visage d'un homme
tenu & I'anonymat, mais dont le pscu-
donyme et la profession défraient la
chronique mondiale depuis Pavant-
veilie: le < colonel Paul Fournier »,

(En couverture cette semaine) -

adjoint & la direction du Scrvice de
documentation extéricure et de contre-
espionnage (Sdece, prononcez Zdek).
Escamoté du commissariat par une
mystérieusc ambulance
1296 LV 75, il vient de déposcr, pres
de cinq heurcs durant, devant le juge
d'instruction Roussel, dans une affaire
de trafic de drogue dont la justice amé-
ricaine l'accuse d'étre Porganisateur,
Au méme moment, un de ses « hono-
rables correspondants », M. Roger
Delouette, comparait devant le tribu-
nal fédéral de Newark (New Jersey).
Grand, élancé, cheveux doirs bicen
ramenés sur la nuque, ne paraissant
pas scs 48 ans, il a, en plus jeune, un
faux air de Ray Milland dans « Love
Story », 11 suit, Sur unc copic, la lec-
ture de l'acte d'accusation faite par
le juge Frederick Lacey: « Vous avez
plaidé coupable d’avoir conspiré avec
le colonel Fournier en vue. de Pache-
minement d’héroine de France vers les

Etats - Unis. Connaissez - vous  Paul
Fournier, des services de contre-
espionnapge frangais, Sdcte? B
— Qui,
—- Etiez-vous un agent du Sdcce?
— Oui, - . .

— Dcpurs quand 7
= Yai é1¢ recruté en 1968, Jal
commencé & opfrer en 1969,

-~ Avec qui deviez-vous vous mettre

en rapport aux Fiats-Unis?

— Je devais avoir un contact au
consulat de France 3 New York. » (Ce
contact scrait M. Harold Mac Nab, chef
du poste -Sdece.)

Le juge donne .alors lecture “des

“son .arrestation,

immatriculée .

Un «incorruptible »

M. Herbert ). Stern, l'accusateur de
M. Paul Fournier, est un jeune procureur
de 35 ans qui s'est fait une réputation
d'« incorruptible ». Il a passé la plus
grande partic de sa vie dans le New
lersey et & New York. Aprés des études
& PEcole de droit de Puniversité de Chi-
cago, grice & une bourse de la Fonda-
tion Ford, il est nommé en 1961 assis-
tant du procurcur du comté de New York.
En 1964 et en 1565, toujours dans ce

“méme comtd, il est affectd au bureau des

~homicides, ol Il a ét6 chargé de lins-
itruction sur I'assassinat “du leader nolr
Malcolm X. I obtient l'arrestation des trols
coupables

A la fin de 1965, il est nommé au minis-
tére de fa Justice & Ia téte de la scction
quo les Américalns appellent «le crime’
‘erganisd ot le racket >, Sa réputation est
. d8jd  puffisamment établic pour qu'en

de diriger un « grand jury » afin d'enqué-
ter sur la corruption qul régne dans la
ville de Newark (New ‘Jersey). Auprés du
procureur fédéral de cet Etat, M. Fre-
derick B, Lacey, qui est aujourd’hui devenu
juge, il entreprend, en septembre 1969,

unc enquéie retentissante sur les activi- -

tés de la Mafia 4 Newark. It parvient &
établir que l'organisation secréto a & son
sorvice le maire de Newark, trois des
neuf  conscillers  municipaux, quatre
anciens conseillers municipaux, et d'in-
nombrables” policiers, Dans . cette v1lle.
proche de New York, qui est en majo-
rité noire, la Mafia contréle tout. M. Stern
parvient & y foire condamner les coupa-
bles, y compris le maire, M, Hugh Addo-
nlzio, Aux élections suwantcs, un  Noir

est élu maire.

Au dbébut de l'ennde 1971, M. Stern
est nomund procureur fédéral pour le Nevr

STATINTL

déclarations faites par Paccusé depuis
le 5 avril, par le scr-
vice des douancs du New Jersey, Ce
jour-ld, une jeune inspectrice, miss
Lynn Pelieticr, 22 ans, avait cu bien
du flair en procédant 3 la fouille d’'un
minicar Volkswagen, débarqué sur un
quai de Port Elizabeth du cargo
« Atlantic Cognac », en provenance
du Havre, et dont le propriétaire, -
M. Delouette, était arrivé la veille &
New York par le vol 803 de la T.ow.a,

Sous le plancher. « Un petit qucl-
que chose m'a mis la puce & l'orcille »,
dira plus tard Ila jeune femme. En
démontant le réservoir d'cau en plas-
tique sous le lavabo de la caravane,
elle a trouvé quinze sacs remplis de
poudre blanche, quatre-vingt-six autres
sous le plancher : au total, 43 kg 778
d’héroine pure, estimée & 2,750 mil-
lions au prix colitant et- en valant 66
2 la revente clandestine au détail.

Le Frangais est aussitét appréhendé
sur le quai du port-et interrogé par lcs
enquéteurs des douancs. « Je n’y com-
prends rien. Je ne sais pas cc que
c¢'est que ¢a.» L’interrogatoire va
durer trenfc heures, Commencé 3 la
douane de Port Elizabeth, il va se pour-
suivre & 'hdtel Sheraton de New York,
oli une souricidre est tendue dans la
charabre que M., Dclouctte a réscr-
vée. Jaloux de Furs prérogatives, les
douaniers se contentent de prévenir le
Narcotic Bureau de leur exploit. Les
policiers alertent & leur tour antennc
de I'Office frangais des  stupéfiants,
tenue par le commissaire Daniel Hart-
wig ct par Pofficier de police Claude
Chaminadas. Le protocole de coopéra-
tion franco-américain ne s'étend pas,
en cffet, aux douanes. M, Chamlmdas
est, ccpcndant autorisé A assister & un
bout d’interrogatoire. Sans intérét.

Le Iendemain matin, 6 avril, le télé-
phone sonne dans la chambre od
M. Dclouette a passé Ia nuit avec un
douanicr, La communication, qui est
enregistrée, vient de Paris, Au bout du
fil, une voix de femme,

« Il est arrivé un pépin & la voi-
ture », dit M, Declouctte, qui raccroche
en soupxrdnt Le commissaire Hartwig
est invité & entendre ]cnrcglstremcnt
puis la suite de linterrogatoire, qui

-prend alors un ton nouveau, Aprés le

coup de téléphone, M. Delouctte
commence & se confesser: « Je suis
du Sdece et j'ai agi sur ordre de mon
supfricur. » M. Hart\wg assiste au
début de la confession, qui ne donnera
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By Peter A Jay’

Washln ton Post Foreign Service

"BANGEOX, Nov. 25—
Thailand’s Communist insur-
gents, one American official

Jhere likes to say, are like

“ imice “operating between the
hooves of the govermment
celephant.”

It’s not a bad simile. The
Thai government is very
concerned about the mice,
who began {o appear nearly

_ seven years ago and have
become increasingly trouble-
-some, and it is squashing
them as fast as it can. But
they show no signs of going
away.

By the standards of Viet-
nam, the guerrilla threat to
'J.‘hailand is minimal., Ac-
cording to the gZovernment's
best estimates, there are
only about 5000 armed in-
surgents in the country---
though for each man with a
rifle there may be as many

“as 10 unarmed but active
supparters of the movement.

This number has not
grown appreciably since the
clandestine Communist
Parly of Thailand decided in
1964 to switch {from simple
political activity to armed.

struggle—but the gucrrillas

Care now much better armed,
{rained and organized.
~ According to the official
Thai reports, the combined
number of terrorvist incidents
and assassinations has risen
steadily from 300 in 1966 to
1,100 last year. In the first
seven months of 1971 there
were 900 such incidents.

+ Villagedeyel organization
by the guerrillas continues,
despite - new  govermment
prograins to stop it. In one
area of northeast Thailand
alone, -an estimated 209 vil-
lages are estimated to be
effeetively under Commu-
pist control. '

" When. there Is viclence---
‘ambushes, - assassinalion of
government officials, at-
tacks on isolated police out-
posts—it is often carried out
with speed and precision.

“That was a real pro job,”
an American counterinsur-
gency specialist said not
long ago of an ambush in
northeast Thailand that cost.
the "lives of several govern-
ment soldxexs

41,
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Generally speaking, Thal-
Iand has not one hut several,
different inswgencies.
Those of most concern to
ihe government are in the
porth and northeast.

The northeast is a dry,
flat, poor area, dotted here
and there WJLh the large
American-built airbases,
from which™ bombing mis
sions throughout Southeast
Asia are flown, and it is
here that Communist politi
cal organization has been
most successful.

The insurgent Thal Peo-
vles Liberation  Armed
Forces that operate in this
area and base in the Phu
Phan, mountain arca necar
the Nakron Phanom airbase
have begun fo establish a
true village infrastructure,
government sources  say.
The guexuhx have an esti-

mated armeci. strength of
1,500.
In fer north, the moun-

{ainous jungled arm of Thai-
land that rcaches toward
China Dbelween laos and
Burma, the <1tuat10n is dif-
ferent.

About 2,000 Meo {ribes-

men—ethnically the same as |
the tough CIA-trainced guer-

rillas used in Laos to flth:
the Communist Pathet T.ao
-—led by Thai cadre have
staked out highland “liber-
ated areas” in the mnorth
where the governmeni scl-
dom secks to go. -

These units launch hit-
andrun raids on lowland
settlements around Chiang
Mai, and then fade back into
the hills where the royal

Thai army follows only at
its own risk. If pressed too
hard, they can slip across
the boxdels into Laou or
Burma,

. “What have you 'xc,hmved
when you have chased 40
Meo {from one ridgeline to
another?” asked onc official

'J'n Bangkok. “Nothing and it

‘takes a hell of a lot of ef—
fort.”

- In addition to the north»

. ern and northeasteriy insur.

geneies, Thailand has little

corr VT e FITL
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pockets of trouble in back
country areas of the south
and west, N
. Also, in the far south;’s
about 800- Chinese and.’
Malay guerillas are knowil
to base along the borger
with Malaysia—butl they ave
said to be inembers of the
Malaysian Communist Parly
and more concerned with
sprobing across the border to
the south thdn thh '1‘ha1

land.

Thai sources in t‘hc {ive-
year-old Communist Sup-
pression - Operations Corm-
mand, a combined pohce civ-
il-military organiza tion
headed by the respecled
Gen. Siyud Xerdphel, be-
licved that the various in-
surgencies are directed from
Peking--not from Hanol

The Americans, who have
a special counterinsurgency
section manned jointly by
representatives of the em-
bassy, CIA and the rmhtcny,
tend to agree.

“Tp's part of a 1011‘7120111’1
plan aimed al the ultimate
control pf Thai society,” one
source sald “It’s not a spm-
off from the Vielnam war.

Captured Communist
cadre told Thai officials of
{raining in China. Move ré.
cently, thére have been re-
porls of Meo and Thal cuer-
rillas being tr ained by
Chinese instructors along
{he road the Chinese have
been building, for the last
‘several years, dow n through
1.a0s toward Thailand.

The road, which has now
reached to within 30 miles
of the Thai border, has had
Bangkok officials worried
for some time and. has
tended .to dampen enthusi-
asm for diplomalic over-
tures toward Peking. v
" Indeed, last week's “coup:
against wparliament” in
Whlch the military leader-
ship of the country dis-
banded the National As-
sembly, abrogated the con-
stitution and imposed mar-
tial law, was said to be di-
rected in part at checking
public sentiment in favor of
a 1approchement thh Chma

STATINTL

“"American officials here
are seusitive to the insur-
geney, and tend to be an-
noyed by the not uncommon,
suggestion that the Bangkok’
govennnent -overstates the
nature of the cmergency to

-sgqueeze more military ald

out of Washington.

They note that U.S. mili-
tary aid to 7Thailand has
been decreasing  annually’
from a high of $58.3 million
in 1966 to about half that m
1970, T

They also say that Th'us
have responded well to the
threat of the Insurgents.
“Both the insurgency and
the governmenl's pmfoum
ance are .on rising curves,”
one source said, “and the
government’s kccping up.”

Whether it can gain on
the insurgency, however, is
another question. It starts
with certain Dbasic disad-
vantages. ¢

Thailand is a cmmtrv only
slichily smaller than France,
with a hard-to-administer,
largely rural population of
aboul 35 million and-thou-
sands of miles of border.

Of the four couniries with
which it shares borders; two
(Laos and Cambodia) are at
war with Communist forces
and the other two (Malaysia
and Burma) have low-level
guerrilla problems of their
own. i

On the other hand, it is the
only country in Southeast
Asia without a history of
colanial rule.

At the moment, the guer-
rillas are still more of an
annovance than a real
threat. But there is no doubt
that over the long run the
Thais are worried.
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Special tp The Washington Post

V]LNTIAN]&-«PaUlct Lao
North Vietnamese forces in
T.aos have begun their an-
nual dry scason offensive,
informed V.S, sources re-
porf, and have launched,it
from a position of greater
strength than in any past
year. .« - - ;

DMounting mxhtaxy action

in both southern and north--

_son's
“g¢hange of ferritory around

i

ern Laos, including the sea-
first significant ex-

thé southern panhandle
town ‘of Aloung Phalane,
leads sources here to a(fxee
on this asseasment.

An carly start to the an-
nual push, along with the
Communists’ apparent

‘strength in materiel and in-

“dications of ill preparedness

by government and pro-gov-
ernment forces to meet the
offensive are proving worri-

- somie in both Laotian and
American govemment cir-
cles, ’

“I'his .could well be the
season when the Reds estab:.
lish once and for -all their
total dominance of Laos’
‘moyntains,” a knowledge-
able American source said.
“It Jooks like a hell of a-dry
seagon shaping up.” .

The failure of government
forces to roll back Comnmu-
nist advances of last year in
southern Laos
the enemy a decided advan-
tage, sourcas say. The Com-
munist gains were made in
the wake of South Vicinam’s

. operation Lam Son 718, and,

carved a buffer zene from
royalist territory that could
be used as alternate reoutes
for the Ho Chi Minh Trail to

the east if further incur-
istons oceurred R
+“Dperation Lam Son,

. sources say, failed o servi-
cusly slow the movement of
mien and nnll,erml down tne
trail.

Commmnst sweug{h in
southern Laos, the sources
say, remains at a high levell
_of effectiveness, ;

The enemy is now capable
of fully consolidaling its
holdings, retaking the slizht
losses to the - Royal Lao
Army during the wet season

just passed and acguire ad-
ditional tCX(liOl} ,in the
sauth.

‘Gover nmanppno\ted: F

claiya  significant loses of

¥ I3 i H . .
nave  given . iwpjch drains off combat per-
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Commumn forces ope
fensive in southern Y.aos
Muong Phalane, on the

rd

forces velrealed 29

sure in  northern Laos,

.sonnel has left government
forees in a precarious posi-

“tion and most observers are

-pessimistic. Few sources be-
Jieve  Communist  moves
woestward: will penetrate to
the Mekong River, but the
Moung Phalane retreats
scem to indicate that royal-
ist troops in the south are
not in a mood for hattle.
Inecreased Pressuve

In the Plain of Jars area,
100 miles north of Vienti-
ane,
ing under increasing pres-
sure from enemy guns lo-
cated i1 the mountains on
-the eastern rim. Their dry
season pounding of Gen,
Vang Pao's Mco army fire-
bases on the plain has

begun,  though informed
.U.5. sources say ainiing is
-still wide of its targets.

- Vang Pao, who all sources

shied six
fire suppoxt bases on knolls

I"U““’“
. NORTH VE _

Afz Bas

B .};_",Q‘“_’.,ﬂ\,,ﬂr\/
CAL:S

AT T AT

._d the current ary

nites In the sig:
‘last year and mounting pres-

northern Laos is com-.

BORIA

season of-
by faking-the avea around
Beolevens Flateau. Loyalist
sificant
on and around the plainin a
“X mmU zone,”

pward ‘of 10.. battahons
a1e now believed on the
plain in Vang Pao’s force,
including Thai ine“ulms
roanning most ol the. egli-
mated 20 howlt:ieu at the
firebases.

The 1tising cresccndo of
artillery and rocket fire
from encmy gunners on the
higher ground to the east is
an indication that the Com-
munists have “a lot of am-
muaition  to “expend,”
sources say.

The Communist hold on
the higher ground is seen as
worrisome by  qualificd
sources, who ‘nole ii gives
the enemy a decided advan-
tage in firing
Pao’s firebases and intio his

1
batlle,
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gunners and gain the same
adv’mtaffe the encemy now
holds in firing downward,
has turned many qualified
observers into  pessimists
over Vang Pao’s abmt} to
hold the plain.

If he loses it early in the
current Communist offen-
sive, sources warn, he is in’
grave danger of losing his
headquarters at Iong Cheng
and virtually the entire
mountain area of northern
Laos now held by Meo. The
psycholigical blow to Vang
Pao’s Meo army resulling
from Long Cheng’s {all,
scurces say, would irrepara-
bly scatter his command.

However, few observers
believe that if the plain,
were captured by the Com-
munists early in the dry sea-
son, and if they captured
the CIA base at JYong
Cheng, that it would moan
eneiy entry-onto the dle-
kong plain around Vienti-
ane. Thdt most sources con-
,cede; could easily be done
but most believe North Viet- .
namese strategic aims lie
with Pathet Lao controlling

“ the mountain aveas for the

present as a buffer and as a
bargaining pomt in future -
setllernent talks in Laos.
Scattering the Meo army
is a prime objective in novth
Laos, sources believe. Cap-
turing - Long Cheng would
greatly enhance the Commu-
nists’ bargaining position in
Laos, which iz alraady quite
strong, diplamatic sources
say., - . . : )

into . Vang

infaniry operafing ou' tha
open plain out<ide the fire-

bases.

Failure of the Meo to cap--

ture the northeast corner

son,
hwh ground held by enemy
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THE BCONOMIST

Spies get togeiher

"There is one secret fhat the intelligence

fraternity in Washington has not been
able to kecp under cover

: its own lines . .-

‘of communication have become badly -

‘scrambled. In an attempt to get rid of

.the worst discrepancies and overlaps

President Nixon has announcéd a =~

‘reorganisation of the. multiple branches -
“of the secret service under the direction *
of Mr Richard Helms, the present and
-, very able head of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. Mr Helms will now.

head the new United States Intelligence

‘Board and will co-ordinate the activi-

‘ties and the budgets of the various

‘intelligence nefworks—the first time
“that anyonc has had power-to do this.

“The board will be dircetly responsible
to - the National Sccurity Council. At

- the same time two new panels will

be set up within the NSC. One, under
the direction of Mr Ienry Kissinger,
the chief of the council, will analyse
all thé irtelligence reports. (I .the rush
to collect raw facts their interpretation

“ has often been neglected.) The other
" will compare the strength of the Soviet

forces as a whole with those of thg
United States. -~ .

The “tangles within the intelligence
world go back beyond the crisis over
missites in Cuba. On numecrous occa-

- sions the many military spics—the three
" services have their own intelligence net-

works and then the Department of
Defence has still another--have come
up with assessments that differ from

 those -of the civilian agencies such -as

the CTA and the intelligence division

«of the State Department. Although the

CIA has a hawkish image in foreign
eyes, it is generally the military men
who have over-estimated the resources
available to the other side, partly in
an effort to Loost support in Congress
for their own defence budget. Further-
more, relations have been strained
recently between the CIA, which
gathers information from abroad, and
¢he Federal Bureau of Investigation,
which manages surveillance at homes-

This year the confusion has been

more noticeable. than most. The abor-

tive commando raid a year ago to frec
prisoners of war from the deserted
camp at Son Tay in North Vietnam
caused acute embarrassment. Then the
Pentagon papers revealed that there
had carlier been some serious discrepan-
cies between military and civilian

Richiard Helms : master-spy :
information on the war in Vietnam.

And now there is a struggle brewing
reported’

over the extent of, the
build-up of missiles by the Soviet Union
at a time when the' negotiations on

the limitation of strategic arms are

reaching a crucial stage.

Congress, which has always been

suspicious of the secrecy surrounding
‘the intelligence world, has also been
prodding the President. The conserva-
‘tives in the Senate, led; rather surpris-

» -ingly, by Senator Ellender, who used

3

to De the spies’ best friend, want. to
cut the moncy that goes on military
intelligerice ; in the age of expensive
satellite spies about S5 billion a year
is spent on this out of an annual intel-
lizence budget of around $6 bitlion.
The liberals, on the other hand, claim
that Congress has too little control over
the intelligence networks ;'in particular
they fee! that the CTA has too great an
influence on foreign policy. What, they

ask, is the CIA doing in Laos ? Tt will
be no consolation to these critics that
Mr Kissinger will now have greater
“authority over spying. As a presidential
aide he is not responsible to Congress.

STATINTL
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Reviewed by
Bruce Oudes
The reviewcr has written |
extensivély on. Ajrican .of-
fairs a.n-éf. was o meinber of
“the Amarican wmission 1o the’
Congo (Kinshusa) in"1964:65.
“In {his process of adding
~up our flesh and blood as
well as psychological losses”
from our recenf adveniures
_abroad, theve should Le a
. line for the foreign service,
especially the junior ranks.
Talented  polential - candi-
dates have shunned govern-
ment service, and a number
of those on the inside have
resigned outrizht. An enlire
foreign ~service generation
has been depleted by this
self-purge. - :
Some signed petitions and
doemonstrated  before {hey
“quit: others wmade a eplash
of résignation as a question
of principle. Maleolm® Ne-
Connell did neither, '
-~ He  quictly went to a
“Greeld 1sland and wrole in
eloguent fwy a {aut first
novel about how a young
American diplomat and ex-
Freedom Rider, Steve Sher-
man, and his sexually ath-
letic wife spent the last
week: of 1965 iIn the Congo
ducing a matate, the. Swahili
—equivalent of brouhaha.
©And what, pray tell, does
this now ancient Congolese
history have to do with, say,
the U.S. “people-lo-people”
~campaign in Indochina? As
. s Sherman, the disenchanted
\/ FS0, put it {o a CIA pian on
New Year's eve in Albert-
ville, “All you people going
avound the world writing
surrender passes and bomb-
ing the hell out of people
and stufl like that. It's O.X,
as long you say theyre Com-
munists ... Why the hell do
we always have to decide
who gets bombed and who
gels the milk powder?”
-, Sherman is &isg\;sted D &
‘pprove
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MATATA. By Maleoln McConnell,

(Viktag, 380 Dp., §5.95)

only with the superficiulity
of the U.S. contact with the.
Congolese, but with the vapid,

C .- e . ! A 4 . @17
play-cvery-night life he and  hatred. Anyihing less would. CIA - man

Lisa are leading within the
cAmerican cornmunity —a
phenomenon known as em-
bassy incest.

One of the paranoia-indue-
ing fruths of embassy life

oul an I¥BI agent, it is the
ClA secclion thal keeps tabs
on the private lives of &l
Americans, MeConnell dem-
onstrates just whatl a clout
for conformity this lever
can deliver. The spook tells
Sherwan, “You won't get a

abread iz that in posts \\.'j.ﬂp\/

One is almost relieved to
sec Tehimpema's youthful
respect ancd admiration {ov
whites  ewvolve to  adult

have meant MeConnell
pWlled punches. A CIA B2
I saw parked on the apron
at Kamina in 1964 carried
an unfovgetiable reminder,
On the nose of that plang:
Your” anli-Castro Cubans
were flying on behalf of the!
Congo's national air force
was the World War 1T-style
hand-painted name: “Boo-
gic's Bogey.”

The difficully of drawing
a fair conclusion about what,

STATINTL

STATINTL

seaching & coqclu}sion about
the. quality of Ahjerican di-
piomacy he saw. He told the
' “allvabout it:
“Youre all just robots. You
don't have auy human fecl-
ing left . They're just
spics or niggers or siopes to
you. They're something to
f o’ around with, some-
thing to laugh at and plan
‘air strikes against and make
up les wsbout in your
hrorseshit rveports: Tt doesn’t
matter wheie they send you.
W always be the some,
doesn't, matler if it's Cuba,
or Laos or the Cohzo. You

3 s s 4 e o just f sy g P
securily clearance for a pay the US. did in the Congo js Just follow orders.”.

toilet in Red Square when
P through with you.”
“bMatata” is the first novel
to give a slice of what life
was really like for Amori-
cans in the Congo in those
slapdash  days, and MMe-
Comnell's effort is a vivid,
chilling success. The Congo,
now the lepublic of Zaire
was the kind of place where
one set of American officials
used every possible pressure
to keep private Americans
from joining the South Afri-
cau-Rhodesian dominated
merceenary commandos,
while others saw {o the
“meres”’ combat needs in-
cluding jeeps—with AID
friendship decals—to chase
Simba rebels. It wouldn’t do
for Americans {o actually
kill Africans, not even er-
rant ones. .
McConnell, fortunalely,
does not’ limit his perspec-
tive to a one-way view of the
Congo's tragedies, but he
tells at sympathetie counter-
point the only slightly incred--
ible story .of {he quintes-
csential  Congolese, Iicrre-
Marie Tshimpama, a vietim

For RETE5EE 2000/05/

that, according to the usual

yardsticks of intornational
sueecess, outr cowboy. diplo-
macy waorked. The Conzo is
slill whole, the U.S. role and
expenditure there is down
considerably, American in.
fluence remazing. high, and
the government is relatively
stuble, .Joseph Mohutu is
just as much a fat-cat gen-
eral and expert at one-man
clections as Nguyen Van
Thieu, but he and his coun-
try have vreceded in the
Amervican mind back to ibe
travel pages, PR o

Nevertheless, -the Ameri-
can diplomatic brigade that
helped put out the fire is to
a substantial degree still in-
tact. Whenthings got siew in
the Congo, the Siate Depart-
nment transforred Me-
Connell’s boss, Ambassador
‘G. MedMurtrie Godley, back
to Indochina, The gregavi-
ous Godley -look to Laos.a
choice selection of aides in-
cluding biz CIA  siation
chief and his piesent chief
deputy where, to this day,
the “Conge mafia” is slill
doing business, |

However, the protagonist

The eivil rightd collegians
of the,early ’60s didn't inte-
grate easily into the foreign
sérvice, They weren't as in-
dgifferent and caleulating as
the traditionsl mold would
have prefcired, but the
Steve Shermans were in-
tensely aware of what Wash-
ington is now rediscovering:
the buman consequences of
foreign poliey.. BRI

s
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man, . had no difficulty
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By '“AYLOR P}:,“IL}O’\' AU

i S A Smff Co“l;snongenl of mc Pos -Dispateh _
LN WASHINGTON, Nov, 26.
L LTHE BELEAGUERED CONGRESSIONAL minority that has
ffdught to pry loose the Government’s

| expenditures mounted a challenge this week, that though unsuccessful,

{ may malke the objective more

i Although an attempt by Senator Stuart
: Symington (Dem.), Missourd, to liait in-
telhgmce outlays was rcbuffed by the.
" Senate as expacted, an increasing num-
ber of membcrsw- including some of Sy--
mington's opponents—predicted that the’
day wou‘xd come whan Congress was no
longer in the dark on the country’s un-
- dercover activities. :

Povsmxy most significant, the debate
“en Symington’s propo:.al brought out
\] that the seemingly broad war b*mn or-

ganized and financed in Lacs Ly the

Central Intelligence Agency may finally

persuade 00 1Estyhesitant mem-

- bars of Congress to assert themselves
~ more in this “ticklish fisld.

; “THE MOST SUCCINCT applalsal of

. - Symington’s effort came fromn one of
¢ the opponents, Scnator Charles Mathias
Jr." (Rep.), Maryland, who remarked

* moments before the vote that the Mis-
sourian had focused “‘our attgntion on .

¢ attainable,

and undercover en'i“avo"s by tuc armed
forces.
Many observers regard Symmvtons

move as the most determined attempt
yat tn force Congrass to account at least

somewhat
agencies,

Although wacte and duphc(mon in many

for the activities of thess

‘of the intellinence operations were given
as the most obvious reasons for the

jamendment,

the greater intent was to

provide Congress, and the American pub-
dlic, with more insight into both the do-
'mestic and foreign activities of these

ar'encms

HH ISELE as an ea-mp!e Sym-

ington comoncﬂd that he had been unable
to delermine the appropriations this year
for intelligence, even though he is a mom-
ber of the Forugn Rel(.tlox.s Committes
and the Armed ServiC?s Committu as

water that is not only rmuddy, but ac-

“tually murky.”

o “Many members may be reluctant to
stir this water for fear of what they
may find,” Mathias said, “I think we
cannot delay much longer in turning our

what is thers may evad{* our examina-
-tion and our concern.”

This feelmv may bs “realized saoner
~than e\pected because a’ number of
. Senators, in the wake of the Symingion
_matter, said they would push for an
executive session by the Senate to con-
sider the intelligence question. It could
- mean a major breakthrough for- those
of Symington’s pe rsuasion-—-ﬂspecia‘ly if

was

H

! later.

;partment of Defense appropriations bill
for fiscal 1972 to place a 4-billion-dollar

_attention in this direction for fear that

a censored transeript was maae pubhc’

i

SYRINGTON sought to amend the De- .

celling on intelligence outlays, Most esti-
- mates put this yearly expenditure cur-"

Y rent]y at more than 5 billion dollars,

! The proposad lumt, which the Senate ‘

-/rejected Tuesday 56 to 31, would have
(‘ Capplied to the CIA, the Natlonal Security
Agency, the Defense Intelligence Agency

Approved For Releasetzmeizﬁ
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the Appxopnahm: Comnuttee
Senator J. Williamn Fulbright
Arkansas, asserted in
the debate Tuesday that the
Missourian should pot feel in-
sulted because n,' anv nad dis-
covered where ife intelli igence

funds were in the defense ap-

(propriations measus

“When they read a line item
_and find that there is so much
for aircraft, or for a carrier,
.these may or may not be the
real amour.s," Fulbright said.

REPLYI.NG Sepator Allen I,
‘Ellender (Dem.), Louisiana,

‘chairman of the Approvﬂrmtlons
‘Commitiee and a main opponen’
‘of Symington’s amendment 1id -
'that there was no speciiic ap
propriations for intelligen.e ac-
“tivities, “They are ﬁmrxcd from
many different enpropriatisns
included in the bill,” hiz said.
Much of - the argumend thix
week centered on  the
which came under congrs
scrutiny earlier tais yeo:
clandcs:ir.e vole in the
tx‘,ns of Radio Free
Radio Liliert;

LE PR

D’!g.’h waos partxcx.ldxly ¢niticat
Of tﬂ“ (JIA .

D LN

- which a

OIATINIL ’ '»_

01

- *“One of tue Things that wois -

“ries e most of ¢ el is that 1 do°
’not cee any reason why we
should pass appropriations for
the CIA to organizz an arny,
. pay the troops ‘and conduct a

secret figures on intelligence: fullscale war in Laos” Ful.

bright said.

“Yet peoople of this counfry
think we h'lve 2 dc*uocracy in
var, if one is to be
: fought, has to be declared by
Congzws Yet Congress did not
know about the war in Laos
until it was well undsr way.”

When prodded by fellow Sen-
; ators; Eflender: conceded that
"he did not know in advance
“about CIA financing of ary army
in Lacs, . He saxd further that
he had “never asked, to begin
with, whether or not there were
any funds to carry on the war
in this sum the CIA h'iS asked
for.

“It never dawied on me to
“ask about it,” Ellender said, “I
did see it publicized in the
newspapers some tinie ago.”

Fulbright and his allies point-
ed to Ellender's statemnent as a
prime example of the fiecessity
for greater congressional aware-
ness of undercover activities,

Ellender became & prime tar-
get of the Symington side, be-
cause of an occurrence last
week that the Missourian re-
lated to the Senate Tuosday'
Symmglon when asking staff
raembers of the Appwyrlatlons
Commitice about intelligence
figures, wag told that they covid.
‘discuzs the matter only Wh"l
Ellender ard four othar senior’
members of the panel,

STHIZ BIZANS that these bil-
tinns of dollars of the taxpay-
€r's’ imoney are being authorized
aud r)pm')mtnd by the Senate
W f) the knowledge and approv-
: just five of its members,”

tington answered, ‘“but why

“aren’t the rest of us to be.

tiusted, too?"

Ellender was not hushed in-
his rebuttal as he told the Sen-
ate that “this method of appro-
priating funds for these intelli-
gence activities ha" baen in

elfect for at Teast 20 yeors thag
I know of, since- I have been
on the committes.”

Only a few persons consicer
these funding requests lmcause
of the sensitivity of the subjec
Ellender said, In addition, he
expressed an opinion of many
of Symington’s opponents in say-
ing that the intelligence ficld was
too much of a hot potatv to
“disciss in the open.”

THIS AP FROLCH was adopt-
ed by Young also, who asserted
tha: proper de‘f-rce of ¢ne ClA
in the debate would require
documentation of activities that
could not bz done,

“Spying is a dirty business, -
but it is a business _every nation
in the world engages in,"” Young .
said, “Russia doos a bwg,cr
job of it than we €o. You can
not disciose secret information.’

In an action carlier this yca

; egainst the use of intcllizence .

funda the Senate passed a bill
that would provide $35,600,000
in fiscal 1972 for financing the

* operations of Radio Free Eu-

rope and Radio Liberty through

the Secretary bf State, :
The measure, sponsored by

Qenanor Clifford P Case (D"m),» i

New Jcrﬂ'\;y, is int nded to dl-
vorce the CIA from the fundmv
of the stations, Radio Free I:,u-
rops, beamed to eastern Eu-!

.rope, and Radio Liberty,*

beamed to the Soviet Union,
operate In West Germa ady, os-
tensibly on private contribu-
ticns. )
Howaver, Case said in Janu- ’
ary that funds had been ex-

+

-one of the five &@uaa rear Sym-, hou\eshm Cenfr\uq‘ NV
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Loy llwg,ton contended. The other pended from secret CIA budg-
fovr are Senators John L. Mc- ets to pay almost totally for' .
Lelland  (Dem.), Arkansas; the costs of the stations. '
John C. Stennis (Dem.), Missis-  The House has approved a
sippl; Milton R. Young (Rep), bill providing for a.ceramission
. North Deketa, and Varga‘rc.t to conduct a two-year study of
" Chage Smith (Rep.}, Maine, ‘the stations. Continued funding
Syminglon’s meation. of thiz of them would be chanreled
matter constituted an attack on through the commission. A com-
the sysien and. thoeefore, pos- promise between the two bills
ibly “his st iab of the will have to be worked out in
ay. As ibe sig a conference between the’ two

BY

AMN Ex‘t ensued,
4

If T1a not truste

“You're to be trusted,” Sym-.



BY ROBEWRY C, TOTH

Timezs stalt Writer _
"WASHINGTON--A nation has
"no permanent  friends or per-
manent eneinies," a British states-
man once remarked, "only per-
manent interests.” o o
When the Senate two weeks ago

- killed temporarily a foreign aid bill,
© it was. basically demanding a simi-

larly hard-nosed attitude by the Nix-

-on Adwinistration toward a very

castly program which has been "a
basic instrument of U.S. foreign pol-
ey" for a-generation. '
" What permanent interesf, of the

- Uniled States has been sepved by

spreading $149 billion worth'sf guns
and economic help around the world
over 25 years? | - S
. Why "should the United States
keep it up, either at the present re-.
quested rale--$5.1 billion a year in
the formal aid "package" (including
$3.5 hillion in the hill killed by the
Senate) but more like $9.5 billion
all told when every spigit is count-
ed-—or at any other level?
. Criticized as 'Iandout’
- Implacable foes of tha program say
"none", Conservatives like Rep. ILR.
‘Gross (R-Towa) call it the “foreign
Handout prograin In Congress al-
most sines aid hegan, Gross recently
“challenged anyone to prove ha'even
once voted for "this giveaway." All
justifications are, to him, one big
Ssnow job." - C
Even liberals like Sen. J. William
Fulbright (D-Ark) and economist-

author-diplomat Jehu Kenneth Gal-

braith, however, now hblast forcign
aid as dollar-diplomacy, a grah bag,

- ..nil A h el
IIQ&_ _}l,:

Awd as certainly 2 grab hag.-1t
guns and money, ang money to u

s
RS b P v

Thmes staff wrifers who contribe
uted to this report were David .,
Belneap, RBuencs Aires; Donald Srem.
ner, Ilong Kong; Don Cook, Taris;
Willlam J. Coughlin, Deiruf; Wil
liara J. Druimmond, Mew Dally; fack
Foisie, Banslkok; Sam Jatueson,
Tokye; Francis B, Kent, hexico City;
Tom Lawmberi, Jerusa amy Stanley
Meisler, MWairebi, and HMarry Wrim-
bori, Tloscow, L

e - o ntiey

the guns as well as mwoney lo im-
prove the economies of poorer na-
tions, It also includes humanitarian
aid fo refugees and the like,

. Give away it is not, at least hot ex-
actly, Two-thirds of ths $149 billion
was given away as "grants," but the
rest was leut. Ahout $21 billion has

been repaid on the privicipal or as in-

terest on the leans, . .

Even the granls were not straply
dollar handouts, Mozt were zpent in
the United Slates. "THe laxpayer
focted the hill, but the monegy em-
ployed Americans, Examples:

--Arms, worth S40.7 billion. AH
were U.S. made, Whalever the mor-
ality of heing the world's leading
"merchant of death,” the 10 of the
lotal that wwas sold (on easy-credit)
did help the U.S. balauce of pay-
menls and did partially “subsidize
the domeslic arins makers.

-—Food " for Peace, worth 5197
billion. All was zrown here and
mozt was surplus which, if sold

cheaply - alroad, would have creét-_

ed chaos on world markets. 4
“=-Eeconomic aid ( excluding food,
but including Junds that support
military efforts, as in Vietnam),
worth §88 billion. 1t was very large-
ly spent in the United States for
goods and services. This year the

U.S. Agency for International Devel- _
opment (AID) spent $1.68 billion,

over.30% at home. American busi-
ness gels almost a 81 billion a year;
American labor gets jobs frony the
program, _ Lo

Reasons for spending it in the first
place are as numerous as the many
parts of the program. But several
grand rationales have heen offered
in the pasti—peace and stability in

& tool of the cold war and a form of the world, and a hetter life for poor

imperialism. The aid program, said

Galbraith, is “the disaster arvea" of

American foreign policy.

people in that world.
. These gencralizations aie some-

what better focused_now, Earlier

SR
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this yé;az?}’resident Nixon said hi
foreign aid bill had three aims: . )
. "To strengthen the defense cepa-
bilitics and economies of our friends
and-allics . . ; to assist the lower in-
come countrics in their efforls o
achieve economic and social devel-
opment. . .; and to provide humani-
tarian assistance o countrics struck

by natural disasters .and political-

upheaval." :

-But consetvatives who had voted.
primarily for arms aid, and libevals

who had "preferred economic aid,
corbined in October 1o vote against
all of it. The old reasons, despite the
new coametics, have lost much of
their force over the years,
vo-Communism is seen as a less con-
tagious discase than when aid be-
gan. Forward military bases are loss
valuable in-a world of nuclear-
lipped intercontinental missiles.
Military pacts with small countries
seern more “trouble than they are
vorth, Hunger and discontent at
home cries for priority over hunger
end distress abroad, o
+ + Goals are Coniradiclory
. Furthermore, contradictions are
recognized in the goals of ‘foreizn
aid. Military assistance tends to per-
betuate the stalus quo, economic aid
to change it. Arms to Greece kept
out communism but facilitated the
military coup azainst a democratic
government.  Keononie  assistance
raises living standards but also sti-
mulates the appetite for more, and
faster, which is destabilising.
Industrializing & poor .country
does creale a greater market for U.S.
goods. 1t also’creales greater compe-
tition against U.S. goods, both 'in
world apd in American mearkets.
- South Korea, which a U.S. senator
in the early 19805 wrote off ag 'a
hopeless, bottomless pit for aid," re-
ceived $5 billion before graduating
last yecar out of the program. I{ ex-
ported virtually nothing to the Unit-
ed States in 1963; now it sends '$473
million a year, including textiles
that apparently threaten U.S. jobs.
Western Europe was Tebuilt with,
U.S. -aid with. similar results. But

there, .U.S. private money ook up’

after government aid stopped. Now,
over $20 billion is irivested by Amer-
icans in Furope, earning over 2 bil-
lion annually. More than Hall the
profits are brought back.
) JYourepeans Criticlze 1t

. Europeans do not like it. Some
-noiv see Marshall plan aid as malig-
nant, rather than pure altrusm by

continned

Approved For Release 2000/05/1 5: ‘CIA‘-RDP80-01 601R000600150001-2




Laos. o roa

.The U.S. is contmumg
to intensify its war of ag-
giession in Laos through
the use of American air
power to support puppet
Lao troops and Thai forces
being -utilized under the
‘*Nixon doctrine,” the
.Central Committee of the

Lao'. Patriotic Front
s (Pathet Lao) said in an
“Oct. 19 statement ‘de-
nouncing these U.S. ac-
tions. -

“For " nearly 20 years
now,” said the Pathet Lao,

- “the U.,S. imperialists have
carried out and daily in-

tensified ‘their intervention -

and - aggression in Laos.
When Nixon took office,
‘the Johnson admunstra-
tion had suffered repeated
and heavy defeats in its

‘Indochina. .

“trine” )
fight Asians, with U.S. lo- -

-ment continues, _
of their very heavy de- .
- feats, the U.S. imperialists’

NATTONATL, GUARDIAN
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war of ag},rcsolon agamst
.That is why

Nixon. . .is forccd to work

-out a new global strategy

called the ‘Nixon doc-
trine’-an extremely reac-
tionary doctrine.” |

The statement points
out that the “Nixon doc-
of using Asians to

gistical and air support,
has involved an unprece-
dented increase in aid for

. the Vientiane puppet ad-

ministration and the dis-
patch of large numbers of
U.S. “advisors™ to Laos. -

“At:present,”

remain stubborn. They
continue to introduce ad-

the staté- -
“in spite -

Lﬂ @ | \,u@a’ |iane

L.l‘

' dltxonal ’lh'u regulars into
Laos to  coordinate with

the Lao.
and rightist troops...
The U.S..

have pald patticular atten-
.tion-to building and con-, .
" solidating their [Lao] ‘spe-
...cial  forces™. .
" them the core for carrying’
cout the ‘Nixon doctrine’ in
.to serve the
- U.S. ‘special war’ and its .

this country. .

sabotage activities -along
the Laostctnam .and

.Laos-China_ border areas.

These ‘special forces’ have
been built, equipped,
trained, directed and com-

*. manded by the CIA.”-.
. The Pathet Lao statex
ment also denounces ULS. -

“pacification’ efforts, the
use of Laos by the U.S. to

1mpcuahsts
.cover for apgressive activi-

.to make -

STATINTL
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attack the hberatlon move-’
.. ments in other counfrics
‘special . forces’ " of Indochina, the uss of

‘the U.S, Agcncy for Inter-

natlona} Dc_vclppment as’a

ties and the U.S. rejection

“of Pathet Lao peace pro-

posals  while “Washn;gton'

B hypocritically claims, it re-
;spects Lao ncutmhty

. The  statement con-
cludes wuh a vow, to con-

- tinue - the struggle against

the U.S. and their puppets.
“The Lao people, shoulder
to - shoulder-- with the

© brother Vietnamese  and

Khmer peoples, are deter-

-~ ‘mined to fulfill their noble
_‘task and turn the Indo-
~chinese peninsula into a

really’ independent and
peaceful region.”
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H&i& Much For What?

'Spy’ Spendmg Kee

Mcclafchv Newspapers Service

WASHINGTON — The {ull extent
of congressional ignorance about US
intelligence operations, including cov-
ert military action in Laos, was spot-
lighted on the Senate floor last night
in an exchange between Scn, Alan
Cranston, D-Calif., and appropriations
committee chairman Allen Ellender,
.D-La. .

Sen. Stuart Symington, D-Mo., -had
offered an amendment to the Penia-
gon budget bill to limit outlays for in-
telligence activities to $4 billion.

The bill has no separate item for
. this purposc and the actual amount is
unknown to all but Ellender and four
other members of a special intelli-
gence subcommittee.

Ellender reported his committee
slashed $390 million from administra-
tion requests for intelligence opera-
tions. But the Senate could not deter-
mine the original figure or the re-
" duced {igure. .

Addressing Ellender, Cranston de-
clared: .

“The chairman stated that he never
would have thought of cven asking
about CIA funds being used to con-

G

duct theWar in Laos, I am sure I ncv-

er would have thought to ask such a

question. But it appeared in the press
that perhaps that was happening. I

would like to ask the senator if, since
then, he has inquired and now knows
whether that is being done?”

 “I have not mquned ” Ellender re-
plied:

“You do not know, in fact"” Cran-'

ston asked.

“No ” said Ellender ,

“As you are one of the five men
privy to this information, in fact you.
are the No. 1 man of the five men
who would know, then who would
know what happened to this moncy?”
Cranston continued. “The fact is, not

even the five men, and vou are the
chief one of the five men, know the
.facism the gituation.”

ifies outlays for pay and allowances,
clothing, travel, retirement pay,
health care, welfar and recrcation,
medals and awards, ecmblems and in-
signia, milk purchases, acquisition of
weapons systems — but not a word
about funding for the CIA and other
intelligence groups.

“Is the way these items are handied
inflated, or bloated, in fact, some of
them, at least — that will cover up
what is in this hill for 1ntelhgence”"
he asked.

“Yeg, the senator is corrcct — SOm8
of it,” Ellender replied.

Cranston and Sen. John V. Tunney,
D-Calif., voted for the Symington

amcndment which was re]ectcd 56-

3L L
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Cranston noted that the $70 billion
defense appropriations megsure spec-
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ﬂJPI)——Thc Senate refused ycsterday to Limit
U8, mtehwence agencies spending after a
jrare open dzscuswzon on how COI]C‘I‘LSS super-
vises the sccret spy network, -

The proposed $4 million cellma - an amend-
ment by Sen. Stuart Symington, D'VIO to a
defense money bill, was rejected 58 to .

Sen. Symington, a former secrtary of the Air
I’orce, said that tho he served on the armed
services and foreign relations committees he
had no idea how ‘much is spent on intelligence
gathering. He said the $4 billion limit was just
| ashot in the dark.

LESS SCRUTINY .
< “The point,” hc told senators during the dm-
ner-hour debate, “is that we do not have the

“facts rcquuca to aHocate the resources of tnc
i country.”

ment whose activities receive less scrutiny
and control than the CIA,” Sen. Symington
sald, and the same is truz of other intelli-
gence agencies of the government.”

As a case in point, Sen. Symington cited the
“central intelligence subcommittee of the Arm-
ed Scrvices Committee headed bj Sen. John
Stennis. - - .

He is one of five senators cnfrust d with the
details of the intelligence banm, it came out
‘during the debate.

Another of the five, Sen. Allen Ellender, D-
La., chairman of the appropriations ;commit-

’

TON'S SHOT I THE

“There is no federal a agency of our govern-

L4 ;I;.H’u,

STATINTL

tee, ackno.&kdoed th"zt mtclhoence UUUQ)S
weére hidden by pﬂddmg, out Ime item appro-
priations in varions bills

He said he could not reveal how much is
spent on intelligence because "t‘lat s a-top se:
cret.” .

-Sea. Elender conceded he did not know in

advance about the CIA s financing of any army
in Laos.

Sen, J. William Fulbucht chalrm?n of im:-'

foreign relations committee, argued that such
Jack of congressional Imowledge demonstrated

- the reed for more accountability.

“One of the things that worries me most of
all is the ClA going off and conducting a war
of its own,” Sen. Fulbright said. He d)spu ed
Stennis’ contention that revcaling the fiotal

. budgets of intelligence agencics \xould c’lscIO>e

any mxhtmy secrets.

“I dow’t believe it is tragic” for the Senate
to demand the information thru such a device
as the Symington amendment,- Sen. Fulbright
said. “The Senate is due an explanation.”

Sen. Symington zt one point shouted ““I can
be trusted” in expressing his fms;rat.on over
being kept in the dark,

Sen. Stennis argued that Cm.grcss itself had:

set up the agencies. --

‘He told senators: “You're just gbnw to have
to make up your mind that you can't have an
accounting — shut ),our e_\,cs and tahe -‘"hat

comes. " L . -

STATINTL

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 C.!A-RDF"80-01601 R000600150001-2



"~ of the Army, Navy and Air

Approved For Release 2000/205

]& ]Jj.‘\_@l]@f (i- {D,] [E])y S@"’U@][/ Qj’@“w/j‘

- By George C. Wilson

Washlnglon Post Steff Wrlter
After a sharp debate punec-
tuated 'qy such shouts as “the
Senate is due an-explanation”
and “I can be .trusted,” the
Senate last night voted 56 to
31 against an amendment to
put a ceiling on spending by
g'overnment intelligence agen-
cies. ;

i Sen. Stualt Symmv(on -
Mo.), in offering the amend-
ment to the defense money|
bill, said his purpose was to
- let Congress in on what Amer-
ican intelligence operatives
are already doing and plan lo
do in this country and abroad.

“The point,” he {old the sen-
ators during the dinner-hour
debate, ‘is to state that we do
not have ‘the facts required to
allocate the resources of the
counh y.”

Symington and his 1allies)
thus made the sliffest chal
lenge yet to the way Congress
rics Lo keep track of the Cen-
{ral Intelligence Agency, De-
fense Intelligence Agency, Na-
tional Sccurity Agency and
the separate intelligence arms

&
;.
¢
5
i

N

|

Force, operations which alto-
‘gether reportedly cost some
$6 billion a yecar.

“There is no federal agency
of our government whose ac-
vaes receive less scrufiny

nd conirol than the CIA)”
Symmf'ton said, ‘and the same
is true of othcx intelligence
agencies of the government.”™

As a case in point, Syming-
ton cited the Central Intelli-
; [gence subcornmiliee of the
Armed Services -Committce
which is chaired by Sen. John
‘Stennis (1-Miss.).

- When Stennis during the de-
‘bate said “it is so tragic” to try
‘to limit intelligence operations
through hasly action on the
Senate floor, Symington shout-

A

¥ASHING!

NO'
1

was stich he had just one meet-
ing, just one meeting.”

The Missourian said he did
not know how much the var-
ious intelligence agencies of
the government spent in any
one year, adding that he under-
stood published estimates of
&6 billion were too high. But
his amendment, in an atteinpt
to force an accounting, would
have limited total spending by
all the various agencics to $¢
billion in the fiscal year start-
ing next July 1. i

Chalrmen Allen J. Ellender
(D-La.) of the Scnate Appro-
priations Committee and its
Intelligence Operations sub-
cominitiee said during the de:
bate he could not tell fellow
senators how much is spent
lon intelligence because “thatl's
‘a top secret”

Ellender vconceded under
questioning by fellow senators
that he did not kuow, in *ad-
vance about the CIA's financ-
ing of any army in Taos. Sym?
ington’s allies, especially
Chairman J. W ¥ulbright of
the Foreign Relations Cominit-
tee, argued that such lack of
congressional knowledge about
worldwide activities demon-
strated the necd for more ac-
countability.

“One of the things that wor-
ries me most of all is the CIA
going off and conducting a
war of its own,” Fulbright said.
He disputed Stennis’ conten-
tion that revealing the total
budgets of intelligence agen-
cies would disclose any nnh
tary secrets.

“I don’t belicve it is tlaglc
for the Senate’to demand the
information through such a de-
vice as the Symington amend-
ment, Fulbright said. “The Sen-
ate is due an explanation.”

Syminglon at one point
shouted “I can be trusted” in
expressing his frustration in

ed inreply: “I wish his interest

being kept in. the dark about

—e_r] '

covelt mtelhmucp oper atlona
He said such lack of informa-
tion undercut his effort to vot®
sensibly on the alloeation of
the nation’s resources. .

Several scnators expressed
uncasiness over the White
House's recently announced re-
organization . of intelligence
functions. *No doubt about it
Symington said of the rcorgan-
ization, “we’rc pulting intel-
hg,ence in the hands of the
military.”

Stennis, in dcclarmg that
Congress 111 its own laws creat-
ing the agencies stressed the
néed for secrecy on  intelli-
gence operations, said to his
fellow senators: “You're just
going to have to make up your |
mind that you  can’t have an
accounting —shut your cyes'
and take what comes.” |

He promised that the Scn-i
ate Armed Services Committee
)L'oix](_l conduct an in-depth
analysis of the nation’s intelli-|
gence activilies, including the .
restructuring recently ordered,
by the White House.

In the. meantime, Stennis
said, “The only thing to do is:
vote this amendment down”
and work for reforms in a;
more orderly fash)on , T
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200.000 Menuche
~ Geheim- 'und Spionagediensten der
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n arheiten in

USH, aber sie arbeilen oft nicht zur
Zufricdenhelt des Priasidenten. Des-

“halb wurden die Dicaste jotat MNixons
., Che

therater Kissinger uatarsielll,

eden Morgen, kurz nach Anbruch

Jder Dammerung, bringt eine schwar- T

- ze Limousine brisante Fracht ins Weille
. Haus. Es ist einc Mappe mit den ge-

24 Stunden.
ly Bricf* - Tigliches Kompendium fiir

“die

“eher lustlos.
" "Denan Polit-Routinier Nixon,

heimsten Geheimberichten der letzien
Titel: ,The President's Dai-

den Prasxdcr}ten

- Zuniichst studiert Nixons auflen- und
sicherheitspolitischer Chefberater Hen-
ry Kissinger das Papier. Von ihin 1Bt
sich der amerikanische Prisident dann
Top-Nachrichten referieren. Ir
sclbst liest das von der Zentralen Ge-
heimdienstbehdrde (CIA)  zubereitete
Dokument allenfalls abends — und

SO er-
kannte ,Newsweek®, ,,ist dan Geheim-

pissen um ihrer selbst willen nicht inter-
essiert.

Er wiinscht weniger Daten, da-
fiir aber griindliche Analysen, die ihm

.als Grundlage fiir politische Entschei-
dungen dicnen kdnnen.

Bisher lieferten die Geheimdienste —
neben der CIA vor allem die ,Intelli-
gence*-Stitbe bei Heer, Marine, Luft-

. waffe — zu wenige Analysen nach Ni-

‘xons Geschmack, Die Folge

: Unzufrie-
denheit im Weillen Haus. o

_ Falsche Informationen durch Ameri-
kas Militirspiher und die kletternden
Kosten des aufgebliahten Spionage-Ap-

“parates verstirkten den Unmut der Re-

gierung noch, von der harschen Kritik
liberaler Volksvertreter an den Gehei-
men zu schweigen,

AN .
Law-and-Order- Praaxdem Nixon re-

‘organisierte daher jetzt die Nachrich-
-;endl:cnste. Zwar bleiben alle bestehen-
. den, weitverzweigten Behdrden am Le-

ben. Doch praktisch sollen nunrehr
alle Gehelmdienstfiden bei zwel Man
nefn zusammenlaufen:

l> CIA-Direktor Richard Hclms uber-

wacht und koordiniert simtliche
_Programmc Obendrein leitet er
einen neugeschaffencn  Spar-Aus-

_schuf}, der die Budgets trimmen soll.

Prisidentenberater Henry Kissinger
dirigiert 'das neue ,Intelligence
Committee” imt Rahmen des Natio-
‘nalen Sicherheitsrates. Dieses Komi-
- tee erteilt Spionage-Auftrige und

- rlebt die Resultate fiir Rmhmrd Nxxons

Gcbrauch
Sogar dem

Hatvard. pmmsﬁﬁ\lssmw aﬁ?‘“ Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-
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Geheimdienst-Chef Helms

Interview mit Hitler

und Richtung™ geben. Washingtoner .

Bcamte werten die ncue Informations-
Schieuse unter Fithrung Kissingers als

wxchtxge, ~Bindeglied ‘zwischen Produ

zenten und Konsumenten™.

Kissingers Machtzuwachs hat im
Kongref sogleich Widerspruch hervor-
gerufen. Senator William Fulbright
sieht die enveiterten Befugdisse " als

. neuen Beweis dafiir, daf} die Regierung

dem Kongre$3 dic Kontrolle iiber die
Nachrichtendienste  entziehen wolle.

Daf} bei den Geheimdiensten gespart -
werden soll, ist freilich auch den Parla-
mentarietn nur recht. Insgesamt ver-
schlingen die Nachrichten- und Spiona-
gebehdrden mit jhren 200 000 Beschif-
tigten etwa sechs Milliarden Dollar pro
Jahr. Allein fiinf Milliarden gehen auf

"t das Konto der drei militirischen Ge

A I AR N I T I B S

heimdienste, wobei der grofite Antei
aufl die Luftwaffe entlidllt: Ihr gehdre
jenc teuren Tlugzeuge und Satelliteh
wic .der zehn Tonnen schwere ,.Big
Bird®, die militirische Anhgcn in China
oder der Sowjet-Union ausspionicren.
Profi Helms, 58, diirfte darum wohl
vor allem versuchen, bel den militdri-
schen Geheimdiensten Kosten zu kap-

;: pen. Er gilt als tiichtiger Verwalter, als
{* ein Biirokrat von kithler Kompetenz,

Der CIA-BoB  (Hobby: Umwelt-

i schutz) ist ein Nachfahre deatscher US-

Einwanderer, Er verbrachte einige
Schuljahre in Freiburg sowie in der
Schweiz — seit damals spncht er Fran
z6sisch und Deutsch. :
Jagd auf Nachrichten machte der
spitere ,Intelligence”-Fachmann erst-
mals als UP- I\orrcspondnnt — 1937 in-
terviewte er Hitler. Bei Kriegsende ar-
beitete Helms in der US-Abwchr. Und
scit 1947, dern Griindungsjahr der CIA,
diente er sich im Geheimdienst hoch.

Beriihmt, aber mehr noch beriichtigt
wurde dic CIA durch Beteiligunz. an
Polit-Greueln und Coups in vielen Lén-
dern ‘der Dritten Welt, CIA-Agenten
leiteten die Morder Che Guevaras an;
CIA-Mainner trugen, 1970 zum Sturz des
Kambodscha-Premiers Sihanouk  bei.
Falsche CIA-Informationen fiihrten
1961 zum Fiasko der Invasion in der,
kubanischen Schweinebucht. Und dic
CIA ist es, diein Laos eine 30 000 Mann
starke Armee.von Stamimeskriegern un-
techilt — zurn Kampf gegen die Kom-

“munisten. Insider des, Geheimdienstés

betonen freilich, die C1A ziehe sich aus
dem Coup-Geschift zuriick.

So viel ist ncntm Die CIA hat sich
von einem kleinen Trupp patriotischer
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Von pammll %

,kator Marc‘ne!h, em enemanger
Mitacbeiter der. Central Intelli-
‘gence Ageﬂcy (Cla), sprach
. gegendber einem UPI-Mitarbeiter
ols Eingeweihter Uber einige Prak-
tiken 'des amerikanischen Geheim-
dianstes, dessen leitung er longe
Jahse angehdrte, Obwoh! er sich
-.Gber die Verschwendung entriistet,
‘die. diesés Instrument der USA-
Regieiung: betreibt —. er schliigt
u..a, nicht realisierbare Kontroll-
.mafnohmen vor —, bejaht er im
Prinzip diess Institution. Im fol-
genden Auszug dus dem amertka-
nischen Magazin dirften beson-
ders die RuBerungen Marchettis
w.in einer ihm gemé&fen Sproche
—:fbar die Rolle amerikanischer

- Geheimdienste bel der Anvculung

< ‘von-Kiiegea in Gebieten, in denen
“den USA nicht genchme Entwick-
lungcn im Gonge sind, interessant
~ sein, Ein Grund {0r sein Ausschei-
~deén aus dzr CIA liegt in der-—
sicher durch die Kenntnis von Ge-
. heimdokumenten becinflulten —

Einsicht, dafh diz blutige USA-

Aggtessmn gegen Indochinoe dem
= amerikanisehen Anschen in der

Welt schodet. Das omerikanische
~Mogozin  zitieit ous .dem Ge-

_sprach u. a.y -

So verwendet zum E”-upwl dic
Nationale Sicherheitsbehdrde (Na-
tional Szeurity Agency) -~ zu deren
Aufgabengebiet es auch’ gehdr,
oufgefangene Botschafien oisléndi-
scher Regierungen zu dechiffrieren
- etwo die Halite ihres Johres-
budgets von einer Milliarde Dollar,
~ «Sie haben in Fort Meade (Mary-
land) ganze Waggons voll von Ton-
bdndern von mitgeschnittenan so-

die zehn-Johre olt sind — Giiter-
wugen voll. Weil
'-Codgsyslemu'n ebenso erfinderisch
sind wie wir, Es ist technisch fast
“eine Unmdglichkeit, elne varschliis-
-selte, chi fEruer.~~ Botschaoft zu dechif-
frieren. So beschidnken sie sich dar-

Loauf, stdndig dos Materiol welter zu
" sommeln und es in Waoggons zu

wictischen {Rundfunk-) Mitteilungen,”

die Sowjets in -

k)
E

“CIA z8hit, fGhrte er qus,

laoern. Sie horchen welter: In d"

ganzen Welt, Sie geben weiter ein -

Vermigen aus in dem Versuch, die
sowjetischen  (Chiffrier-
chiffrier-}Computer
fuhrte er aus...

Was Marchstti am meisten an der
CIA bzunruhigt, ist thre Neigung zu
den dunklen Kinsten paramilitdri-
scher Geheimoktionen — ein Ge-
bietf, des fir die Agentur doppelie
Anziehungskroft  besitzt, weil dos
Militdr cuf diesem Terrain kaum
operieren kann.

«Efns von den Dingen, dle d:e
Geheimdienstleute der ClIA tun kén-
nen, ist Kriege onzuzetteln”,
er. JSie kdnnen ouf .geheimen
Wegen in elncm Lande cinen inoffi-
ziellen Krieg ousldsen und dafis
sorgen, dafl es so cussicht, als ob
es sich nur um etwas hondelt, was
die- lokalen Bauamtdlpe! selbst be-
schlossen haben und in eigener
Regie durchfthren wollen.®

Auf diese Weise hsben — Mor-
chetti zufolge —
Staaten .zuerst b'*gomm, oktiv in
Vietnam zu kcmpfs_n Dos ist die Art
von Aktivitat, die jetzt in Kom-

bodscha und Loos vor sich geht, wo
di

die CiA, wie kilirziich Zsugenaus-

sogen vor dem KongreB enthiillt
haben, eine Operction durchitihren,
die 450 Millionen Dollar . 1chrhch
verschlingt, sagte cr.

Marchetli eklarte, er sel davor
tiberzeugt, dal die CIA auch Fir den
Staatsstreich  verontwortlich sei,
durch den Prinz Norcdom Sihanouk

- {von Kambodicha) Anfang 1970 ver-

tricben wurde und der die omerika-
nisch-stidvietnamesische Razzio nach
kommunistischen = Zufluchtsorten in
jenem Londe einige Wo*?u,r1 spdter
ermbglichte.

Dic Geheimoperationen in Sid-
ostasien waren vor Jahren der An-
laB, daB die CIA zur Toraung dort
eine Luftfchrigesellschaft, die AIR

America, grindste, die heute eben-:

so viele Menschen, ndmlich 18 000,
beschaftigt, wie dar Arbeitsstab der

(U ﬂ_mnw»vt-"!-\’wh
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chcn Gnhelmakhonen bis /.ur Anzc*iOIun

und De-.
nochzubaunn".

sagte .

die Vcreinigten _

SIAIINIL

von }\I‘IIC_C}C'I? -

Nun. i2 CIA hot nicht nur in
Vietnam und Llaos ihre Hénde im
Spiel”, sagle Morchetti, nsle halt
Ausschou noch weiteren G bietzn,
in denen sich viellaicht auch giin-
stige Gelegenheiten dicser Art er-
geben kdnnten. Wenn sie beginnt,
privote  Luftfchrigesellschaften und
alles ondere zu errichten, was mit
der Unterstiitzung fir eine Regie-
rung oder eine gegen die Regierung
gerichtete Bewegung varbunden ist,
so ist dies sehr, sehr gafdhrlich, wiall

die CIA dies ouf geheimen Wegan,
“tun kunn und es. somit fr

das
Publikum sch“llc(lg “wird, zu err\en-
nen, was vorgeht,”

Marchatti zufofga g'-horen Sud-' .

amerika, Indien, Afdke und die
Phxhppm“n 10 den’ Gebizten, wo
dic CIA mdglicherweise eine kiinf
tige paramilitdirische  Aktivitdt ent-
wickeln kénnlen — olles Lander, in
denen soziale Urwdlzungen glren,
Ein Umsturz sei das, was den ClA-
Direktor veranlasse, mit der Planung
fir eine m5g!iche

nen, sagle Maichetti .
AuBlzr der, Fldgg°s°”sch :ft AIR

Americo hobe die CIA die Southem

Alr Transport in Miemi und  die
Rocky Mountain Air in Phonix zum
méglichen Einsatz Hir paramilité-
sche Operotionen in Stidamerika ga-
griindst, sagte er. Ahnliche getarnte
Fluglinien szien in der ganzen Welt
qufgbkouf! und verkouft worden,
u. a. eire in Nepal und eine in
Ostofrika. Feirer teilte Marchetti
mit, die CIA hobe ein groBes Depot
im amerikonischen Mittehwesten, wo
sie militdrische. Ausriistungen oller
Art und unmarkierte Wof‘en clier
Art hot,

«im Loufe der Johre ‘hot sie alles
in der ganzen Welt gekauft, was sie
an  Unentdeckbarem  bekommen
konnte. — .um. sich ouf dan Even-
tualfall verzubereiten, dof sie viel-
feicht den Wunsch haben kdnnte,
einer Giuppe in, sugen wir einmal,

Guo.t;malc_ Waffen -zu liefern.. ™

“Geheimdienst--
aktivitdt ir einem londe zu begin--

e e St i 8
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H@usmg Success i Indochina

TO THE people of Thailand, the abrupt
end of a brief flirtation with democracy
will make little personal difference. The

parliament was so limited and so inexperi-
enced in the ways of parliamentary govern-

ment that it will hardly be missed.

But the record should show that it has .
‘died. A military clique headed by Premier

Thanom Kittikachorn has -abolished the
dissolved parliament, dis-
banded the cabinet and established martial
law. King Blumibol and. Queen Sirikit,
who have no powers, were not disturbed.

What caused the ¢oup is something of a.

mystery, but some clues are availuble. The

"Nixon Doctrine of self-sufficiency has

shaken the faith of a government sup-
ported largely By American involvement.
Heavy Ainerican military spending has
upset the economy, not helped by the Sen-
ate’s killing of the foreign aid bill,

Thus one more fragile Asian structure
has collapsed in our misguided quest to

.keep the dominos from falling, They have

not fallen to communism. Nations do not

fall like

they are as narrowly based as dominos.
These have fallen to war and to the over-

whelming power of the United States.

‘dominos to communism unless

Now the record is complete--—ecvery na-
tion we worried about and whose import-"

" ance we cited in defense of our Vietnam in-

tervention has fallen to repression.
In Vietnam, our clected puppet sits in the

Presidential Palace, secure so long as we .

keep him secure. In Laos, no coalition gov- .

ernment runs the country, as envisioned by
the 1962 Geneva Agreements. It is run by
the CIA.on.one side and the Pathet Lao on
the other, with help from Thai-based U.S.
bombers for the CIA-led troops, help for
the Pathet Lao fromy Hanol.

In- Cambodia, Prince Norodom Sihanouk -

“has been deposed, his place taken by

Premier Lon Nol, who has also dissolved ,

- .parliament and created a dictatorship. And ,

the United States, having invaded Cam- '
bodia and ‘made it a battleground of war,

has now cut off military aid to Camhodia.

rious success in Southedqt Asia.

s C oM e -
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IF RICHARD NIXON were truly the Machiavellian he

is cracked up to be, he would be busy buying 1TV {ime for
. most of his potential Demogratic- opponents. Like abhand
of medieval panitents, the professed and unprofessed as-

pirants for the Democratic presidentisl nomination are

wandering around the country confessing their sins, beat-

als Demolish

STATINTL
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Their
Own llmeage

4 K ¥
A WHILE AGO Senator Edmund Muskie took the lead

ing their ks, and generally informing a somewhat be- | 1 ;
ing their backs, and generally informing a somewhat be m,i}xe mea culpa stakes by telling a Liberal Party ban-

mused populace that liberalism has beena failure.

"When you start exploring the reasons why liberalism,
has allegedly been such a flop, the answers are a hit
confusing. First of all, of course, that sinister Lyndon
Johnson duped everybody into his war — and kept them

duped, preswmably, for four years.

The more you think about thal one, the more you
wonder how these characters ever got clected tothe city
council — it is an open confession of political incompet-
cnce! Maybe they are thal incompetent, bul must they
advertise theiv impotence so widely? TLis embarrassing to

- serious eitizens, and to the League of Women Voters.
, I S

TG FOLLOW THIS UP, let us examine the recent
demise of the ALY (Agency for International Develop-
ment) appropriation. In the view of a number of liberal
Dewmocralic senators, AID had become a monstrosity, a
“money tree,” a boondoggle, a prop for dictatorship, cle,
‘%It should have heen reformed lone ago” runs the chorus.

Tair enough, but precisely what body is charged with
reforming AID, what body should have reformed it long
ago? Answer: The Senafe Foreign TRelations Committee,
The vole against the AID bill wasin point of fact a vote of

A A Ty

no confidence in ihe Senate Foreign Relations Committee, .

a chastisement which (if the critics of the bill were cor-
 reet) that commitiee richly deserved. .
Now the Toreign Relations Committee’s disdain for
serious work is well known: It would much rather spend a
V/’week trying to track a CTA man into Laos than get into
the messy bureaucratic Geldil of reforming foreign aid,
Sut it it refuses to do the job? 1t can hardly accuse the
adininistration of dereliction of duty. Particularly since
Senator Fulbright and his friends have been announcing
from every platform in the country that the time has
come for Congress to take a strong hand in the formula-
tion of foreign policy. .

Approved For Release 2000/05/15

quet in New York thatliberals had not accomplished any-
thing in 20 years. (There was some irony in this situation:
"The House was packed with Liberal Party spoilsmen on
Mayor Lindsay’s payroll — liberalism bad done zome- |
thing for them!) - ] . ‘
Actually much that Muskie said made sense except
that it seemed as though once very five paragraphs there
was a brief interlude of flagellation, and the press, natu-
rally enough, featured these exercises with the knout.

The idea behind this may be that “‘young idealists”
will respond to pleas for absclution. If so, let me break the
news: “Young idealists’ respond with contempt to such
requests. They prefer a hard-line opponent to a mushy
ally. ; :

: * K K

- WHICH BRINGS US to a rcfreshing note. OnNov.5, -~
in Chattanooga, Tenn., Senator Henry M. Jackson de- -
clined to enter the public confessional. Without for a min--

" ute denying the scope of the problems we face, or endors- :
ing the Dhanalities of “the politics of hope,”” Scoop Jackson
pointed out that under liberal leadership the United States
had come a long way. “Much, much more remains to be
done (he said) but I fail to sce how denying what we have
done will help us do more. 1 {ail to see how poor-mouthing
our achievements helps us solve our problems.” ;

And then the real clincher, a question addressed to all .
thel flagellant friars inthe Senate and elsewhere: “Are we
seriously to go to the Amevican people in November, 1872, -
an‘d say: ‘We have failed, we have not accomplished any-
thing . . . vote for us!’?” A good question . . . anybody,
want to answer it? /

: CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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sacrifice, God can
~into a bright and shining morning. We will
never return to anything better until we
_have a revival in this nation.
There are some enouraging slans among our
" youth and among other elements which I
never expecled to see. These are good slgns,
pub we necd not walt, Where we live is
here. What we do will be hers. The hour is
at nand when we must act. Do we I cel the re-
sponsibility enough to he willing to say, “God
. pere am I, send me; work through me. Make
) instrument to Thy glory.”

MILITARY COUP IN TIATLAND _

Mr., MOSS. Mr. President, once again
we learn of a military takeover in South-
east Asia that serves as ancther grim re-
‘minder of the fallure of the KNixon doe-.
trine to support freedom and democracy

“.in-that part of the world. Thailand’s loss
of parliamentary government and blatant

. . mssertion of military rule can only re-

enforce Senate opposition to continuing
jinvolvement in Southeast Asla,

Three times in recent wecks the Nixon
doctrine of using U.S, military and eco-
nomie aid to assist Aslan countriss in
maintaining déemocratie rule has suffered
severe setbacks, On Cctober 3, democracy
was suspended In South Victnam by the

uncontested reclection of President
Thieun. Cambodia’s national assembly

-was suspended on October 20, And now
‘we withess a retwn to absolute rule in
Phailand. And yet in 21l three conntries,
the United States has bewn the major
- mililary and cconomicsupplier.

The Senate has taken a fivim stand in
the revised foreign aid hill against con-
{inued U.S. support of Thai mercenaries
fiehting in Laos. Estimates are that some

- $200 million was spent in such assistance
jast year alone. Justification for Thai
support has frequently been founded on

. arguments that Thailand serves as the
mortel in-Southeast Asia for the Nixon
doclrine, he ¥ouse is now provided with
evidence as to the sounduess of the Sgn-
ate stand. : .

I recommend to Senators three timely
articles dealing with the military coup in
Thailand and ask unanimous consent
that they be printed in the Recorp.

There being no cbjection, the items
were ordered to be printed in the Recory,
as follows: . .

[From the New York Times, Nov. 18, 1971}

CoUP IN THAILAWD
- fThanax'ld's‘revr:rslon to absolute rule umn-
.. .der its long-time FPremier,’ ¥jeld Marshal
< Thanom Kittikachorn, refiects the mounting

<. pressure of changing American policies on

“one of this country’s closest allics In Asia,
© Beeause Marshal Thanom and his associ-
ates have cast thelr lot heavily with the
United States since they first came to power
“oin 2 military coup d’état in 1957, furning
thelr baéks on an anclent Siamncse tradition
of ncutrality, it is most unlikely that the
- new Governmuneb will cut tizs with Wash~
ington, But the nbrupt dismissal of a Parlia-
- ment that never posed any sexvious threat to
the ruling élite suggests that Bangkol has
‘been severely shaken by the cvolving Nixon
Doctrine of self-sufficlency for Asian allies,
gradual withdrawal of American troops from
. Vietnam and Unlted States overtures to
Peking. N < E .
_ In additlon, the reductlon of American
personnel and mlilitary spending In the arca
and a threatened Congressional cutback in
.ald, coupled with a weakening in the nmar-

‘
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rubber and rice have generated mounting
economic problems for the regline, Economic
stringencies have fed social unrest, cspeclally
in the cities where the impact of hervy AraeT-
ican spending, and heavy-spending American
troops, hes upseh traditional Thal values,
including a tradition of acquicscence "to
authority. )

This abrupt upheaval in
give the Administration. second thoughts
about Thalland as & model for the Nixon
Doctrine and a stable base for what is look-
fng morc and more like a policy of victory
through alr power in neighboring Indochlina,
[From the Washington Post, Nov. 18, 1971]

-  FRAGILE DEMOCRACIES ’ .
(By Murrey Marder)

Thailand’s loss of parllamentary govern-
ment yestercdlay was the third setback In just
over six weeks to ihie hazardous life-span of
democratic rule in Southeast Asia, .
" For the Nixon administration, caught Ir
an unprecedently intense siruggle with
Congress over forelgn ald, the refrogression
could not come ab a more inopportune time.

Each setback has supplied new amimmuni-

tion to the administration’s adverserles on
Capitol Hill to challenge the efltectiveness of
the Nixon Doctrine in supporbting freedom
and democracy: South Vietnam's uncontest-
ed re-clectlon of Dresident Nguyen Van
Thicu on Oct. 3, the suspension of Cam-
bodia's national assemhly on Oct. 20, and
now the military takeover in Thailand.
. In each case, there has been emburrass-
ment for the United States, whileh s the
major mlilitary and cconomlic supporier of
all threc nations, Fut fn the case of Thailand
yesterday, as In the previous instances, Amer-
jcan officlels indiczted that no varistion in
U.S. policy Is expected or likely,

‘Present U.S. strategy In the Indochina war,
these sources point out, virtually locks int
American policy to support the exlsting, pro-
American, military power structures in all
three countries white American lroop with~
drawals from South Vietnain continue,

Prezicdent MNixon, In ef.lje'ct, pronounced-the
grin-and-bear-it attitude of his administra-
tion over thic disappoiniments for democracy
in Souwiheast Asia when he copumnanted do-
fensively ahoutb the
tion outdome. -

“We would have preferred . .. a eountested
election somewhat along the lines that would
nicet our standard,” the FPresident said on
Oct, 12, -However, he added, If the United
States refused to send representatives to the
inaugurations cof winners of uncontested
elections nround the world,” we would have
only one-third as many delegations to
send ., : M

American ofticlals, trying to put the best
face on their latest disappointments in Thal-
land, noted yesterdey that the main power
figures they have been doing business with
over the years are generally still the men in

control in Bangkok. At the same thme, this -’

also illustrates the shallowness of the roots
of democracy in Thaoiland—-which the United
States prided itself on nurturing with every
possible form of military and economic ald,
Now ousted fromn office, with all ¢ivilian of-
ficials, Is one who holds & scrvice record £s
foreign minister (since 1959), Western~
trained Thanat Ehoman, whose education
includes attendance at Harvard University’s
graduate schools. Thanat provided his own
epltaph yesterday for the Western concept
of democracy in Thalland: “Somchow or
other we have not mastered the politiéal
forms of Hurope and America.” .
Howaover, althotgh Westerhized democracy
has e highly hazardous and erratic short his-
tory in Theiland, that natlen, more than any
other in the reglon, has been & centerplece

.

Bangkok should ~

. vented” attempts to shut off U.S, payments

Soulh Vietnriness clec-

November 19, 1971
01601R000600120009-2. s

built Southeast Asin Trealy Organizallion,
hos provided the Umnited States wilth major
alr bases for support of anti-Communist war-
fare throughout Indoechina. It has also sup-
plicd 11,000 troops to fight In South Viet-
nam. . .
The Thai troops were supplied at conslder-
ahle U.S. cost, estimated by a Senate Forelgn
Relations subcommittee last year as adding
up to more than $200 million. Thailand elso
has supplied, clandestinely and later, somi-
openly as “volunteers,” thousands of Its R
troops for service in Laos. . o - ’

These Whal forces have been the princlpSTATINTL
target of recurring “anti-mercenary” legisla~
tion initiated in the Senate. ' ’

- 7 Sens, Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), Clilford

P. Case (R-N.J.), J. W, Fulbright (D-Ark)
and other critles have repeatedly charged
that the Nixon administration “clreum-

to these Thal “mercenarles.” TN
current attempts to close this outlet have

been accompanicd by the Senate Forelgn Re-

1ations Committee’s protest that: “with con-

tinuing reporis about U.S. financing of Thals

and Cambodian mercenaries in Tiaos and even

Thal mercenaries in Cambodie, it Is virtually

impossible for the Congress to judge the ac-

curacy of thesz reports or know how much

of the taxpayers’ money is Leing used to sup- .

port these activities . . .”

The sdministration is counting on greater
sympathy for its strategy among membhers of
the House in Senate-House conference to
blunt, if not to remove, Senate’ limitations
on these Thei forces. } - '

[From the Fvenlng Star, Nov, 17, 1971}
1Al Taxtover Is IiLow TO ADRMINISTRATION
FIGILT FoRr AID TO ASIA
(By George Sherman)

The military takcover In Thailand today
is seen here as aunother blow to the Nixon
administration in its battle with the Senate
over American ald to Southeast Asia.

U.S. ofiiclals were taken by surprise. They
maintained that the decision of Premler
Thanom Kittlkachorn and his generals to re-
move the “insfiiclent” Parliainent came from
dotnestic fastors—not el foreign policy.

But they sxid they.feared repareussions In
the U.S. Congress, where the foreign atd pro-
gram already Is under abtock. ' LT

Both U.S. ofiicials and congressional sources
said they saw  this latest move agalnst
democracy as reinforeing Senate opposltion
to continuing U.S. Involvement in Southeast -

Asla, . - .

At stake Is the Nixon doctrine of using mil-
jtary and cconomlc aid to help Aslan coun-
tries defend themselves. Regarding *halland
the Immediate issue is U.S, financlng of Thal
frregulars fighting in neighboring Liaos.

The Scnate has passed an amendment by
Sen. Clifford Case, R-N.J., to the revised for- ’ -
eign ald bill forbidding all U.S. funds for
such operations. :

sen, Stuart Symington, D-Mo,, who has ac-
cess to classlfied material, already has in-
formed the Senate that 12,000 Thai forces
are being groomed Lo operate in Leos during
the coming dry scasoun., B

No cxact figures are avallable on the cost
of these operations., Symington said in Oec-
tober thal the U.S. budgel for thess merce-
naries—undecr a Thai general--is 25 percent Cos
higher than the whole military ald budget ’
for the Ftoyal Laotian army. That figure was
set at $80 nlllion for this fiscal year. :

That would put the figure seb aslde by
Washington for the Thols in Laos at aboutb
8100 million. The funds are included in
budget for the CTA and Defense Depoartmont,”
But the Case amendment would problbit
spending these funds, ’ ! :

The ndministration says it is not prepared
to ncceplt the prohibition, It Is resting it3

/ .
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Symington's Fears on = - °
Cambodia and Laos™

The United States is gradually getting out
of Vietnam, even though it appears we will
have a residual force there for some time.

But the fears voiced by United States Sen-
ator Stuart Symiugton in an interview here
Saturday are matters that should be of concern
to all Americans. .

We are winding down the war in Vietnam.

But what about Cambodia and Laos?

The Pentagon says it cannot—or perhaps
will not is more correct—supply the Senate
Foreign Relations commiitee with information
about the number of American personnel, air
strikes, or casualties in Laos.

We admittedly are fighting an air war in /
-that part of Southeast Asia. Is there a CIA-
directed ground war also? - ) i

What about Cambodia, where our defense
expenditures have jumped from nothing to
nearly a quarter of a billion dollars within
three years? '

Are we going to get out of Vietnam, or are
we going to get completely out of South _.st
Asia? :

An American death in Laos and Camb. .ia
is just as tragic and meaningless as an Ams -
can death in Vietnam.

The American direction should be for with-
drawal from Southeast Asia—not just for with-
drawal from South Vietnam. .

#
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Bvxdcn”cl\r this is"in large mea-

sure due to.the increased role 1'
of the American military, naval :
and air attaches and aililery {
missions, who together  with ;

o their official personnel make iu}j)_'
‘ T : ' : ihe basis of the medern lezal
o ‘foreizn abparatos of U S, mili-

-
-PARY : ; ;
, ' , PART I7 . tary intellizenee, This funzlisn
To _be sure, ‘the CIA concentrales frst and  foremost of ;“ﬂi]t‘“l-" a“"}"}“. has lbc”; ;
on  aclions against  the ouniries {3t ialist auni (ALLICIArLY AiCely Geveloped oy
g coun{ries of. .'the  socialist communily i g viactice of the U S, di- :

-and the progressive regimes in young national stﬂieq Another major target

. of its subversive activity is the Communist end Left organizations in the cap-
italist countries, which the monopolies and hence .ue“.f*-r"e rezard as a
Toree potentially dangerous fo the very exisience of imperialism and ils main-
stay the United Stales. Furthermore, it is 2 task of the CIA {o counteract the

plamatic service,

The deumtmont (Incc{mo’ lh('
work of military attachés for-
ms a part of the DIA appara-
tus, It works out its iastrue
tions and gives assistance to

~national liberation movement in the colonial ceuniries, where the United the attaché systzm in close ¢o
States still Lopes to ste p Into the shoes of the outgeing old colonial powers, {o ntaet with State . Depariment
retain these countries within the c'nnmhsi systera, Iina much attention is’ offices, . At present attachés of

My,
“paid to the states of Latin America, Ro: savding this continent as iis strategie
1ear. the United States employe thc combined forces of diplomacy, intelligence,

thc D(‘fcnce Depertment "a'c

accmchted to 92 COUht’]Os Wwith
larger states having attzc h»s of

“the police apparalus and the Pentagon to stabilize the reaetion ary 1'cg1mes : .
“there and therehy to preserve the domination of ils monopslics. f;lqtqts;ge a?lr.mf;za qh”é““; ! ?:;
Suffice it.to enumerate some ne . S gemeies de o
Ne Jatest achievements Of Saviet States wwas acconipanied. b) the 1o found in 67 countries, and

of 'the aggressive foreisn poli i
aress - i molo i jor
& sl D science and lec expansion and consolidation of in 24 of them they are sonior

l/ Tran; the mlhtar\ putsch

¢y actions of.lhe United States
4n the past fwo decades to see
that the CTA is avorking preci-
sely in this direction: the int~
fgues of U.S, intelligence in
in

«ua(emah the deposition  of
Prime Minister Souvanna Pho-
uma-of Laog in 1938, the arm-
ed intervention against people’s
Cuba; the coup d'etat in  the
Dominican Republie; the anti-
government conspiracy in Irag;
the militaty coun in Brazil; the
preparation of armed in iewcn-
tion against Vistnam; the coum
in C'lmbod]'l and thls is a far
from complete list.
PENTAGOM INTELLIGENCE
‘ SERVICE

Pursuing their aggressive
‘ends, the US, ruling eircles

v

are secking as much informa--

tion as possible about the soc-
ialist countries and above all
‘the: Soviet” Union, The intelli-
gence services of the Westorn
powery are sparing no effort o
‘obtain information about the
miliry-ceconomie potential of

the USSR ang it
‘cos, ahout tlie Mﬂmﬂ

jon in.the Soviet Union and the

“making “big palicy”,

Speaking of the pos sition of nuhtary intelligenee, .
military intellizence, ie. of the
pen‘lao'on,\ mg;m H] the lﬂtll-
cate system ‘of” U S, mtelh*en- The D'IA is the supreme or-
ce services, it should be noted gan, the “brain trust” of US.
that immediately after the end mlhtax} mtcnldcnnc Just  as
of World War I, referriag the intellizence organs of the
to the experience accumulated three armed services, the DIA
it started laying claims to the sces its princival las k in obtai
leading role among all the ning 1“f01m'*uon about the mi-
intclligence organizations = Of yitarceconomic potential  and
the country, Inasmuch as 2ftel gnmes forces of the Warsaw
the cstablishment of the CI: ﬁ‘leqty states, According to the
Allen Dulles strove to “politi- DI& statute  endorsed by the
cize” the enfird strategic inte- Szcretary of Defense, the chief
lligence and turn the CIA into .of the DIA is subordinated only
ap organ not merely co-ordina- to  him personally and to the
ting intelligence activities but Intelligsence Board, It ig to sup-
the Pen- ply intelligence information to
tagon openly voiced its resent- military institutions® (through

THE “BRAIN . TRUST?

the boundg of the Intelligence Although -the DIA is wested

attachés, The question of which
‘attaché is to be senior is de-
cided by the sccretaries of the
Army, Navy and Air Torce, de-
pending op which armed serv-
ice in a given ecountry is of
greater interest to the Unitod
States, As General AlacCleskey
writes, since Russia’s air power
15 of the greatest interesl to.
the United States the U S, air
attach¢é holds senjority there,

The DI4 widely applios data
-processing technigues, At the
beginning of 1863 a special co-
nire for the automatic process-
Jng of intellizence dala was sct
up, Attached fo the DIA is the
military _intellizence school ¢s-

ment of this line, For gsome the Joint Chiefls of Stzff) and
time the struggle among the to the Seecretary of  Defense,
difterent intelligence organs (through” the later's se:roiar-:
was waged “hn camera”, within iat).

Community, but belore long it with certain righ{s in  regard
emerged to the surface, The to tha military intelligence sar-
military had the upper hand: vices the latter have retained

independenes in the ficlds

in Auvgust 1961 the Defenece Ins
direct interest to them (excent

telligence Agéney (DIA) was

through -the svstem of milifary
whizh in 1985 passed
Af 2h. TITA

the influence of the military on

the political lifz of the United attzchés,

4n 1A rivicAdie]ian
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Final curtain

Is the long, costly and deadly war in Viet-
nam finally fading out of existence, at least so

- far as American combat involvement is’

;. concerned? This seems to he the case, though
¢ tra exact fiming remains uncertain, There
,_",h'a've been numerous indications, backed up
. by the optimistic assessmenis of Defense
© Secrefary Melvin Laird and others, that the
stage is being set for the final curtain,
- More will be known when President Nixon
- makes his anticipated address on the
. situation. There have been reporis that Mr.
: Mixon will announce the end of the official
- U.S. combat role, and increased- troop with-
- drawals that would leave us with only a sniall
residual force in Vietnam sometime next
year. )

dicators. One of the besi measures of the
intensity of the war has been the death count
of American soldiers. This has recentily
declined to levels last seen in 1964 and earlier.
In one recent week only fwo American deaths
from hostile action were reporfed. Though
newsmen learned that others had died during
that week, their names having been withheld
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Meanwhile, we must depend on other in.

pending notification of their famllies, the
official figure nevertheless reflected a
sharply declining U.S. involvement.

Skeptics and pessimists remain un-
convinced. They .note, for instance, that a
large contingent of Americen ’’advisers”
remains in Thailand. 1t is pointed out also that

“air raids from Thailand and elsewhere

against trails in Cambodia and lLaocs are
continuing at a high rate, Finally, there is the
continuance of the CiA’s clandestine activity
in Laos. These operavionstiave attracted lithle

~ aftentfion because of their low profile, but they

are nevertheless significant evidence that
the war may not ba winding down as much as

- one would like to think.

On balance, considerable optimism as fo

our chances of being out of Vietnam in the

relatively near fulure seems warranted.
Unless a drastic crisis should vccur between
now and the next year’s election, President
Nixon appears likely to be able to campaign
on having endad the war. What happens in
Vietnam after this is, of course, anybody’s
guess. d
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that while attending school they should
spend their time bchind the books
_ rather than behind the throttle. To send
these pilots to school costs a consider-
able sum of money and they should de-
vote their full time and attention to that
schooling. . -

Mr. TALCOTY. I commend the chair-
"man and the ranking member and the
full committee for trying to save sonie
" money. I think that we can save consi-
derable amounts of money which are used
in developing flying schools and in cre-
ating flying facilities and in the main-
tenanee of aircraft and facilities if they
_ are not necessary to maintaining flying
proficiency. ’ - .

I simply wanted to be assured that
rated personnel who become students
would be permitted, like other personnel,
to fly, to keep up their proficiency, if they
desired, - .

Mr. MAHON. Mr, Chairman, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Iilinois

(Mr. YATES), . o .

Mr. YATES. Mr. Chairman, I am con-
cerned with the provisions ¢f section 713

(¢). which appecar on page 34 of the bill.
When the Ilouse reads the bill for
amendnient I shall offer an amendment
to change the section by limiting the
power it gives to the President to 60, days
at the end of which {ime he would be
required to come to the Congress to ob-
tain its approval for the additional troops
that he has called up. The reason for
my amendment is that this section gives
the President a blank check. To give him
the right to call to active duty as many
troops as he thinks necessary even
though that number exceeds the manda-
tory troop levels that have been estab-
lished by the military committees of the
House and the Senate and by the fund-
ing of the Committees on Appropriations
of the House and the Senate. What awe-
- gome power to give to the Chief Exccu-
tive and without check. ’

Some years ago when President -Tiu-
man scized the steel companies, the Su-
preme Court decided that he had ex-

cetded his powers as Chief Executive -

having acted without congressional au-
thority. In his decision Justice Jackson
sald: o : :
© We may say that power to legislate for
emergency belongs In the hands of Congress
but only Congress can prevent its power from
sipping through its fingers.

In section '713(c) of this bill, it Is prox
* posed that Congress should relinquish its

power, should let it slip through its fin-'

gers by giving complete authority to the
President to call up as many men into
the Armed TForces as he thinks necces-
sary. Even the gravest emergency should
not provide the Chief Exccutive with
~such power without- congressional ap-
proval. The Constitution gives the Con-

gross the responsihility and the authority -

to raisc armies and to provide the funds
to pay for them. It is a joint responsibil-
ity. Congress must be consulted.

Even the best of Presidents should not
have such power, for all Presidents are
mortal with human failings. If he is a
good President, he will not want such
poiver. If he is a bad President, he cer-
tainly ought not to have it.

If there is any lesson to be learned from

Vietnam it is that the Executive should

not be permitted to act without congres-

sional supervision,
Unfortunately, too often the Congress

‘has deferred in its judgment to that of
the executive branch. Unfortunately, too,

these days the executive branch has come
to asstme that in matters of foreign

policy—especially foreign .policy which.

may lead to wars the Congress is under
the duty to accept the judgment of the
exccutive.branch. - : L

Too frequently the cxecutive branch
Has failed to follow the sage advice of
the late Scnator Vandenburg that the
Congress should be informed and con-

‘sulted before the takeoff and not merely

at the end of the crash landing of an ill-
fated venture. - fo

And, that is the purpose of my amend-
ment: To bring the Congress into the pic-
ture before we are so overcommitted by
the President that it almost impossible
to extricate ourselves, In this day and

.age when wars can break out anywhere

on the face of the globe when it may be
decided that American Armed Forces
should be dispatehed to an arca of con-
flict in order to influence the decision, the
the Congress must be consulted. In a time
when wars need not be declared—indeed
today that formality is rarely ohserved, in
a time when wars can be undertaken
solely by Presidential decision, it is’ of
critical importance that there be con-
gressional review and that such review
occur within a reasonable period.

«T1n1 the absence of.a declaration of
war, the only oversight Congress has of &
Presidential action initiating American
armed intervention is through its power
over the pursestrings. Scction 713(e)
proposes to waive that power and to give
the President the absolute right for the
duration of a fiscal year at least to do as
he wishes with our Armed Tforces ex-
panded to any size he sees is necessary
without having to come back to Congress
for funds to assist such action. ’

I belicve the authority requested is ex-
cessive, arbitrary and unreasonable.

I shall offer my amendment af the ap-
propriate time._ - -

Mr, MAHON, Mr, Chairman, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr, BADPILLO), -

(Myr. BADILLO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his
emarks.) ’

Mr. BADILLO, Mr, Chairman, from
all appearances, President Nixon has
convinced most Americans that he is
ending our involvement in Vietnam and
he is now mesmerizing them with the
illusion of action to end our econgmic
chaos. The defense appropriations bill
before us today offers a prime oppor-
tunity to set the rccord straight on both,
counts. S .

First of all, the President is not get-
ting us out of Vietnam. It is apparent
that he has every intention of maintain-
ing‘ a permanent military presence in

Southeast Asin and of merely substitut- .

ing inereased air warfare for the decling
in ground combat. It is also apparcnt
that the withdrawal of our uniformed
combat forces is being more than
matchied by the escalation of covert ac-
tivitics, particularly in Laos and Cam-

S - ~ STATINTL.
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bodia, under the aegis of the Central

Intelligence Agency, ’
Actually, Mr. Nixon no longer has to

rely on a massive U.S. military force 1

Vietnam. e ohviously feels the Ameri-

can people will tolerate any level of air
combat, rezardless of how much of Indo-
china is laid waste in-the process. And
with the failure of Congress to effectively
prevent the President from conducting a

seeret war through the CIA and through
pald mercenaries, his. freedom to con- .

tinue our tragic involvement in South-
cast Asia remains unchecked.

The fraud of his Vietnam policy is |

more than matehed, however, by the

fraud of his economic policy, as evi-
denced by the bill before us now. The
economic dislocations under which so
many millions of Americans are suffering
are the direct result of our involvement
in Southeast Asia and the continued
dominance of defense spending is our

first national priority. The defense ap- .

propriations bill on which we will soon
vote perpetuates a distortion which not
only has been & prime cause of inflation,
but which also has seriously retarded
our ability to meet urgent. domestic
problems. : :

More than a billion and a half dollars
of this $71 billion- bill is earmarked for
one item—procurement of ammunition
for all Army weapons cxcept missiles,

The committee would have us spend half -
a billion dollars more on ihis item than -

spent last year and this increase repre-
sents fully a third of the total increase in

the bill over last year’s defense money -

bill. If the war in Vietnam is ending and
our troops are coming home, why are we
spending so much more on ammunition
‘for the Army?

Let me read you the paragraph from
page 84 of the committee report. It says
as follows: - .~ - ’

This appropriation finances the procurc-
ment of amniunition for all Army wedpons

. except missiles. It also provides industrial

facilitles neaded for production of ammuni-

tion end items and components, the mod-.

erniation of Army ammunition plants, and
the layaway of Government-owned plants

and equipment at thé time ammaunition pro- -

.duction is completed and where it has been

established that the facilitles -will be re-
quired in the event of mobilization.

Now, Mr. Chairman, let us -analyze
that parasraph to see why we need an-
other one-half hillion dollars more for

© gmmunition for the Army., What hap-

pened to the wage-price freeze? Why docs
it cost that much more money to manu-
facture these items? Do we nced it for
the industrial production—for the pro-
ductionn of ammunition? Do we mean
that after all these years we no longer
have industrial facilities with which to
produce this ammunition? Do we need
it for the modernization of Army am-
munition plants? What is meant by this?

They say that “We want it for.the '

layaway of _Government-owned plants
and equipment at the time ammunition
production is completed, and where it
has been established that the facilities

will be required in the event of mohili- -

zation.” -

Are we preparing to mobilize for some

unknown war, and that is why we have
to spend half a billion dollars more this
year than last year? - :
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O Simply Ineriicientt
(g ANY BELIEVE the most shock-  Defense report on Laos and Cam,
AR ing aspect of the Pentagon bodia similar to one then being
Papers disclosures was the evi- §ece1ved_ on Vietnam. He was -
dence that the Johnson administra- ormed i Apul that such mateuaL
- . o could not be supplied because it -
tion kept information from the would include “highly sensitive in- !
Congress, as well as {he public. formation ou military combat |
Congressional leaders professed operations.” S
concern that the executive had not The senator then requested any |
{old the cntire story of the in- information outside the highly !
volvement in Indochina, or why sensitive” calcgory. Incredibly the -
sctions were taken or even way Pentagon replied that this 100 was =
money was _appropiiated. The impossible and that the Defense
apers themselves, Of course, were Department was in no position to
denled to the SGnaie FOYClgn Re- n‘lake “reﬁab]e” l‘eports ally\vay
lations Committée prior to {heir pecause of a congressional ban on
unauthorized release 1o NCWS® military advisers in the two coub- '
papers. - . tries. : :
: * X X oo . : -
: rwo comunittee aides then went
Congress has decleration of war to Laos, gathered much of the in-
~ guthority and is responsible under formation the panel wanted and
{he U.S. Constifution for providing published it in a report that was
war funds, The indication then that declassified by the State Depart-
congressmen Were denied facts ment, the Ceniral Intelligence -
about events leading up to and ex- Agency and the Péntagon, i
panding the war was rightly con- ——Tiolleving that he had shown that -
sidered an undercutting of 1he  yequested nformation was avail-,
Jegislative pranch by the execi- able, Sen. Fulbright then asked
Aive. that the Pentagon supply monthly
It was expected that the Nixon reports such as the ones his aides
administration would learn some- had compiled. The Pentagon .
thing from the Pentagon Paper ex- general council, J. ¥red Buzhart,
perience and shave information wrote that the Pentagon could not "
and authority with the Congress comply and he had forwarded the
to a greater axtent. Sadly, this has request to the State Department.
not been the case 28 clearly * x % 1
demonstrated by the cofusal bY  Sen. Fulbright believes that the
the Pentagon of & Senate request pentagon has qemonsirated one of'
for information_on the U.E. mili-  {wo things: It is too inefficient to
tary role in Laos . keep up with military develop-
After 9% months of correspond- ments, or it is too. arrogant to
ence, the Pentagon has advised share information with Congress.
Sen. J. William Tulhright, chair- The senator summed up his frus-
nan of thoe Foreign TRelations Corn- tration with the Pentagon with an
i mittee, that his panel cannot be awesome warning: : '
‘supp]ied_ information about the  .pp it does not consider itself
\ number of personnel, air strikes  gccountable to the Congress which

N

and casualties in Laos. provides its funds, it is, in a real
The exchange began jn January and disturbing sense, uncontrol
' when Setl Fulbright asked for a able ...’
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Jn a sarcastic reference to Senator Fulbright and defeat of
the foreign aid bill, Deputy Defense Secretary Packard at 2
press conflerence Nov. 4 said I hope we don't go back to a
Yortress Arkansas posture.” If the Pentagon wants to scc a
real Yortress Arkansas, it should read the specch delivered by
the other Senator from Arkansas, McClellan, the day foreign
aid was defeated. Sen. McClellan said the bill contained only

-one item deserving of sypport—-the $250 million it would .

have authorized for Yast Pakistani refugees. The chauvinism
and isolationism to which Nixon and Rogers covertly pan-
dered, after the UN 'vote on China found uninhibited expres-
sion in the McClellan speech. He called the vote “this jnsult
to America’s good will and unparalleled beneficence.” He in-
serted & table in the.Congressional Record showing that the
U.S. had given $43 billion in aid since World War II to the
“nations which voted against the U.S. on China, "When they
so viciausly bite the.very hand which has sustained them,”
McClellan said, it is time to stop giving them out taxpayers’
- money.” Yhis'is the kind of talk which goes down far beller
in rural and small town Arkansas than Fulbright's idealism.
“Those allacking Fulbright on forcign aid would do well to
consider how, differently the U.S. would look to the rest of the
world il the other Senator from Arkansas were chajtman of
* Senate Yoréign Relations. o .
" “Poreign Aid” A Misnomer S
" Both Scnators from Arkansas voted no when the foreign
aid bill was finally rcjected. But on the way to that final bal-
lot, they voted quite differently. To look at their contrasting
“positions on the various amendments offered is to begin to see
the multiplicity of issucs'involved. - Lumping them 2ll together
in d so-called “foreign 2id” bill gives an erroncous impres-
siop of what the fight was all about. Nor can the various
voles on various issucs simply be classified as “international-
ist” or “isolationist.” Let us begin with the issue of Greece,
which ranked high on the Pentagon’s concerns. The Nixon
Administration programmed $90 million in military aid to the
Grecﬁ.didatorship this fiscal year and $118 million next fiscal
year. The foreign aid bill, as reported out of committee by
‘Fulbright, called in effect for a ban on all military aid to
Greece until free institutions. have been restored. This is in
accord with the 46 to 8 vote by which the NATO Assembly
‘as recently as Sept. 27, called on all the NATO powers to
press for the restoration of democracy. in Greece. Secretary
Rogers, in his Oct. 30 slatement on the defeat of the foreign
aid ‘bill, said we “cannot retreat from the realities of our in-
terdependence with the rest of mankind.” Which represents
such a retreat? The Nixon insistence on aid to the Greek dic-
tatorship, despite the views of our NATO allics, or the Ful-
“bright call for an arms cmbargo? Packard said we might have
to withdraw our 6th flect from the Mediterrancan without
Greck and Tuskish bases. Is that internationalism or’ impe-
crialism? When  the Administration pressed successfully for
testoration of Greek military aid, McClellan voted for it and
Fulbright voted no. B -
Or Ict us take the vote on the Buckley amendment, where
Fulbright was™ allied with the Administration. New' York's
rightist Senator would have cut the $139 million recommended
for a group of UN organizations to $37.5 million, This would

15 Woy 1971
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When Imperialism Masks Teself As Aliruism

’vclopmc;zt program, its Childrea's fund, the FAQ world foo

program, the World Health Organization and the miscrable
pittance. UNRWA. providées for Palestinian: Arab refugces.
Fulbright spoke strongly against the cut, as did Javits, and
it was dcfeated 55 to 28. McClellan voted with Gold-
walcr, Dole, Eastland and most of the Southern Democrats
for the Buckley amendment. But the battle lines shifted, and
the Adoiinistration was dependent on these same right-wing
votes when it came to the heart of the struggle, which was not
over disbursements but over the war-making authority.

The foreign aid bill, as it came from the Fulbright commit-
tee was an.anti-war and an anti-imperialist measure. The for-
cign aid program over the years has provided the fisst stealthy

_steps toward military commitment in Indochina. Programs

first sold as forcign aid were later cited as anthority for armed
intervention. It was therefore natural that the foreign aid bill
should become the vehicle to reverse the process. The Admin-
istration then made it clear that it preferred to veto the bill
and drop foreign aid altogether rather than accept amend-
ments which would force it to wind up the war in Indochina,
Its first target was the Cooper-Church amendment which

~would have prohibited the use of funds for US. forces in

Indochina for any putpose other than withdrawal. Its second
was the Symington-Case amendment to put a ceiling on in-
volvement in Cambodia, which threatens to become a second
Vietnam, \\”hgh the Administration succeeded in knocking
out the fint and weakening the sccond, miany supporters of
foreign aid like Fulbright, Nelsén, Tunney and Hatficld among
others voted 2gainst the bill.

Cambodia-—A New Vietnam? :

The final vote reflected the anxictics triggered by the reve-
lation in the New York Times Oct. 13 that the Joint Chicfs
of Staff were planning the expansion of the Cambodian armed
forces to more than 500,000 men by 1977. This would mezn

putting nearly half the adult male population under arms. Tt '

would also boost aid for Cambodia to half a billion dollars a

year by 1977. Yulbright said that the Administration’s actions,

in planning to transfer the war from. Victnam to Cambodia
and Laos, “strike me as being quite inconsistent” avith the
supposed purpose of Nixon's trip to’ Peking, I think the
longer we prolong the war, and certainly we do so by expand-
ing it in Cambodia,” he told the Senate, “the morc difficult
it will become for the President to achieve any significant

agreement with the Chinese.” The Nixon Doctrine of (in.

Dulles's phrase) “letting Asians fight Asians” to contain

~China for us is cither obsolete or the new gestures toward

continued
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Mr. Fisher is the author of Presxd»nt and Connress: Power!
vand Policy, to be-published by the Free Press in January.

‘According to the Budget and Accounting Procedures Act
of 1950, it is the policy of Congress that the accounting of
‘the: goveérnment provide® “full disclosure -of the results of
financial operations, adequate financial information
needed in the management of operations and the formu-
lation’ and execution of the Budget, and cffcctive control
over income, expenditures, funds, property, and other
assets.” Despite that general policy, it has been estimated
that, in a budget for fiscal 1972 of $229.2 billion, sceret
funds,may amount to $15 billion to $20 billion. ‘
‘Fhe- financing . of the war in “Vietnam 1llustrc tes how
billions can be .spent for programs known to relatively
few Congressmen. In September 1966, President Johnson
expressed his “deep admiration as well as that of the
Anmcrican people for the action recently taken by. the

Plnimpmcs to send a civic action group of 2,000 men to’

‘assist the Vietnamese in resisting aggression and rebuild-
ing their country.” Other announcements from the White
House created thc impression that not only the Philippines
* but Thailand, Scuth Korea, and other members .of the
“Frec World Forces” had volunteered troops. -

" - However, hearings held by the-Symington subcommit-

=" tee in 1969 and 1970 revcaled that the United States had

offered sizable subsidics to countries that involved therm-
selves in Vietnam. It was learned that the Philippines had
received river patrol craft, engincering equipment, a special
overseas allowance for its soldicrs sent to Vietnam, and
additional equipsient to strengthen Filipino forces at honte.
It cost the United States §38 8 million to send one Fili-
‘pino construction batialion to Vietnam. Senator Fulbright
said that as he saw it, “all we did was go over and hire
« their soldiers in order to support our then administration’s
view that so many, ‘people were in s jmpathy Wlm our war
in Vietnam.” - N R

"The Philippine Govunment de'm,d that U. S contubw

; tions represented a subsidy or a fee in return for the
7_sending of the construction battalion, but an investigation

Mr. Fisher’s article is the second of three which
. The ‘Nation is running this fall on the elusive ways

~ whereby accounts are Lept and expenses budgeted,
by the federal government. “Military Bvcmet
Double-Talk Loo}\kcepmn” by Richard F. Kaufman
appeared in the issue of November .1 an article by
Sen. Frank Church on the executive’s power to jm-
pound funds authorized by the Congruss will be '
pubhshcd spon _ ~

- e e

by thc Gcncral Accountmo Office confhmud that “quzd
pro gquo assistance” had mdeud been given. Moreover,
thew was evidence that the. Johnson administration had,

increased otheAB)ﬁpégéa ]:te,t,y R@|§§’§@%66/@5}T5
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_ Government had invested
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Phxhppmcs in cxclmnge for xts comuutmcnt of a battahon’
to Vietnam, -~ S .
" The Symington sub\,ommztlcc a]so uncovcred an agrce-

Royal Thai Government, back in 1967, to tover any ad-
ditional costs connected with the sending of Thai soldiers
to Vietnam. The State Department estimated that U.S.
support to Thai forces—including payment of overseas
allowances—came to approximately $200 million. A num-
ber of other expenses were also involved, such as modern-
ization of Thai forces and the dcvelopmmt of an anti-
aircraflt Hawk battery in Thailand. The Foreign Ministry STATIN
of Thailand denied that the United States had offered
payments to induce Thailand to send armed forces to

Vietnain, but GAQ investigators revealed that U.S, funds

had becn uscd for such purposes as the training of Thai

troops, payment of overseas allowances, and payment of
scparation bonuses to Thai soldiers who had served in
Vietnam. An interim GAO report estimated: that the U.S.
“probably more than’ $260

million in equipment, allowances, subsistence, construc- «

tion, military sales (OHC&.«SS!O“O, and other support to the

Thais for {hair contribution undef the IICU World u’hhtazy
Assistance program tfo Vlctnam :

-~ U.S. subsidies were used once again to facﬂuatg, the
%endma of South Korean forces to Vietnam. Assistance
included equipment to modernize Korean forces at howe,
equipment and all additional costs to cover the deploy-
ment of Xorcan troops in Vietnam, additional loans from
the Agency for International vadopm"m, and increased
ammunition and communications facilities in Korea: To
assure that the dispatch of men to Vietnam would not
weaken the defensive capabilitics of the Republic of
Korea, the Johnson administration agreed to finance the
training of forces to replace those dep1oycd in Vieinam
and to improve South Korca’s anti-infiltration capability.
From fiscal 1965 to fiscal 1970, Korea’s military presence
in Vietnam was estimated to have cost the Umtcd SLatcs
$927.5 million. - | DLt N 3

The legal basis for lhlS ass:stance t6 frec world forccs
in Viefl:am derives from authorization and appropriation

- statutes ¢f 1966. Funds were made available to support

Victnathese “and other free world forces in Vietnam, and
related cosis . .. on such terms and conditions as the
Secretary of Defense may determine.” Jn 1967 assistance,
was broadened to include local forces in Laos and Thai-
land. Reports on such expenditures were subi qnitted only fo

. the Armed. Services and Appropriations Conumittees of

each house. Orc would not know from the gencral lan-
guage of the statutes what type of financial arrangement the
Administration ‘might enter into, or with what country.
Even staff people who had access to the reports said that
they did not know the nature and dimension of financing
the frec world forces until hearmﬂs were held by thc
Symington subcomm;ttm .
Legislation in 1669 and 1970 twhtcned up the lmnv'xrfe
of tho statutes comcwlnt bvadcmo a cciling on the ﬁmds

t}QtIAGB(DB 1601R Qﬁ@&ﬂ(ﬁﬂﬁaﬂd‘ﬂds were

_also established for p ayments of overseas allowances. The

. rnmtinnas
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by Clmr‘les F, Ransom
Of Tho Reglster’s Editorlal Page Staft
FPYHE NIXON Administration was of-
fended by the cheering in the United
: N'xllon General Asmnbly at the assem-
+ bly vote which Jed to the ousting of Tai
{the Nationalist “Repubhc of
" China”). ]
* But for much of lhe \&011(1 Taiwan
»does not have the “good {fuy" image it
has had i the Uzn{cr’ States, hut s re-
garded a8 a usurper to thc name of
 *China” and a troublernaker in east
Taiwan announced regularly its
intent {6 “Iiberate” the mainland hy
‘force, and used vhat forkc 1t could mus-
},tcx .
Besides {Lis open gfoal it {ook part in
a series of seerel wars, mostly with the
help of the United Sta‘ms some at its
instization.
The world laughed in 1953, when the
neophyte Republican Administration in
Washinglon ¢unleashed Chiang Kai-
shek” - that L,, stepped preventing him
from carrying on hostilities against the
}(‘hmesa mainland, The U. S. restzemod
him during the Xorean War: one Asian
Jwar 4t a tnne was more than enough.

f aivran-i3 cd'

Cf Au*h ne

‘1,: But it wasn't {urmy Chiang was
 serious. The .pin-prick raids ﬁom the
offshore islauds to the mainland; the
(heavy conceniration of troops and guas
j on Quemoy, five miles from the main-
,.land the overflights of maintand China
- with ’i‘alwtm—omratcd U2 spy planes
! frynished by !hr United States hecame
q’fxbhc at the time or a bit later,

e 201 S8

%,

- U.S.trained

Rut

}LAKE,&;QNg 1T

they were not all the
Chiang did.

Allen Whiting, one of Amcncas out-
standing China-watchers, picced fogeth-
er the story for the New York Rewew of
Books, Whiting watched Chim from the
U.S. comulate general in Hong Kong
1966-68 and is now a poAltlcal ccmntlsi&
at the University of Michigan's Center
for Chinese Studies, He found ev mencg of
Talwan’s secret wars in the Pentagon
Papers, in new studies of Chmd-lndla
relations, In the memoirs of George Pat-
terson, a British miss 10na1yjomnahbt.
and elsewhere. | * .

It was an abrline based on Taiwan,
financed by the U.S, Central Intol!vg ence
Ageney, which providéd~ raispucd for
sabotage and g,ur'mll
teams sent into North Vietnam in. 185
when Vietnam was legally at peace.

The same airline provided the {rans-
~port for the CIA effort to overthrow lne'
Indonesian governrment in 1933,

Warplancs and transporls
wau aumoppoct arms and supplies fo
Tibetan rebels in the period from 1951
through 1862, though tha méajor fighting
way qmd ly suppressed in 1951 and 1959,
They used refucling bases in Thailand
and flew over India and Burma without
p'ermission Jndia and China each
“theught the planes belonged to the other

“ﬁnleashed”

(4

_ and complained. The Burmese shot one

down, it landed in Thailand and was
identified " as a Chinese Nationalist
bomber from Taiwan,

Taiwan had a secret part in the wars
in Laos and South Vietnam, ioo. Still
another CIA-ﬁnanccd airline was Jormed
in 1080, and a third later In the 1950s,

‘ ',’- [ A‘:- 4‘t)" . :“ -
@\f}.‘x J[' ¥ } 6’“@ ;{

/I:mclcminc aclivity, and also made it

: I
../.u,. ] i @"/ 13 K)

opmxhons Ono job was fcu}mn’ guers;
- rilla paxatzoors trained by the Umtcci
States in Talwan, North Vietnam caught
some of {hem in 1963 and sentenced
them, hut thc efiort continued, Later .
Tan"an more or less openly sent several

dozen psychological warfare men to

South Vielnam, - e,

Eauipment R
Handouls ‘
The United States pald for a lob of this

possible for Tajwan to maintain large
and modern armed forees for a couuhy :
of only 1¥ wmillion pecple. With consids
cevable: pride,- Talwan stopped  laking
» Topen U.S. “nililary ald” some years ’

" ago, but it hax continued to get handouls

I’Lom Tai-. .

and carried on ]cgal comumercial pas-

senger and freight business in Lzos and -

Vielnam, and also clandesting militavy

in fhe form of “excess equiproent” --
including planes, tanks, missiles-and de-
siroyers of not guite 1he Jatest model.

Whiting does not say 0, hut Taiwan
enlarged its sirport ruaways to take .
Ammca 's higgest planes, in the hope of |
replacing Okinawa as base for Ameri-
can sirategic borber ,ah d nuclear‘_
weapons. ' .

There are onl" “about 8,000 Ameucan '
sarvicemen on Tafwan now and routine
U.S. naval palrols of the Taiwan Strait )
have stopped, and still ‘more recently
U.S. overflights of China have stopped. -
,But the US. Taiwan Imhtaxy alhance'
- continuns

Tn words this dhance is defensive.
But Talwan’s record must look pretty:
‘aggressive lo mainland China, Burma,
di i, and other countrics which ]umcd‘,

about it long hefora it became public
know ch'»o in the Unxtnd ,>'ntcs o1

g,

SR8 cmn
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An jntelligent move

. |

"The Nixon administration’s plan to consolidate the

activitics of U.S. intelligence agencies operating abroad
Lt is a step toward further efficiency and economy in this =

vital and expensive bulwark of our national security. °

Under the administration plan, Central Intelligence

Agency director Richard Helms will supervise all U.S. .

foreign intelligence gathering operations. The revamp-

ing holds the promise of reducing conflicting and over-:

lapping efforts by @ plethora of U.S. intelligence or-

ganizations. ;
S Senate Democratic leader Mike Mansficld and Re-
publican Sen. George D. Aiken, both members” of a’

special Senate review panel for CIA activities, have
endorsed the reorganization plah. ‘Spéiking of the need
for centralized administration of our intelligence work,
Sen. Aiken said: ) L
“We've had too many intelligence agencies. Every
agency of government seems to have one — the De-!
fenise Department, the Navy, the Army, and God knows
how many others. 1f ‘you have more than two agencies
of government working on the same thing they always
.. try to undercut each other.”

e The public gets only sketchy indications of the huge
sums spent by government agencies on intelligence L.
gathering precisely because inost such activities are
classified. Onc indication appeared a few months ago
in a Senate Forcign Relations Committee staff report

+. that the CIA spent well over %100 million last year to

i “halt North Vietnamese advances in Laos. ‘

) 1t remains to be scen what economics can be effected

in intelligence agency budgets but it is rcasonable to /
assume that some money can be saved through reduced
duplication of effort and coordinated planning. The
‘main goal, however, is improved efficiency. This coun-

_-try’s economic troubles dictate that we get more mile-,

" age from our intelligence-gathering dollars as from;

her forms of government spending. e

Y . L~ L i e

L < i e e SRy
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Once during lhe coavers ’Jh(}*‘i his hands seemed o

“shake. Hz was fighting his sncrmu or third ciga atiz,
rathar a 10t for th> short tiree he had baen talking., The
nervous edys was peeuliar — it (‘an jibe }'yiih -the Xind

of image Victor Tacchatti had painted of hims elf.
A reallife spy who came In from the cold,
Ceniral IELSUW"’T’C: :
has just authored a beok callzd
noyel purgorls ke show espionage
is, 2s Marche>! experienced it
ar ssmvlast Theziay mo;'ning is

wozk fo; W n"*
What he aescnfm
ardly nerve-frayinz.

.J_
=
=
©'<

Not all spie3 are dashing, na dsome, d:co*m.,' he said
with anti-Jomas Bond certainty, “Tha averaze spy s

merried and [ivas in ths suburbs, be’oncs to the PTa, or

is a scoutry ster.” Marchetti was all of those things, end
1“.dxcateq that his job was equally unaxiraerdinary.
ST W )" KED OUT oz‘ Washington, was permanently

assizned. and oge
seas assl
sgsted in
2s leng as te
‘the Soviets Ware

.Bul most of the time, the ex-agent k
gngavad in cellating ard inferpréting vast suppli
informeton corni ing in from sources all over the glo
i i i _ard uovn hw.\', bxr.uucnnc tediur

lo. headquarters,

asionally went on over-
rs ago we were inter-
might go to -Indonzsia for

better handle on what

\id E*“'ﬁ N

uoto

ten

‘national sﬁcunf‘ ms’ﬂ( ofmn"ke 'wstlaferv

“Tre bulk of the information acquirea today is through
satellites, o;er}ve“f' sensars, ana electronic sensors.” Mar.
cheitl  sald, 1y bn mar nm mistrazs - mys-
tiguz that o : ll.\,xat He add: 4
much adchtlo noodi

on co g8 thr oUg
and oFt'lcnl an
pI‘O”’d"‘ O

FIDGETING RESTLESSLY, the aspiring wrifer smiled
1cI partialiy amended his de-romanticized l"eres_v."

“Maybe 10 per cent” of all the people engaged i
i ack ies. But of these, 19 out

diplomnacy. They try
country where theyre
.- . DN

to acquire
working."
To the
where,
very,
that their
like fishing -— you throw them out and sooner or luler
" you get a strike” .o -

spy-niovel afficionados every-
amphasized  that there area
O‘/t‘.l\""b withouf cover, and

disiliusionment of
however, Narchetiti
very few agents living
cor\trabmlfx. is of marginal value.

No clue to the sucaker's own unsase emerged as he
- discussed bis idea for the bLook. “I was just sitling around

Ctalking with another agent. We were saying that things in
the zwenu' were  so serewed up that it woulda't bo
sur' ising fo find that .a Russion was ru 'u'mf U Ve

meant it 85 a joke, o‘ cot 1rse, out that's

‘began”
CWITH TR PUuL""A’I‘TO"' of Rope Dancer,”
- Marchelti lerminated a long, distinguished career swith the

uT‘Q

gootl, 8o wihy di id e qaﬁ" .
“T'd lost a great c'e'd
policies, If I couldn’t be

of faith in the agency and iis
leve in i, 1 Cou!cnt‘serve it,” he
said sounding more like a campus politician than a
hartdbitten “.sw" In truth, Marcheitl left for a varisty of
reasons, som2 of them intriguing for the insights thev
lend to the arcanz workings of the CIA

While
government is s
defense, He 1a02
each waor  ond

(413

ling fa excess of what it should for
the 35’) billion poured
Y RBiThan mara Far

into * defense’

$Hn Yiatma—a

NTEr

BY POLK U\F,::o'sﬂ .

“It's ku'd of

whcre the *\oo.\'

: CIA. He was assistant to the director of the entire agency
when he resignad, ‘and - prospects for the. fulurs iere

aruApgreve.d ForRelgase 2000/05445

P

cgeverniments

.

at nome, “It'$ ridiculous overs
like two guys standing across the streel from
mm tmggexs on morlara, cannons, and rockets.

i it,” he said, loopm.. his tie,

w" H_w YVIZW, th: same kind of thinking that !e‘I to
the arms buildup is reflected in the structure ¢l the
medernCIASILs too big, tds co:,*lj, with ton much mili I‘j
influence.” DMarchetti says the quality of
product - geod data — has bzen diluted

osurd with tne p.oohms
m!l. We'rs
each other
We don't nee

(

“We need more coatrol ffom within .the organizaiion, -.nd
rmorse dirgetly from the cutside.” . '
" Separately, Marchettl condemns the “cold war mentali-

ty” that colors much’ of the CIA's thinking. and translates

to peor estimates of the international situaticn., “Cuba i3
the perfect example,” he said eagerly, recounting the
m'sguided thinking that fed the U.S. lo, back *Battista
2gainst Casiro under the mistaken assumption that most
Cubans also weare anti-Castro. - - .

Then, he savs, when* Castro won after all, the US. .
labeled him a .Marxist and forced him into Russia‘s
erbrace, “That's what's wrong swith Vietnam and Laos
today,” Marchettl continues, ‘we're tf*ym“ to  suppori

not repr esenmtivc of the people.™

ALMOST TO THE end of hh reasons for rgammx._ from

the CIA, the cheerful povelist finished c!resa'.‘fg, and
readied hvmsﬂxf to face answ ::: rigorous publicity tour,
Aad still he eluded any indication of why he seemad
slizhtly. eday. o . :

“p distiked the eclandesting' atmosphere one_ finds in an
corganization like the (,L'.," he S'mI fine :['/mU the list.

Chat bothiers m2 most §s when oomn guys gol rostless in

‘the CIA and military intelligence a few yeurs age. With.
grougs like the SDS, the {‘?Lu: P.!m'thf:'rs, and wilk cm]
unrest inc general, peugle in the CIA began lo wonde
what they should do about 1. ) o
Drawing on yel another cigargite, Blacchetti expinined

thet such interaal disorders
tha‘ FBU or the arm), n

ciferous minorit ty of the azanis
h. calls them — beban to
should do the work.”

THIS RATIONALE could lead to trouble 21 ham
as it already has in numerous small couniries ¢
pockmarked by CIA interfereace. Marchsiti disiy

trand.ne and resigned. €

Gathering papers together o go rmeet his
“local. representative, hé mentioned that e was
that. he no longer is associated with an cuiit insin
in th conJucL of the Vietnam war. He feols con:
froe as he talks with his 17-year-old son, almcest of
fizht the war, and a hearty disbelievar in it =

His ‘elean conscience has besn tempered by
budgetary “regrets, however. I ha ‘

he v,anlec to go on to college,
way 1 did, by working his x&a_
regrets ft wat he has to be care
wile's s requests for nevr living roosm 1
The pmb{dm is that in Ie%mg the C
within i, Marchelti was e«<ercising an
at least uncommeon in "11-)' ar-olds
three childrgn. He left a 323.C00-a-v
promise of subStantial!y more
kpowns of a writers life,
Marchettt is morally at peac
preu:nlv the-key to his rﬂstlces ;sq

th IA W%gﬁommg 15 n ras 99 ms ?teo ‘Id .

PN ey I

;nco*n non 1d

- with a wil
ear  job, it
scon, for the .vagu!

-
@

Tl eodha aer
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~crearn
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chto r MalChEttl was in

Dayton foday feeling. a little,

etter about the futun. of the

: Cenna! Imelhoonce gency

ot than “hE*RAS N ThE pﬁ:l fcw
nQonth)

. Marchetti, 41, '-wo'rked for
the agency 14 years. He left it
two years ago and wrote a spy

{ novel, “The Rope Dancers,”
which, he says, looks at the

" intelligence business realisti-

- cally.

.+ He-also has been criticiving
:. the agency, charging that it is

- too big, teo \\astotul is domi-
U nated bvthemilitaryand

.
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lacks' adequate congy essxona!
controls.

WHAT MADE Marchetti at
least somecwhat satisfied, if
not happy with the agency,
was the announcement from
the White House last week that
the agency’s director, Richard
Helms, has been given in-
creased authority to coordi-
nate and streamline the coni-
plicated U.S. intelligence com-
munity.
made in intelligence spending.

Marchetti does pot exactly
take credit for the action, but

Some cuts will be,

> he said it vindicates the vosi- -

->

~anilitary,

&

e 1 @ 7 A ction

tion hu ha°\ bocn takma in

_interviews and radio and (de N
“vision appearances.

Marchetti estimates that the
U.S. intelligence community

involves expenditures of about

$6 billion yearly and the ef-
forts of 75,600 to 209,000 per-

sons, depending upon the defi-

nition.

HE SAID he feels
billien to $2 billion could be
cut from the spending. Much

the so-called action
which invelve par-
psychological war-
.and. political action -as

against
clements

fare.

A

mg Wf@ \:é\

-} beginning

o;;pdscd to t1e classxcal mtclh-
gence function of oathenno
and analyzing information.
He said the agency started /
o its own “pm ate war” in Laos,
in 1962, with U.S.
spcndmﬂ runnnw SJO') m.lhon
‘ yefl‘l'llie sanme kmd of thmu
;i happcncd in Guatemala, the
P Dominican Repubhc and
Cuba,” hesaid, T 7

et it
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of hiscriticismisleveled .
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Jtm,ph Alaops xamd and 11"151,41t1)1g re-:

flections- on the motives of senators who
voted against the foreign ald bill a week

apa ‘Friday make -very -little sense, Provi- -
«sions, for the :military isecurity of - South .
¢ Vietnam: are largely: contained in:ihe de--

{énse budget, not the foreign

-aid- budget,

.. and: moreover -the -hotly-disputed items

wwith e little  congres

: (u'u:ludm*r thie operation of

havc “to -do with aid to Cambodxa and
Lao.:

i1 “undeclared" is-the word ror the ‘war
;n Vietnam, “sec_ret” is the word for the

- war:in Laos and Cambodia. Millions .of

American dollars :continue to be.spent,
;sional  oversight, . for
rarssive ‘bontbing; for secret C %‘antxvmm
T ‘1‘1

the hiring-of mercenaries). .

»dt is.worth recalling, since it throws
. }01}16 little light on the foreign -aid vote, .
- “that when Prcsndent Nixon in May, 1970;-
' jthmst American forces
l :dld not bother ‘to:consult or inform the -
Senate beforehand. ‘Even when the ‘Senate
intended to restrain’

into Cambodia he

as.;ed resolutions

cxecutnw warmaking, the spirit and letter

of - those - recolunons was. -defied in an

. mvasuﬁn of . Laos. — this. time . by, South

\,

~V\etnambse soldlexﬁ ndmg m Amencan
' hCIlCOptt}TS

Thers, are | IOO-U scndtors a lax

mammty ofwrhom- nmv behem, for-better -

?ﬂr worse: that this unmntroll*d' actlvxty

3g Indochma must bc brcugnt to’an end -

- qulck}y

: nund

STATINTL

';ﬁ

’Ihey have sought {o get the
message across repcatedly, by ever
means short of denying appropriations
Their impatience is symptomatic of a Sen:
ate mood. that neither Mr. Nixon nor Mr
Alsop seems Lo understand — a mood tha
can. hardly be ‘explained by’ the mer
mfluencc of two senators.

As has been said before, a 'whole mix-
ture of factors explains the defeat of the
foreign aid bill. In retrospect, however, the
essential one is the Senate’s weariness
with the President’s determination to kecp
as much: American force and money in
Indochina as long as possible. That colli-

—Sion of judgments, which is largely to be
and

explained by differences between the con-
stituency and constitutional responﬂbm-
.ties of the President and the.Senate, does
not lend itself to such simple-minded ex-
planations-as Mr. Alsop’s. — that Senators
Fulbright and ‘Mansfield want to “loge”
the war. Nonsense. By standards  an-

. nounced from time to time by Mr, Alsop,

the. war is already “lost,” or should be.
Yet withdrawal and Vietnamization, which
he 50 much feared at the boumnmg, has
apparently brought the war — in his viev
at-least — to.lhe verge of a successful
‘conclusion. By: that logic, completing - the
job -of: dmengagement would perfect the
good result. That-is.just what Senators
Mansfield and ‘Fulbright seem- to have in

- Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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'lhe fmal qhdpe ui Im mgn aid wﬂl ;
“be decided within the' next few days -
-on the floors of both Houses of Con-
guss and any prognosis. of what it -
will be must necessarily await the _
“under *

possibility of somelsaults
Whlte House pr essure.

" As the bill left the Senate roreign

Relations Committec, however, it was -

‘two bills, and the Admlmstrahon
was- clearly the losu in its runhing -
_battic with 1ihe. Senate ‘Fulbright
school. “We” are not satisfied, the

President’s press. ‘secretary, Ronaldf
I(We!’ do

F, Zieglery ‘told newsmen.
not behcwc ‘it is enough to meet the
-President’s policy. Mz, Ancglet s pro-
nouncement well may have ‘assured

passage of the bill or
stantially the present form, for it is
Pprecisely on the matter of presiden~
tial policy, rather than the sums to
be authorized, that the Senale ma=

Jority now . has the bit “in its tceth’

and is reluctant to let go.

The current bills authorize ex-
roughly

penditures of $2.3 biilion,
$1.2 billion less than the Pzesxdent
wanted and $700 million less- than
was in the bxl] the Senale defeated

a weeck ago’ Friday, 41 to 27. But it

is not in the amounts alone that the

bills in Sub=<
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bills come down hard on the side of - :

the Senate in its latest Towdydow
with the White House.

The bills would separate economic
and military assistance, as should
have been done long ago, thus as-

surmg tuat a zcc1p10nt ndtlon b ne .
for ‘butter will not be measured by
s eagerness for guns — and its will-
mgne%,to use. them at the whim
either, of an authoritarian regime or.
-at the urging of the US State Do-.

.-pdltment ‘the CIQ ol the Pentagon

*The mlhtaly aid bill, indeed, spo-- -;
cifically wipes out the CI’& program |
_for financing “volunteers” in Laos, f
~as well ‘as olther outside mercenaries ]‘
“elsewhere, It also imposes -2 spend- |
ing limit of $341 million for nuht"lry i
activities in Cambodia, This is all |
the Administration _had asked, but’
" the ceiling was unposed almost
pointedly, as an expression of the
~’Conimittee’s determination to pre-.
“vent a later transfer of funds for
what the Adn}lmauatlon mlght le-
gald as an emergency, i
About half of the p'oposed au- |
thorizations, $1.1 billion, is for eco- ‘
nemic and humanitarian md includ- :
- ing $250 million for Pakistan refugees
and $139 million for the United
‘Nations. There may be some increase
in these funds, for. they are inade-
quate. But the in-fighting will be on
the military bill, especially “since it
incorporates the ‘Mansfield amend-
ment setting a six~-month deadline for
total US withdrawal from Indochina.
The chips are down now, with the
_Senate, as its critics right along have
"~ been demandmg, asserting its right to
be heard, not told, by the White
House. The next few days should be
interesting ones .

‘Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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e two measures if their fotol!
added up io somewhere hery
tween $2.328 billiov and §2.9
hillion.

The two bills reporied out
vesterday: ’

o A $1.144 billion cconomic!
and humanitarian eid author-
ization. This includes $250 nsil-
lion for development loans,
$175 million for techaleal as-
sislance; $223 million for the

frelicf and 6180 million for the
United Nations.

o A 81,125 Dbillion milifavy
aid  authorization, which® in-
cludes $350 millien for mili-
fary aid granis, $135 million
' {or warrelated economic sup-
porting assislance (of which
P65 million is esrmarked for
(IsracD) and $300 million for
(foreign military  credit sa]usl
(with  §300 wmillion in arms,
credit authority earmarked for,
Isracl), The biggest culs were;
in this arca. - o |l

An unusual feature of com-
mitlee voling was the use by
Scolt of a proxy from Kar]l 1.
Mundl (3¢5.12), who has been
ahsent frone the Senale for
jtwo years because of illness
yand has never appeared on the

By Spencer Rich
washinglon Post Stafl Wiiter

The Senate Forcign Re-

Iations Committee vofed
unanimously yesterday fo
revive foreign aid, hut only
after splitting it into {wo
separate economic and mil-
itary assistance ‘bills aud
slashing more than $1.2 hil-
Yion from DPresident Nix-
_on’s $3.6 billion request for
this year.

The {we hills, totalling:floor during that poriod,
'$2.229 - hillion in authoriza-!I\Iundt’s proxy was decisive in

tions, are intended as an “in-jan 8-{o7 committee vole fo
terim” subsiitule for the $2‘9:pack_age_}z‘.l_manitz;.riap and ceo-
billion measure rejecled ])\’;11011].10 aid logether, instead of
; . o ’ “jleaving  thoem separate and
the Scnate Jriday by 2 41 10 having a total of three bills,
27 vole. The military BHill contains
~White Housce Press Scere-:a $341 million ceiling on aid
tary Ronald L. Ziegler told re- to Cambodia, which the ad-
porters immedialely after {he Ministration has now said it

iwill accept, after threatening
;a veto of the eavlier eaid
| measure over an idenitical pro-
vision. Although it is only
sceking $341 million in funds

commitlee aclion, “We are not
satisficd with that level. 1t is
not suflicient {o meet the cs-
~senlial elements of the Presi-
denl’s policy.” e added, “You

. for Cambodia ald, i & .
cmay quote the President” that po:;ﬂ(i '1' ccfﬂh?'f(hixl]t J;;S,\ Ol;)t.
{ v ¢ - & [SHEE

~the $2.329 Dillien figure “is in-
sufficicnt.”

Senate . Minorily  Leader
Tiugh Seotlt R-Pa) 1old report-

~wanicd to swilch
femergeney reasons, ;
State Departinent. spokes-

, man Charles Bray said yester-
crs that he belicved the com- ; Voo me :
¢ d the con day, in the first such assur-

“mittee had reporvted-.out the . !
£l rance yet given by the admin-

best bills it could, given the, hg S . ;
decp disagreements within j¢ +istration, that Cambodia aid

‘gver the aid proZvan. ' 1)1’0_@{1.‘31115 “ha\:e come close .to
But he said he would offc].'!?].‘m,ﬁ' peak and will be declin-’
floor amendments to raise (he g The 53¢l million celling
fotal, although not all the way Va8 905}5“‘?@ to head off a sus-
to 2.5 billion azain, beeause | pected increase, '
that would simply risk an.| Other important. provisions
other rejection of the program | approved by the commiltze
by the Senate. He said he he. yesterday  would limit  C1%
lieved he could count ‘oni operations in Cambodia; re-

more for

Alliance  for TPiogress, $'250l
{ millionn for Takiszlen refugec

. except

basic Stale Depertinenf ex-
penses; bar use of U.S, funds
for outside rmmevcenarics to
fight in North Vielnam, Thai-

land or Laos (tus wiping out Ahat the higher Tigure bad no

a CIA program ol {incneing
Thai “volunlecrs” in Northern

Taos). Senate Majority Yieader||

Mike Mansfield’s end-the-wer-
jn-siz-nonths amendiment also
is in the bill. '

Desplte committee approvaliiy "y ave cach of the separate
the aid program still faces

serious obtacles, Foreign Re-
lations Commitice Chairmean
J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) and
somie other former aid support
crs who voted against the bill
on the floor last ¥riday still
have serious reservations aboutl
the use of military assistance
as o {ool to “bribe” polentia
allics and still fear that aid o
Cambodia may lcad {o decper
U.S, involvement and a long.
term financial drain.
Traditional foes of high for-

| eign spending may not be {ully!

assuaged hy the commitiec’s
big slashes.

In the House, which has al-
ready passed a $3.4  billion
authorization bill, the wliole
jssue will have to come to the
floor again, Yoreigu Affajrs
Corunitice Chairman Thomss

¥ Morgan (1)-Fa) said yestor-
day it will be hard to get both
bills through the lHouse separ-
ately, since cconomic aid has
always pigg ‘backed to passage
on the shoulders of military
aid. '

Yven if the authorizations
pass both chambers the pro-

gram could face new culs in
the appropriations cormnit-
{tecs. Senale Appropriations

Committee Chairman Allan J.
Ellender (D-T.a) said yester-
day he couldn’t envision his
committee voting out more

‘than $2 billion to 2.2 billio
{1 $2 bill te §2.2 billien
in actual approprictions.

Befere taking final action
yosterday, the commitiee de-
feated, 10 to &, & proposal hy
Sens. Jacob X, Javits (R-N.Y.),
‘Clifford P. Case Gi-N.J) and
John Sherman  Cooper  (R-
Zv.) 1o approve o flat $2.4 bil-
Yon in & single bill, and iu-
clude language baring any
funds in the bill from being
used for Cambodia and J.aos
for the purpose of
sisting in withdrawal of U5,
forees from Indechina,

Javits told reporters hefore
the meeting that he would

: CIA-RDP80-01601R0

> he hoped it didn't indicale a

seck a $2.9 billion aulhoriza-d
tien, bul Case said the three
shaved the figure lo  §24
billion when it beeame clear

chance.

E Fulhreight and the bulk of
Commitine Demoerats oppoesed
the Javits-Case-Cooptr  pro-
posal beeause they favored a

dthree-hill approach - seeking

t

lportions of the prograra fly on
liits own -— and a lower total
ifigure, $2.058 bitlion. \
“ The commitice fivst voted
9 to 7 for a three-hill system,
{then voled 8 to 7 lo join cco-
Inomic and humanitarien aid.
17t went down cach separa’lei
litcm in the two final hills, and
ll,lepublicsms won enough in-
lereases to push the final two-
libill total to $2.320 billion, Scott
'said bhe favored a single pack-
age for fear military or eco-
nomic aid portions might be
defeated 1f sent o the {floor
alone, in a threebill system.
“Deputy Seeretary of Defense
| David Packard, in a staternent
vesterday, blasted defeat of
‘{the- earlicr bill, saying (in a
vefercnce to Tulbright) that

‘desire (o return tlo
Arkansas.” ,

 He declined (o link the bill’s
[defeat g any possible slow-
down of U.S. withdrawal from
Vietnam, bul in cmphasizing
{he necd for mililary aid to.
LS, allies, said the U.S. Navy
would have to pull out of the
Mediterrancan  witliout  the
support of Greeee and Turkey.

. ]
“Toriress.
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Australia Is Said fo Pfczz«i{ to Aid

| I Treining Cambodian T'roops

snectal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov., 2—
Australia has agreed to provide
instructors - and  facilities “in
South Vietnam for the training
of ‘several battdlions of Cam-
bodian troeps, informed sources
said today. )
- William ‘McMahon, the Aus-
tralian Prime Minister, who is
Avisiting Washington, was re-
ported to have discussed the ar-
rangement today with President
Nixon. The two leaders met for
nearly two hours at the White
House.

About 125 Australian instruc-
tors will reportedly train the
Cambodian troops at Muidat, a
_|jungle warfare training center
near Saigon, as part of an al-
lied effort to enlarge and equip
the Cambodian Army.

The Australian instructors
will remain behind  after the
departure of the 8,000 Austra-
Han troops currently serving in
South Vietnam. Mr. McMahon
announced in August that all
Australian combat units would
be home by Christmas.

The Cambodian armed forces
now number approximately
180,000, according to American
sources, compared with the 38,-

000-man force - that was 'in
existence in March, 1570, &t
the time of the overthrow of
Prince MNorodom Sihanouk asg
Chicf of State, The goal for
1972 is 220,000 men.

A total of 60 battalions of
Cambodians have been trained:
so far by the South Vietnainese
in South Vietnamn and have
been equipped - by the United
States. Five other battalions
have undergone training in
Thailand and three others wwere
given instruction by Centrei In<
telligence  Agency units”® in
southern Laos last spring.

Charles W, Bray 3d, the State
Department  spokesman, €on-
firmed today that the United
States was discussing the pos-
sibility of assistance for the
Cambodians, iucluding  the
training of Cambodian troops.
He said that no final decisions
had been reached. “

Mr. Bray said the discussions
had preceded and were in no
way related to the rejection of
the foreign aid authorization
bill by the Senate last week.
Australia is expected o cover
the expenses of the training

program herself.

/
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N ;‘u;‘ V-«“T‘\”’:( Q}L.\’ B biirdet der Wirtschafe Iﬂc'iieﬁs.zusitz- :
[@‘i’_ﬁ[f’[}qﬂ'é‘i\“[vl‘ﬁ“{&'} liche unertrigliche Lasten auf, welche
’ | e ‘ dic Vcnvirklichung‘ der sozialékono-

Eﬁ;ﬂdsive’ Laoa ' " mischen Programme  der Regierung
© Indita Gandhis spfxr_'bm' verlangsamt

Die bevaffneten Zwischenfalle an haben,

der indisch-gakistzu.ﬁschf:nl Grenze Es glt bereits als offencs Gehejm-
haufen sich. Dic pakistanische Armee -

c Lo A nis, dal sich dic amerikanische Ge- |
hat in Ostbengalen Sttcntx.;aftg YOR heimdienstzentrale CLA  verstarkt in
80000 Mann an der .Grenze zu e

) U ! “hat. Die US-Ge-
Indien zusammengezogen. Indien be-

fidic ’ ) sellschaft  , World Airways*, die
tief 600 000 Reservisten cin und traf ebenso wie die , Air America® und
andere  MaBnahmen zur  Verteidi-

Lo e ur . nContinental Air - Service® in Laos
gung, thn)xcrmznzszcr Indira Gandhi “eine verbappte CIA-Fitma ist, be-

Pakistan engagiert

crklarte, jhr Land unternchme ', allcs

Erdenkliche, um einen bewafneten
Konflikt zu vermeiden®, :
Die Kricgsgefahr auf dem Sublkon-
tinent, wo etwa ¢in Fanfrel der
Measchhzit Iebt, ist eine Folge der
blutigen Ereignisze in Ostpakistan.
Als dieser Landesteil, der fast 2000
Kilometer durch indisches . Territo-
rium von den westlichen Provigzen
getrennt ist, seine Autonomie dugch-.
scizen wollte, entsandte (e Zentral-
tegicrung jn Westpakistan im Marx
1971 Truppen, Sie cosdckten  mip

fordert Truppen von West- nach
Ostpakistan. Bereits in diesem Som-
mer  trafen  amerikanische Militze-
berater ein, die wie in Laos der US-
Botschaft zugeordnet sind und eincn
diplomatischen  Status haben. Wic
kirzlich  Scnator Edward Kennedy
crklirte, licfern die USA - trowz
gegenteiliger Vcrsidrcrungen_ - Waf-

fen urid Munition nach Pakistan ung -

heizen damit dje Spannung in dic-

sem Gebiet weiter an,

Auf der UNO-VOIIV«:tsammIm]g hat
vBenminister Gromyko dic Hal-

Wafi’eng’ewalt den \Vk{erstand in der tung der Sowjctunion deren Frie-
Gstlichen \Iércmonid die von der Bour- densverhandlungen schon 1985 dea
gcorsie estpakistans - als' innere pakistanisch-indischen Kricg beende-.
k_olome.b.ctrad)tct- uld ausgebeutet ten, dargelegt: ,Wir sind davon
Vird (siche avch ,Dic aktuelle NBI- tiborzeunt daB nur aufvdcm Weee
. _ o,k . M e (=354 o
ﬁ:ge ™ /72;‘)““ Koaflikt in Pa_kixstan—, ciner politischen Regelung der in
Um de . ‘ '  Ostpakistan  entstandenen Fragen
™ den Verfolgungen und Repres- oo, cinc Entspannung in dicsem
salien der Armee zu entgehen, ergol} Gebiet cercicht werden ci:am Dic
sich ¢in Strom _ostpakistanischer Flachtlinge missen nach Ostpakistan
Flu_chtlmgc Sber dic Grenze nach zurickgebracht  vrerdens aber  das.
Indien —~ vor allem in den .Unions- witd nur dang msglic‘u’ ';iu wenn
gf‘"’t \cht”?“galen' Noch immer dort ihre  Sicherhei gewaheleistet
tten Biglich crwa 30000 Men- ist* Andrej Gromyko gab der Hoff.
schen. Inzwischen vuchs ihre Zahl nung Ausdruck, daf »Selbstbeherr-
auf insgesamt fast yehy Millionen schung und Vernpnfe die Oberhand
Menschen an, die meijst in primitiven behalten werdeg® :
Lagern kampieren. Ihce Versozgung Jen Wilten ) /

»

oor - | ( | 1601R00 1-2
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an assiduous Nizon-w “u.h ), u prob-

" Unless you are Y,
ably don't, Mot do many An mw.w, JeINCI LY (} S prom-
'|

ises of carly victory that- Yresident . Nixon niade af the
timie of his- “incursion” a yoar a and a hell ago. } there

‘ ,v-'ho do remember—in pamc,ul\u, Sen. I‘J'LL
Mansfield, S ,)Lﬂ}';’nu a preamable of his own, e i'}3;ri<xi
in the (o;mrewmm Record ((,mo‘wr 13, pp. 816251

162 m\ a series of three articles Cauﬂ_\odiﬁ:, written
by T. Do Alimap for the Imuu'vsmr Gurz'o'ifzf:, which
show up M, Nixon as a peetless master of bamboonrte-
ment, and a majority of the American pvoi; political
dupes. MNot that ﬂwy are Ju“«pulﬂe of unde ding but

1585
rotr
sld

ratad
that they are 5o Wi eppbd up in their persenal concerhs

that it is easy to viclim

In his introduction, ansiield pmms out tm., befose’
the invasion and the .\,uhlu of Sihanouk, not oue
cent of American aid was gomrr to Cambaodia, Now we are
well started on our first bitlion of military rxd cconomic

ive ﬂh 1.

.suppmt without the sl:gh cst indication of when vee shell

¢ able to get the Lon Nol regime off our backs.. Without
our support, that so-called government v/ rould fall apert

within a f-" v wesks, o
-While Sihanouk was clinging {o power, his country
_was at p{’?“-,'l... Ji was a peace as lnccmca-h as Sihanoul's
tenure, but the prople lived without fe ar of looting, rape,
destruction of their homes and sudden death. Sinall areas

on the Cambodian-South Victnemese border were con-
trolled by the North Vistnamase or Victeong, who by all
the avajlable evidence bzhaved in a ¢iv 1117 4 nanner.
How the Cembodians are at the mercy of the South Vizt-
namese who, sul,yomu by Armerican a'uUw) end elr’

povier, rencw th fo, ays, end are feared and h“‘”i by
‘the Cambaodians, whom they regard as hnf'ltcry cnemics
and lg i'l[ulﬂ"‘ victims, And, to cap the irony, cnony

“sancivarics” now comprise the greater part of Cansvodia.
Aliman shows thet this ruinous reversal was engineored

by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, which continuas

‘stoogu for Washinglon's

to make tire Cambodian p:o,) e its pawns in the unrerait-
ting quest for v,l'*toxy ju Indochina, In 1963 the CiA
was suppoiting enti-Sihanouk insurgents and Sihauouk
sent the whole American milssion p:'c‘\'mﬂ thus c‘epm'xncf
the CIA of its covér, Tn 1969 diplomatic relations we
resumed, with the understanding that the CIA would nm‘
retorn. Put, although the State Department tried fo ad-
hese to this agreement, the CIA transmitted promisos of
upport to the anti- ,:n}mwcnﬂ' elements and, when hostili
ties broke out, sent fsams- of lzotian mmc"nau s into
Canibodia, along with Cambodians tia ined In South
Victnam. ]0”“{1;\ , these supplemented the open Ameri-

- can invasion, which ]Q\t"d o5 c-mo'uu, end in which 350

Americans died and hundreds of othors were woundad.
AN of this was done to save Cambodia for the “Free
World,” Sihanonk having mads it clear that he would not
2finition of th?t tern. MNow Lon

1 no Jonger “play the, game of

Nol has declared that he wi
democracy and freedom,”
the war we are paying }mn to fizht. The idiccy of our

nee ﬂmt interfores with \/ll"ulub.

T&TI&IT&_
§1 1RO
Arcrican aid to the-Lon Mol fac ction in Cambodia is

largely clendestine. Visible expenditures, such as the U.S)
“appropriation of $235 million in fiscal 19/1,.1(1 the

I‘SjIO miilion wqu«,qtvd by the Admninistration for 1972, -

arc estimated by Allman to amouat fo less than half the
total, The cost of U.S. bambing in Carmbodia and of
U.S. tactical support, the .cost of training thousands of

Camvoedian {roops bxond are not mc]vu*d Alliman
estimates that, while the United States is ostensibly with-
deawing from the region, the cost to the American tax-

. payer alone will amount during the next cleveén rionths
to mbout $1 Lillion—and with no cnd in sight.
The Cambodianization of the war is a fmvfl Wllhout

active Asnerican military support, ti‘“ Lon Mol and Thica

military cffort would collapse. Within the past fow wee.\’s
American TV has carrisd pictures of Anterican 8-inch
cannon fiing at- Communist positions, and American
patrols golug into action to protect Cambedian (01 South
Vwm.mlcm) roqltlons along the Carobodian-South Viet-
namese border. Bvery wi c,k, s usands of tons Of cxplo-
sives  are dropm d on suspeuied cn riy centers. On
October 18, U.S. Air Foree J(’tq flying jn support of
South Vietnamese troops near tho Camboedian border,
killad eighteen ARV soldiers and wounded others, This
was a mishap, but when the USAY Is more stucegssiul, lmf
media tell tall storics. of scores of Commuaist dead, while
the South Victnamese sufler only light casualties.

There is also a well-founded suspicion that American
advisers are working with the Cambedian forces, and that
their role will increase. Newsweek (Octou’ 18) quotes
an American d'p‘um"t in hnom Penh: “T pressure to
increase the military presence here is very strong. 1]*1’rc
are simply too many oflicers Josing thelr jobs in Saigon.
“These men are worried about their careers, and you c’owt
beeome a go*'lal by sitting behind a desk in ‘y/amw g-
ton.” What with the promotion-hunger of the. mili falj,
the machinations of the CIA, and the ha 1bitual deceptions

of the A(nmm\[ -ation, the Amqm,dn people arc once more
being led by the nose deeper into Southcast Asia,

il
e
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Pcter
South Ea

ne nan
War for mo de . His
reporting varied acco-
¥ ! { yand
Sigma D¢ )
p‘vision H {
; o

nam. U X interviswed him ¢
after his return to New "ork,
asked him about the nature
drug Lrav'\c tnere

oI L L,

P

tommveryone is against the use of heroin
or at I¢ast they say they are, ;‘L:;ocyonﬁ
the basic jdea that peo ,) Ie take heroin
because their life is a nmer, there are
only a lot of C.“:x“ 5 and counter-
charges about who is letting /help-
II‘O/*)\;S”I‘]"/OT prefiting  from. the
heroin trade. s ' .
We think that the heroin trade is
t}pl_cal 1ssue of our time. For exam; die,
how is it th"f heroin can be transported
‘thousands™of miles over all so:m o {ob-
stacles to poison miliions, while we
annot possicly figure out 7*0” to get
focd tosta »Sw peopic?
Wehopetodoas &1i"‘5 of ar

a

varicty of vizws and evid snee.
tarted with South Fas: /

l\.“x ¢ [4Y
is the largest scurce of
¢

cpium in the

world; (mJ a!so becanse the heroin
usage by Arnes can scldiers In Vienam
has ied to increased in ’orx ation cn this
issue becoming available, such as the

confidentia l°0vcmm nlcocum ais
that we partia 1 r reprint here

Wedo ro l dn#é R éal ¥

onc who has information, documents,
ul Mele e w‘.h. it

,-

— Osoe ~~§0 et

sczics of a:t:c‘cs with Zernard
Gavzermaboui the herein traffic in;
South East Asie and the ways that!

heroin gots to US ti'oops in Viet-

‘course, it led toi commit

19000705

e e EANAA Cr

7

~pt s ey

u
[
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i
sentia ty f pohf.i«:.":i reasons —as.a
political necessity,

Now, \.Ly is

At the beginning of the-"60's, South
East Asia wasseen as gre atly threat-.
ened by Communist China, Thera-was
great fear that rc»’o!uti .‘-.ry warby
peopte’s armies would sweep across

naitand,

i tnam.'l

Lormo\u and all the rest, So the Ameri-
can oﬁf:x'a}? out tr‘cu — the CIA, the

“American Milttar
pcople — f gurcd that any appro
would be a ‘71 Wble if it was ivx order te
resist that glut threat,

_, L]
‘

ment of .alfd
million American troops in Vietnam.
But even before V,xunum, any actto
prevent the Communists from taking
overthe area was considered accept-
able, and this included the drug busi-

¥.

i

ness, Here's an cx:mpu of how 1t

worked,

In Laos you have this tribe, the M-c.o.'
They came down from central China

aomadic and they are squatters. They
move in family groups and lve above

N - T S S

EPARRERL

and the ombassy -
ach

Eventually, of

Wide World Photos

have a fzirly well-ceveloped cul-
sed on silver or naments and
nde weapons. The CIA and th:tf-,
merican Covmnm\,n- considered-
lhcm important because they were the!
. buffer between China and therest of -
Scuth East Asia. So it was in the im::r-
ol " .

est of the Armaericin Government 1o wir
thet ginanze, They were just another
arm of the American war effort.
Hopever, in the carly 60's the C om-
munists staried pressing into Laocs. Up
to thiat time these people had been
growing opiuvm and other little crops,
but opium was their only cash cxop
Ihe average family. could make $40 or
50 a yéar from it, and that would be
cnough to buy some silver ornaments .
and to pay for tl‘.c pms for the harvest
celebrations. .
As the Communists. staztec COmILY
throush they'started 1o cut the old tm\lq

{hat these people had been using to un-
ivad the 11 opium,

The Meo were
stranded in the mountains and the le\j
figured that the least they could do was
Yo help them in harvesting and distrib-.
uting their crop. So, on the numerous
‘American airfields you had a liason

f‘I‘SL"“EFﬁ? RBP&D’-OWSD"I‘ROOOGOM 50001-2
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CLw 07 By CHUCK GREEN
U Denver Post Staff Writer -

A little-known  airline, believed con-
t1olled by the U.S. Central Inlelligence
Agcncy and paid {o fly secret missions in
Boutheast Asia, has tried to recruit pilots

“and mechamcs in the Rocky Mountain

Empire, The Denver Post has learned.

K Response to the recrmtmcnt effoxts .

could 't be determined.

“The work is being done by Air Amenca
-Inc., .probably the wmld ] most secmtlv
“airline.

Accozdmg to the Pentagon papels the
.company is run by the C}%, but it has a
. ‘fleet of aircraft almost the sue ot' Pan
America World Alrways,

" Air America pxlots flew 728 fxghlel-

bombers on raids in Laos in 1964 before

,thﬂ American public knew of U.S. military

‘involvement there, the' Pentagon docu-
ments show. '

* Air America flyers also have pldyed key
‘roles in search and “rescue missions
Zbeyond the borders of South Vietnam.

- Dean Rusk, secrctary of state in "the
Kenned) and Johnsot administrations,
once cabled the U.S. Embassy in Vien-
tlane, Taos, that “Air Amecrica pilots can
lpldy critically 1mp01t'1nt” xo]Ls in thc
niissions. v ‘

- Some Lootian ‘
- In  the same cable,
“discretionary  authority to usc Air
America pilots in T28s for SAR (search

and rescue) operatlons when you con51der _
H OVEI‘SEES opemngs for
-~ H-53 Pilot in Command Experience, Applicants must

Athls indispensable.”
“The published VCISlOH of the Pentagon

hY
papers tells of Air America’s mvolvcmcnf_

‘in the carly stages of the air war in Laos:

" “The sccond majol segment of the Ad-
‘ministration’s covert war against North
“Vietnam' consisted of air oper atxons in
‘Laos. A force of pmpellu driven T2
“fighter-bombers, varying from about 25 to
40 aircraft, had becn organized there. The
yplaries bore Laotian Air Force markings,
but only some belanged to that air force.

“The rést were
‘America (a p%euc{n -private airline run by
‘the CIA) and by Thai pilots under the
?con'trol of Amhassador Leonard Unger.”

- The parcnthetical description is a p"ut
‘of the Pentagon papers publlqhed version,
“Unger’ was chiel U. S dxplomat in Laos at
thL time. ™
.. These bricl ghmpses into AII’ Amerlca s
purpose ‘are.in ha[ ) contx
“ficial charact OVG

1anned by pilots of Air .
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“The company, believed to opér‘éi{e a
flect of about 175 planes, was formed in

1953 as a wholly owned subsidiary of Pa/

cific Corp., a Delaware cor poratlon

American Pilots

. Air Amcrica’s exccutive offices aré m
Washington, D.C., and it survives primari-

ly on oversecas US govemmcnt conizact

work.

One of' Air Amezlcas plOpel[ltS An:
owhs the most sophisticated °

Asia Lid.,
alr&aft mamtcnance facility in the Fa1
East on Taiwan. )

“Air America spokesmen have &ald they
employ about 400 pilots, most of them
American. .

Air America advemsmg accounts in
Denver date back at least to 1965, al-
though most of the ads-don't even mention

thc Umtcd States became mvolved in, the
Vietnam war, -

The top secret documenls wcm exposed”

} by the New York Tlmes in a series”of ar-

ticles iIn .June and ‘since have been
 published in paperback form.

the company itself. Respondents are sup-

i - posed to correspond ‘to a - Washmvton,

" D.C., post office b
Rusk granted} ) oSt OLES Do

Typlccll of the ads bought by-Air Amex-
ica was. this elaﬁsmed m The Denver Post

last fall:

HELICOPTER PILOTS ~
Helicopter Pilols with H-34 or

have 1,500 hours Helicopter Pilot, Time with 1,000 hours
Pilct in Command Time and Ins{rument Rat ting in Heli-
copters. Send letter and resume to P.O. Box 19250, Wash.
ingfon, D.C. 30036. Equal Opportunity Employer,

. Both the 134 and H53 choppers are used
by the military. The Navy uses the $58
helicopter, . and the modified . version of
that, the 1134, is an Army transport cr alt.
* Neither “miachine has been w1de1y used
commercially, 3
Alr America spokesmcn have sald the
company employs about 8,500 persons,
and has at times h":d up to’ 11,000 on 1ts
payroll :
Ads in Denver during the Iast 18 Tmonths
have offered JObS for airplane pilots,
mechanics, supervisors,” eleetronie - tech-
nicians. teachers and quallty contlol per-
sonnel. it
The company did about $58 mllhon
worth of business last year, with almost
$3 million in profit before taxes. )
The Pentagon papers came from a

McNamara to determine how
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“The Virst \Vm]a “War wnoxcd it. The Second ‘\‘/oxld \V'h
started clsewhere and only ended vp here. But the Third
World War has several times Jooked like both starting and
ending in this vast no-man’s land between the super-poiwvers.
The gaping emoptiness of the Pacific is Ccceptivc for, as the
plcuucs below acmonstram, cvery cou;m y m it ond around

‘it is raked by the crossfire of the great contenders for world '
leadérship, who snipe from the two sides of the ocean. The

Indo-Chinese,

{orean and Victnam wars have been the

most tragic results of the confrontation, but there arc others

—many others. In the

sixth instalment of

our Plaizet Earth

survey of the world, the Pacificis cxamined by Richard § wWest

- Japan  will outgrow the United
States cconomically by 2000 AD.,
according to Ierman Kahn, the
modish ‘futurologist’, World-farmous

‘for.camcras and transistor cquip-
ment, the Japancse cconomy owes
its success to still greater achieve-
ments in heavy industry, especially
steel, shipbuilding and, more recent-
Iy, automobiles, With 10 per cent. of
her young men at university, Japan is
cducationally ahcad of Britain and
the United States, and draws on an
army of technologists.

‘The four giant cartels or zaibat-
sus that dominate Japanese industry
have been criticised for crushing
initiative and competition. And al-
though Japan pays lip service to
free wrade and private enterprise,
she bas entrenched herself behind

P

ownership of her industry. The
Amcucam own a controlling share
of “only onc industry - Coc’t Cola.
The Japanesc regard capitalism,
especially the company thcy work
for, with the same fanatical love that
they once offered the Emperor and
the army. The bigger the company,
the more love and respect it com-
mands, so that somctimes the host
at a business dinner will seat the
gucsts at table according to the dis-
tributed capital of their firms. About

corengcd by nGRIONEHRGF:

who somectimes takes prcccdcncc
over the parents at the wedding.

In relation to the vshole of A‘“f 2
{excluding the eastern USSR),
Japan occupies 1.4 per cent. of
the land and has b pex cent, of
the population. Yet the Japan-
ese produce 75 per ceat. of
fsia’s steel output andd §5 per
cent, of its motor vehieles.
Japan has two-thirds of all
hsia’s telephones, one~third of
its rodio sots —and 89 per cent.
of 21l the coatinent’s TV sets,

The price of economic growth
has been the desceration of a grace-
ful, culturcd country. IHills have
been flattened and seas filled in 10
make room for petro-chemical plants,
overspill towns, motorways and
cxpress railway lines, “Adl the smoke
coming up from the works sends
our spirits soaring: to the mountain
tops,” sing the workers at the Yawata
Steel company. The rest of the

population choke from smog which

1 taniff wa lls, and has blocked foxmg,ﬂ

has made Tokyo and Osaka airportts
the most dangerous in the Fast.
In the uniaterrupted urban com-

. plex that stretches from “Tokyo to
- Osaka, the human beings exist in

- noisy,

nerve-wracked  squalos.
Crowded into inssnitary homes or
the dormiterics run by their com~
pany, the  Japanese seck escape
through alcohol, tlevision or ero-
ductions, the scx filins 'specialising
in torture and disembowelinent.

Yet although ]nmn suffers from |
some of e horrors of capitalistic
development, it is extremiely little
Americanised. Through all the years
of Amecrican occupation, few Japan-
ese mastered English or wanted to !
copy the culmrc of their conqucrpx's.

tease. 20005

%lﬁﬁ%er

sion, makes it hard for [hcm to get
on with the extrovert and casy-poing

eSSt
JA-RL
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Americans. Japanese nien, and per-
haps some Japanese women, do not
cavy the scxual equality of America,
While Jupancse wives stay at boms
in the evening, Japancse men go
fiom the oflice to bars, night clubs
or, if they are rich enough, geisha
houses to  flirt’ with onec of the
million professional  female  hos-
.tesses. Rush-hour going home starts

three hours after the oflfices close. -

The party of business, the
Liberal Democrats, have never been
scriously challenged during  their
21 years of power, Having lost their
old reverence for the Emperor, the
Japanese arc not inclined to seck a
political strong man.

OIATINIL

The Liberal

Democrat premicr, Eisaku Sato, does !
not aspire to be more than a chair-
man of a committee. There s much -

vivalry within  the

Government,

often involving a conflict of business :

interests, but the opposition Soci-
alists have never looked menacing.
As loug as the cconomy ‘grows and
there is no real mnemployment, a
proporiion of the working class will
be satisficd with the Government,
‘The ferociovs para-military student
revolutionarics, who used to run
through thc strecls in chanting,

v.mLm" processions, have been

quictened down somewhat by the

still m re ferocious riot police!
There have been recent signs

of a right-wing revival of the mili-

tary and aristocratic tradition. These -
sentiments have contributed te the, |

clectoral success of the Komeito
Sokagakkai, a kind of Buddhist
Moral Rearmament. Puritanical in
its social atttuder, it also plays on
the greed of its {ollowers, encourag-

ing them to believe that regular

prayer will bring them busincss, or
cven improve their averages at base-
ball. In contrast to Komeito Soka-~
gakkai, which was pacifist in con-
ception, a military, neo-fascist
movement has recently sprung into
promincnee with the scnsational
suicide, by disembowelment, of the

bhas iaspired a morbid cult in a
couniry alrecady prone to sadistic
fantasy,. may comec to be scen as a

1 passing sensation. But this reminder

of rccent bloody history has in-
fluenced  current arguments on
}apan’s defence role today.

The Japanese armed forces arc

teers respond (o recruiting posters

like that on page 77. There is a prow-

novelist Mishima. Jis death, which
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VIEN'.['IANE, Laos—-The raing arve ending
‘now. According to the old, grim cycle of this
‘no longer secret war, a cycle almost as reli-
able gs the seasons oI monsoon and baking

sun, the Comununists will soon take the
‘offcnsive. :
The situation is nol cxactly ‘the same as

last year, and the year before, and the years
before that, The enemy s weaker than usual
“for this time of year in the Plain of Jars
.area, north of Vientiane, and sironger than
:uoual in the south, It Joflodq a North Viei-
viamese concentration on broadeping the
Laotian infiltration routes into South Vict-
nam and Cambodia at the expense of now
depopulated and flattened arcas farther
north. i S
But as Amerlcan “advisers” who preily
well run this side of the war don’t mind
K aying, “IH's just geodraphy. Taking and Jos-

und poslhons docsn’t mean that much. Noth-

‘?nd imporiant has changed,_”

A P

. LAOTIAN or Amcrican, nohody imagines
“any solulion to this long murderous conflict
Jis going to be found inside I.aos. The Lao-
Aian Jeaders, rather {oo optimistically in
Laotian. eyes, ave pinmning their hopes now
-on President Nixon's visit to China for some
kind of breakthrough,.

There has been evidence from time fo
time that Peking doesn’t want North \’1@1-
nam to succeed in overrunning Liaos and
cs(ahh..,nng too dominant a position in the
whole of Indochina. The road which the
Chinese have built across the Up of Laos

‘jJust below their southern border is now con-

sidered even more a pohlv al symbol of their
agetermination to have a deeisive part in any
-&ott](mont here tuan it is a military threat.
1n 1962, when the tenuous Laos accord was
reached, it was primarily between the United
© States a nrl the Soviet Union, The accord was
never put info practice, and yet never quite
jettisoned. "Chis {ime the major U.S. nego-
tiating partner will be China, Meanwhile,
the sublle beginnings of negoliations among
lhe oppnsm" Lao(nn factions, whicle might

MAOUILGLUH k’OS‘J.‘

98 UCT 1973

IT
w Wl
By F 101*3 Yowis

have taken most of the country aut of the
war, have collapsed. South Vietnum's inva-
sions into ITe Chi Minh "I'rail arca ended that
round since it convineed Hauvei it would have
to hold more Laotian territory to keep thpe
trail open. ’
So the war goes on. Some 700,000 of Lao

2 to 3 million populaticn-~nobody know<'
exactly---have boecome refugecs, The

have been decimated, Thais have had to bu
brought in to supplement Gen. Van Fao’s
dwindling Meo furcoo but again only to keep
things standing still, 110L in hopes of achlev-
ing anything dcclswe ,

There is no cfiort to hide the fact that the
basically placed Laotians and the serappier
Meo hillsmen are losing heart for {his end-
less, almost moamngl&ss [rilling.

Morale has dropped & mlp}v too on the

*alhet Liao Communist sxd They are sufl-
fering “substantial dofechons. But it only

seems to mean that, while the United States
and North thn‘m remait equally adamant
about holding up their side of the fighting,

~the people \\’hO“O counfry is fought over

have reached an cquilibrium of fatigue.
o8 : -

MANY SAY it, but lt is put perhaps mos
sharply by 1’1111(@ Boun Qum, leader in the
souih

Ve don’t even know what we are fighting
for” he teld me in the airy loggia of hJS.
homc down in Pelise. “Independence and
democracy arve invented words for Laos.
They have no connection with reality. Xlee
tions represent your way of thinking. ‘fhey
are-a joke for our people. Most of them live
in villages. They don't even understand what -
government means.

“The Laotians are an easygoing, happy
people, poor in matertal things. We always
thoudht life was about living. Unfortunately,
we have an energetic neighbor who under-
slood firs{ that ]ifo was a struggle.

. “But what does Laos have to be independ-

,'6155, \ffc, A

STATINTL

.’_‘J

€4

! v
3 :
(

re i F il i [T

cnt with? If the ng Yowers go awey, il W nl
be a'battleficld between the \fletnamo 3¢ arid
the Thais” :
Boun Own iIs 62, gray and vastly paunchy.
“I am-too fat” he says, “but il’s hard to lose
weizght after GO " e lauohs and {ells jolly
stories about the way thmna used to be in
his youth because, he ‘says, “The future
doesn’t Jdepend on ug, I don’t know a way

out for J.aos.”
anybody else. He rather fa.

) Neither doces
_ Meo ‘/\/ors the idea of some kind of unification
“. fighters, eguipped and tramcd by the CIA,

with Thailand or some confederation sinee
the Laotians ave certainly an ethnic gr oL,
but Laos isn't really a country, “It's g feudal
ity,” Boun Qum says.

An American commn cnlninr who vislted
here 1o contly wrote with indignation {hat
the North Vietnamese had committed geno-
cide on the Meo and that Washington must

“unlr“‘ih” Vang Pao to save the rest. That

is a travesty. \\ hat has been gouing on here
all these years is countless pnmm'ss killing
that has nothing {o d6 with the m.mnbxtmtk
The only way to save them is to stop it ;-

© 1971, by Newsday.
l)lstrlbufed by the Log Arge]cb Tintes Syndicete,
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. The Yditors: T have not Yiked the
Shigh command crganization in regavd
fothe administration of things in South |
~Vietnam, 1 huve not liked the way n “ '
D which the Central Infelligence Ageney | /
has handled- the facts of life. ¥or one !
thing, the Nixon adminstration could
~have moved {roons faster fram Viel-
nam than it has accomplizhed and it
has bean hombing foo nuch, Beller ..
- dealings with the National Liberation
< Yront could have {aken place al Paris, -
. © The great historians have not fa-
vared military offerisives in Vietham, !
© Nany. escapades in South Vielnam
. have boen mm withon! the knowledge
©of the American people and the CIA
+ ecan starl small wars without any con-
{rol by Congress. What the CIA is able i ]
to do js 10 conceal ihe motives of 8 '
conflict. : !
_Inteliectvals helieve that {he CIA .
helped pul Ngo Dinh Diem out of of- .
fice. Wo lLnow ihat the Keunedy ad-
minisiration did not conlinug to sup-
port e Diernreghne £ the Diem line
could not g0 gi.

I-have read veports that contend
fhat the CIA had Pricce Nordam Si-
hanouk removed from office in Cam-
bodia. I ibink that Prince Sihanouk |
had a splendid plan for {he people of |
Cambogiz, 1 like his plan better thanT:
like the plan’of Richard M. Nixon for

“anilitary offensives. :

1 found that Joha T8, Wenuedy did
~well in planoing things in Taas. :
. CHARIES W, SHEPTERD
el AT s a e T r e e s ..zAﬂHUiﬂ;

o

/

-yl

- Approved For Release 2000/05/15 :'C_I‘A'-RD.P80-01601 R000600150001-2



\

J

Wel PACKEGSACGE, H. J. RECOR

wmmeemreApPrOved-For-Release 2000/05/15 *EHREF80-01601R0006

By Nasrollah S. Fatemi

The Unreported Warin Laos

o

Wz‘ﬂ . ‘ N . ‘1:“1 ‘ . - - »;—. . ‘ ;;.; 6 Do ] .
Could Become a Wew Victnam
: K L “ N . o e e -
Seldom has fhe Senate of fhe United The Yao goveinment’s budget for . the '
States been so disturbed and distressed as in curyent year is $36.6 million. By contrast, the
the case of the secrel war waged In Laos by estimated United States expenditures through
the CIA. This war, which has never been ‘military, economic, and CIA aid, is close to
reported fo the public or authorized by the ¢500 million. So far most of the expenses in
Congress, is run in most respects by the Iaoshavé been kept secret, seven from con-
American embassy in Vientiane, In fact, this gressional committees. R C
secret war scems.to consume most of the - Despite’ CIA expenditures of eclose to 81"
time of the senior officers in the mission. billion since 1967, according to the Scnate
livery single day, including Saturdays report, most observers in Laos say that from
and Sundays, Ambassador Godley listens for the military point of view the situation is
fwo hours to the reports and briefings of the growing steadily worse and the initiative
Armdy, the air attache, and the CIA repre-".seams clearly to be in the hands of the cne-
sentative covering practically evary military’ my: *“Ihere are apparently no, plans for re-
engagement of the preceding 24 hows and {aking and holding any of the. two thirds of
the plans for future action. . . the country no lenger under government cons,
The United States centinues to ftrain,« tyol, but.only a hope, not too firmly held in
arm, clothe, and feed the Laotian army and. some guarters, that the one third of Lao ter-
air force and to {rain, advise, pay, support, ritof:-_y mzw‘ m}md(]eg  fovernment - cantrol - can
anﬂ, fo a kre at extent, cLganize Jhe irvegular 0N élilrllce ?hé x'é(fu. of the South Vieinamaese at.
milifary forces under the dircetion of the © < Lao territory has. come i
CIA. These Irregular forces under CIA com- 1am San, more-Lao territory has.come u
it e oc lavga ne b der Communist control and there are some
mand are as large as the Royal Lao Arny. ' Torth Victnamese forces in
Thelr cost has tripled i the past two years, 10,000 more of Nerth Victnamese forces
and - they have become a stale within the !
stato. , ' . C - namese fiasco. o
As a result of the CIA csealation of the The United States’ air 0f£enswe§ _has haen
Araining of the irregulars in the past few Inercased, In gpile of the iy fored efforts;
-months, the Chinese have inereased their alr. {he faet yemains that the North Vietnatnese
defense capabilities along the road they are  ave 1moving sufficient supplies through Laoa-
‘building in northern Laos. - to sustain their military cperations. :
‘The road now puls most of northern Laoy Recent new developments affecting the
under Chinese domination and is only 45 gnilitary siluation have been the deployment,
miles from Pak Beng on. the Mekong in the " fop the first fime, of North Vietnamese sup-
west, The number of Chinese troops -along faee to air missiles In southern Laos: and tha:
the road has increased from 6,000 1o 90,000, deployment of & road system into the Plain
The concentration of autiaireralt and of Jare which will enable the North Vietnam-
associated radar installations along the road, | ¢ge to operate throughout the rainy season: ¢
which has been greatly increased In recent ;- A)hough sections of the commitice re-
months, makes this arca one of the most! oyt have been deleted at the request ‘of the
heavily defended In the world. 'fhe arca * Depastment of State, the Department of De-
2round the read, accordivy to the Senate -fense, and the CIA, it warns us not to fall
Forcign Relations Committee report, is off into another pitfall in Indochina. D
lanils to United States’ aiveraft, “ The number of the North Viefnamese and
‘ R >athot Lao forces in Laos‘is estimated at
- 139,600 compared fo--91,000 in 1957. The
" Chinese (roops number.20,600 and they have
-also moved in-a heavy new ifcrement of
radar-directed antiaireraft weapons, Increas-
Ing the mumber in the Jast six to.seven
. monlhs to the preseut fotal of 395, Including

iy

-~ Costa Itise Rapidly

" he nuiher of Thais In Leos supported
by the United States is about 5,600, The cost
‘of the Thais in Laos is channeled. through the
“CIA. )

Lacs, the report states, is totally depandent . ihe latter sald fo be cficetive up to €3,000

on the United States, perhaps more depend-  feet, Since carly 1970 they also have had laud |
motor- -,

ent than any other government in {he world, .to air missiles. The Chincse road Is &
and {his dependence appears to be increasing = able allweather surface dual laiie highway

Laos than there were before the South Viet- -

The - so-called neutral goverriment of for the fivst time guns of §5mm and 160mum,

STATINTL
~ The Case for Secrccy -
. On Feh, 18, 1970, the United States begar

A

- first four months of 1971 there were twice as
" many B-52 sorties Inn Laos as in all of 1970,
~ ‘The principal arguments presenled by the
_ Unifed States authorities in Laos for the need
o of keeping the war a secrct were. these:
“First, that Gen. Vang Pao does not want fo
~allow the press {o visit because his military
" seawrily would he compromised. Second, that
if reporters were permitied to visit Long

" Tieng, they would concentrate on the role of
(8]

the United States. Third, that the CIA is a
clandestine organization not used to operat-
ing in the open and that its operafions in oth-
“er parts of the world miglt be compromised,
" Fourth, that were the United States' activi-
ties publicized, the United States would be
accused :of violaling the Geneva Agreement
, of 1962.” L
*In 18584United States personnel in laog
- totaled 500. In 1959 the number was increased
o 891; in 1970 to 1,040, and in the first four
months of 197% to 1,231, According to the

-United Stalos embassy in Vienliane, the’

‘number of United States’ personnel rissing
_inTaos as of Jan. 15, 1971, was 232. Since 1934
more than 600,000 persons in. Laos have been
displaced by the” war. In any given year

- more than 30,000 people become refugecs in
Laos. ) S
. Most people inside and cutside the United
States government believe that if there is no
settlement in Vietnam and the war also con-
tiues in Laos, Laos will remain=a hostage
-avgilable to the Noril. Vielnamese should
"they wish to draw American air power away

¢, from Cambodia and South Vietnaw, cmbar-

rass the United States, threaten Thailand, or
“bring” the’ Chinese ‘Into “closer involvemert.
: Meanwhile' the area under government
control shrinks steadily, the cost to the
United States rises, the Pathet Lao consolis
date their hold on territorics no longer undey
government control, and the Lao FOVETTie
ment's poliey of neutralism continues o hang
by the single huran thread of Prime Minia.
for Souvanna Phouma, '
He, in turn, scems to be increasingly 1z0.
lated from other powerful political fipures I,
_his country who wish to involve (he Uniled
-States further in the defense of what remaing
-of their country and create another South
Vietnam for the people of the United States.

Dr, Fatemi is distingushed profes- -

sor of international affairs and director
- of the Graduate Institute of Internations.”
ol Studies ot Fairleigh Dickinson Unis .
vargity, . . !

as the war continmies and the military situa- all tlic way from the Chinese border fo

Aion worsens.
~ The, cost of this seeret war in Laos has

risen rapidly in the past few months, alinost

doubling since January, The United States

provides not OnlAPpI:G\xedaEnrdRelaease 2000/05/15 :

Jeeds but for the day-to-day cost of the gov- :

ernment, : a

» Muong Huon.
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© B-52 missions against northern Laos. In the
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byJ I" MeCA
WASHINGTON' —  The
ClA, in supe 2rseerecy, i3 run-
ning an aivline in Southeast
Asiz “wilh as many planes
as Pan American — and
about s many employcs &s

the ClA itsell — some
13,000. :

‘Although  virteally  un-
known” S. public,

10
which pays

ke bills, it ranks
in pumbe 15 of planes among
the half-dozen !arg;est u.s.

air carriers, .
The airiing is called "Air

..Amgm,“\ Inc, and it probably

s the w oF 1d’s 1a0s i secret we

_ axrlm K . oL
~ts pl‘ms — | SUPHOSE 01y

"cwm?.m < have manncd
28 fightor-b nb rg 61t 1axda

in Laos, according to ‘the
Pcntagm papers.

THEY O FEN fly hazard-
ous missions in Laos, carry-
ing troops into batile — and
the woundsd out,

They play the role of &
pari-time air force
Yirregular” of guetrilla fight-
ers for a sccret, CIA-spon-
sored guerrilla army in Laos.

Says a Tormer CIA officialr

“Wxtnom Air America there

could never have bccn a Lao-

{ian war”

Alr America also  carrics
freight, owns -and operates
Asn

nance facility, carrics passen-
fers, cvacuates  refugees,
drops rice to the starving —
and carefully hides its activi-
ties. A :

'ca, in fa ct is one of the i
U.s. in-

JAlr America
‘investigator.

10 mdny ‘

largest aivcraft mainte- -

]8 O e

0
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THE 910“‘{ of Air Ame

lOJt
intriguing of the
volvement in Southeast Asia,

shrouded in Oricntal mys-
tery. ‘
Its myﬁerics, “however,

have now atiracted the atten-
tion and concern of con-
gressional investigators.
" For the first time tihey
have become fascinated with
Alr America - as well as
with other ClA-related air-
lines that long have provided
“cover” for clandestine u.s
activitics. v
Alr America-simply Is the
Jargest of a highly complex

¢ structure of sceret, and semi-

secret, CiA-related
tions with
power.
“Nobody on Capitol
seems to know exactly what
docs,” says one

corpora-

“But I ca
that wc're
out.”

THE CORPO

n guarantce you
irying to find

ORATION has

every outward ‘sign-of com-

plete legitimacy — a Wall
treet  board of  directors,

thickly carpeted offices in
Washington,
and maintained "aircraft

the Far East often doing _yeo-.

man service for the U.S. gov-

ernment. -
Many of tln, sewmes of

Air Amecriéa’arc completely’
“Thai- -
:Hong -Kong-

‘open in'Laos, Vietnam,

land, Taiwan,

and Japan:
“Rul thcn there. 1s the co—

'vcr:&d St N

interests in air

Hill

eally marked ‘

\Qa\ s Victor
formes

quit in *

gressional committees:

“The CIA .created -Air
(Anerica. We owned it It chd
-our bidding. .

* “The top man of Air Amer-
ica, the man who built it,
George Doole Jr.,
man. ” :

. MA[\CH 01T recalls: sce-

ing an internal CIO memo
in which the officer in charge
of Air America’s budget com-
plained that the airline had
becoine “so huge.” :
“Yhe memo complained
that Alr America had

more
employes than the CIA -~
and the "CIA had 15,000,”

Marchetti says. ..

Marchetti recalls that  at
one_ time the CIA made a
movie about its activitics in

Marchetti, a
special” assistant” to’
the CiA’s chief of plans, who;
(usex‘cnanlment and.
_is now cooperating with con-;

was a ClA

1 pel

en T28  fighter-bombers,
ng from about 25 to 40
afreraft, had been organized
there (in Laos).

“The planes bme Laotian
Alr Force markings, but only
_ssomie belonged to that air
-force. The rest were manned
by pilots of Alr America (a

scudo- puvat airline run by

the CIA) “and by Thai p1~
]0LS e }

THE PAPERS also include
the text of a caplegram from
then Secretary of State Dean
Rusk to the U:S. Embassy in
Vientiane, graunting “discre-
tionary authority” to use Air
America. pilots in T238 fighter,
“bombaers for search and res-
cue flights.

Rus}\ mentioned “T28 op-
“erations” as “vitel both “for
their milita ry and ps )ChOIO"l-

al effects in Lacs” — but

Laos — hopiiig to get public® did not discuss the full scope

credit for its long- s%ret ace
tivities. -
“The big star of the movie
was Air America,” he says. -
“It carried the supplies and
weapons into battle, support-
ed the guerrilla army of Meo

{ribesman, and evacuated the

wounded.” The mevie was
never shown publicly,

THE PENTAGON .papers
also furnished a flash of ia-

sight into Alr Amcnc'a’s ac-.

tivitics.

In talking ebout the 1 ocvm-
ning phas cs of tha e<mlanon
of"mc aerial war in Laos, the
pubhuned version of tno pa-
p(’l says:

Committee

of Air America’s role.
The Pentagon papers make

" clear that Alr America pilots
‘were f]yin" heavily armed

combat missions as 10n~ ago
51u64 L

OFFH"MY LY, Air America
activities are suppose d to be
limited to carrying cargo and
men on

governinent con-
tracts.
Senale Toreign Relations

investigators in
Laos in recent months have
been puzzled by the Tact that
128 fighter, bombers at
miajor airbases have boeen un-

marked except for scrial
nurmbers on thelr tmls
Bontioned
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By JAMES MCCARH\;FY
Of Our W ashurg'o/b Bureoy .
- WASHINGTON, --- The CJA,
i super -secrecy, s rumning
an airline in Southeast Asm .t i
with as many plancs as Pdn_ /:":
American — and about ag’ ‘i 1

many emplaycs ag the CIA?

“itsell - some 18,000 B ' S
Though vniually unknown ties, T :

fo the U.S. public, which pays rppe g0 y of Air Ametica is <o

the bills, it ranks in numbers one of the most intriguing of -

~of planes among  the hell- ey, S. mvulvcmem in

- dozen Jargest U.S. air CUTl- Souiheast Asta, shrouded in

Crs, o . Oriental nlystuy .
/ The airlice is called Air Its  mysterics, however,”
America, Ine,, and it js prob- have now allxdctcn the ahcn- 4

ably the ‘world’s most sccre- tion and concern of congres-

five ¢ '.uh_l:( » : sional inves tigators,
s pilots -~ supposcdly " pag, the first timo they have
“civilians” ~- have manned ccome fascinated with  Ajp

128 fighter bombers o raids America —. as well as with
-An Laos, according to the Pen- other CIA-rerated # airlines that
tagon Papcx : ' long have provided “covep"
Jh(y oflon fly hazardous for clcmdcwnc U. S. activitics.
Jmissions in Laos Crlllyl” Air America g simply the
troops into baltle — and the largost of g highly complex

wounded out. structure of seeret, and semj--
They play -the role of a secret,  ClA-velated  corpora-

part time aiv force to wmany Lions with interess in air
“Irregular” or guerilla fighers power. :

for "a secret, CJA spunspud “Nobady  on prtol it )
guerilla army in L‘am ‘ seenss to know o\act[y what
Says a former CIA of fMcial:  pjp America does,” says one

investigator.
“But I can guarantee vou
that we're irying to find out.” .
The corporation has every - .
outward sign of complete le ‘g -
1t1macy ~—-a Wall Stleet bo‘ud
_of directors, thickly carpeled
offices in W aalumton, ncatly
marked and maintained air-
craft in the ‘Far Fast often’
doing yeaman service for (he
U. S. government,
Many of the scrvices of An‘

"quz{, (;IA " America are completcly open
©in Laos, Victnam, Thailand,
“Without Ah ‘America there  Taiwan, - Hong ~ Kong md
could never have been a La. Japan.
otian war.” - But then thcm Jq the covcu

JAir America also carrios side. .~ oo
freight, owns and operates .
Asia’s largest aircraft mainte~
nance fa<,1ht3, carries passen-
&ers,  evacuales  refugees,
drops rice 1o the starving -
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ment has come into this reporter’s hands;
it is Great Britain’s 1969 estimates of the
contribution Communist” China makes
to the world’s illicit production of opium.
According to the British, as of two years
ago- the total ilegal world production
of the drug from which heroin is derived
was “*5,000 tons, 1,030 tons comihg from
the Middle East and minor producers,”
the remaining 4,000 tons” emanating
from “*Southeast Asia (including Burma,
Thailand and Laos)” and the “"Chincse
Pcoples Republic.,” Of -this amount,
the oflicial British estimates is “3,500
tons” coming from Red China!

The confidential document goes on to
point out that 2!l opium grown in Red
China is illicit, that the average yicld of
opium per hectare of poppy field is seven
kilos and that the total area under culti-
vation is estimated at a half-miflion hee-
tares or 200,000 acres. The poppy-grow-
ing provinces are listed as Yunnan-—
where production is figured at 1,000 tons,
Szechwan, Kwangsi, Kwangatung, Hopel
and Honan. The annual revenue to Pe-
king is placed at a half-billion U.S,
dollars. ‘

. In view of the Nixon Administra-
ion’s large-scale efferts to curiail
!

H n} e o 03 [N A
iegal drug traffic at the sourc
} T

(¢

1]

ind the attitude of its exgports witl
regard to Red Ching’s
., trade, the British

_astounding and veenire

Lias i
zaswers in Washington and Loadon.

Congressional inquiry as well as press

efforts to gain information on Peking's

role in the most vicious of all trades,
have been met at the U.S. DBureav of
Narcotics by inconclusive and evasive
replics. “No intelligence on the matter,
no cvidence. People on the spot cannot
verify, can only give an opinion.”
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~ Mr: Copp, a Washington-based free-lance writer
and businessman, is an expert in national affairs
and kas a particular expertise on the subject of
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When this reporter approached the
U.N. Narcotics Commission recently
to discuss a detailed article on Red
China’s dope treéde published in the
March 1971 cdition of the Taiwan pub-
lications Jssves & Srudies, the respornse
.could only be described as scofling. The
article had never been heard of and there
was simply no cvidence whatever that
the Chinese Communists were any longer
engaged in the production and sale of
narcolics. _

At an international drug conference
heldin Ottawa last month the delegate
from the Republic of China presented a
statement of bhis government’s investi-
gation into Communist China’s drug
activitics. So far as is known, the state-
ment was ignored.

The oflicial attitude was best summed
up by a noted British drug authoritly
when he said: “We do not have any in-
formation that the Pcoples’ Republic
of China is involved in illegitimate nar-
cotics traffic, but we arc not doing any
work in Red China. We are, of course,
always interested in information about
any country.” :

Because the subject ' is so important,
the contradiction so broad, and the need
for clarity so great, the following chro-
nological account of Red China’s known
involvraent in illicit narcotic -smuggling
is offered. ‘From it, we belicve, a con-
clusion can be reached, '

- At the time that the Chinese Commu-
nists conquercd Mainland China in 1949

" the production of opium had been out-

lawed by the Nationalist Government of
Chiang Kai-shek since 1934,

~In 1950 the United States added an

annex to the U.N.s Narcotics Com-
mission report giving an analysis by the
U.S. of the illicit drug traflic through-
out the world during 1949 and the first
nine months of 1950, The analysis said
in part: . :
“It is reported that Chinese authori-
ing large_quantitics of

A-RDPB;9 1641
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From the accouni given of raw opium.

scizures in Burma, it is quite evident
that véry large quantities of raw opium
are smuggled into that country from

China.” . . '

Earlier Great Britain had informed
“the commission that Pcking representa-
tives had offered to sell 560 tons of opium
to a British firm in Hong Kong. When
_this offer ‘had been declined an attempt
was made to sell 300 tons of opium to the
U.S. in exchange for cotton.

During the Korecan War much evi-
dence was amassed. to show that Peking
was intent upon injecting the drug habit
upon our Gls. Two examples will suffice.
In Qctober 1950 U.N. forces in North
Korea discovered 300 boxes of opium
which had originated in Red China
containing several tons of the drug. In
1952 another seizure was made amount-
ing to 6,000 pounds.

Dr. Harry Anslinger, director of the
U.S. Narcotics Burcau for many years
and a member of the U.N. Commission,
stated in 1954 that Red China was
spreading narcotics addiction to obtain
funds for political purposcs. He told the
commission that this was the practice of
the “entire reghme™ and that the United
States ‘was a key target of illicit traf-
fic from China. The Soviet representa-
tive, Mrs; V.V. Vasilyeva, objected and
said the accusation was a “slander” cal-
“culated to ruin Peking's reputation.

" Dr. Anslinger later declaved: “As

" peinted out in my reporis to ‘the

United Nations cver the past severs

years, trafiicking in narcetics for

menetary gain and to undermine and
deinoralize free peoples lias been

a policy of the Cormmunists in China

from the beginning.” .

Nearly a decade later, in 1963, U.S.
Narcotics Commissioner Henry Gior-
dano charged that the Red Chinese were
extensively engaged in drug trafiic and he
saw no reason lo belicve that this traf-
fic was declining.

Chine, 4 bonivs Wiss el T IR K s B2 G0D/AEIS. ¥ LA ‘RBP8O0-04601R000600150001-2  * -

book dealing with Nationalist Chinese affairs, His
cover story for Ylustan EVENTS on March 27, 1971
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atiempting to remain out of the picture.
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the result of an accident or & complaint
outstde the responsible chain of cormnmand,
pot because the sereening  programing
worked. . .

“What can you do?” Pentagon SPOXEsNICN
say. “Drugs infcet the socicty. They're bound
to get Into the military.” Sadly true, And
they are bound o get into units trained
to fire nuclear weapons. Werrifyingly truc.

s o RO st o s,

ILLNESS OF MARVELLA BAYH, WIFE
SO SENATOR BAYH, OFF INDIANA
My, SCOTT. Mr. President, the decp
sympathy of the whole Senate goes oub
{0 our distinguished Senatoyr from Indi-
ana (Mr. Bavi) on the illness of his
‘wife. Special sympathy goes oub to Mar-

vella herself, whom we all know as one

of the most lovable of the Jadies of the
Sendte. ‘ ' :

Our hearts grieve for all in the Bayh
“family over this unfortunate situation.

T

PRESIDENT NIXON'S IFORTIICOM-
ING VISIT YO MOSCOW

My, SCOTT. Mr. President, President
Nixon has announced that he will be
going to visit Moscow in May for a meet-
ing with the leaders of the Soviet Union.

This slep, while independent of the
jowrney to Peking, is another bold deci-
slon so typical of o President who has not
hesitated to act in controversial matters
and to act slrongly and move the Nalion
and the world, so far as within him lics,
jn the dirvection of at least a generation
of peace. P

We do not know what will come out of
these two fateful meetings, but we do
know ithat it is far better to conlinue
negotiations and to avoid confrontation,
and particularly to ncgotiate with the
other greal supcrpower and with the
only potential supcrpower in the com-
ing two decades. )

With regard to the visit to Moscow, it
is our tuwin to retwn the state visit paid
-us by Chaimman Khrushchev. The invita-
tion comes froml the Soviet Union. It is
difficult to predict what can happen. Not

~everything we expect will result, |
- However, the actions of Soviet leaders
Iately in visiting so many parts of the
world, in their obvious attempts to lessen
certain tensions, as exhibited by the Sea-
bed treaty, the hacteriological warfare
treaty, and the {reaty to take sieps
against accidental nuclear cxplosions, all
indicate that the Soviel Union is desirous
of cooling the temperature of the world—
I think even in the Middle Xast, where we
do nol approve of what they are doing by
Lany means in furnishing arms to some of
the nations there, but at least there has
been no shooting for 15 months, That in
tself in progress of a sort. We hope for
cventual peace in that area. .
She SALT talks ave moving. Progress

" has been noted theve:

Thus, I commend wholehcarledly the
President of the United States, and I
know that that sentiment is sharved by

-the bipartisan Jeadership in both Houses
of Congress. Sy -

Mr. MANSPIRLD. Mr, President, I join
~the distinguished Republican leader In
what he has just said about the Presi-
’dcnt’s nroposed jowrney to Peking, which

CONGRISSIONAL RECORD — SENATE
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& journey to Moscow.

Tt should be stated for the Recorn that
there was bipartisan and unanimous ap-
provel at the White Iouse yesterday
when the President briefed us on some
of the details of his latest acceptance, the
invitation to go to Moscow. -

As the distinguished Republican leader
has pointed out, the last time a high So-.

* yiet diznitary visited us was when Chair-

man Ehrusliehev came to this country.
Thus, in the course of cvents, the way
protocol works, if there were to bea high
jevel conference of this kind, it would be
held i Moscow this time. .

Tt should also be stated, and on a bi-
partisan basis, that President Nixon has
made tremendous strides, I think, in the
ficld of foreign policy. Mot only have we
two agreemaents on the SALT talks, butb
{wo more are in the offing, although Q‘u_c_éyl
may take longer. Not only do we haveé &
degree of stability—at least in view of
what cxisted in the Middle Xast until the
Nixon-Rogers formula, which I approve
completely-- -bub we also have the sign-
ing of the Derlin accords by the repre-
sentatives of the four powers, in which
the President played a very important
personal part. Those accords are 1ow he-
ing considered by the two Germanys. 1f
agreement can be reached, it will be
stampod finally as an agreement by the
plenipotentiaries of the four powers.
when it is hoped it will be possible for
Willy Brandf, the Chancellor of CGer-
many, to continue the Ostipolitik policy
by the sighing of an agreement with ¥o-
Jjand snd the Soviet Union, this to be
followed by an all-Furopcan conference,
to bhe attended by the United States and
Canada,. - : . R

These are aclions in the right direc-
tion. They are moves of great importance.

While I wish we could accelerate our
withdrawal from all of South Vietnam,
onc has to give due recognition to the
fact that the policy, while not speedy
enough in my judgment, is nevertheless
moving in the right direction.

Perhaps when the President addvesses
the Nalion next month, he will have
news which will accelerate the with-
drawal. ¥owever, that is for the Presi-
dent to decide. . -

T join the distinguisbed Republican
leader by sayving whal I can in view of
the shifts of policics which are occurring

ivhich are now underway and will be un-

throughoul the world and the fravels——
1

‘derway shortly. I hope that oul of this

new mixture accruing in lhis new age
will come new policies which will satisfy
the necds of the times. I look {or changes
in old policics which have outllived their
usefulness and should be consigned to the
distant past.

My, SCOTE. Mr. President, I thank the
majority leader for his usual and ex-
pected patriotic response and bipartisan-
ship which illuminates our forcign policy.

R RN oo noer

PERIOD I'OR THE TRHANSACTION OF
ROUTINE MORNING BUSINEDSS
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under

the previous order, there will now be a

period of 30 minutcs for the transaction

Q) ! 3
Senator being limited to 3 minutes.
Is there any morning business?

QUORUM CALL

Mr, MANSTIELD. Mr., President,
suggest the absence of a quorunn,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Th
clerk will eall the roll. -

The sccond assistant legislative clexl
proceeded to call the roll.

My, MANSTITLD, Mr. President, 1 ash
unanimous congent that the order for the
guoruin call be rescinded.

ST —

The PRESIDANT pro tempore. WitS—TATINTL

oul objection, it is so ordered.

- THE C-bA SBCANDAL

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, the
grounding by the Air Force of the entire

flecl of C-5A's, the Air Yorce cargo plane,

should outrage ¢very American taxpay-

or. The Air Force showld reguire the
Y.ockheed Corp. to recall immediately
all C-5A aireraft and should itself stop
-{he pernicious practice of accepting de-
livery of deficient planes. ’

The C-5A, with its cracked winzs, its
enzines and whezls that fall off, its miss-
ing parts, landing gears that do not
woik, and numecrous other deficiencics,
is one of the greatest “rip-offs” of the
public treasury in defense contract his-
tory. This is & plane that cest $2 hillion
more than it whs supposed to cost.

what js worse, My, President, is that

under the present contract, the public
must pay the cost of correcting every one
of Lockheed's bonehead fumbles.
_ Unless the Air Force acts now to foree
the contractor to make the necessary
corrections at its cwn expense or withoutl
inereasing the cost of this program, I
intend to do everything in my power lo
place a ceiling on this endless outpouring
of billions of taxpayers’ dollars for such
pitiful waste. .

I do not know what else we can do.

We have tried everything clse. The situ- -

ation involving this plane gets worse and
worse. It is & nightmare. Wowever, 1 do
think that the Senate should consider
very, thoughtfully and carciully, when
the appropriation bill involving this mat-
ter comes bzfore the Senale, putting a
ceiling on the amnount that can be spent
for that progran. ’

e i Y ST W SRARNS r rrmr -

,:fr\l\,f[BO]i)IA: THE HANDWRITING
: ON THE WALL

Mr. MANSFIELD. My, President, &
year and a half has clapsed since the
military overthrow of Prince Sihanouk
and the subsequent U.S. incursion into
Cambodia. At the time, these eventls were
hailed as quickening the end of the war
in Vietnam. A year and a half later, the
war still goes on and this obscure episode
of the long tragedy of Indochina is all
but forgotten.

It is not forgotlen, however,
families of more than 350 Americans who
died in the Cambodian invasion, Nov is it
forgotten by the hundreds of other Amer-
cans who were wounded in that brief
campaiegn, Nor is it forgotten, I should

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 - CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2

by the




Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000804THQ001-2

WARREN, PA.
TINES-MIRROR

0CT
M ~ 12,800

/

13 97

The right hand knows not what
the left hand doeth. No truer
words than these can be wrilten if
one eccepts the allegations made
by Senator Stuart Symington of
‘Missouri during a speech on
- Qctober 4, this year. He was
alluding to the withholding of
 facis by the administration about
. American involvement in Laos.
. Symington charged that in
i additien to the limited in-
;formation given Congress by
! President Nixon on March 6, 1971,
t many other pertinent facts
i concerning the involvement were
i uncovered by his subcommittee
i-onU:-8.-Security Agreements and
)

‘ommitments Abread as it tock

i testimony  from
oificials.

They discovered that most of

: the war in Laes is. coordinated

. through and by the America

! embassy in Vietiane.

i 'They learned that the United

» States {rains, arms, and fecds the
Lacs army and air force.

That through the Cenfral In-
telligence Agency, an irregular
army of considerable size is
trained, advised, paid, supported,
and coordinated, and is deployed
in at least four of the five military
regions in Laos. -

That the CIA 1is totally
resnonsible for a large number of
Thai soldiers serving in Laos
through direct cooparation of the
Thai government, another

administration

/hen Wil

L.

o)

o

1 Te Qoo 9
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segment of the Laos defenses -
being financed with American
dollars.

All of which adds up, the
senator said, to the fact that while
Congress and the Awmerican
public is keing kept uninforined as
to cur tetal involvew: iv an
unannounced and u jaret
war, and dollars needed badiy on .
the horne front are being speat o
maintain mercenary ammies i
military activities of questicnable
value, the Defense Department is
sccking  additional funding to
carry on cperations in direct
opposition to the will of Congress.
Stating that the U.S. had already

‘spent over $1.5 billion on various

military operations in Laos,
Symington said, that a cost “in
the neighborheod of $350 million”” .
for a single year was admitted by
the Secretary of State in
testimony before. his sub-
commitiee. =~ .

A lot of money, any way you
take it. And like the senzior, raost
citizens of the nation will agree
that if similar funds were being
spent to overcome some of our
internal problems the future
would look a lot more cheerful.’
And it would be ironic if future.
generalions could point to the fact”
that in saving Laos froin com-
munism we crippled our own
social structure. A possibility that
is troubling Senator Stuart
Syraington of Missouri. :
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. In a rare sla tcmcnt is-
sued in Was hington, a Cen—
'tral _Jntelligence Agency -
qlaol{emuqn yesterday la-
‘beled as “errant nonsense”
a statement by an Indochi-
ng war veteran that he had -
purchased large quantities /
5; of opium in Lm uﬂng, ClA -
funds. . i

1
Tormer Green Berel Sgt. . (/
P Paul Withers, 24, of Cam-
bridge had fold an antiwar
veterans’ panel Saturday
that one of his “main fune~ "
‘tions” while serving in
"Yaos in 1966 was, “{o buy
opivm from Meo tribes~.
Fmen, u%m0 (‘IA iundu !

-
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Spies; Foot Solaiers in an Er

. UTSINDE  London’s Marlborough
’ Strect magistrates’ court one morn-
_ing last week, a throng of newsmcen wait-
cd impatiently. The object of their in-
.terest, an ostensibly minor Soviet trade
official named Oleg Lyalin, 34, failed
to show up to answer the charges against
him—"driving while unfit
drink.” He was resting instead in a com-

fortable country house near London

where, for the past several weeks, he
had been gilving British intelligence a
complete rundown on local Soviet es-
pionage operations. His fevelations

. prompted the British government two’

weeks ago to carry out the most ‘dras-
tic action ever undertaken in the West
against Sovict_spies: the expulsion of
105 diplomats and other officials—near-
ly 20% of the 550 Russian officials
based in Britain. :

The casc gencrated waves from Mos-
‘cow to Manhattan. As soon as Soviet
Party Leader Leonid Brezhnev returned

“to the Sovict capital from his three-
day visit_to Yugoslavia, he took 'the ex-
traordinary step of convening an emer-
-gency meeting of the 15-man Politburo
right on the premises of Vnukovo Air-
“port. The. high-level conference. which
forced a 24-hour delay of a state din-
ner in honor of India’s visiting Premier
Indira Gandhi, might have dealt with

the still-mysterious goings-on in China.’

But it might also have dealt with the dif-
ficult problem of how the Kremlin
should react to the unorecedented Brit-
ish expulsions—a problem that Moscow,
by 'week’s end, had not yet solved,

Potato-Faced Fellows

In .Manhattan, British Foreign See-
‘retary Sir Alec Douglas-IHome spent
80 minutes with Soviet . Foreign Min-
dster Andrei Gromyko. “We have taken
our action,” said Sir Alec, “and that’s
all there is to it.” Nonctheless, he em-
_phasized that the British step was “de-

signed to remove an obstacle .to good N
relations.” Harrumphed Gromykor

“That’s a fine way to improve. rela-
tions.” e added that Mascow would
“be forced to retaliate, But the British ap-
parently knew of some spies among
the remaining 445 Russians in Britain.
“Yes,” said a Foreign Oflice man, “we
have retained second-strike capability.”
- ‘The British casc dranratized the .ex-
pansc and expensc of espionage activ-
ity round the world. It was also a re-
minder that the old spy business, which
has reccived little attention in the past
‘three or four years, is as intensc—and
“dirty—as cver, despite the rise of a
new type of operative. .Since World
War IT, espionage has undergone a mefa-
morphosis. For a time, its stars were
the famed ‘Apgefbvedd%r
agents-——the Colane! Abels, the Gorden
I.onsdales, the Kim Philbys. Says Brit-
ich Cavietolacist Rohert

embassy operations rather as a skitled ar-
‘mored  thrust compares with human-

through

* tell you what's inside those engines and

-uct-—and in a way, they are.”

leagec

Conaucst:
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i
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wave tactics in war.” Morcover, the
growing phalanxes of routine operalives
are supporled by spy-in-the-sky satellites
that can send back photographs show-
ing the precisc diameter of a newly
dug missile silo. But even as the mod-
crn army still needs the foot soldier, so
does cspionage still need the agent on
the ground. “A photograph may show
you what a new plane looks like,” says
a key intelligence expert, “but it won’t

how they operate. For-that you still
necd someone to tell you.”

Eric Ambler, author of spy mysterics,
has little use for the new species of

e AR YO RSN T e
e oo T SRR
—_
T

BBC Fl-l.M SHOWING SOVIET “DIPLOMAT” AT SECRET PICKUP POINT
There was still a roar in the old lion.

spy, particularly the representatives of liberately mislcading, planted by de-
the Komitet Gosudarstvennoi Bezopast-  partments of “disinformation.”

nosti (KGR, the Soviet Committee for Tt is work that occupies tens of thou-
State Sccurity, and the U.S. Central In-\/sands of mathematicians and cryptog- -
telligence  Agency. “KGB men?” heY raphers, clerks and military analysts,
sncers. “They're the potato-faced fellows  often with the most trivial-sceming tasks. -
you scc on trains in Lastern Iurope Yet it is work that no major nation
wearing suits that aren’t quite right and feels it can afford to halt. Says a for-
smelling too much of can de cologne. /n]@x‘ British ambassador: “We all spy,
The Cla people all smell like after-y/ of course, more or less. But the Rus-.
shave ltotion. They always look-as if. sians arc rather busicer at it than most.
they -arc. on their way to sonte boring They're more basic too: not so subtle
sales conference for an unexciting prod-  as our chaps. I like to think that we
have a certain finesse in our methods
—that we don't go at the thing bull-
and behind the times. The contemporary  headed. But maybe our tasks are dif-
KGB man is generally far more pol-  ferent from theirs, just because this coun-

ﬁ%ﬁm@%p‘l éaﬂl&ogﬁé@b:ﬁqp@a i'Znnins the

/ jhistiew
com pﬂgg{exﬁya! §0'1 :? l
question, in Eric Ambler’s words: “What

manners  than
on carth has the KGH got to spy on 1

In one respect, Ambler is unfair-

his counterpart of a
few vears aco. But Ambler~is right in
s
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ihc CIA starting to spy on Americans a

a wide rangihg criticisim. A direct response starts on page 81.

PITIWRA O (T
hed J'. L e A s B

The following was writien by Fdward K. Delong of

United Press Inférnational, based on an inferview with
a Cenfral Intelligence Agency official who has re-
signed. The dispatch was distributed By UPI for pub-
lication oh October 3. '

- .

Victor Marchetti embarked 16 years ago on a carcer that
was all any aspiring young spy could ask., But two ycears ago,
after reaching the highest levels of the Central Intelligence

. Ageney, he became. disenchanted with what he perceived to

be amomht), overwhelming military influence, waste and
duphcuy in the spy business. Tle quit.

Fearing today that the CIA may already have begun “go-
ing agfunsl the enemy within” the United Stales as they
may conceive jt—that is, dissident student groups and civil-
rights. oxgam/fmons—\Ial(hcth has launched a campaign for
more -presidential and congressional control over the entire
U. S. intelligence community.

“T think we nced to do this b(‘c’mso were getling into
an awfully dangerous cra when we have all this talent
(for clandestine operations) in the CIA—and more being de-
veloped in the military, which is getting into clandestine
“ops” {operations)— and there just aren’t that many’ p]aceq
any more to dlsp]ay that taleunt,” Marchelii says.

“The cold war is fading. "s‘o is the war in Southeast Asia,
except for Laos, At the sam’c time, were gelting a lot of
domestic ploblum And there are people in the CIA who—
if they arent right now actually already running domestic
operations against student groups, black movements and the
like—are certainly considering it.

“This s going to get to be very, tempting,” Marchetti
said in a recent. interview at his comfortable home in Oak-

" ton, [Va.], a Washington suburl where many "‘CIA men live.

“Therell be a great temptation for these people 1o sug-
gest operations and for a President to approve tlem or to
kind of Jook the other way. You have the danger of intelli-
gence turning against the nation itsclf, going against the ‘the
cnemy within. )

Marchetti speaks of the CIA from an insider’s point of
view. At Pennsylvania State Universily he deliberately pre-

(§ an

pared himsell TA;ppwkzqul o dwRelééglénmlﬁsH 5

with a degree ifi ory

-1 believed in .

(Ageney’s

“worked as special assistant

-community, too:

Through a professor sceretly on thie CTA payroll as a talent
scout, Marchetti netted the prize all would-be spies dream
of—an immediate job effer from the CIA. The offer came
during a sceret mceeting An a hotel room, set up by a stranger
who Le]cphoned and identified himsélf only as “a friend of
your brother.”

Marchetii spent one ycar as a CIA agent in the field and
10 more as an analyst of intelligence relating to the Sovict
Union, rising through *the ranks unti) he was helping pre-
pare the national intelligence estimates for the White House.
During this period, Mar-
chetd says, “1 was a hawk.
what we,
were doing.”

Then he was promoted
to the exccutive stafl of
the CIA, moving 1o an of-
fice on the top floor of the
headguarters
across the Potomac River /
from Washington. _

For three years he

to the CIA chief of plans,
programs and budgeting,
as speeial assistant to the
CIA’s excculive director,
and as exccutive assistant
to the Ageney’s depuly
dircctor, V. Adm. Rufus

Mr. Marchetti

L. Taylor. ' ‘ ) g
“This put me in a vory o :

rare position within the Ageney and within the intelligence

community in gencral, in that T was in a place where it was:

bemg, all pulled toﬁclhe: Marchetti said.

“I could see lrow mldhgenco analysis was done dlld how it
fitted into the scheme of clandestine operations. It also gave
me an opportunity to- get a good view of the intelligence
the National Sccurity Agency, the DIA"
{Defense Intelligence Agency), the national reconnaissance |
organization—the whole bit. And T started to sce the politics
within the: community and "the politics between the com-
munity and the outside. This change’ of perspective during
those twee years had a profound effect on me, because T
began to see things I didn™t like.”

With many of his lifclong views about the world shattered,
Mmchcui decided to a])andon his chosen carcer. One of the

] {] l?mqq}#% was feav 19(78601 Wdﬂnl 19 Director

agontinued
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Just how valid are the charges against the Ceniral Intelligence Agency? Whe
it is under tight control? A point-hy-point d¢
fense of the organization comes frem a man who served in top posts
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Following is an analysis of intelligence operations
-by Lyman B. Kirkpatrick, Jr., former exccutive direc-
for-comptroller of the:Central Intelligence Agency:’

The Central Intelligence Agency was created by the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 as an independent ageney in the
: exceulive branch of the United States Govermment, report-
ing to the President. Ever since that date it his been sub-
jected to criticism both at home and abroad: for what it has
allegedly done,as well as for what it has failed to do. ]
Our most cherished freedoms are those of speech and the
press and the right to protest. It is not only a right, but an
- obligation of citizenship to be critical of our institutions, and
no organization can be immune from scrutiny. JUis necessary
that criticism be responsible, objective and, coustructive.
: It should be recognized that as Americans we have an’
inherent misirust of anything secrct: The wnknown is always
a worry. We distrust the powerful. A seerct organization de-
saribed as powerful must appear as most dangerous of all.
- Tt was my responsibility for my last 12 years with the C1A
—fizst as inspector general, then, as executive director-
comptroller—to insure that all responsible eriticisms of the
CIA were properly and thoroughly examined and, when
reuired, remedial action taken. I am confident this practice
has been followed by my successors, nol because of any
direct knowledge, but because the present Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence was my respected friend and colleague for
more than two decades, and this is how he operates, - -
It is with this as background that T comment on the cur-
‘rent allegations, none of which are original with this critic but
“any of which should be of concern to any American citizen.

ClA and the Intelligence System Is Teo Dig

This raises the questions of how much we are willing to
pay for national sccurity, and how much is enough.

First, what arc the responsibilitics of the CIA. and the
other intelligence organizations of our Government?

Vary bricfly, the intelligence system ‘s charged with in-
suring that the United States learns as far in advauce as pos-
sible of any potential threals o our national interests.” A
mornent’s contemplation will put in perspective what this ac-
tually aneans. Jt can range all the way from Russian missiles

; .

pointed al North America to threatls to U. S. ships or bases,
to expropriation of Amcrican propertics, to dangers to any
onc of our allics whom we are pledged by treaty to prolect.
It is the interface of world competition beltween superior
powers. Few are those who have served in the intelligence
system who have not wished that there could be some limita-
tion of respousibilitics”or some lessening of encyclopedic re-
quirements about the world. 1t is also sale to suggest that cur
senjor policy makers undoubtedly wish that their span of
required information could be less and that not every dis-
turbance in every part of the world came into their purview.

-{Note: This should hot be interpreted as meaning that the

U.S. means to intervene. It does. mean that when there s a -

[ . f

: Lyman B. Kirkpatrick, Jr.,
T ) now professor of political
S L science at Brown University,
RPN i joined the Central Intelli-
gence Agency in 1947 and

e e YT R

{or, inspector general and ex-
ecutive director-comiptroller
before leaving in 1965, He

i ] intelligence and espionage.
Among other honors, he holds
the President's Award for
Distinguished Federal Civil-
jan Service and the Distin-
guished Intelligence Medal.

Gt it LN
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Mr. Kirkpatrick

boundary dispulc or major disagreement between other na-
tions, the U.S. is expecied to exert its leadership to help
solve the dispute. Tt does mean that we will resist subversion

advanced to assistant direc-’

has written extensively on”

against small, new nations. Thus the demand by U.'S. policy

makers that they be kept informed.) .
What this means for our intclligence system is world-
wide coverage. :
“To my-personal knowledge, there has not been an Admin-

istration in Washington that has not been actively concerned

with the size and cost of the intelligence system. AN Admin-
istrations have kept the intelligence agencies under ight con-
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A fOllﬂGl Green Beref
asserted yesterday thal he -
yegularly pmc}nsod lavrge
“quan Hities of ophum in YLaos
‘with funds provided by the
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the drugs

- aboard both military and

cwﬂlan aireralt.

The congressmen’s Te-

‘:pmt also alleged that both

P Central In‘»dhfmco Agen- .
mmdu, Gen. Ouan Rathi-

" €y.

Hig testimony came dur-
mg the final day of “Win-
{er Soldier ]Zl’\’(‘itlgdtlcm
11,» sponsord by Vietnam
Veio ans Against the War
(VVAW) at Boston’s Fan-
cuil Jall.

}lmmm Sgt. P aul Wilh-
s, 24, a Spr inglield native
now Jiving in Cambridge,
told 800 persons: “When 1
was in Laos in 1966, one of
my main functions. was to
ibuy opium from Mco
using CIA

{funds.” -

“Yle said hl orcders 1o buy
opium “came down flora a
-contact man’ from the CIA
~and  wore “only  verbal,
"never on parer.” Paymont
10 the Meo {ribesmen was
made in “gold and silver,
which came in on an agen-
ey plano ” he added.

Wlthem said Gpium pl(!\
ups at a small base camp in
northern T.aos,
and lwo othor Green Be<
were made by
“It
was Americans who picked
“Uup the opium” in its raw,
unpr 0CC‘>b(‘d form, he said.

A 1'cporl. in july by-iwo
House Foreign  Affairs
Committee members, Reps.
Robert Stecle  (D-Conn.}
Miuphy
(»-111.), alleged that “An
Ameriea”  aiverafl, =~ con-
tracted by the CIA, have
been used ‘to transport

‘opium from northern Laos

into the capital city of
and thal, once

: App‘roved For Release 2000/05/15
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© gse  Promitr

{he Laotian army com-
¥ koun, and South Vielnam-

Tran ‘Thien

; Khiem are involved in the

i

corruption of customs
agents and diug hqffxck«

' 1118 . o

3

Withers said that,. after
completing basic 1ir aining
at Forl Dix in the fall of
1965,

. Trang, Souh Vietnam. Al-

though he was “gstensibly”
stationed there, he said he
was placed “on loan” 1o ithe
CIA in January 1966 with
orders 1o help “lrain and
guip Meo 111bo%mcn in’
“eourderinsur ocnc y" against
Pathet Leo gucn‘]hm.

The traiinng was “in fact
“the main part of my job” in
i Laos, Withers _asid, bul
“thcxc were never

“ihan two opium pickups a
~week” during the year he
- served lhue

-dialects

. going to Lacs.

v

~.

Withers <81d that, afler

: . Teceiving language training
which he - S e anng

in various Southeast{ sian
{ while at Nha
Trang, he was “stripped of
my uniform and all Ameri-
can credentials”  before’

He said ibhe CIA
“wouldn’t - even let- me
write my own letiers, Thay
gave me Dblank sheets of
paper and iold me to sign
at the bottom, Then the

“agency typed out letlers

- Vielnam,

sent to my parcats and my
gnlfucm

Discharged last Dcc‘ém—
ber after post-Laos service
in Cambodia and South
. Withers... .was’

he was sent 1o Nha -

fewer .

|

awarded

CGLOBE

o
" 4 flown into South Vietnam

“nine  Purple
Hearts, the Distinguished
Qervice Cross and Silver
and Dronze Stars, |

IIe said he <p0 ¢ aboul
his involvement in opmm

v

trafficking to Sens. Mike
Gravel (D-Alaska) and?
George " McGovern
(D-S.D.) and tb aides of
. Sess. John Ste nnls
(D-Miss.)  and William -
Fulbright (D-Ark.) in

June but was not aware of |
any subsequent action
{aken by the legislators.

e said FBI and Army
Criminal lnvestigation Di-
vision  (CID) agents had
visited him “three or four
times, mosl recently about

.~ a month and a half ago in

Camridge,” to question him
about his allegations. e said

hsi mother in Springfile
and his wife,now living in
South Hadley, had also

“been questioned.

Another participant in
yestcrddy’s VVAW panels,
Charles Knight of the
Commiflece of Comemed

Asian C§chold1 s, called’
opium “the ldxgc%t export’
commodity in the laotian’

- economy” and commented:
Iy this sense, it is not at’

all strange that the CIA

‘should aid and pxowct 1ts

transport.” ) N

Other tesumony includ-.
ed statements by Indochina’
veterans  who said they!
were former or currcnt

. 3 N 1
heroin addicls. :

/
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CIA4 School
| Closed QGuver

Lrvg Arrest

QO
Agency (CIA) closed a sccret.
school for training Cambodian.
army guerrillas in Laos when
police arrested a high ranking’
Cambodian officer at the school
on heroin smuggling charges,
I military sources said, :

The officer was a top aide of
Lt. Col. T.on Non, brother of
{Prire Ministerr Lon Nol, the"
sources said,

Since lus arrest in June, the
aide has baen released and,
dressed 4n civilian clothes, has
;resumed duties in Phnom Penh
‘at Lon Noun's super secret
special coordination commiittee. :

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2
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porE pro-

2 The Un,tra States Senate’ ma
-significant cuts in major wea

Sgrams in acling on the &5-bitlion mili-”

tary procurcment bill. But- i .Ud do
three constructive things to avge
gl essional authority in furemn poliey.. .
oIt edopted an ame‘.mmcuf put 1111(.;(;
Io!lcl limit on the secret war in Laos,
“meluding the part carvied o 1’ by the

yhgr- ue
:xs the {irst ii,_‘o l‘}uﬂ hqs Lcen a ]11.1 it

QMMerlo J, Pusey in ]”s new book abou!
Am"“ cai foreign
A<1r1dc {he Glghe” ughton Mifflin),
s of {(he szeret war in Laos:

z i \‘l\u
vir tuuhy no z\cc vnm lity o [rm u Ople
‘hatwesn the quadrennial Jeci:ms. s

Awb onty globalism ruming riol; 3 i5
M L&)

1
‘also personalized, !1_5-"1"“‘1‘ snd irespon-
qibm government running yiot, Unless it
is brought under, conlral it could load m
d‘ struction of our democralic system.
~In Laos, American Iresidonts reorpit-
cd hmmd suppu teq and “advized”? a

geciel army made up of hill tribesmen

le fight a scerel war. When, the tribe
bcbmx to run oul of manpover, the U.S.-

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000600150001-2

n'r; '

_country mare heavily than A
vt 'Cona ;

_',}'o'lm end VWhite Hou
Central Intelligence A”ur y. The limil iz
a-fairly ] }oene: $550. illicn fﬂ‘ ‘10

, “The USAC -~
“spending for
- opments in the Minvteman end Peseidon
“We Leve allowed our Presidents to
g \(‘m uA d‘imﬂ timent of it 1(‘ iy-

- socr allv sJ;fapm'ted a socret
Thais there. ¥or evor
‘idents have heen bo

e t‘z-.' coor litlle,
savieas did
Germany ™ in World- Wer 11, not only

m Tiear the Lactian Plain of Jars.
nate amendmont (if It gets past
sa) will mt stop

liold ﬂl“ socret

12 ha

hing and will

Yy 8"' roughly to present levels. But it is o
<l

- of -sorls, voled by one hom .
- cnale elso farn ed down three”
amepdments proposed by & bipartisan
crous” of ' cor

missile “devel-

tration
were o0 wwch for nor-
rvative  and pm-‘?enfm on
i G Steniis (Dem., Miss.),
chairman of the Armed Se:v.‘eu Com-
mittee, h') led the ﬁt,ni against them
on the ground that they would interfere
vwith disarmament nmo‘ atmns. :

systeins ‘heyond Administ
g Thes

e And carlier, of course, the Senate

Yiad c‘oplbd i:‘f’ Kansfield Amendment

_declaring it U.S. poliey (o withdraw all
- Its troops from Indochina within six
.Inonths 1f U.5. priscners are freed. 2
‘There are three -stalwy arl moves to-

zed nation.

\.aia \emt} m a war-e

army - of
nger, LS, Pres.

!.ong the Mo Chi Binh Yrail, but alse in,

to boost {he
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) CPUNOM PENII (UFI) — The

. - U.S. Central Intelligence Agency

‘ i closed a sceret schodl for brain-
ing Cauhodian army guerrillas
tin Laos when police arresled a
- high-ranking Cambodian officer
at  the =scheol on  heroin-
smuggling  charges, nilitary
sources said, - ' : 1
~ The officer was a fop aide of .
T, Col.- Lon Non, brother ofi
Prime Minisler Lon Nol, the
sources said. -

: . Since his arrest in June, the,
‘aide has been releascd and,
dressed in (l\llla,l ciothies, has
restimed duties in Phnom Icnh
al Lon Rou's super-scerel Spe-
cial Coovdination Cominitice.

The Canbodian army, in the
“meantime, has established a!
new puemlh training center in
southern Laos, and the CIA is
once again conside ring provid-
ing American 1nshuc ors and
.equipment, {he officers said.

The Lon Nol aide was arvesled
in” Pakse, Laos, by 10c91pohce
~when he atlempted to board a
Pianom Yenb-hound Air America \/
plane with 22 peunds of heroin in
a soapflake box, the sources
said.

The heroin w ou]d he worth al-
omost $12,600 on the Vielnam
market.

- American officials were in-
formed, and concludad after in-
vestigalion that the heroin was
“bou 1d for U.S. troops in South
Vietnam. /
~ The sceret CIA camp at Na- ‘
orn Sin in southern Laocs, sub- )
sequently ordered out all Cam- _ ‘I
-bodian  officers and tirainees
~from Lon Now’s 1bth lufanbry
;]Jug'zdo Lhc of 10015 reported.
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As a practical matter, the Sym-

mgtc)n amendment to place a $350

«*pwvws LA gty

mllhon ceiling on certain U. S. mili-

; tary expendltul es in Laos may not
shave a lot of impact on the course
*_of American actions in that South-
g“east‘. Asia land. For the measure
*merely limits the spending to just
:what had beenproposed. Also,
¢«should a development crucial to
rthe United States interest arise,

“the rider would not likely deter a

strong President from finding a

way to do what he thought neces-
.. 5ary.

= But in a larger sense, the Sen-

; ate’s vole the other day—G67 1o 11
i-for' a compromise version of the
amendment — is significant as a

mfurther. expression of disenchant-
= ment with the U.S. involvement in

Indochma
* * ¥ K

= The Congress already has im-
~posed restrictions barring the pres-
“cnce of American combat troops in
cither Laos or Cambodia. Now, the
“Symington amendment would, if
“the Ilouse concurs, for the first
..time restrict the Central Intellig-

E “ence Agency’s activities in Laos,

Mwhere the CIA maintains a large

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601 RO%%OHWOM-Z
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(and reputedly quite cffective)
guerrilla force that fights along-
side the regular Laotian army
against Communist incursions
fromx North Vietnam. (The amend-
ment does not apply at all to air
support of the Laotian forces or
to bombing of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail, operations budoeted at $140
million.)

* Kk K %

Thus, -the Senate questions the
American rolein Laos without
trying to limit it so drastically as
Senator Symington originally pro-
posed when he called for cutting
the total expenditure from $490
million, for both air and ground
support, to $200 million. In effect,
the Senators propose to establish
the principle of a Congressional’

‘ceiling with strict requirements for

the Congress to be kept informed
about the use of funds.

Whatever the direct impact, or
fack of impact, that this may have
on evenls in Laos, it does demon-
strate a sharpening concern about
holding the U.S. commitment in
that «country to. a minimum while
proceeding with the urgent busi-
ness of ending the U.S. military in-
volvement in Vietnam. e

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000600150001-2



5 15994

pavid Packard, has taken the lead on
{his program. I think Mr. Packard is to
be congratulated on this as on other in-
jtiatives in the tloublesome field of
weapons procurement.
rhe prololyping in this program is not
designed Lo producce complete weapon
systems. Tt does not necessarily involve
-competition between manufacturers, as
in the prototyping of the AX aircraft.
Involved herc are experimental proto-
“types, to produce new technology, which
would be funded research ¢
ment aclivities.
I stress that no commitment Lo p10~
- duction is involved in the development of
these prototypes. For example, the Air
Farce wants to explore the .technology
which mignt, at some point in the future,
lead lo development of a lightweight less
cxpensive fighter plane. This program
would nob produce such a plane ready for
production. It would produce experimen-
“tal prototypes for tcstmg the new tech-
nology. -
Fngincering experts \\ ould hwe a
chance to work with hardware and not
just with paper studies. When and if the

- time for prototyping does arrive, proven

systems would be ready on the shell. It
will not; be necessary to perform resecarch
and developmenti concurrently with pro-
duclion.

Many critics of military procurement

- pelieve these two factors—oxcessive re-
liance on paper studies and conciurren-
¢y-—gencrate many of the production
problems which resull in cost overruns
and other procurement difficultics.

I believe—and I think other committee
members agree—tlhat this prototyping
program may be a major step forward.

If successful, it can help put a check-

“rein on escalating weapons costs,

The various services hove identified re-

“search and development programs cost-
ing $67 million which could go forward
in this fashion. The resecarcly and devel-
opment funds which would finance the
prototyping will be a maiter for the Sen-
ate-IIouse conference on this bill, and
no action is required now.

However, I want Senators to know of
4his program and of the high hopes held
for it. Prototyping is surely not a pan-
‘acea, bubt it may help us to acquire bet-

Cter weapons at a somewhat lower cost.

Mr. President, I believe, and I think

the other committee members agree, that”

- this prototype program may be & major
step forward. Jf successful, it can help
putb a checkrein on {the escalmtmg weaps
ons costs.
These are not mere words. This has
been developed through work by My,
" Packard, one of the most able men in the
Nation, I think, in the fleld of manu~
facturing, as I use the term, industrial
production. ¥e has blo'ught together the

services, and thLy are moving together on -

this,

Mr. President, with respect to Lhﬂ vast
sums that are now in the bill for the
respective services—and they differ be-
tween the Mouse and Schale figures—
the comnitter jeels that the confcrecs
.might agree on these. This matter that
I am discussing can be absorbed by
adjustments there and by selllements
and com.pnsc in the conference bill,

Approved For R@%&%ﬁ iﬁb@f&’éhg
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I have talked about this « '1th thc dnn‘
man 'of the Ilouse committee who is fully
familiay with the program, It has also
been presented to him, Ile is in sympathy

‘with selling it meneywise in this fashion.

I read out a list of the items included
for the Army. There is the mumanned
surveillance vehicle, the remote attack
vehicle, and so forth.

The complote list is as follows:

[In millions] '
. Fiscal year 1872
Ady med gtol transporbo o ooaeoio 1
Very low RCS test vehicle. ..
Lightweight fighter aircraft.
Qulet aircraft

Totals

Army prototypes sclected
[In millions] N
S Fiscel year 1972
Unmanned aerial vehieleo o oneooonaia $8.0
Remotely controiled attack missile-._. 3.0
Alr defense effectiveness domonstra~
FON e m
Clean alr engine.. .
Multi-mssion mlis:

Navy program swmmary and cstzmated
Junding level
[In milhom}
© Fiscal yeer 19/?
SW SeN80lS.macaniced camma e e e
Weaponizing of ships. oo ccnoncann 4
VSTOL for sea control ship._ ... ... 11

Annual estimated funding level....-. 20

For ihe Navy, there is the most effce-
tive sonar buoy and so forth, the fixed
wing V/STOL aireraft, the advanced
Harrier, the Air IPorce version of the short
takeoff and landing, ST0L, transport.

This is not a new question of authori-
zation for any new weapons systems or
planes. This is merely recognizing the
research and development of new planes.
It is not planned o go ahy further than
this prototype. And out of ihat may
evolve the selection of some of these to
be put in inventory.

I have checked this out. We had all oI
this matter before the Tull coramittee. It
was fully discussed. Mr, Packard made a
special appearance, There was a uniform
agreement that it was worthy and that
we would recommend it.

I am not.asking {for any
bill on the prototypes. All I am talking
about is merely with reference to-report-
ing.

agreed to.

Ribbon Panel recommendation of cstahlish|
ing an Assizlent Secretary of Defense for Op-
crationql Testing and Evaluation; insteadd
subordinate office has been established under
the Director of Defense Rescarch and Engl
neering. The Blue Ribbon efense " IPanc
pointed out what it considered weaknesses 11
operatlonzal test and ey aluation——lack of test
ing independent of weepon system devel
opers, servico opposition to Independent
operational test and evaluation, lack of funds
and facilities, and lack of high-level atten-
tlon and management. While the committee
hopes that the medified approach will suc-
cecd In corrocting these weaknesses, other

_sleps along the lnes suggested by the Panel

may be necessary if the present modificd
approach does nob prove successful. Insuf-
ficient operational test and evaluation In the
past has meant that we have produced some
weapons too complex to be effective, Evidence

" of this tendency was illustrated by testl-

T

a.ddition in the

I hope that ithe amendment will bo'

I want to inscrt in the REcorp & por-

tion of page 18, the comwmittec report
regarding operational testing.

"There being no objection, the excerpt
was ordered to be printed in the Rrcorp,
as follows:

TLacxk o® OPER:\I‘ION’AL TEST AND EVALUATION

- In testimony before the conumittec, repre-
sentatives of the Army and Alr Foree testi-
fied that new emphasls is being.placed on
operational testing and evaluation before
production. IDOIY Directive 5000.1 also em-
phasizes this policy. The Navy representa-
tive, however, supporled the proposltion
that the current Navy practice of “suliability
testing” after production is sufficlent., And
tho Scerctary of Defense testified that he had
decided not to accept the Presldent’s Blue

mony concerning the fallures of our air-to-air
munttions.

Mr. S1H I\NI& Mr.
back the remainder.of my time.

The PRESIDING OIFI'ICER, All time
having been yielded back, the question
is on agresing to the amendnient of the

‘Senator {from Mississippi.

The amendment was agreed to.
- Mr, STENNIS. Mr. President, I yicld
the floor. he Senator from Wisconsin
has been very considerate in waiting to
be recognized. I yield the Senatoz 10

—aninutes on the bill. _
Mr. NELSON, Mr. President, this is a

military authorization bill totaling in ex-
‘cess of $20 billion. It authorizes expendi-
tures for a range of purposes, including
procurement of a wide variely of weap-
ons, deployment of weapons systems and
support of combat operations. A substan-~
tial amount of the appropriations con-
tained in this measure I would support
if they were presented on an item by item
basis. That, however, is not our choice,
Therefore, I am casting my vote against
this measure. It contains a number of
appropriations which I cannol support.
- In particular, it authorizes the con-
tinuance of Anlu'ican support involve-
ment in a war in Laos contrary to the

pecific intent of the Congress

Dmmrr the last session of Congress,
a bill was passed and signed into law
pbrohibiting U.S. support for Vietnamese
or other free world forces to engage “in
actions designed to provide military sup-
port and assistance to the governments
of Cambodia or Laos.” )

It was a clear legislative decision to

stop the expanding involvement of the

American military forces in war-torn

.Southeast Asia and {o stop the U.S. fi-

nancing of Thai forces to fight in Laos.
But in total disregard of the law, and
in the Executive secrecy we have come
to cxpect, there are thousands of Thai
troops fighting in Laos financed by the

- United States. The executive department

now is acknowledging the presence of
‘these forces but claims they are all vol-
untecrs serving uudelr the Iao m1htruy
comand.

Yew, if any Mewmbers, of Congrcss wore
made aware of the rapidly mounting cost
of our military program in lacs because
the actual total program was never pre-
sented to Congress, not even to the
Armed Services Conuniltecs.

Kach year, the Senate was told that

certain amounts would be needed for

- Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : 'CI-A-RDP80-‘01_601R00‘06001_5‘00'01-2v )
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W’here Does l"he Money Go ?’

The Senate, in voting a 3350 million
ceiling on military aid to Laos, is only
reacting {o the recent revelations that
Jhe..Central Infelligence..Agency has

been conducting a hugely costly war in’

Laos whose details have largely been
kcpt from Congress and the U. S
public.

‘This comes on top of word that a
Senae subcommittee has uncovered:
evidence that billions of dollars in
U. S. assistance to South Vietnam and
Cambodia, in addition io Laos, have

been suxbjected to abso]ute]y no con-
trols, and that the Nixon administra-
{ion nhas no idea how the money has

been spent. '

One would have thought that the °
revelations of the Pentagon Papers on
secrecy in the Southeast Asian con-
* flict would have been a sufficient
‘lesson to the White House. Congress

should continue to dig out these facts
until the whole shameful stozv has
been bared. '
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By Richard ol V.‘.. o

President Nixon is stepping up the U.S. air war and
military operations of puppet and morcerlf'ry forces
“under U.S, control in Ixcochma. This escalation i3
" closely linked to the president’s ambitions of geining @
second term in office.

Unwilling to negotiate peace, Nixon has been heating

up the war in a desperate effort 1o avoid the pol litical

ate-of Lyndon Johnson. Terence Smith reporte d in the
‘Sept. 24 New York Times that administration officiais
198

stated the previous day “that they expéeted the presi-
dent would order more such sirikes as tha /-mnricm

combat .strength declined in South Vi etmlu and Lhc

1972 [political] campzizn season mp oachss.”
Arunnamed administration official added, according
to Smith, that the pr \qu( tenit is “likely to-use Amcrican
air. power {o prev the North Vietnamese from
upsetting his p.o]}tical plens” The recent U.S. raids

against the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, obviously

trying to take advantage of the huge floods, one of the
heaviest series of =tt1u\s since the 1968 bon ’L"fxg halt;
maeke 3t clear that Nixon has opensd his campaign
already. :

These attacks inspired cri Ecism oi' the I\" on bomb-
ing stratepy in the press which
ecn !ong sclf-cv entt D that ¢
to do-with protecting U.S. troops. “Protective reattion”
and “reinforeed pro‘cclivc reaction strikes,” Smiih
noted, are.simvply phrases used by the administration
diseuise atlacks “to keap North Vietnam off balance an

o prevent a build-up before it develops.

The Timss :u\‘;oricv ouomd erry V. Frischoeim, the
Pentzoon’s press spoke s, § having just sdmitted,
“Hesoatially we are }“ tting ta: ortunity as the
-presont themselves.” The spr‘-cis&iy 3 policy of the
Jotmson administretion. Cont T
sanda s ooat care ft ’ﬂ“ targeted bomo‘l 3 s:'tes, much of
the U.S. nd is Cirected 2zainst amytiin

~
1: moves, or f hurnan life.,
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Times nt Nixon is using the air attzeks as “his last

b

{ ai 10V
" been transferred to Saigon forces. Also, there has been
1

A

!rumas” bccan_sc his other strongz Caxc
ground tyoops and the threat to "“cg thewn th
Hanol giv es Up—-m ve baon played cut and dis csmed. Adi

Hut a Landful of cormbat trcos o5 are gone ard those the

" remeoin are Cispirited and huddic close to their base

“To the extent thot myt-v ng is being moicc ted by air

grrikes, it is not U8, troons but the wrv;/t ferces. As of
Cept, 22, for example, the U.S. bad lost 11 helic copters
giving suppori to F'a‘gon troops in the U Minh forest,

weost of Sf.ron during

=1
>

the preceding
cizht-Gay \;criod,, cording to AP, Peterson adds in the
Times that Ssigon foress ostensibly now vrotect U.S.
troops, sugse thet the bombing basically is an effort
{0 prop up Saigen’s army. . o
A member of the Times editorial bozrd, Ileibert
Mitgeng, obs in a F‘ ept. 27 article that “South
Vietnam is one big free-fire zone when xmxtx 1 i
out Suigon’s soldiers.” The same could tw said {
Carnbodiz andi 208 W !ncn.rc. 1':3;-1;;\/ bombed a
to belp U :
says that inuc am iwo i/.rcs of bum)-ng
support for Saigon and p;e- mptive
The pre-emptive attacks cor wist o
in the North, Laos or Cambodia,-
supplics and as i stance from reaching -
of Indoch ina, cspecially in South Vi
in heavy smkc.x is the best pr cof
*Vietnamization.” Various Amer can pres:
Washington and Saizon agrec that
are be mq planned by th .Wmtn. rouse

U.S. bormbing that }‘ as not been
he press is 2 highly sceret

me x‘ﬁcmcd in
create e L
;J')»d

loud S

toU

1
¥ osupnorters

states: “Attmtio;‘z people, You must cvacuate this area

manueal xsf _.to DIOECE the Lves of LGVIN

il
immediately as the ‘GVN and #lticd forces are beginning
&n operation. If you stay you will be considered Viet
Cong. Evacuafe imsmediately!” The aim is to dive
;‘ﬂowl out of iberzted zones with the choice of going to
he refupee camps or o;mg kilied by bombs and shells,
This policy has been alse wide 1/ used in Izos and

U.s. Lo nbmc ot" hr'omum hes bes mini_:jncd at
w"nfm, levels con npaiable to or at tums ereeed ting those

{ the Johnson administration. While the troop with-
(“‘"-w";s- have been highly publicized, lititle is said by
Washington about the continued bomibing and the lack
cf withdrawal of the Air.Force. At least 3500 U.S.
combat aircraflt of all types, in chrin-f' B-52s, are still

Lungvs:c in Indochina. Although this fig
from eadier years, a suoitnmJ numbm‘ of a

incressed use of L-SQS which c‘m/ a bfnnb
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: F‘ The extent to which Congless has become
"supmely subscrvient to the Executive Branch
- despite the brancl’s almost arrogani defiance
of the will of the legislators is well illustrated
by the Senate vote, 67 to 11, to provide $350,-
000,000 this year for the secret ground war in
Laos, an operation that was.supposed to have
been curbed by legislative action last year.
True, the Senate voted for the first time this
year to set a ceiling at $350,000,000 on expendi-
{tures for the Laotian war, not including the es-
timated $143,400,000 cost of bombing northern
. Laos, and also voted to require the disclosure
i to Congress of details of how the money is spent
in Laos.
But the spending curb on the Laotlan war
" finally approved by the Senators was a watered
" down substitute for the $200,000,000 ceiling that
Missouri’s Senator Symington had aimed for.
" Mr. Symington said he pushed for the substitute
-only after it became evident that more than a
third of the $350,000,000 had already been spent
-and that he didn’t have the votes for the lower
figure.
Understandably, Senatox Tulbright, who mtru
,Q,ngi last year’s amendment designed to cut

Approved For Release 2000/05/15 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000600150001-2
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off U.S. aid for mercenary troops in Laos, found '
himself unable to accept the compromise. Even

though the Senators who voted for the ceiling:

and the requirement of an accounting by the
executive were trying to impose a legislative
restraint on the free-wheeling military establish-
ment and the Central Inteliigence Agency, whicht
finances the secret ground war in Laos, they

_were still yielding in effect to the executive's

blatant disregard for congressional authority.

A more forthright action, demonstrating the
Legislative Branch’s determination to assert its
proper constitutional powers, would have been
to strengthen last year’s prohibition in response
to the Administration’s deceit and dissembling
on Laos.

As Senator Symingion sald on the Senale
floor last June: “The executive branch was de-
termined to find a way to circumvent the will
of Congress; and under the cover of secrecy,
they succeeded” They are likely to succeed
again unless- Congress draws a harder line
against an illegal executive war that is bringing
death and destruction to a supposedly neutral
country with no offsetting gain for t‘m United
States. -

- ——-Mm
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b Fiscal .
L 1972 Cut
spend-  below  Holdat dncrease
- ing level {evel level
' : (bil- (per- (per- (per-
Program fions) cent) cent) cent)

. Veterans.

1. Mationa! defense..” 76.0  57.0  36.0
2. Foreign aid. 4.1 81.6 16.4 2.0
3. Space 3.3 57.4 34.6 8.0
4, Farm.__..... 9.6 39,0 47.8 13.2
5. Public works. 2.3 14,2 54.7 3.1
6. Housing z(:ind | . . R
Ly 37 167 3®1 452
7. Education 5.2 13.2 48,4 40.4
8, Health...___. 3.1 5.0 40,1 54.9
9, Social security. . l‘;g 422 g%g .;;%2
it Vatoran 0.7 9.0 504 3.6

. ACONCLUSION OF MORNING
. - BUSINESS v
{ N “
“he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
time fixed for the transaction of routine
morning business has expired.

]MESSAGE FIRROM THE HOUSE

A message from the Xouse of Repre-
sentatives, by Mr, Berry, one of its read-
ing clerks, announced that the Mouse had
passed a bill LR, 10830) to amend iitle
38 of {he United States Code to provide
improved medical care to veterans; to
provide hospital and mediecal care to cer-
tain dependents and survivors of vet-
erang; to improve recruitment and reten-
tion of carcer personnel in the Depari-
ment of Medicine and Surgery, in which
it reguested the concurrence of the

Senate.
S .

(\ MILITARY PROCUREMENYL

AUTIHORIZATIONS,. 1972

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Chair lays before
the Senale the unfnished business, whichr
the clevk will state.

The second assistant legislative clerk
read as follows: .

A bl (FLR. 8687) to suthorize appropria-
tions during the fiscal year 1972 for procure-
ment of ‘alrcraft, missiles, naval vessels,
tracked combat vehicles, torpedoes, and other
weapons, and rescarch, development, test, and
ovaluation for the Armed Forces and to pre-
scribe the authorlzed personnel strength of
the Selected Reserve of cach Rescrve  comi-
ponent of the Armed Yorees, and for olher
purposes,

I L e st \

AMENDMENT NO. 433 :
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
pending question is on the amendment
of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. GRAVEL) .
There is a time linitalion of 2 hours on
the amendment.

Without objection, the text of the
pending amendment will be printed in
-the REcorp. -

The amendment @Jo. 433) s as
follows: -
TUILE VI--CESSATION 0OI' BOMBING IN
) . INDOCHINA
_-Sze. 601, (a) No funds authorized or appro-
priated under this or any other law may be
expended after'the date of enactment of this
Act to bomb, rocket, napalm, or otherwiso
attack by air, any target whatsoever within
the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Kingdom of
Thailand, the Democvatic Republic of Viet-
nam, and the Xingdom of Laos. '

(b) No funds authorized or appropriated
-under this or any other law may be expended,

| ‘ o . STATINTL
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efter Jhe date of enactmunt of this Act o
bomb, rocket, napalm, or ctherwise ettack by
alr, any target whatsocver within the Repub-
lic of Vietnam unless the Fresident doter-
mines any such aiv operation to be necessary
to provide for the safely of United States
Armed Torces during thelr withdrawal from
Indochina, :

Mr. BYRI? of West Virginia. Mr, Presi-
dent, I sugzest the absence of a guorum,
I ask unanimous consent that the time
be cqually charged against hoth sides,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, With-

_oul objection, it is so ordered, and the

clerk will eall the roll.
The second assistant legislative clerk
procecded to call the roll, .
My, GRAVIEL., My, President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for

the quorumn call be rescinded,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, With-
out objection, it is so ordered. .

Who yields thue? -

Mr. GRAVEL, Mr, President, I yicld
myself 10 minules. =

The PRESDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Alaska. -

Mr. GRAVEL. Mr. President, while we
deliberate today in this Chambeyr Amer-
jcan planes will ease Into the sky over
Southeast Asia. They will drop tons of
explosives, guided to the flesh of hu-
man beings by the most elaborate and
impersonal technology. :

Tovering over Laotian rice ficlds, the
A-119 Stiinger gunship can put a picce
of shrapnel into every square fool of an
area the size of a football field.

On the ground are 3 million Laotians,
the heaviest bombed people in the his-
tory of warfare. They will huddle in their
caves and field trenches, and some will
dic. Many will not see the sun for months,
fear keeping them in their covered bunk-
ers during daylight houus,

In the name of America the planes
come.

Over the past 10 yoars 700,000 Laotiaus

have been made refugees, tens of thou-
sands have been killed or wounded, and
hundreds of thousands forced to live
much of the time in caves and trenches.
The bombing raids also come in the
name of the U.S. Senale, until we legis-
late otherwise. . ‘

The war is not winding down for the.

peoples of Indochina. Since the much
heralded bombing halt over North Viet-
nam, the planes have not come home,
They have simply shifted their targets
into Laos and Cambodia.

Thé bomibing has continued at 100

“tons an hour, 2,400 tons o day. The rate

of civilian casualties and refugec genera-

_ tion, indicative of the overall levol of

violence, has if anything increased dur-
ing the last 2 years.

Recent hearings before the Scnale
subcommittee on Telugees reveal that
since the invasion of Cambodia nearly
onc guarter of that country’s popula-
tion—1,500,000 people---have become re-
fuzees. m the last few months in South
Vietnam more refugees have been
created than at any time since the 1968
‘'t oflensive. : :

The hombing of Noxth Vietnam has
been resumed, As recently as September
21 an armada of 250 U.S. plancs attacked
targets in the North, and this raid was
followed on successive days by two more

so-called proteclive reaction strikes, At
preseint the bombing of Worth Victnam
has rezched an average rate of once
every 4 days, and according to North
Vietnamese reports 106 villages in addi-
tion to missile sites have been sbruek.

“The Meatgrinder it Victnam, which has

taken 325,000 civilian lives and wounded
more than a million since 1985, is still
whirling, As the South Vietnamese
Minister of Information commented in
1968, Scuth Vieluam has been devastated
by an slien mir force that scoms af war
with the very land of Vielnzm,

The amendment I offer is quile
straightforward. Let us stop the bomb-
ing, not just partially over Norih Viel-
nam but in a1l Indochine~—except for
those strikes inside South Vietnam de-
monstrably related {o the security of our
withdrawing troops. Is it really the desive
of the Senate to continue to send outb
those planes?

An Orwellinn transformation is taking
place in our wilitary policy in Indochina,
Duc lo public pressure Awerican boys
are slowly coming home, but they are
leaving an automated war behind., There
is every danger, as Noam Chomsky has
warned, that we intend to {urn the land
of Victnam into an automated murder
machine, Computer technology and a
small number of {roops manning air-
craft and artillery are creating a U.S.
destructive presence that may literally
hover over Southeast Asia for years io

“come. In the midst of this the public is

confused, pacified by the diminishing
{troop levels, yeb vaguely troubled by con-
tinuing reports of devastation.

¥luding recognition, hidden in the
techno-euphemisms of military speech,
is the reality of our pelicy. “Sclective
ordnance”—a rather dull and technical
sounding term until one realizes it masks
the use of napalm against hnunan beings.
“Harrassment and  interdiction’—-a
rather licht-hearted term until one un-
dersitands that it yepresents the randomn
hurling of destruction into juungle arcas.

These antiseptic words obfuscate hor-
vor-filled realities, and thereby circum-
vent public judgment. “Surgical &ir
strike”—one pictures a diseased cancer
benevolently removed from the couniry-
side. Put the cancer is the peasantry. In
World War 1 the cancer was the Jews,
and the operation was the “final solu-
tion.” In the name of America, how
many cxecutions are taking place from
the air in Indochinga.

It is the enormity of our mistake that
clouds it. I we were wrong, how wrong
we weire, Nothing will bring back those
who liave died, or the lost arms and legs,
eyes and ears, Bub let us commit our-
sclves at least to stop the bombing of
those who remain,

Jlow the people of this country, a good
people, industricus people and generous
people, could have come to visit such de-
striction on another nalion is difficult
to comprehend. Orwell in his maslerpicee
16847 deplets such carnage as the re-
sult of techuology gone mad, removed
from common experience, aiving reality
to surrealistic nightmares. We may hive
intervened in Indochina for commend-
able reasons-—even that is questionable---
but at some time the machine got out of
contro! end we could nob turn it off.
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By GENE O15MI
CWashington Bureeu of 1'e Sun
Was)nngton~~'l‘ne Senate \oicd

yesterday to require the Pres]
dent to give (‘ormmq a full ac-;
counting of the cuncnt]y secret
war in Laos and to limit cxpend-
jtures in that cowntry fo §350
million—tbe amount the admin-
igtration says it needs for thig
year,

“'While the measure W rmld not
have any effect on current Unit-
ed States expenditures in Laos
it would establish for (he first
timne a COH{,FCS‘%[O\Ml ceiling on
the war in Laos, which her cio-
fore has been carried on mostly

J with * sceret “funds  furmeled
through the Cenlral Into]ligence
Agfonc'v
The amendnient fo {he mili-
tary procurement authorization
 hill, offered by Senalor Stuarl
»J Symm{,ton (D., Mo.), pa,scd 67
fo 11.
"The Senale also approved by a
65-10-4 vole an amendment o,
' provide a pay increase fo mem-
{ bers of the armed forces total-;
ing $381 million a year, in addi-K
“fion {o the $2.4 billion already
‘enacted as part of the drafi exs;
tension act.-
The pay-raise amendimnent,;
i which could he compromised in}

mittee, also would reshape the
Apploved pay raises. so thal °
more of the money would go the
lowest grade enlisted ranks

The amendment per tamuw to
the war in Laos originally was
drafted fo cut expendilures in
Laos to $200 million for fiscal
1972. According to both adminis-

mates, the amount that the Unit-
ed States expects lo spend in
I Laos in {iscal 1972 for economic

will total $346.9 million.
In dcx(mmn, Senator Synnnci

(s
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tration and coungressional esti-

a House-Senale confercice com- i

aid for CIA-directed military op-.
erations and olher programs!

G«

{on said, the air war over norths
ern Laos—-which does not in-
clude the bombing of the Ho Chl.
Minh {rail-—will cest $143.4 mil-
ion, for a tolal of $449.2 million.

A% originally drafted, the
Svraington amendment would
have cul the $490.2 miilion to
$200 million. .

But Mr. Syminglon miodified
his amendment to cxduh the
air war frem the sp anding ceil-
ing and also lo raize the litnit
o s -3’) million, a meve thal ena-

Hlogr the reason he modified his

bled him o gcf the sapport of
'Senator  John . Steunis (D,
|Miss.), chairman of the mmed
Sorvices Committee, and most
of the members 0{ the cominil-
oe.

Mr. Symington said on the

=

amendment was that it did not

i have a chance of passage nits|-

original form. He further noted
t],al, by the {ime his amend-
ment becomes law, fiscal 1972~
which began on July 1--would
be half over and af least half of
the . currently awhorized:
ameunts aleady will have heen
spent.

Inferpretations mixed

The interpretation of what the
.modified Syminglon 'nnenumsnt
would accomplish was mixed.
Mr. Symington defended it as a
step to‘"ard placing congression-
al controls over the war in J.eas,
-which isstill being {inanced
ilargely outside the usual author-

ization and appropiiation proc-|

cases of Congress.
Yor e\amolo there never has

%A ‘RDP80-01601R00

s
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.

On the other hand, Senalor|
Stennis asserted thal passage of:
tthe  Symington emendrent’
s would amount to . “legislative
recognition that theze funds
;are needed)™

1t was this point that cuused
sorne crilics of the war in Laos
to back off from the amend-|
meitf, Senafor J. Willlam Ful-
bright (D Ark.), chairman of
the Foreign Relations Commit-!
tee, supported the original’
amendment but voted against'
the modified version,

Mr. Tulbright said he was .
fearful that the Symingten;
amendnient would net be viewed
as a restrictive amendment, but
rathier as copgressional authori-
zation for conducting the war in ‘
Luos.

Senator Harold ‘1. Hughes
(1., Iowa) said {hat, while he
supported a cutback in funds for.
Laos, “the principle of establish-
ing some ceiling'is even more
urgent that the precise figure.”

rheen any public accounling of

how the 30,600-man irregular:
“forces in Laos or the large con--

tingent of Thai “volunteers”-

estimated now at 5,000 1o 6, 000 |

§are fin Anud

[
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¢ By William McGaiiia -
1 Of Our Washinglon Bureau

© WASHINGTON - The Sei
“ate has mow.d for

P IE voted Moaday, 67 to 11, to
’pui 2 $350 million . celling on
U8, SUpport for grouud: oper-
| ations in the Laotian war.
g No limit, however, was
Iplaced on U.S. air support for
,the Laotians, which conies 1o
“en estimaled $143.4 million a
{ year. Nor is there any limit on
!'the cost of B-52 bombing raids
on the Yo (‘]u Minh Trail un-
dertaken in conncction with
the war in neighboring Viet-
nam.

“tground  eperations plus’ the
81434 million for air oper
‘ations ~— a lotal of $192.4 mil-
fIion — gives the Nizon admin-
istration plenty ol leeway, It
had only planned an estimated
expﬂndltm ‘e on these Lwo items
in fISC(Ll 1972 of $490, ') willion.

-,_-._.....-_..-___‘-_-. - W

the fust.
dtime 1o try to 'put a lid on the
rising costs of the war in Laos.

The §350 milion ceiling on

[y

T
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THE PGINT of the amend- |

ment, spansored by Sen. Stuart
Symington (D-Mo.), is that it
hopefully would put & curb on
& further growth in war costs
.and thus prevent an expansion
of American invoive ment in
the conflict,

Symington had proposed a
§200 million ceiling on ground
‘and air oparations exclusive of
Ho Chi Minh Trail bombings.
This would have meant a sav-
ing in fiscal 1972 of $250.2 mil-
lion. But he did not have a
chance of gotting this through
the Senate,

The compromise proposal
that the Senate approved --
giving the adminstration
everything it wants and a bit
more this time -~ was worked
out between  Symington and
Sen. John Stennis (D-Miss.),
{loor manager of the §21 billion ,
military procurement bill to
which the amendment was at-
tached.

IN RETOURN for thz

high

. cay, -
- In 1063, the year in \\hich the:

p-

N N . }
AT Y L
({/ 'I/EL,E 3. A U%

pno, he paid to get some kind |

{ legislation approved, Sym-
ington won agrecment to his
piovision for atlempting to
make the curb effective.

The provision is that the ad-

winistration in fulure years
must justily any request for

expenditures on ground sup-
port operations over the $350-

million ceiling.

The Symington amgndinent
will not have any
force, however, unless i{ ig
also accepted by the House.

THY U.S. money for ground

/T;;

2% &S
If .;»
s

bindig '

STATINTL

suppert operations goes to a

once-secret guerrilla force in
Laos, organized by the CH
composed of thousands of Lao~
tian tribesmen and  “volun-
teer” soldiers flom neight hor-,
ine Thailand.

Many of the Thai volunteers, *

Symington disclosed during
the debate Monday, actually
are professional soldicrs from
tIL Thai army, including a .
gencral and several olnf'x off1~

United State,s first got invo vz;d

-in Laos, the bill was only $11. 9
1 million,
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Az tae Yo Chi

ceiple of congressicnal confrol

sspending there,

BY FRIED FARRAR

{Chicago Tribune Press Servical
WASHINGYON, Oct. 4-The
enate.today voted, 67 lo 11, to
impose aceiling of $350 mﬂmn
on United Stales spending in
the war in Lags in the cuuent
Aiscal year. . '

The cation also chuncs tn:nt
in the future the administra-
tion report regularly to Con-
gress on how much it spmd:.
in Laos and what tnp mmoy is
" used for.
a[tcr Sen.
Stuart Symington [D., 3la.],
spensor of the amendnment lo
the military precure ment au- |
thorizalion  bill; allered his
atnendraent o raise the cciling |
from $200 million and exemnt
tha cost of air strikes in north-
crn YLaos from the ceiling in
addition to air strikes against
Ainh trail,

Matches Planuned

Snending

The change hrought the eeil-
“ing in line with -what the ad-
ministration, had asked for in
military spending ia Laos for
{his fiscal year and won fof
the amendment the support of
Sen. John €. Stennis [D.,
Miss.], chaivman of the Senale
Armed Services Commiilee
and fleor manager of the $21
biflien military procuvement
bill, \ .

In agreeing to the change,
Symington said: I believe the
principle in the long rm is
more iraportant than ~ the
arnount of the ceiling.”

e was referring to the prin-

over the Amount of American
military epending in Laos--
control which he harged was
herctofore been lacking with-
out Congress op thé public be-
ing aware of exactly how
much this country has been

Costs Disputed )
“ He charged lhat altho the
Nizon adminisfration has said
it only planned lo spend $221
million for military assistaice
to I' a0s in this fiscal year, the

bul not those aga nmt the Yo
Chi Minh Trail, _

The cosl of sirikes aguinst
the trail are considered by the
Pentagon to be part of the
over-all cost of the Viet Nam
War, .

Irulhright Cpposes Plan

“Symington said that the
preseit administration, as well
as previous osnces, ]mw hidden
muel of ywhat 11?: heen spent
in Le ms by funaeling the inon-
ey thro lhe Cenlral Intelli
gence Agency or using mons
from odm {unds. He_ said that

lhe 1rpomn pr visions of his

armendment
prevent this diversion,

were designed o
Sen, J. Willlam Fulbright
[D., Ark.], who voled apainst
the amendment, said .thal
while he was in favor of it in
principle, he Jwes not ‘con-
vinced that (he administration
would abide by either the ceil-
ing or the spirit of the report-
ing provisions, . ’

The Tereign Relalions Com-
mittee chaivman noted that
last year Congress passed the
Cooper-Church amendment
which banued the use of Araer-
iean mency Lo julreduce troops

SIAIINIL

from another cevuley into Laes
or Cambedia, but Fulbright
conlended that the administra-,
tion got avound this by paying :
Tahi mercenaries to fight in
Laos and uescuom" hun as
“native Laotians.”

The Seuate is In its thn(l
week of dehate o {he military
procurement bill and a final
vote is. expected Wednesday.
Wollowing the vate, the bill will
go to a House-Scnate confer-
cnce - cotamitiee to- give the
House the opportunity o cx-
press itself on the Symivglon
amendinenf.

STATINTL
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e said this

of air strikes in northein Laos,.
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Senator hifs way escaiation |

WASHINGTON — Three senators have charged in the past few
days that President Nixon has been secretly escalating the war through-
out Indochina. ) ) '

Sen. Mike Gravel (D-Alaska) told a news conference Sunday that

+ Nixon has stepped up the bombings in Cambadia, Lacs and Victnam. '

o . “He wants to achieve by bombing what former President Lynden
B. Johnson failed to do with ground treops. Nixon xants to win the war
— through another agency and through mercenaries.”

Gravel. who noted that the Senate will vote Tuesday on his amend-
ment to halt all bombing in Southeast Asia, said the U.S, has dropped -
the equivalent of “several hydrogen bornbs” in the war zone. '

~ Stuart Syminglon (DMo) charged Monday that tie U.S. has secret-

ly increased its involvement in the “‘undeclared and uncontrolled’”” war

_in Laos. The U.S. Embassy in Venliate now is directing *“‘most of the
war,” he said. : ‘ , ' -

_ The U.S. government, he said, “trains, arms and feeds” the Royal /
Laotian Army and Air Force while the CIA coordinates and pays a
growing force of Thai *'volunteers.” ' -

Svmington made his remarks as he introduced. an amendment
to the $21 billion militacy procurement bill row before the Senate. The
a nendment would cut spending on the war in Laos by €0 percent. -
~ Another amendinent to the bill, “introduced by Sen. Clifford- P.
Case (R-NJ1. would impose “an absolute ceiling” of 1£9 on the pumber
of Americans who could b assignad to the U.S. embassy in Ca nbodia.

Case suid he was “increasingly alarmed”’ by reports thata military.
equipment delivery team sent to Cambedia to handle {oreign aid ship-
ments had swollen to 50 and {hat the Pentagon wanted to double that
figure. -~ . & .- . S )
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Senate Voles

79 L
‘43/1‘

Th Senate, dis turbed by CIA
involvement in a guerrilla war,
has voted to clamp a lid on the
steadily increasing (Obt of de-
fendlr‘g Liaos.

“In a compromise worked out
between the Nixon administra-
ition and Sen. Stuarl Symington,
D-Mo., mewbers voted, 67 to 11,
yewtr‘rda}, to impose a $350 mil-
Tion ceiling on U.S, support for
. lallied forces fighting in Laos —
including paramilitary troops
who are trained, paid, fcd

by the Central Imelh{,ence
Ageney.

'1he admendment, a rider fo
the $21 Dbillion ml‘ltary procure-
nent bill, does not aifect U.S.
air suppoutfot Laos, which costs
abeut” $140 millicn annually. Not
does it restrict the bombing of
the Ho Chi Minh Trail that leads
through Laos into Scuth Viet-
nam.

'

Would Ban kscalation

The adminisiration decided
not {o {igat the restriction since
350 millien apparently was all it
planned to spend anyway.
Bul the Symington

amend-
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Funds in Laos

ment, if enacted, would prevent
-a major U.S. escalation of the
wer. And it represents the first
attempt by Congress to control
the OIA’s role in the ¢onflict—a
vole that now has been acknowl
edged by the administration,
The ClA-directed guerilla
army in Laos incgudes Lao ir-
regulars and “volunteers” from
neighboring Thailand.
« Symington said during the de-
pate {hat many of the Thai vol-
unteers are professional soldiers
ficin the Thai army. He said the
cost of supporting them is 25
percent higher than the cntire’
U.S. outlay for the Royal Lac
army, the regular force that is
supported under the official USS,
military assisbance program but
that has not proved effective in

10315\1115, the Nor Lh Vietramese
and Palhet Lao rebels.
American ground troops have,
been barred from fighting in,
Laos since 1969 by act of Con-
gress. Bul there has been con-
cern that the growing U.S. aid
program and CIA| .
- involvement—which has in-
creased American costs 20-fold
in the last nine years—could cs-
calate into a Vietndm-like war,

CIA Role Unveiled

The CIA expenses, like most of
the other appropriations for the
agency, hormally are disguised
by hiding the outlays in pddded
appropriations  for ‘other agen-
cies. The Syminglon amendment
recognizes the CIA’s in volve-
mmt in Laes for the first time.

Sen,  J. William  Fulbright,
D-Ark., warned however, that

the amendment 1may be used by
the adminisiration in the future
as cvidence that Congress was
authorizing the CIA {0 c‘onlmue
ils work. . :

STATINTL




< (M. ¥EAGLETON),

from Connecticut (34r.

e

o 1/\).‘1
Mr. ALI O”" *. Now, Mr. President, X
am ready, if the distinguished Senator
from Mississippi, the chairman of the
commibice, is ready, and I am periectly
willing to ask for a quortwm call to be
taken ovub of both sides. T want to he
sure that we have a recordzsd voie on
this matter, and when we have enough
Senators in the Chamber, we catl as}:
for yeas am‘ ne

The PRE 1I)11~.G OFFICER. The yoas
and nays hove previously beun ordered.

Mr. ALLOYT, If they have been or-
dered, Mr, President, I think we should
have a short guorum call. ¥ suggest the
ahsenceof & ¢uorim,

The PRESITDING OFRICER, The clerk
will call the voll. - .

"The legislative clerk plocecd a to call

- the roll.

‘Mr. ALLOTT, Mr, PICSldEI)t, \I ask
wnanimeus consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded. ~ - ’

*The IPRESIDING OFCLER. Without
objection, it is so oxdmcd

Mr., AULOTTT, IT it is ¢
chairman of the comumittee, the man-
ager of the bill, T am willing to yield
back the rcm?mdu of my time, if he is
willing to yield bhack his, and we can
then proceed, the yeas and nays having
been ()rdered, to vote on amendment
No. 430.

My, SPRNNIS. Mr. P :ice if they

nt,
s no one who \\15]._105 tm , T am re ac.y

to yield back the remain @er of my time.

My, ALLOTT. T yield back the re-
mainder of my time, -

The PRESIDING OFFICYR (Mr. Brnt
SEN). All remaining time having hecen
vielded back, the guestion is on agree-
ing to the amendment No., 430 of the
Senator from Colorado, as modified. On
this question, the yeas and nays have
been ordered, and the clerk will ecall

“the roll. '

. The legislative clerk calied the roll.

Mr. MANSPIHLD. I announce that the
Senator from North Dakote (Mr. Buae-
prex), the Senator from West Vivginia
(Mr. Bynn), the Senator from Ydaho (Mr.,
Crurci), the Senator from MMissourd
the Senator fiom Mis-
sissippi (Mr. Eastrnanp), the Senator
from Aleska (Mr, Gravelw), the Senator
from I‘»'.[JC,IU»;UII (Mr. Haxvt), the Senator
from Indizna (Myr. Ilantxr), the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr, ¥on~
LINGs), the Senator from Minnesots, (Mr.
Humrurey), the Senator from Louisiena
(Mr. Long), the Senator from Washing-
ton (Mr. M,\c.fxusox\'), the Zenator from
Minnesotss, (Mr, Mowpang), the Senator
Risicorr), the
Senator from New Hampshive (Mr, Mce-
Inzyrw), the Senator from Alabaina
(M1, Srarxman), and the Scnator from
Nevada (Mr, CanNon) are necessarily a
sent. ,

¥ also announce that {he Senator from
Wyoming (Mr, McGyy), the Scenator
from New Mexice (Mr. Monrtova), and
the Senator from Cicorgia Ovr. Tau-
MADGRE) are absent on official business,

I further announce that, if present
and voling, the Scnater from North
Dakota (Mr. Burpicr), the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. Graven), the Sanator from
Washington (Mr. MG\'U son), the Sen-
ator from Wyoming (Mr., McGer), the
Senator , from Connecticut (Mr, Rni-

"necticul (Mr.
Tofficial business,

adrecable to the'

STATINTL
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‘corr), the Senator from New IInmpshire
(Mr. McIntyre), the

Senator from In-
diana (Mr. Hartum), the Scnator from
Minnesote (Mr., FHunrenrry), and the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr., Mox-
Tova) would each vote “yen.” .

Mr. SCOTT. I anntounce that the Sen-
ator frorn Utah (Mr. Brxnerr) is ebsent
on official busincss.

The Senator from klatioma  (OMr.
BELLMON) , the Scenator from New Hamp-
snire (Mr. Corrox), the S\ntttor from
¥ansas (OMr. Donp), the Scenalor from
Michigan (Mr. Grirriy), the S nator
from New York (Mr, Javres), the Sen-
ator from Illinois (Mr. Percy), and the
Senator from Texas (Mr,
neeessatily absent.

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
MunpT) §s absent because of illness,

The .Senator from Tenncssee (My.
Broc), and the Senator from Con-
V’EIC}:ER) are detzined on

If present and voting, the Senator
from Tennessec (Mv. Brocx), the Sen-
ator from Xansas (Mr. DoLr), the Sen-
ator from New York (Air. Javirs), the
Senator from Illinois (Mr. Perey), and
{he Senalor from Texes (Mr. Towkr)
would cach vote “yea.”

‘The result was announrvd——y eas 65,
nays 4, as follows:

{XNo. 247 I.eg.]
YRAS 65

Alken Fannln » Nelzon
Allen Fong Packwood
Allotl . . Gambrell Pastare
Anderson Goladwater Pearson
Baler Gurney Pcll
Bayl% Harnsen Proxmire
Beal Harris Fendolph
Rentzen Roth
Bible Saxbe
Bogzos Hug hcd Schweiker
Birooke L\ov)e Scott
Puciley aclson Spong
bsrd Va. Jordon, H.C, Sinfford
- Jordan, Idaho  Stennis
(‘hima Mansfleldt - Btevens
CooX Mathias Symington °
Cooper AcClellan Taft
Cranston McCovern Thurmond
Curtis - Metealf Tunney
Domlinick Miller Willtans
kllender Moss Young
Ervin Muskie
NAYS—4
Fulbright Smith Stevenson
Eennedy
NOT VOTING—3]
Bellmon Gravel Mondale
Bennelt CGrifiin Montoye.
Brock Hart Mundt
Burdlek Hartke Parey
Ryrd, W.Va. Hollings Ribicoffl
" Cannon Fumphrey Sparkman
Church Javits Talmadge
Cotton Long Tower
Dole Magnuson Welcker
Eagleton - NMceGee -
Eastland MeclIntyre -

So Mr. ALLoTT's amendment (No, wO)
was agreed to. 3

Mr. DOLAE subsequently said:  Mr.
President, this morning I was unavoid-
ably detained in re "uming Lo Washington
from Kansas and narrc
rollcall on the a*ncnﬂrvxcnh sponsored by
the distinguished senior Senalor from
Colorado (Mr. Arrorr)., Had I been
present it would have been my privilege to
join with the overwheliming majority of
my colleagues in approving the Senator
from Colorado’s proposal to provide sub-
stantial pay increases to mermbers of the
armed services. ¥aving voted in favor of

TOWER) arc.

“the uniform of the- United

tand

owly missed the .-

the earlier, Senate™
pay inerense, T was gr aLlIlc'd L)mt,
aphroval of this measure
today. A

1t is hwaportant to keep in mind that
raising military pay scales is a matter of
high national priority for two very crucia
reasons, First, by increasing the pay o
our men and women in uniform we {ulfil
an obligation to recognize and reward Lh
contributions they are making to th
maintenance of olir naticnal defense. Iy
many cases their pay is woefully inade
guate anad totally unjustified in terms o
the responsibilitics they bear and th
obhg‘,atlona they owe to themselves and
their families, And second, by putling
military pay in cleser competition with
civilian wages we take a significant step
toward ending the draft and creating an
all-voluntecr military force. For, only
by making a military carveer atbtractive
and secure monetarily, cen we hope to
draw to it the type of jindi.viduak needed
to fuliill the requirements of modern na-
tional defense

I comminend the
for his leacicrship in seceking to upgrade
the pay scales of the Armned Forces end
for his longstending concern and devo-
tion to the men and women who wear
States so
proudly and with such great distinetion
Lo themseclves ang their Nation.

ORDER, FOR SLPATY PRINY
My, MOZS, Mr. Pres

elw te)
was achioved

S, 2620
ident, I ask unani-

- mous consent that a star print be ordered

for 5. 2620, the Fast-West Trade Bx-
change Act of 1971, Introduced by the
Senator froin \"aqrnn ybon (Mr, MackUu-
son) on Thursday, Sc;_)tcmbssr 30, 1971.
Due to an inadvertence, an incorvect text
was attached when the bill wos intro-
duced for referral,

The 1’51«::311)1'\@ OFFICER  (Mr.
BeyTsrr). Without objection, it is so

MILITARY PROCUREMENT AU-
THORIZATIONS, 1972

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill (312, 8687 to au~-
thorize aporepriztions during the fiscal
year 1972 for procurement of aircraft,
missiles, nuaval vessels, tracked combat
vehicles, tornedoss, and other weapons,
research, development, test, and
evalualion for the Arimed Forees, and to
preseribe  the  authorized p°1uonnel
strengih cf .the Selected Reserve of cach

“Reserve component of-the Arined Forces,

and for other purposes,
i AMENDMENT NO. 434

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
Sievenson), Tursuant to the previous
order, the Senale will now proceed {o the
consideration of amendment Iwo 434 by.
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Syming-
TO'\I) which the clerk will report.

hu assistant legislative clerk read es
follows:

The Senalor from Mizsourf (Mr., SyMING-
TON) proposes amendment No, 434 as fol—
lows:

At the end of tie bill add a new szetion as
follows:

“Sre. 605, (o) Notwithstanding any other

proviston of law, no funds authorizcd to be
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The Central Intelligence Agency long has enjoyed  ing 1o let ouisiders, i as the public’s elected
¢ gency long JOY hU

- immunity frora the Lind of close budgetary scruliny
siven other federal sgencies by congressional com-
mittees serving as watchdogs on the expenditure of
public funds. Only a highly select group of law-
makers has been keeping tabs on the operations of .

the CIA. This auunaement permitted the highly re<

sp%ted Congressional Quarterly to comment: “The
CIA remains a mystery even to the body. that voled
it into existence.” o _ .

Increasing numbers of lawmakers are upset over
the special status given the CIA because of disclo-!
sures the AZEBCY has been abusing its privileges. Tt
has kept hidder” from the subcommittee supposed
10 oversee it the Tacts showing just huw deeply 1}10
CIA has involved jtsell in the war in La

US Sen. Stuart Symingtmn of Missouri, a former!
secretary of defense and a member of the Senate
armed services subcommittee, who is supposed to
he one of the few with access to information aboul
the €IA, is helping to blow the whistle on the
azency. He reports the administration’s closed ses-
sion briefing of the Senate lagt June on Laotian op-,
erations reveals the CIA to be playing a far greaters
role than he had realized. ‘ i
Said Symington: “Mobody knows the amounts
(hn CIA is spending while wnder orders from the §
executive branch te continue to supervige and di- j
rect this long and 1afva"m° war (in Laos).” N ,g
The CIA has become a law unto 1‘self I‘s‘mb—
lished by Congress only to coordinate ke colic chm
of intelligence, the CIA instcad establizhes its own
- foreign policies and executes them without hoihgﬁv

reprasentatives, know, cven broadly, about its ac-
tivities. This highly danzerous practice is more ap-
propriateto a totalitarian state than a democracy.
Yortunately, there ars signs increasing numbers
of énagressmen, and possibly the White House, too,
want to pull in the reins on the CIA, Bills to estab-
lish tighter coutrols on the agency are pending in
Congress. And the Nixon administration veportedly -
is looking for ways of cutting $500 million &nd
50,000 employes from the $5 billion budgets and -
200,000-worker staffs of the various inteHigence-gath- -
ering operations headed by the CIA, ;

J
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By RICHA? ’U DUDMAN,

v Chief Wachington Correspondeit

- of the Post-Dizpateh
WASHINGTON, Oct. 2 -~ A

Ih) c ly seciet United States
Vud] in’ Laos and Cambodia is to’

i
t
i~ broad. Ynew attack ammst the
[ 1
i

be opened Monday by Scnators’

i
i
'
'
!

i ~ Stuart Syminglon (Dem.), of,

Missouri, and Clifford P. Case

i
. (Rep.), New Jersey.

i+ pencilwres,

i l arg
z ;l:](?ll(:']:ﬂ‘\tl S\'Ol&qb(érquEFo

They will try to amend th"
pending Foreign Assistance Act

on the number of U.S. military
men that may be stationed in’
; Cambodia.

Both have been upandincr’
i steadily for several years, but
[ the mcreases have been con-
! .
i cealed.from the American peo-
. ple and from Congxess until re-
| cently.”
{
i
{
!
!
i

. Five” h ours

aside Monday afternoon for de-
bate cn the U.S. involvement in
Laos, whlcn has been expand-
ing af’ the U.S. ground opera-
tions 1r» Vletnam have been re-
duced.

- Syzmngtcn has prepared a re-
vised  version of his amendment
to pul -2 ceiling of $200,000,000

1 U S.. expenditures in Ia053
thxs ycar foreconomicaid,
military - assistance and all oth-
er U.S. activities

That would represent a cut of
nom]y 60 per cent, because tes-
timony belore the Senate

1 Armed Services Committee had

b disclosed. that the total planned

v expendilures there this year

. amouut.to $150,200,600.

. That figure do=s not include
#hout 520,000,000 or more for
US air operations along the
Ho Chi Minh Trail system of in-

i Filtration mutes into %mh Viet-

Comam. -0

Nor \-vould Symmvtons pto-

[
i
f

l

to put ceilings on the amount;
that may be spent in Laos and

: posed csiling apply (o opera-
'= tions  along “the Ho Chi Minh
Trail, By exempling those ex~|
he seeks to avoid

i troops, il in South Vietnam or

s have been- sct

cand support of a clandesting

- his capacity as the

. including . $143,400,000 for U.S.

99[50 ved FcL w%lﬁsfé?ﬁ-bb‘ﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%

wal program. -

The  broad ]anguage of the
amendment would cut the funds
spent through the Department
of Defehse and the aid program
as well as expenditures by the
Central Intelligence Agency.

o the CIA, which. gets its ap-
pi6 ‘owl funds hid-
dcn el,ex,hhrc in the federal
“budget, - pays for the training

army of Lao {ribesmen and for
a_ growing force of Thai soldiers;
fighting in I"os under U.S.
direction.

Case’s dmcnument would put!
a ceiling on the number of,
Americans that could be as-,
signed to Cambodia. 1t wouldi
freeze the number at abouitb :
present level.

Symington, Case andothe r
Senators contend that the Nixon'
Adrninstration has been violat-
ing the spirit if not the letier of
restrictions written into law last:
year to curb expansion of the
war in Laos and Cambodia.

Symington hasbhecnlaying
the groundwork forseveral
years for this new cifort (o]
curb the war. He has demanded!
repeafedly to know the facts
zbout U.S. operations there, in|
> only Senator,
who 15 a member of both the’
Forelgn  Relations Commitlee
and the Armed Services Com-
mitiee. ’ |

Last spring, two members of!
the staff of his subcommiltee;
on United States security agree-
ments and commitments abroad
went {o Vientiane at about the

same time that Defense D"part-
ment witnesscs were asking the
Armed Services Commitiee or
a new autherization of
§125,800,000 for military assist-
ance to Laos in the current 1972
fiscal year.

The staff members learned in
the Taotion capital thatf the es-
timate of the 1972 military as-
sistance program actually being
plamed for Laos was t\ yice that
amount -— $250,160,000."

Other planned expenditures,

air support in northern Laos
and other areas excluding the
Mo Chi.iMinh Trail arca,
brought _ihe total for the cur-
rent yeat to ncarly § "“D,OG0,0G

Presidént Richard M. Nixon,
after repeated questions on the
subject, gave what he called a
“precise description of our cur-
rent  activities in Laos” in a
statcment'on March 6, 1970.

He said that the United States
was providing regular and ir-
regular Lao forces with cquip-
ment, training and logistics
suppmt 11 said that thn Unit-

reRélEASE 200010515 -

Chi Minh Trail, reconnaissance

flights In Northern Laos, rlnd

ernment,;.combat mlss'on:,
Lao forces.
Mr. Nixow’s statement made
ro mention of the CIA support)
of the clandestine army aud the;
thai troops. Nor did it convey
any clear lmpxowon of the in-
tensive campaign by the U.S.
Air Torce, including b_aZ
strikes in northern L.aos.
Last year, both houses passed
a bill, and the President signed
it, prohibiting -U.S. support for
Vietnamese “or other free
world forces” in “‘actions de-
signed to’ provide military sup-
port and assistance to the gov-
crnments of C%mboma;m' Laos,
. . X ) 4
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“The problems of esplonage

It’s hard for a Russian spy to make an
honest living any time, and it’s even
harder. now that the:London intelli-
gence market has -suddenly’ bécome
" less rewarding., With 105 of the 550
Russian- officials-pr ev1ously assigned
to Britain now barnned from the coun-
try, and with the further restriction
that prohibits even their lepl icement,
the mes ssage to Moscow is clcar th
scndmsf spies.

Sir Alec Douglas-Home, Britain’s for-
eign secretary, put it more,elegantly.
In an Aug. 4 lctter to Soviet Foreign
Minister Gromyko, he wrote, after
listing specific examples, “I do net
accept your contention that, in the in-
terest of Anglo-Soviet relations, Her
Majesty’s Government should abstain
from taking measures to prevent, limit
or inhibit the espionage conducted by
Soviet officials and other Sovict citi-
zens in this country on such an extcn—
sive scale
{ .

Britain’s acuon should not be mis-
construed as putting an end to the
spy business, even in London. Amer-
ican intelligence experts say that half
or more of the officials in most So-
viet embassies, trade missions and
other delegations are involved in es-

pionage. If that assumption is correct,

then even after the crackdown last

week, 100 or so Russian agents will
remain in BI 1ta1n .

“‘But the Blltluh move is Iu ely to have'

“afi effect in many parts of the world.
" The number of Soviet officials in-

volved should make peo: "= in nearly’ i
all capitals think twice ab ¢ the pur- |
poses that visiting Ru~:51. NS mmhL be }
pursuing. '

Unfortunately the same people might
also he provoked into second thoughts
aboui Americans. Some will recall
that the ClAshas been running an air-
line and directing a war in Laos and .
carrying oub other operations from
the cover of aid missions. They might
wender to what extent they are the
benesiciaries -~ or objects — of the |
estimated total of $§5 billion spent an-~ 1
nually by the United States in its (also |
estimated) 200,600-person mtelhgence
octlwtxeq

v e
UJ.]forLunately,' too, the very definition !
of covert intelligence means that such -
doubts can’t be overcome, The most
one can hope is that people of other”
countries will have greater confidence”
in American integrity than jn that of
the Soviet Union. . The exposure of
Russian activities in Britain ovght to
help. S P /
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