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CIA Echoes——CIA agents ac-
cused of fostering the opium . -
traffic in Southeast Asla can
take consolation from a proc-
edent set 30 years ago in the
same area by the old Oifice-of
Strategic Services. In a book /
soon to be published, called
“The OSS in Wark War I e !
author Edward Hymolf wrltes
that OSS &agents paraclluted
into Burma with silver coins R
and oplum to pay anti- Japa-
nese Kachin jrregulars, - “If
there was any moral consider-
ations,” writes Hymolf, an ex-
0SS man himself, “they were
overcome by the realities of
war and military operalions.”

. @ 1972, Unlted Feature Syndicats
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" ALTHOUGH his oper
“are well kuown, the elusive Lo
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Nixon's global war on the infei-
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Lo's younger brotler runs
the  Tachileh  end  of  the
operation.

Althougly by ro means the
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McKie, and Jancis Long.

M This pamphlet was wntlogz ‘collectively by a i
- N - study group supported by the Comumittee
of Concerned Asian Scholars. The'group
included Pat Haselline, Jcrry Meldon,
Charles Knight, Mark Selden, Rod Aya,
Henry Norr, and Mara. Thanks to all
who helped, especially Jim Morrell, Tod .
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- Homage to CIA Drug Fight fronic

- The American Medical Asso-
ciation, which predictably of-
fers few surprises at its an-
nual meeting, achieved the un-
expected this year,

As one enfered the conven-
tion's exhibition hall in San
Irancisco’s Civie ¢ enter,
one’s nostrils were assailed hy
an odor more appropriste to
that city’s Haight-Ashbury dis-
trict — an aroma strongly
suggestive of the burning
lcaves and blossoms of the fe-
male Cannabis sativa plant.”

The scent fired the curiosity
of all in the hall who had ever
sampled mavijuana and drew
from the wife of one physician
atlending the meeting the re-
mark that she had smelled
thal odor many times in the
back of the school bus she
drives.

That was only the beginning
of the surprise. TFollowing

- . one’s nose, one soon came

upon a booth housing an exhib-
it on drug abuse which fea-

‘tured a display about many
.drugs, including pot, and a de-

vice that generated a synthatic

. smoke that was close to, if not

identical with the real thing.
*

There was still more surpise
fo come in this display, which
— it turned out—had won
the gold medal in the AMA’s
coveted Billings Prize compe-
tition as one of the outstanding
scientific exhibits of the meet-
ing. The exhibitor was no
mere doctor or pharmaceuti-
cal firm, or even your aver-
age, run-of-the-mill science-
oriented government bureau.
It was that most unlikely of

~contenders for an AMA

award: The Central Intelli-

. gence Agency.

Dr. Donald Borcherding of
the CIA was on hand to ex-
plain  the - exhibit’s origins,
Like most agencies, he said,
the CIA has.an occupational
health division whose job it is
to promote the well-being of
its personnel, When CIA offi-

cials at the agency’s Langley,
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- Va., headquarters became

By JUDITH RANDAL

Asia whose charter business is
worried about pot, LSD, speed, almos,ril exchusivaly withl the
heroin and the like, Borcherd- CIA. The Golden Triangle re-
ing and his celicagues assem-  gion, incidentally, is said to
g Y,
bled the display. . grow 70 parcent of the world’s
According fo the CIA medie, illicit opium from which mor-
it was an immediate hit, not phine base, morphine ~and
only at the Langley “Spook eventually hcrgm a{'e demve}d.
Farm™ but also among groups For morz details on the
in the communmity, such as CIA's complicity in the heroin
Knights of Columbus lodzes mess, one might consult an
and parent-teacher associa- article entitled “Flowers of
tions.. The CIA is thinking ¥vil” by historian Alfred W,
about putting together “how- McCoy, in the July issue of
to-do-it” instructions so that Iarper's magazine. Partof a
other groups can build their forthcoming hook called “The
own replicas, Politics of Heroin in Southeast
Asia,” the article spells out in
* delail how Vag Pao, long the
' leader of a CIA sccret army in
Granfed, the ecrusade h o .
against drug abuse noeds all 1495, has become even more
the help it can get. Bal (he decply involved in the drug
trouble with the CIA exhibit s traffic. ?“.“,1 \ﬁ‘ha-L role this u,? f-
that it does nol tell things ¢ has played in the importa-
strictiv asthéym‘é For exaxtﬁ- tion of heorin into the United
ple, it implics that the use of tS_Latos irflégutllts\/ilc}tsl?anll}y our
marijuana sets the stage for ‘'O0PS 1 g
later use of heroin. This issue *
is by no means seltled and, as ¢
a malfer of fact, there is a . .
good deal of evidence to sug- .Wrxtes McCoy of tbe situa-
gest ihat alcohol, rather than tion: “As a result of direct and
marijuana, is the first drugto indircct American  involve-
be abused by most people whe  ment, opium production has
subsequently bccome . heroin  sleadily lncrea'sed,.hlgh-grgzde,
addicts, - heroin production is flourish-
In any case, many experts ing and thlcd Goll(]ien 'l‘ri)angle’s
believe that if there is any poppy fields have become
connection whatever between linked to markets in Europe
pot and heroin, it is theirille- and the U.S.?
gal status and that if the for- The CIA went away from the
mer were ‘“decriminalized,” San Francisco meeting with a
its link with the latler would gol(cll medal ~and*‘E no d(})lubt, a
tend to disappear. good many doctors who saw
More important to this dis- the exhibit went away im-
cussion than an argument pressed. Some of them proba-

‘about the casual relationship bly learned for the first time

of the two drugs is the point | what pot smells like.

that the CIA does not come J But for others there was a
into the campaign with com-" bitter incongruity in the gov-
pletely clean hands. Reporters ernment’s  super-secret spy
have been hearing for more arm winning a medal for an
than a year that the agency exhibit on the horrors of drug
has been supporting the heroin  abuse. To some it was a little
traffic in the Golden Triangle ,like the Mafia geiting a top
region of Laos, Thailand and \/ award for a display of the
Burma, and that this opium evils of exiortion, prostitution
byproduct has been one of the and gambling — and a few of
more important cargoes car- the more soc:ally aware physi-
ried by Air America, an air- cians present did not hesitate

line operating in Southeast to say so.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—If, and we have every reason to believe it's true, the charges made " .
in the March, 1972 issue of “Earth Magozine,” that the CIA is now, and has been in the
_past, dealing in the dipe traffic, it's deplorable. Drugs and its danger was brought to the at-
tention of the American people of the National HERALD-DISPATCH newspapers in 1960. We :
- pointed.out in our initia| drive against dope, the fact that it destroys American youth. -

.~ Hence, if the CIA as charged and doccumented by “Earth Magazine” is dealing in the
. -dope traffic, they are singularly destroying a whole generation of American youth. Dope des-
.troys the brain cell, it renders the individual, regardless of race, creed, cr naticnal origin, use-
* less and powerless to think clearly. Dope, as it was fed to American soldiers in Asia is despicable
and deplorable. In Asia America’s finest youhg manhcod was destroyed before being sent -into
battle in a senseless, useless, racist war. : K :

In the article titled “The Selling of the CI A" text by Morton Kondracke, offers documen-
tation, photographs of former CIA spies. The spy was quoted, and we have no reason to believe
that Earth is lying on the CIA, that its history is a sordid one.

The HERALD-DISPATCH has been aware for a number of years that the CIA has had
" stooges in the universities and colleges throughout the nation where they recruit brilliant young
students. These students were used as spies to overthrow the African and Asian countries, to
murder, assassinate, and destroy pecple. '

L o “’Earth” cites facts that the CIA is involved in the opium traffic with the "fertile tri-
( LT -~ . - _angle’” in the border areas of Laos, Burma, Thailand and the Yunnan province of southern
- ) - China. They say, “‘abcut twenty-five percent of the heroin sold in America comes through this
Southeast Asian channel. Ironically, the American taxpayer feots a six billion dsllar vear b
for running the dcpe—the CIA, an organization which answers to nobody, is intricately

Ve 'Ab’bro"\'/ééﬂ?dmé|ea§@mmdlq~6°f SR P800 50 1 ROOGUDB190001ed States. U.S. tax mo
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Embassy there that a helicopter
did in fact go down in May in
Burma znd it belonged to
JUSMAG. )

- Querried again, and after
four days research, the Em-

bassy in Bangkok could only cen-

clude that the incident had oc-
curred. DBut neither the Ameri-
cans involved nor their mission
could be discovered.

According to sources within,
the American intelligence com-
munity,  the helicopter was on
a mission inside Burma, was
forced to find a landing zone be-
cause of engine trouble, and,
tpon landing was held for aver
a week by Burmese authorities.

One source in the Vientiane
Embassy said the helicopter
was on a mission in Thailand.
Another source there said the
helicopter 'was on a mission in
Laos.

According to J. R, Cunning-
ham, Laos manager for Air
Ameriea, two other incidents
involving American planes in-
terred in Durma have occurred

over the padAPprOved. FimreReieasa@Om)l@w‘I 6" CIA- RDP80 01601R000400190001-0

‘years ago a t‘win—engine beecli-

craft airplane went down near
Tachilek, in the vicinity of the
DBurma- Lao-T ai border. The
second incident, a year ago,
involved a helicopter with an
American pilot and Filipino
fhght mechanic. Both of these
were Air America planes that
had mistaken Burma for Thai-

land when looking for emergency

landings, Cunningham said,
Cunningham denied that there
! had been any such incidents in-
volving Air America ihis year,
lor that Air America pilols ever
- fly missions into Burma deli-

' berately,

Stale Department spokesmen
in Washington D. C. confirmed
that a helicopter had strayed
over the border into Burmé last
Novermber, The craft was on
a "refugee resupply mission”
and ran into bad weather. It

- was subsequently held for one

week, a spokesman said.

The StatesDepartment denied
any lmowledge of the incident
last May. A Department of De-
fensa source in the military
attache office also was vnaware
of the incident. "As far as
concerred, it didn't happen,’
he said.

Back in Bangkok American
press attache Donald Newman
shrugged off the May incident,
He agscried that the helicopter
was held no longer than "about
a day."

- VIt wasn't @ bigdeal,” said
Newman. "It didn't have any-~
thing to do wiih things real or
imaginary going on in Burma.™

But what is going on in Bur-
ma? All official versions of the
story deny a member of the
Rangoon American Embassy o
of the CIA was on the cliopper..
A source within the military
intelligence comrmuaity, how-
ever, said "We've got guys go-
ing in and out of there all the
time. "

The area in questlon is knowt

s

e8e

JESN

i ﬂ

as the Shan states, the eastern-

most section of Burma, sharing-
borders with China, Laos and
Thailand. It is well-known as
the center of epium growing in -
‘Southeast Asia but is balkan-
ized by warring tribes, clans’
and wartords. Accordmg to
well-informed souvces, there
are at least three contingents o.
local forces supported and ad-

states.

=/

-

The U.S. ig also said, by a
< source close to the Banfrkok
American Embassy, to be help-
_ing to finance an irregular force
known as the "C.I.F.,", com-
posed of remnants of old Chin-
- sse Kuomintang units, left in
Burma and Thailand followm0
‘communist takeover of China.
These forces, along with local
* tribal groups, are reportedly
engaged in a mini-war against
the communist-supported. Meo
people for control of opium-
growing land in the extreme
northeast of Thailand near the
Burma and Laos borders.

It is rumored here that aid .
will soon be cut off to these for-
ces, nuinberiag absut 2,000
men, in coanecti with the new
anti-opium drive of the Nixon

.administration.
* A Shan trader, who illicitly
plies in gems, skins and other
exotic items of trade between
Thailand and Burma, said that
American weapons, parhcu]arly.
M16 rifles and M79 grenade
JMaunchers, in the Shan states is
increasing, as various factions
attempt to control the trade
‘routes and more recently the
heroin factories in the area.

The factories have come ap- -
parently.as o result of increased
drug surveillance in Thailand,
I.2os and Vietnam. The bulky
opium is refined into heroin
closer to the fields, making it
casier to transport. )

The trader felt that most of
the arms are {irst given by the

~U.S. to the Lao and Thai ar-
mies and then sold under the
table to various groups in the
Shan states. Some of the arms,
however, come directly from
Americans (o help their favor-
ites, he said.

The Burmese Cominunist
Party also operates in the area
and is equipping its People's
Liberation Army with Chinese
weaponsg, the trader said. He
added that American assistance
was designed to counter the
communist gugrrilia movement,
+ which has won some support in
certain areas of the Shan states,
by eliminating opium growing--
not especially profitable to the
farmers--and by driving off the
bandit -like paramilitary units
that control the movement of
opium out of the desolate moun-
tains of Burma toward the ‘nter-
national heroin markets of the
world, :
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. By D. ¥ Ronk

T Epectal to 'hs Weshington Post

SO VIRNYIANE, Nov, 2 US.
spokesmen  have confirmed
“{hat an American helicopter
was detained by Durn2st au-

- -{horitics when it was found fo

‘be operating inside their bor-
ders around the end of May of
{his yenr. '

According 1o the U.B.
spokegh
hclicoﬁ(cr apparently violaled
Purma's air epace during “Had

~ weather.”

« However, Wichacl Morrow
of Dispalch News Adency, who
reported on “the incident In
late Scplember, said  fhe:
“pegt”  sources Ju Bangkok,’
“Thailand; told him the craft

wag on a clandestine miss.ion:
juto Burma and was catrying
‘a - Burmese military attache,

from Bangkok ag well as at
‘least ono U.S. intelligence
agent, '

Air Amerlea is described as
a privele charter alrline. It
provides aiveraft for several

southeast Asia and has close
Yinks with {he Contral Intelli-
genee Agency.

Morrow said the source$ in

I Bangkok said the mission of

{he white, unmarked helicop-!

ter detalned in Burma was {o’

visit CIA camps within that
country. 'The craft, sccording
{0 -Moriow's Sources, Wad as-
slgned  to the depuly com-

land, ~ )

“Burma is currenlly cn-
gaged In what one receut vigi-
tor o Rangoon degeribed as af;

Approved For Release 20001688 : CIA-RRRSOA($P1R

“multi-headed civil wer” with
several opposing forves, some -
of them polltically niotlvated
but sonie no better than eth-
nie bandit gangs. -
Onc group of insuvgents is
"1ed by formier Prime Minister
U Nu who weas ousted in 1862
by the current militery yegime
of Prime hlivisler Ne Win,
Morrow's report about the

jnen, the Alr Americal

U.S.  misstons  throughout|

Durmese milttavy allache being
on board the detalned helicop-,
ter would Indicate clandestine
.8, assistance to the Ne Win
government, o o

Recent visitors to Burma re-
port increasing evldence there
of clandestine Amerlcan pres-
ence and describe it as approx-
‘mating  the carlier presence
and operations in J.aos. Most,

arcas of the counlry ave off-
limits to foreign visitors.

/
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his week- 1
in Vieantia ne, Laos:

An Associated Press reporier
since 1960, Arncit recently wrots a
scries of az‘i"*}us "J‘th Eema"d

Gavzer a'f‘o’! the I
n

South East Asie uﬂd hc ‘\vayk‘.".h'-‘
buom gsis to US troops in Yiet-
nam. Uu interviewed him sh“riiyi
M ’ i
dfter his return to New York, and,
2Skcd hm oo it the nature fthci
U |
<

.

veryone is against the use of heroin
or at Iéast they sey they are. Futbcvomi
the basic idea that pf‘ow talke hc;om
because their life is a bummer, there are

only a lot of charges and counter-
chargss about who is letting/help-
m"/,msnn /or profiting  from. the
heroin trade. ' .

‘We think that the heroin trade is a
typi'cal issue of our time. For exa ampie,
how is it that heroin can be tra ‘.spm tod
‘thousands of :xna,b over all sorts ¢f ¢ob-
stacles to poison miliions, while we
- cannot possisly figuie out how to got
focd to starving peopie?

We hope to uo a sez':'
N mtuv;"‘
vm.ct) of visws and evidones, “}vc
tarted with South Zast Asie bocause it

is the largest scurce of opium in the
world; and also becavse the heroin
usage by American in Vietnz
has led to increased information on )‘.'7‘\
issue becoming available, such 2
confidential government c‘ocunmn‘-.s
t’u,t wc p?x'l.ul‘ r teprint here

s do ot i rnw nm Ve o
s ARPIOVEE EQY S s;cea%t

onc wio has information, documents,
or knowledoe will hele e with thie

scldicrs

i

TAme

40

Taya 0NN

ll necessit ,.,

why is it a poii‘icm necessi y"
ing of the"6C’s, South
was seen as greatly threat-
Therz was

politic

Now
At the ‘m»m
Fast Asia

ened by Comimun’ist C1 ina.

great fear that revolution
pedple’s armies would sweep across
South East /'xSi'd to Vietnam, Thailand,
Formosa a and all the rest, So the Ameri-
can officials out there — the CIA, the
rican Military, and the B m‘mwy
people — figured that any epproach
would be aceeptable if it was in order to
resi ist that great a threat, Eventually, of

course, it led tora commitraent of half a

million Amcrican troops in Vietnar.
But ¢ven before Vietnam, any act o
prevent the Communists from taking

over the area was considered accept-
able, and this included ¢ ‘.c druz bust-
ness, Mere's an example of how it
worked. ' oo -

In Laos you have this tribe, the Meo.”
They came down from central China
orase e
Jomadic aha

nove in family groups an(l live above

Youal 11 " hn vt alne

.lnL)’ have

them important because they were the)

ary war by

n
a"‘:“l‘;}é:}

.‘f S0y

Wide World Photés

Jihey faria crops, including opium, and
4 faer) well-developed cul-

o

tite based on silver ornaments and
T home-minde weapons. The CTA L.nc the,
Armgrican Government considere C'-

B

buffer between China and the rest of
S um Fast Asia. So it was in the inter-
est of the Aracricin Government 10 win
their alieginnze, They were just anothe
arm oft‘\c American war effort.

Hoever, in the carly 60's the Cormi-
munists started Jr\,sa,m‘ into Laos. U;‘
to that time these people had be
growing opium and other little cro;x‘
but opium was their only cash crop.
The average family. could make §40 or.
$50 a yéar from it, and that would be
enough to buy som, silver ornaments
and to pay for t“f plﬂs for the harvest
celebrations. :

As the Com mimnists Stdut comiing
through they'started to cut the old trails
that thesc puook had been using to un-
joad their opium. The Meo were
stranded in the mountains and the CIA
figured that the least they couid do was
to help them in harvesting and distrib-
uting their crop. So, on the mumlové
‘American duuuds you had a liason

Fﬁ Rgl: pﬁ%1gooo4oo1gooo1 -0
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' By Hemry 8, Hayward
. " Staff correspondent of
~ The Christian Science IMonitor

Rangoon, Burima

U Nu appears. to have nifssed the’ boat
© as far as making -a, comeback in Burma is
concerned, according to informants here.

Nine months ago, the former Burmese
prime minister, now reputed to be in neigh-
boring Thailand, was considered z renuine
threat, with an outside possibility of upset-
ting the Ne Win government here, ,

Now neutral sources describe him as a
diminished threat, “There’s no groundswell
of popular feeling for him ‘at present, He's
waited too long and done nothing, in typical
U Nu style,” they say. :

In Burmese o¢ffieial circles, the former
leader sometimes is referred to contemp-
tuously as “‘a soap bubble'-—as fragile and
_ drifting as a child’s toy. )

“He'’s not worth mendoning” was one
comment to this correspendant. “We don't
éven bother to jam his propaganda broag-
casts. Who cares?” . o ‘
« It nevertheless is conceded that U Nu’s
rebel followers rccently took control of
the southern Burmese town of Ye near the
Thai border. But they were quickly oustéd,
the government claims. . -

It also is asserted here that U Nu's
whercabouts are known, along with the
exact location of his followers. But the
official posture is to be cool and not offend
Burma’s neigbors by making protests about

- U Nuw's activities, . T .

If the government were actually con-
cerned about the possibility of a U Nu take-
-over bid, it seems unlikely -that General
Ne Win would venture away from home as
oiten as he does, : )

- Last year, by actual count, he was absent '

from Burma for 145 days, although a con- ..

siderable portion of the time was spent in

- Loadon for medical treatment, This year
he had his trip to Pcking, and a visit to
‘Australia is mooted,

. “He's not acting like a scared man,"” one
diplomat in Rangoon observed. .

- The fact that U Nu is based in Thailand,
meanwhile, does nothing to improve Burma-
Thai relations. In addition to alleged guer-
rilla activity, smuggling back and forth
across' the border of the two countries. is
commonplace, One source claimsg' the offi-
cial trade between the two countrics is
7ero; no “legal” business whatever is trans-
acted. . .

" . Thai businessmen, for exaniple; do not
even bother to appear at the imnual gﬁv &b
ment Approved:FonRelease 2000/
the assuription that Thai jeweclers already
dre getting sufficient Purmese jade through
0“](‘.1‘ Fo) PP I -

([P
keover vy |

-now has been phased -out,
observers give the Burmese

(Thai bus
may feel their chances of getting a fair
bargain through official channels in Burma
are slight.) : Co

U Nu, nevertheless, still has his sup-
roriers in Burma. I remembe an Indian
shopkeeper in Taung-gyi, capital of Shan
State, when -I asked him if he still liked
U Nu. o g .

“Oh yes,” he said, and his face lit up in
a way that left no doubt of his sincerity,

And a West Buropean resident rated U Nu

loae 190 nl
less likel

inessmen, on the other hand,

STATINTL

as “‘a minor irritani—certainly more than a -

+s0ap bubble.” He added, ‘“He still is trouble-
‘some in the Moulmein area,” '

Some Burinese still suspect the American
Central Intelligence Agency of backing U Nu
and that the Tnais only give him sanctuary.
But most Burmese now accept that the CiA
has nothing to do with him, although they
think American business concerns, espe-
cially oil companies, may have helped
financé him,, as an investment in possible
future Burmese oil rights.

In any confrontatign with U Nu, the Bur-
mese armed forces presumably would stay
loyal to Ne Win, since it is Army oficers
who run the country. '

Overall strength of the Burmese' forces,
Army, Navy, and Air, is estimated at 150,000
men, Their equipment is a varicty of Ameri-
can, British, and Japanese weaponry; much
of it old, Until July 1, this year, the United
States* operated gz military-equipment de-
livery team here to instruct the Burmese
in American weapons, but this operation

- "Foreign
forces good marks. “Better than most of
its neighborg on a marn-for-man basis’ and
“no corruption in the Burmese forces” are
some comments. “They stay out in the fialc V!
one pointed out, *‘and fighting the insur-
gents keeps them on their toes, .

Many a visitor to Burma has had the
experience, when fiying up-country, of find-
ing himself left behind at a smali airfield

such as Heho for several hourg while his

Plane fills up with soldiers to be ferried
to some outlying point such as Kentung, in
the southern Shan State, near the Thai
border. - '
. One Westerner recently waited a total of
six hours on the -ground while. his plane
made {wo such round trips for the military
~airlift, “'So sorry,” smijled Burmese officials,
‘‘Their tanks may be old and tired,” the
source continued, “buf you don’t use tanks
in the mountains, You- use mules and pack
animals. There are no roads, only trails.”

od/de™
?

visible at Rangoon airport), French and
Araerican hellcopters, about 20 all told and

@@%&gﬁmg@%om 90001-0
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P‘I PO BOLE .
hemy irissinger's tllu tor Pek-
ing and the fortnconm'f visil of
Prcsv’f*vn Nixon to lhe Pcouln’s
Republic of China are now get
ting tremendons publicity in t]'ﬂ
U.S. news media. Pul many ques-
“tions about this apparent U.S. PRC
rapprochament remain uhihmswer-
ed--at Ioast, publicly-—and the de-
tailed speculation in the U.S.
press deliberately seerns to avoid
these areas. They are the follow-
ing: ‘ e
1} Northern Burma and Laos:
ever since the Chinese civil war,
the U.S. Central  Intelligence
‘Agency has been deceply involved
in this region just south of the
Chinese province with the roman-
tic name of Yunnan, or “Cloudy
South” province. In 1249, thesde-
feated rempants of Chiang Kai-
shek's army crossed. over into
‘north Burma and Laos, seized
control of these outlying arcas,
‘and began calling themselves the
Yunnan Anti-Comrnunist and Na-
tiona! Salvation Army. Actoally,
they are the biggest opium deal-
"ers in Southeast Asia and they
have been financed and armed
since 1549 by the CIA.

In" Laos. the ClA organimd
trained and equipped, the 50,000
_man secrel army led by (’cn
Vang Pao, composed of his hieo
tribasmen followers, vho are the
biggest opium smugglers in South-
east Asia. Bui ever}body knows
that the CTA created this Meo
‘military force not oiily for use in
Laos: in Yunnan, therc arc 4.5
million Meo tribesmen who form
the most important national min-
ority in south China and who have
maintained their ties with their
relatives across the Laos border.
- 2) Tibet and northern Nepal: in
1959, when revolt broke out among
‘the Aindo and Khampa tribesmen
of Tibet. it did not require great
insight to see the CIA hand involv-
ed in it. The Khampas were arm-
ed. with brand .new U.S, equip-
ment, including GI fatigue uni-
forms and thermoboots. Since both
<Tibetans and Chinese haie and
fear the lKhampas, the CTA ma
a’ serious pohtlcal mistake in
backing them. because cverybody

. else allied against them. They did

get the Dalai Lama, however,
pro‘)ably because he is .of Amdo,

ApptovedFor Rélease2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80- 01601R000400190001 -0

in China. About 20,000 Khampas
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and Armdos {led mainly into north-
ern Nepal after the 1939 revoll
and simply look over the country

dn conjunction wilth the CIA and

U.S. military in Nepal. As far as
anybody knows, most of them are
still there.

3y Taiwan and CIA eair baSGb
as everybody except the ordinary
Amaerican citizen }\nows Tajwan
is headguarters for the CJA’s vast
air operations in Asia. The CIA
base is at Tainan and is run by
a front organization called Air
Asia, which also has an office in

downtown Taipeh. Alr Asia .in-

turn is a subsidiary of Air Ame-
rica, the CIA lina which provides
all supply and transport runs for
CiA operations in Laos, Deirma,
Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia.
Air America hes its offices in
Okipawa; it is a Dzlaware corpo-
ration with about 4,600 employces
listed on its recor ds as working
in Asia, .

The CiA base al Tainan, in
southwrest Taiwan, was the lavnch-
ing” polit for all CIA operations
against the Chiness mainland, in-
cluding paracihute drops and re-
connaissance flights. This is aleo
well known to ¢v ei_‘,nozf:y e>:cept
the American peof\

But the curious ["(‘L is that the
U.S. news madia have nol men-
tioned & vier d about any of lhese
areas, and ncxtuez has the U.S.
gover nment he Chinese side has
beon comple Lely silent about them
aswell) '

Any real norralization of U.S.-
China relations demands that all
thase CIA operations be ended--

nd not only in China-—~and that
the American people fmally Le
tou)j the truth about them in de-
tai

R
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“Nine government bﬁttgllons stationed {in norty:
. eastern Burma near the border with Prople’s Chins]
+ were forced to zbenden a large area ... naar tiwe
frontisr” recently, wrota Jean-Clsude Fomonti for le
" Monde, Since 1862, he s2id, “skirmis nmg has gone on,
virtwally  without re mte.... The reguiar army [(is]

scornposad of 140,000 battle-hardanad veterains equippsd L
by the U.S ”...‘. Michae! Morrow reperted recently D
from Lzos: “Burmgesz border officials at tha Thal-Burim '

; ‘border northwest of here ¢l ||n thare is permansnt CIA

‘intelligancs-gathering activity’ going on in Dunma nesr
the Chinas2 and Leo Lorders, ‘White Chinase’ cuerritizs
[remnants of Chicng Kai-Chalt's army forced ocut of
Chinal numbering 2000 men armad with M-1, M-2 and”
M-16 rivles are 'lf‘o eaid by the Burms:2 to hu zetive i
“the same ¢ wea'!, L o hlmrucy in Sunma is 83% cocording
ta the IeCt census: B3% 01 1“ woman anc 145 of tin
raen can neither read nor virite, N

‘Apprb.ved For Release 2000/08/16 bIA'-RDP80701601 R000400190001-0
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i fr e s o are approximately 2 million
: ? rib““‘”ﬁ‘*i Yao living inside China, and

some of the guerrillas have
‘family connections there. Meo
and Lao Theung {iribcsmen
are also used for similar rea-
sons.

The teams are normally
Alown to a sod airstrip known
as “Site 93" or “Moung
Moune” about 20 kilometers
north of Nam Lieu, necar the
Mekong river where it forms
. . @ border with Burma,

This SI‘ZCPY Mckong riv- sometimes they are put
er town is as close as a down right on the banks of
journalist with any regard Mekong by helicopters. They
for his safely can get mcz;rry instantly m[ln'.a'hlc
la sceret Cra outpost rubber rafts to use crossing

i . the Mekong into Burma,
which is the staging area From Burma they continue

for armed reconnaissance northwest,entering China

,v;'-@n Roving
- Patrols

‘

By Michael Morrow

Chraricle Foreign Service
- E

Houei Sai, Laos

. teams being inserted by about 50 kilometers from Site

tl i es into ™ .
C}:}naUnlied' States o The teams from Nam Licu

. are gone three fo four
Sources close to the CIA months, waintaining contact
:pinpoint the staging areaby radio with Nam ILicuand
.at a small mountain valley with airplanecs which fly:
.airstrip called Nam Licusclose to the China border in
"(Nam Yu) 15 minutes’ fly- order to pick up their broad-
ing time north of Houei casts. )
.Sai. According to the same On at least one occasion an
highly reliable sources, airplane has been almost
i“there is alwayvs a team jn shot down for straying into
‘China.” - China. During July 1968, an

The teams are ippeg AT America “porter™ sins
“with Americanimaﬁggrz};g.&g gle-engine plane with two
”SPeCiaI-three-pound radio aboard crossed the Chinese
with a range of 400 miles, frontier near the tri-borders.
and other specia] gear. Their of Burma, Laos a_nd Chma‘x.
missions rare to tap Chinese Parts of both wings were
telegraph lines, watch roads Plown away by anti-aircraft
‘and do other types of intelli- fire but the plane was able to
gence gathering. Teams have 1P back to b%se. "
.gone as far as 200 milesinto  Several of the teams 1
China. serted into China have been

B o . captured, and some have
Each team is said to con- switched allegiances, return-
sist of about 15 men, most ing to Nam Lieu as
of whom are Yao hill tribes- counter-spics.

men. Yao are usced because CHINESE

this tribe lives in large num-

bers along the mountainous occasion
frontiers of Laos, Burma, lﬁsn]

Thailand app Brove@For.Release i2000/08416

I
There has been at least oney is V '
when a returning commissioned offi¢er, wound- years. He is perhaps the only

broughit Chinese backle'd in land]iéxg at Iwo Jima, American I&%ally married to

Q

cal Chincse 1‘imciionariesl World War 11, In the '50s he
canght” up in the purges of ol DR,

the Cultural Revolution in }C]?j{);(llde(&rlﬁ;: lgn%s lgé’c";;’t“
China defecied toa Nam ed them fo Cogl‘or "1do fo':
Licu reconnaissance team. . [ 2501y ¢ and fim{ly went

They were brought to Nam - i Py
'Licu by the team. There they bie:te\:lt};‘eth(ifgfgizth.g etih
‘ked i e

were well treated by the ] . :
nericans for a timg but a?fg'gfc’n.")&g‘]an‘bg{dcf, arcé.a

evenlually turned over to the| o ,]?-Q l mi -

Royal Laotian Government. .8111;anouk gu'emllas 1cye1v1ng_
According to sources Closcgssls(ance from the CIA, and

] ) in other parts of Thailand-
to the CIA the five were . - o
thrown into. the Laotian}mh ?}tle;' guerrilla groups
cquivalent of a ‘liger’s or.a lola ofh\.'e;,{ears. v
cage,” a 12 by 12 by-12 foot He has been in and out of -
pit exposed o the clements:a0s since before the Geneva
and without ‘sanitation ‘Tacili- Accords of 1962, and was one
ties, and eventually c.\'ccutcd.gf lvté]; i};lrSt {\m,enc?nts in-
. : olved in arming and train-
D”,I:I'“CIED ing hill tribes paramilitary
Like most,CIA operationsgroups in Laos. ‘
In Laos, the ¢ne at Nam Licu pe refuses to have his pic-
is directed from a super-yure taken, and once literally
secret headquarters at Udornthrow a journalist’s camera
aitbase in Northeast Thai-away for taking a picture of
land. There are four Amerishim” He has refused: to obey
cans at Nam Lieu, however,pigher orders commanding
headed by a rough-him to commit his paramili-
iand-tumble veteran clandes-tary guerrillas to large-scale
'tine guerrilla organizer gttacks away from their
‘named Anthony Poe. home area, and often disre-
In addition to activities in- gards radio procedures.

/side China, Poe and his team* These who know him say

also work with hill tribesmen hijs drinking stems from the
in the arca, organizing, train- gangerous life he leads, par-
ing, equipping and resupply-ticularly the flying he does
ing them. There- is also athrough thetreacherous
Joint operation: between the mountains of nortnern Laos.
“SGU" (specialguerrilla  poe is highly respected by
units) and Thal Army which some but hated by others in-
they direct at: Xieng Lom vyolved in secret operations in
south of Houei: Sai on the 1,305 for his brusque and
Lao-Thai border, stubborn manner. He is said
Poc is a legendary figure to prefer working with the
in Laos, known:best for his*hill tribes to working with
dislike of journalists, disre- Americans and looks down
gard for orders and radio on most American operations
, codes, capacity for Lao whis- because of their heavy reli-
(key and expertisé at clandes- ance on American personnel.
,tine guerrilla operations. Poe is said not to have
He is an ex-Mgrine non- been back to the U.S. in 15

WGARD
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BURMA

The author of this report, Ster-
ling Seagrave, knows Burma and its
polities s a vesident theve in his

youth, and in recent years as a jour-

nalist, Ilis  father was the  late
<“Burma Surgeon” Dr, Gordon Sca-
grave. As sonsin-law of a principal
ficure deseribed heve, Edward 1.aw
Yone, adviser to U Nu, Mr. Sca-
grave is also iuformed aboul the
moavement 1o overlthroio the vegime
of Geneval Ne Win, Becavse of 1his
relationship, he has not been able
{o travel to Rangoon in the past
year, but has just returned from a
“tour of vebel-controlied arcas within
Burma. He writes now [rom Bang-
- kok, where U Nu and his advisers
exiled themselves last fall.
—The Editors
The traveler passing through
Rangoon on a twenty-four-hour
“transit visa (the only access to
Burma for nearly a decade) is

- struck by the grim, stagnant mood

which oppresses the city—a city
through the first hall of this century
as bustling as Singapore and as ex-
otic as Hong Kong. Although there
is no official curfew, the treclined
streets are silent and empty after 8
oclock in the humid evenings,
mocked by traffic lights blinking
usclessly. The few stores  (all of
them nationalized) are as uninvit-

ing and bare as props in a Kafka

scenario: characterless, burcaucratic,
and  distinguished  only by long
qucues of despondent men  and
women in' threadbare sarongs wait-
ing since before dawn to collect
their meager ration of food or cloth-
ing, whichever the store may have at
‘the moment, Around every corner,
as any Burmese will tell you, is an
MIS (Military Intelligence Serviee)

©agent, Burma's equivalent of Flaiti's

Ton Ton Macoute,  waiting to re-
port back 1o “the Bogyoke"=litcr-
ally, “General” The Bogyoke s
General Ne Win, the illtempered

_Approved For Relea
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chadrman of the ruling miliuny
Junta, which seized power by coup
in rghe,

No forcigner or resident diplomat
s permined o wavel outside the
varrow censd corridor of  Burma,
which runs up throagh the hot cen-
tal plains from Rangoon 1o Man-
dalay and a dinde beyond, "Phis s
the anly wrea which the junta firmly
controls. [t is the stronghold of e
cthnic Burmese who  have domi-
nmated the connry for over o thou-
sand years, e vemaining  rich,
Jungled, mountainous two thivds of
Burma, is a no-man'sland of  dis-
enchanted hill people, local fgucr-
rilla forces, and Chinese Communist
militia. By preventing  forcigners

the junta has been able to pass off
the parsistent widespread opposition
and maliiple rebellions as the work
of bandits and a small hard core of
- pro-Peking Communists amdig the
restless hill wribes, "

Ripe |

General Ne Win has managed to
seal Burma ofl from the rest of the
world for eight years now through a
strict policy of xenophobic isolation-
ism and ostensible neutrality. Now,
rather suddenly, he is in scrious
trouble, ,

In Bangkok and New Delhi, there
has been speculation about a Red
Chinese invasion of North Burma.
Confirmation of a sort came f{rom
Rangoon when Ne Win disclosed
somewhat cryptically in a speech
- that the Burma Army had engaged
in cight major battles near the Chi-
nese [rontier in recent months, The
ciuemy, he said, were “Burmesc
Communists,” but_m:my obscrvers
thought otherwisc. _

The reports were confusing, but
it was clear that Pcking was quietly
sending large numbers of men to
combat deep inside a neighboring.
country for the first time since the
Tibet crisis of 1959 and the Korean
War.

But by far the most significant de-
velopment to threaten Ne Win
directly was the cleverly engineered
escape of former Prime Minister U
Nu to DBangkok. Once ‘out of
Burma, he promptly announced

“said, s

from waveling outside the corridor,-

STATINTL

mese rebel leaders representing all
the main -cthnic groups fighting
Rimgoon quickly agreed o back U
Nu on the single condition that
their Jong grievances with the cen-
wal  government would reccive a
fair  hearing once Ne Win  was
ousted, Under o reorganized ficld
comuand, ani’ N¢, Win forces bee
gan waining i rebelcontrolled
arcas within Buring, '

o U N insists that he will resort to
a military assauh only 10 back up a
vationwide uprising: this, he has
iminent. An uprising
would seam unlikely, given the jro-
litical apathy in Burma in recent
Years, Bat this winter the Ne Win
regime is distinetly nervous, Its mil-
itary command  has been quictly
reshuflled, and warned to he on ex-
treme alert. There have heen re-
ports ol sudden arrests in Rangoon
and other towns, - and unusually
heavy activity by MIS agents. And _
in December, stonc-throwing, car-
burning riots broke out. The gov-
crament sent troops to the scene,
firing machine guns into the air.
Posters in English and Burmese ap-
peared on buildings and at every
rotary, damning U Nu and his asso- -
ciates and lumping them together
with the ClA—an unlikely - cou-
pling. Thousands of workers in na-
tionalized factorics and offices were
let off work to parade through the .

'streets of Rangoon reading anti-Nu

chants from hand-held idiot cards
printed at the government press,
raising their fists and shouting in
carelul orchestration, S

Semblance

Alter twenty-one years of troubled - -

independence, Burma s obviously
at a major crisis point. It is a crisis

which has been inevitable since ine R

dependence, .

Burma suffered devastating mate.
rial damage in World War II. Polit-
ical and cultural foundations as
well were destroyed; Burma's age-
old system 6f god-king dynasties

~came to an end, as did a century of

British rule. In 1944, its facher of
independence, General U Aung
San, and practically his eatire cabi.
net, were machine-gunued by an as-
sassin’ hired by a rival politician.
When the Union Jack came down
in 1948, the leadership fell to the
devout Buddhist intellectual U Nu.
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