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i “His life is in jeopardy. There have
" been threats and insinuations of death.
*'The situation is a very serious one and
a very grave one.” With such remarks at.
a news conference in San Francisco, for- -
‘mer Black Panther Ilcader Eldridge -
Cleaver's wife Kathleen, 27, tried to en-
*list support for a campaign that would"
" enable her husband to retumn to the U.S.”

SR TS T

' _ . Mrs, Cleaver: Bring back Eldridge

on his own terms. Now in Algeria, Cleav-
_er has been a fugitive from California -
justice since 1968, when he fled to Cuba-
after being ordered to prison as a parole
- violator—a political charge, in his view.

N According to Mrs. Cleaver, the famous .

, exile is willing to stand trial for murder
‘ : in connection with a shootout in Oak- :

o and, Calif., but only if he is granted .
frecedom while awaiting trial. Who has ' :
been thréatening his lifeP His wife
blamed unidentified enemies “represent-

. ing interests marshaled by the CIA v
STormee o
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SATURDAY REVILEW
17 July 1971

by HORACE SUTTON

he lights in the movie theater
‘ N idim and the curtain rises. The

screcn comes to life and there is
a scenc of arid North Africa.'Over this
_scrabbly background, a quotation ap-
pears;

The bourgeois phase in the history
< of the underdeveloped countries is
a completely useless phase. When
- this caste has vanished . . . it will
-be seen . .. that everything must
be started from scratch. . ..
It is taken from Frantz Fanon, ’
+  When Joe Frazier fights Muhammad
Ali in the ring, a newspaper runs a
'series of articles on Ali, It begins with
this prelude:

I feel in myself a soul as inmmense

as the world, my chest to expand

. without limit. I am a master and

- Iam advised to adopt the humility
of the cripple.

" The ]ines come not from Ali but from

Fanon.

In Nigeria, a Frantz Fanon Research
. Center is opened at Enugu, dedicated
to the “mental emancipation of the
“black man all over the world from
" neccolonial mentality.”

A square in Algeria is named for
Fanon.

The former Algerian ambassador to
the United States gives a coursc on
“himn at the Umver51ty of Massachu-
setts.

The books Fanon wrote begin to
edge toward an awesome three-quar-
ters-of-a-million sale in American edi-
“tions alone.

A movie treatment of his hfe has
been written. The producers have spo-
ken of secking Sidney Poitier for the
leading role.

Two books about him have appeared
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.V‘V,ho' was this black West Indian, this mystical presence
now emerging as patron saint of the New Left ten years
after his death, purportedly “in the arms of the CIA”? o
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this year, and at least two others are
pending.

Who is this man so widely quoted,
50 passionately read, whose name is so
frequently invoked, yet who remains
so widely unknown?

What is the strange, almost mystlc

.pull exerted by this black,man of Mar-

tinique dead ten years ago at the age
of thirty-six who is being nominated
for sainthood- in the revolutionary

- halls of the Third World?

Fanon's carcer scemed to risc slowly
even as a rocket appears to hover mo-
mentarily over the launch pad., But
then, rocket-like, he roared into the
universe leaving a fiery trail. That
great forceful thrust died abruptly,
but the stars, as from a spent skyrock-
et, may come floating down for years,
for Fanon was and is an effective, ar-
ticulate voice of the oppressed, of the
black man who suffers the dominance
of white “superiority,” of the native
locked in mortal contest with the set-
tler, the colonizer, the oppressor.
Fanon's voice is black and intellectual,
but it is one with which all the broth-
ers can identify, in Nigeria, in Harlem,
in JYamaica, in Angola, and especially
in Algeria, whose cause he passionately
espoused and whose freedom he
helped to win. From Algiers in the
heart of Fanonland, Eldridge Cleaver
invokes his canons. From his West
African sanctuary in Guinea (where
his address is ¢/o President Sékou
Touré), Stokely Carmichael drinks
deep at the wellspring of Fanon's basic
tenets. Holed up in their headquarters
in the Bronx, the Black Panthers say
that Fanon is required reading for all
brothers. He has given them insights,
they say, far beyond Marx and Lenin.
Marx dealt with economic structures,

Lenin with the machinery to bring the

cconomic and military together. But
neither came to grips with racism, be-
cause, as Panther Minister Zayd Shakur
puts it, “They were dealing with Euro-
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pean phenomena and they were con-
cerned with whites. Fanon took it to
another level. He set down the dialec-
tical contradictions that most op-
pressed black people are confronted
with in a colenized situation.”

Nearly all strata of American black
socicty have found their prophet in
Fanon. “"Many of us were pushing the
whole idea of black values and the
traumas one suffers from the oppres-
sor and how we try to imitate the op-
pressor,” CORE's Roy Innis recalls
now, “but Fanon came along and codi-
ficd it and gave it authority.” In Algiers,
far from Harlem, Cleaver remembers
the early days. “The feelings and

thoughts and passions that were rack-

ing us were incoherent and not con-
nected until we read Fanon. Then many
things fell together for us harmoniz-
ing our attitudes and making it possi-
ble for us to organize into a political
organization.”

To read Fanon now is to find the
source of many of the bold moves of
the black Left, among them violence
itself, the call for reparations for of-
fenses to oppressed peoples, and the
summons to effect the rebirth of a
native culture and with it a singular
identity.

While Fanon was addressing himself

to colonized peoples—his experience
had been chiefly in Martinique and Al-
geria—he was heard by all the Third
World: by militant blacks in America
who consider themselves part of a col-

onized society; by newly independent”

nations whose economic lifeline con-
tinues to be dominated by white West-
ern capital; and by peoples of color
still living in colonial-ruled societies.
To all these, Fanon preached the
necessity of violence to bring about
abrupt change whether it be “national
liberation or national renaissance or
the restoration of a nationhood to the
people.” He played artfully and cven
cloquently on the obvious truisms of

continued




DATLY WORLD
Approved For Release 2000/08?1 GTU_ ‘gAllglbjPSO 01601R0004000

-

Cernerol Secrefary, Communist Party U.S.A

T {]“‘i here is a growing uneasiness. about some cevelop-
2L meris n ‘L"'exla Yr‘crcasmg‘;y 1 ara ashked the
~Gue St on'\ ‘uxt abou 4 Algeria?

Dou . Tais concern is shown ant
th eque ascdb"to

or who are supporters and

ha Aloerian Revolution.

good re aso‘; for tais couacern.
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nea of worlé forces in ! the sir ugsle. T"*e
victorious ggle of the Algerian pecple agains
French colonial rule wes cne of the great his to ri
events that sent revelot tionary 5 shock waves around the
world. . Since. the vic to.y for politicsl independen ce
:provresm'e and gocialis{ p'ﬁrt sans throughout the worle
have hailed every fu sward ste p including the naticn-
alization of industries and other acticns tit a4 have clear-
ed the patiifora socialistdirection in Algeria.

'\ow, no*rever, there are some developments t
are disturbing, to say the ieasi Tnfy are d1 t bin
bacavse t1fs° devalopmenis tl‘.re ten to 1 -
course Algeria has been following. '

The internal affairs of each country are for the
people to determine. The internal aifairs of Algeria be-
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long to the Algerians. This, of course, dogs not mean:

that frierds should remain silent.
We feel the nead to express sorae thoughts about
Algeria for three reasons: -
i. We are partisans of the str uggle for se
2. We are partisans in the siru uggle against impe
.rialism; and : - :
3. We are convinced that U.S. imperialism is deep-
ly involved in and has reacticnary plans for Algeria.
What are the cavelopments that are disturbing?
Within Algeria there has emerged a strong reaction-
-ary rightwing force. It has become very 2 (.\.uv*——uoh
cpenly aznd beneath the surface. 1t is well orga nized
It has a srall storm-trooper-like force that leads 2
- rcampaign of terror against Communists and other 1
and plcﬂress ve forces. It is a c’zmz\aw—l aff"ms the
staunchest supporiers of the Al'fer‘an revolution. It
ajso operates from postis within the Bouincdienne
government. It is not, however, the cominant force
m t’1° gmcrr’m,n t.

: ‘ant1—Co..-mum<m but
progressives ang

&
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vence be-
yond thelr numbers becau ;e cther sections of the lead
GIShp make concessions and close their eyes to me

These right-wing clements have an inflt

acts of terror. This is the

These right-wing forces are cornducting a brutal
campa:gn of terror without authority. During the past
weeks the arrests, illegal kidnapping and systematic
torture of political priscners and the general harass-
ment have greatly escalated, It is cominen knowlecge
that for moie than two montas Khaled Benmouficlk,
the General Secretary of the Leather Workers Union,
Belmadani and Lakhdar Cherfaoul, all of them very
active trade mxomcts, have been dotained and still
are in the hands of the torturers. In fact, torture has
bzcome a rule pracL iced sgainst membars of the Com-
munist Party and other left and progressive people
viho are arrested.

The rlgnt-wm campalgn has la lely eypmd"d to
include a McCarihyite inguisiticn and hur 1t for suspect-
ed Communisis in tne government zpparatus, in trade
ynions and other mas s organizations. The weapon is
the target incindes the leit, the
other advanced revelutionary forces.

Yrhat is the aim of t'< ase reactionary forces? Their
rizht-wing drive is related to both dom estic and foreign
develeprnents. The aim is to revarse the course oL the
Algerian revolution, Internally they want to.hall the
government bOliC}' of na i’OJ’IuZ?ilO'] The truth is that
tqey have already successfully stopped the implementa-
tion of the Boumedienne program of agrieuitural re-
form. In this they have the .,u,mozt of the big landlords
of Alzeria,

Alzeria is in a sharp struggle against the Freach
il monopolies that still operate in Algeria. In this
thcy have the support of U.S. imperizalist interests. U.S.
imperialism expeets to repeat t' story. As it tock over
frm French imperialism in Indochina, it expeets to
take over the Freach interests in Algeria, . N

U.s. 1r*.:‘erzc.hsm is mterestea in the cil and gas
coposits, bui it is not interested as an orcinary buyer.

It is seeking for a ponhcal and ideological beachhead’

to be used in the robbing of these riches.

That Algeria wanis to negoilaie the best possible
deal in snlln'f its nau ional riches is just and deserves
the support of all a
perialism wanis o
the right-wing reasctionary forces in Algeria want. It
wants {o reversz t e course of the Algerian revolution.

: L ©

- The CIA is deeply involved
isthe instrument for the securin

It is not accidental that dx cam p? ign of terror
conducted by the right-wing forces closely foliows the
ups and downs of t‘1° negotiations with U S. oil corpe-
rations. Just a few wecks ago the coatracts were ready
for the signatures but at the last minute the State De-
partment stepped in and postmﬁcu the signing. This
vias not a concession o French oil interests. It was
clearly an act designed to further influence the pouu-
. “cal developments
tical e}:tortio*x » ,

The nesotiations invelve billions of. dollars. The
U.S. corpcn.tlon Girectly involved in these negotiations
is the ElPasco Gas Corporation. Incxdc*xndy, this is
the corporation that has the monopoly with the U.S.
Atomic Energy Commission in t'w use of nuclear ex-
piosions in extracting oil .JV’ gas. El-Pasco is dircet-

i in Alger 1an affa.xrs It

geit 1eb eachheads.
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ti-imperialist forces. But U.S. im-
re then oil and gas. It wanis what

vithin Algeria. It was an act of poli-
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do not like them. . .. I do not agree with those who think it

+ possible to live ltje at an casy pace. I don’t want this. .
—Frantz Fanon, 1952 :

Frantz Fanon was an isolated ﬁgure with a noble
cause and a strong opposition. Coming to France
from a colony in the Caribbean to fight in the war
against Nazi racism, he became aware of the same
kind of racist fcelings about him within the ranks
of the French. After the Second World War he was
thrown into a white environment where there were
only white women to love, a situation which resulted
in a sense of guilt for trying to escape his black her-
itage. He became a psychiatrist and devoted his full
energies to a medical reform program in a North
African hospital in the Algerian town of Blida. Be-

cause he was unable to ignore the repressive colonial

rule in the territory, he could never complete the

renovations of his psychiatric service within the insti- !

tution. IFanon was cxpelled from Algeria when the
French authorities began to suspect his liaisons with
the Moslem nationalists who were engaged in a war
against the same kind of European racism that had
scarred Fanon’s earlier life.

Fanon’s life within the revolution was marred by

the fact that he was never quite considered Algerian -

(he’d never quite been considered French either),
The nationalist lcaders found Fanon more eflective
as their representative south of the Sahara, where
many Algerians felt he belonged.

In the midst of his most ambitious diplomatic proj-
ect in Africa, Fanon was stricken with leukemia. He
wrote The Wrelched of the Earth, a manifesto for a newi'
kind of Third World communism, during the last
months of his sickness. He died in the United Statcs,i
the nation hc dctcstcd most of all.

L]
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I 'have a lmrror of wea/cncm's—l understand them, but I ‘

By 1960, both the Algcnan revolution and the
African mdepcndcnce movements were losing their
momentum. The leaders of the Algerian FLN (Front
de Libération Nalionale) were prepared to negotiate a
peace which would concede the Europeans extensive
face-saving mancuvers of retreat, guarantees for the
future safety of settlers’ interests, and treaties of eco-
nomic coopcratlon preserving France’s right to ex-
ploit the territory’s natural wealth.

Fanon saw the negotiations as a weakening of over-
all African unity, and he was concerned for the rest
of the emerging African nations. Due to the deaths of
leaders like Lumumba, the increased Western aid to
sccessionist Katanga province, and the strengthening
of racist governments in Rhodesia and South Africa,
he felt that the only hope for Pan Alfrican unity lay
with the Algerians continuing the struggle after inde-
pendence, helping their less developed neighbors to
throw ofl the yoke of colonialism and imperialism.

Fanon saw th¢ revolution as an ongoing force:
which would mold Africa into a truly united Third
World power. Although his health was deteriorating
and his efforts were considered too radical by the
mainstream of the LN government, he continued
his writing and his travels to other African capitals.
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