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+=Jn  hig - mewmolrys, Lyndon
“Johnson deseribas In hmrow-
Cing detail how e mancuvered
the Sixth ¥leet In response to
a hotling threat of Soviet mili-
tary sction against Israel in
1987 and how he fzead ‘down
Premler Alexel Kosygln over
ithe Middle Xast dulmrf their
{subsequent msefing' at Glass.
Iboro, N.J. -
Here " are the

e

’

hlghligms

.:fmm our. hootleg copy of the

Johu son merolrs:

"At the helght of the Arab-Is
“raell six-Qay war, the Presi
dent received a gtim hotline
message from Kosygin thre
“ening “necessavy actions, m
cluding milltary” unless lsvael
halied -1tz operations uncondi-
tionally within. a few hours,

There was other provocative
language In the message. De-
. ¢lares Mr., Johnson: “In an cx-
change between heads of gov-
ernraent, these were sérious
v.-’ords: very cruclial moment,

‘eatasfrophe,! Independent de-
i eisions,” ‘military actions.

. *Phe roor vras deathly still
a5 wo carefully studied this
“grave commmunlcation. I turned

ilo (Defense Seeretary) MceNa-

‘mara, Where 13 the Sixth
Flcot aow? T asked him.”
The fleet had orders to slay
at least 100 miles from the Sy-
rian coast, The President told
MeNamara “to fssue ordars af
once to change the course '\) d
eut the restr h,‘mou to 50 milos
“The Secretary of Defen
gave - tho ordera over the
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sald a

phone.: No one else
word. Same of the men In the
Situation Room later recorded
their memaries of that morn-
ing, (Ambassador to Russia)
Llewellyn Thompson recalled
it as a ‘time of great concern
and ubmost gravity,! (CIA Di-
rector) Richiard Helms remem-
bered that ‘“the atmosphere
was tense’ and fhat conversa
tion was conducted ‘in the low-
est voices T had ever heard in
a mecting of that kind.?

“Wea all knew the ussians
would get the message as soon
as their monitors obszrved the
chauge in the fleet's paftern.
That message, which no {rans-
lator would need {o interpret
to the Kvemlin leadership, was
that the United States was
prepared to resist Soviet in-
trusion in the Middle Bast.,”

The crisis faded and, not
long afterward, ifr, Jobuson
and Kosygin held a friendly,
facc-to-fdce meeting in Glass-
bhovo, N.J. )

“At only one point In our
first session did Kosygin scem
close {0 becoming really
heated,” recalls TL.BJ. “Tle said
we had talked shout territorial
integrity b cfore the Middle
Last war, but we had endad
by 1)10'{(‘(,“11 nqgleccion He
insisted that Israell uoopo €0
back fo tha oviginal armistice
lines ...

“At that point, he ecame
close to issuing a threat. Un-
lass we agreed to his formula,
Jhe dﬂdm’d taere would be a

war--a very great war) e
Lsald the Arabs would fight

decision.

STATINTL

3 1t they had them
not, with bare

with arm
and, if
hands . . )

“If they {ight with weapons,
I replied, wo would know
where they got 'them. Then 1
caned  forward and  said
slowly and quietly: ‘T.et us un-
derstand one another. I hope
there will be no war, If there
isa war, I hope it will not be a
big war. If they fight, T hope
they fight with fis{s and not
with guns.’

“I told him fthat I hoped
botlt our countries could keep
out of any Middle East explo-
ston bocause ff we do get into

it will be a most serious
matter’ .

“Kosyzin noled that we now
nad the ‘hot line' and could
use that whenever necessary
as we had {o good effecl dur-
ing the recent six-day war. Xo-
sygin apologized for having

wakened nme so early in the
morning through the ‘hot line.
But, he added, together we
had ‘accomplished more on
that one day than others could
accomplish in three yeors.,” "

Koesygin was also involved,
indirecily, in .an earlier crisis.
He was in Manol on ¥eh, 6,
1965, when Coramunist guerril-
las mudf a UsS. bmncks at
Pleiku, This led to President
Johinson’s decision {o homb
North Vielnam. He recalls:

“As we lalked, there was an
electric tension in thd aip. 1v.
eryong in the room was deadly
serious ag he considered {he
possible “consaquences of this

Kach man around
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that {able knéw how crucial

such action could be, How
would MHanoi react? Would the
Chineze Communists uso {ta

a pretost for involving them-
selves? What abont Wesyzin
and the Russians in Hanol?

“Somenne suggested {hat o
Chi-Minh had mousetrapped
the Soviet leader by attacking
us during In, visit, If we failed
to 105;)0-1(1 we were paper ti-
gers’; ‘if we hit back, Soviat
p:e,h"e might De imtler In-
volved.”

The President went ahead
with the first bombing attack
while Kosygin was still in
Jianoi. LBJ C\plan.rcl at a ze-
cret briefing {or congressional
leaders: *We have kept our
guit over the mantel and our
shells in the cuphoard for a
long time now. And what was

the result? They ave killing
our men while they sleep in

the night, T can'l ask our
American soldiers "out thers
o continue to fight with one
hand ticd behind their backs.”

More than three yearz later,.
AMr. Johnson orderad the fumc

bombing stopped. I recellec
tion of the moments
“1 looked, cne by one, at the

men  as tun’)lcd around the
long cabinet table and ashed
thelr judgments on my deel
sion,  The vresctions  were
guick #nd unanimous, *Abso-
lutely,! said one, “The thing to
do, sald enother ... I had
the feeling that I was perhaps
the most doubiful man in the
room,” L
Bell-1ctlura Byndlosta
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