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11 Februsry 1953

Condenzation of CENID Study, JHE FRUBLEM (F S

Stalin's aghfevanents i1 “he last 25 years arve Lupressive., MHe has
built a soumtyy peopled by 140 AifTercnt natiomnlities and debilitated by two
vars and internal shaos inte Lhe cecond most powerful mation in the world,
In the rmroesrs, he 'mu mie “iusel’ the fiml, all-poverful euthority on
all Soviet dowestic and forsl m ratiars., Other Soviet of'fieliale, many of
them ':.op»rank In *»i11%arce, abdlity, and ruthlessness, are only depertmont
i_;ga&n tmt!mr b, Ther do not make polley, they administer Stelin's,

The avparent shoence of any firm nlan of suesession tn taks ovar
after Stalin's diotatorells could result im orisis, sconor or lader,

Thres alaments wvhich night contribute $o & post-Stalin arisic ars:

1. Tenelons and dissatisfactions which evidently perveds

Seviet socletly;

2, Rsbellfon ir the military..key to power in amy diatatorahipe
ower politionl harassvent;
3. Rivalry between “talin's suopessors,

%mtg ?m B ma soeme ‘te:a arecluie the emergence of one helre
arpirent and to alm, inetend, to ddvide ani shift power betwoen fouwr denentses
the Party, ™lies, !Mlitary snd Bureaucraay,

Pour post-war develomwnts worth noting aret

1, The Party's pover han declived to administrative fumotions
over mropagands and ifzmimgum;
2, Deria and Police pover have insreased
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3. The Party and Police have Joined forves under Nulganin to
impeds Military asgendaqy; and
4, The Pureaucracy has ‘ecore o vested and privileged class,

At Stalin's death, the able and experdensed Soviet leadara, Jdespite
1ikely feelings of frustration or inseguwrify, will have two insentives
1o scaperatee-ths m& of unity to maintain internal contrel of the USSR
and the deeire to precent o pleture of stremgth and wnity %o the Wast,
Thay may, (1) sgree on & single men or cormittee as a Pigurehead lender;
(2} vow 'sm a testament, if any, left by Staling (3) accept the ST Eeiqe,
of a succassor vho ceizes powar, after paving his wey in advanse with
Stalinte blesaing,

Adoption of any of the three above possibilities would mroduse 98dn
immadintely aflar Stalin's death hut would probably not indefinitely
rostpous & struggle for absolute power 1y one man, This struzzle, in
vhich the Military would necsssarily be involved, could be triggered by
erises or conspirucies caused by porsonal rivalries; disputes over poliocles
(sconomie, for example); rivalry betveen 014 anl New Bolsheviks; dissatis-
fastion in the Mlitary, These possibilitles are expanded in the atﬁ

P uae, I
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