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APPROACH

1. ‘a merchant vessel errived at 25X1
the entrance to the harbor /Odesss Bay/ at 2200, 18 Dec 55, and called for — 5y4

e pilot. The ship ves reguested, by signal light, to anchor until the pllot
rived in the area marked Point 1 25X1

The pilot, accompsnied by a male doctor,
finally arrived at 2000, 19 Dec 55. From area 1 : to the berth, the pilot,
used the course indicated on the overlay by the dotted line marked 2.
While the ship was en route, the doctor cleared it through quarantine by ¢
asking seversl questions on the heslth of the crew and filling out some forms.

2. The und at the anchorag d of mud and sand, and its holding
ualﬁ(i,es were very good. gﬁ‘i—:;hule proceeding to the berthz 25X1
s small military patrol vessel an ea st the point marked 3. This

vessel was approximately 90 feet in length, painted a dark gray, and it
carried s two-and-a-half inch gun forward. It appeared to be stationed there
as a security vessel. Another patrol vessel a little larger and a little
older was seen in the area marked 4, This craft was about 150-160 feet long,
wes also painted a dark gray, and carried a four-inch gun forward a.nd/mmer-
ous 20 caliber guns in other parts of the ship. It was crulsing in the waters
off Cape Fontan and flying ‘two. pennants which were checked in the internationa],
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HARBOR

3. The ship ves moored, without use of a tug, direcily in front of a barge at
point marked Ho 5. The ship é€id not require a tug the entire time 1t was
inOdessa. The dock to which the ship was tied could handle two medium-
gized ships. Quays marked on the overlsy as Nos 6, 7, and 8, are capable
of handling ships on both sides. The number of ships each of these quays
could hendle st one time wes not determined. At the end of quay 8 was a
nev passenger dock, marked No 9 on the overlay. There were no ships
tied up here at the time.

4, Farther up the harbor at a point marked 10 is an oil dock cspsble of handl-
ing fairly large-sized ships. Quay merked 11 is alse en 01l dock capable

an up to 18 thousand tons. | 25X1
25X1

‘ ‘e:e were no ships loading cne BOCKB:

were in port. The only ships seen were two or three ahipi tied up at
points Fos 12, 13 and 14, Fo identifying data on these ships was noticed.

5. The breskwater marked No 15 on the overlsy has been extended as indicated. -
There wes no work being dome on it at the time, and it was believed
to be completed. The other breakwater, No 16 on the ove s 25X1
had been repaired, although not completely finished -- that is, the rocks
had just been stacked and the top net leveled off. Inssmuch as there vas no.
evidence of work being done, source believed it would be left es 1t was.

6. o harbor craft other than tugs were seen. Two of the harbor tugs were new,
in good condition; and cepable of turning about 600 to 700 horsepower. They
carried the usual hammer and sickle emblem on their stacks. They were with-
out tows. Numerous small tugs were seen moving sbout the barbor. There

- were no navel craft except for the two patrol vessels mentioned previously
in this report.

SECURITY

8. The security guards who boarded the ship when it docked secured only the
ship's redic transmitter. They informed the crew that they could retain
their cameres and film and teke any pictures they wished to. Several people
25X1 had camerss | no pictures had been taken.ﬁ 25X1
gecurity regulations had certainly been relaxed since his lest voyage.

9. Upon arrivel the gusrds collected passports from the crew, and from the
captain a list of all forelgn monies in possession of the crew. This was
followed by & request that all the money be counted in their presence.
This was as far as they went, for there was no restriction on the smount
of money & man could take ashore and spend. However, they stipulated that
any unused Soviet money be exchenged prior to the ship's deperture.

10, The passports were returned to the ship two hours later, with a pass for
esch msn to use to go ashore. They were on white paper and contesined the
men's pame and position and the signature end stamp of the security officer.
When a men left the ship, a guard stationed at the bottom of the gangway
tore the pass in half and retained onme portion, which wes given back to
the man when he returned to the ship. These passes were collected before

the ship left the herbor.
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Guards ip derk green uniforms amd equipped with rifles and fixed bayonets
vere statiomsd all around the deock.

DOCK

The dock, hsld up by pilings in very poor condition,was surfaced with
asphelt. The sheds, located as shown on the chart, vere emall; twe-story
buildings. Where the third shed is showvn on the cbart and marked No 17
on the overlay, coal is piled. An electric crane with a capacity of 10
to 15 tons, which sssisted the offloading of the cargo from the ship, is
used primarily to hemdle the cosl. Four or five other cranes of the same
copacity were seen on quay maxked No 6. This “coal dock" was very dirty,
with mud seversl inches deep im places.

The ship's 18 hundred tons of Moroccan Oranges were off-loaded in four
days by gangs working 24 houre & day using the ship’s gear and the crane
described ebove. The orange crates were placed on pallets in the ship’s
hold end moved to very new and medern aluminum refrigerated reilway cars
by what appeared to be Werld War IZ US-built fork lifts. The rallwvey
cars used standard-gauge trecks and were moved by the electric cranes
and fork lifts.

STEVEDORING

To unload the cargo the Soviets used two gangs made up of four men each:
one man in the hold, one on the dock and two vorking the winehes., The
msn working the winches would altervately race down inte the hold to help
the men there load the palists and rum back up %o operate the winches.
these men worked ss persons posssssed. While the

unleading process was slow (500 toms per 2h-hour day), these men did the
work of twice their mumber. When they begsn unloading the lower heolds,
+two niore men per gang were added and the mem on the winches no longer
assisted the losding of the pallets. Once ths pallets were pleced 1n the
railway cars, dock workers tock over the unloading of the pallets. The
gupervisors and mexy of the dock workers were womgb.

GENERAL

Liberty was unrestricted, and most of the crew took advantage of it. ’—‘
the Chief Gfficer ané Chief Engineer, went ashore
g noperae, at the insistence of the Soviet shipping agents.
An omnibus, in very poor conditien, took them to the opera house in towm.
The seats consisted of bsnches rupning around the inside of the bus.

The opera house was very old aad run-down, but in spite of thia it showed
indications of heving been a beautiful edifice some 30 or 4O years ago.

The interior was in the seme run-down condition. The benches were old and
hard, and the boards in the floor (there were mBo carpets) were beveled

out from weer. equivalent to US$T for o seat

in the front row. There were four balconies which ran frem one side of the
theater to the other =nd included some box seats.

In one of the box seats elong the side of the second balceny there was a
well-decorated Soviet military men with enough gold to indicate he was of
high rank. He was wvhite-haired and in his 50's and he earried a pair of
binoculars or opera glasses with which hing the
audience than the sctors on the stage. ]
The theater was a little over half full, vith an estimated 15

bundred people in sttendance.

The opera was pure propegenda. It began by depicting a scene before the

Revolution, when the lapd was owned by & few "eapitaliste” for whom the
CeQN-F-I=D-E-HeT=I-A=L
NOFCRN NG DISSEM ABROAD LIMITED
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rest of the people worked and to whom they were required to pay more in
rent and taxes than they could produce. The scene opened with women on
their knees praying to their master to forgive their husbands, who were
being taken away and killed becsuse they were unsble %o pay their rent
and texes. The opera then showed the great improvement in conditions
in the USSR after the Revolution.

19. During the jntermission soft drinks of bottled fruit juices and bread 25X1
vere aveilshle in the foyer. The opere began at d hed not ended
at 0030 \
the singing end that the actors vTLrLgood. There were no taxicabs or 25X1
busses aveilable after the show. | 25X1
using the stairwsy marked No 18 on the overlay, to get dowvn to
e water level. 25X1

20, Living conditions were still very poor and prices very high in relation
to what an individuel had in take-home pay. The buildings still looked
a8 they did many years ago, except where the effects of wear and tear
vere in evidence.

25X1

22. The receiver of the cargo vas INFLOT, which was represented by & male
and a female agent who spoke very good English.

23. Every night women representatives from the Internationsl Seaman's Club
came sboard the ship to invite crew members to the Club. These hostesses
were very good looking, spoke good English, end were loaded with propaganda .
No sdvances were permitted. On Christmas Eve they ceme sboard, accepted
& few drinks, and stayed longer than they should have, which agein reflects
the lessening of the restrictioms. '
25X1
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