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Eﬁll\flﬁﬁ AGEXRCY,

‘World Wer II hes placed the Rissian eminre Socialists (Memsheviks) in a
peculiar situation. The old Social Nsmocratic Party, composed mostly o7
intellactuals and old~tims pplitioiaus hes hed no new members or younm; »houd
and has graduslly disinisgrated. This Ls partly becsuse the perty is a
purely Russian one with Russian aims snd partly becauss they rofused to

join tho internetionul 3Sozialist movemsnt; Omly the left wing has meictained
& loosz lisiscn with the SFIO (Don-Zyromeski), vhon'Dan's group arouni the
"Novi Put" left the dslegation of the Ru:dien Socisl Democratic Party iun
1940 in Paris and joined the group of Soviet feilew travelers, the Mersheviks
limited their activitises to obzervation snd enelysis of political dsvelopment.
The Novi Put group disbunded aftar Dun'a Jeath in New York in 194€, wud ita
members joined the Cowmnists.

The Mensheviks' formerly clogo coutect with the Jdewish Bund has became leome,
Contact with the Polish Sociulis® Party is practically non-existent becavse
the Mensheviks have suspected its lsaders. These suspisions were justiliad
when Arski and his cozmsorts went cover to the Communists.

The Menshevik and Socisai Demcsratic effort was centered mot on gemeral rocimlistie
problems but on the Russian question. They tried to obtain sympathy iruz the
Americuns for the Russian nation and stressed the point that most Russiaus are
oppossed to Communism and cannot be held responsible for the Kremlin's policy.

The recent influx of disaffected Sovietes has created a new provlem fo. cho
Democrats, mainly the Socialists, who are in charge of the new politicil program.
Present plans must be sdjusted to the current political situation and ths new
party platform must also be dofined. The disaffacted have had to be ucroened,
organized srd integrated into s new largs-scale Russien demecratic movement
outside the USSR which sculd become an instrument for the fight against the USSR

The Russian Sovialista, whose prirciples are bassd on the western ideus of o
denocrutic socialistic movemens, are very critical of the Furopean vavsicn of
Socialism and of its internatioan) instituvions. Bitier experience diriag their
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enigration period, plus the influence of the anti=-Cormunist and anti-3tolin
disaffected elements, are makin,, thea more RMussian~minded. In considerutian of
these probloms, the i"ensheviks are exploring the following questions:

(a) the international socialisbic movement
{b) +the generel politicnl situation

(c) the formation of a new political platform .or the Foreizn Cornittee of
the Russian 3ocial Nemocratic Torkers! Purty (Mensheviks). .

The Russian Jocialists are asking why it is not possible to crests from Lae
remaining bits of ths "orkers' International a new Internationa! jocialis:
Orgunization, and why | |(a powerful force ia the Iniew-
national Socialist (,om“erf-nca) objects to the concentration of Susialist

groups ign durope. The liznsheviks find the answers to these questions in the history
of the Jocialist movament, somewhere betwecen the two world wars whon the elements

of socmhsm were formed.

In the first phase of the Second Internati onal, socialism was more ideolo:dical
than politicul and the Socialists contended thut the workers do not and should
not have a couniry of their own. This proved to be a bad idea =~ from tha besine
nings of the 1%th .century, workers have identified themselves with their sountries
and have taken un active purt in their countries! political life through nolitical
parties und trade unions., In 1814, for oxanplse, Che Germen Socialists declared
their support of the Kaiser's Goveriment.,

10« The Intsrnetional Jocialist movenent is disintegrating. Grups which still exist

on an _1ntern,«t1ona1 scale are;

(2) The International Commlttee of the Soecialist Conf'erence in - hich aras
represented the 15 lisrshall Plan nations; :

(b)  newly orpunized Socialist Burean which groups the enmigws Socialish Partiss
from central and southemstern Surope; the euwi;re omuys from the baltie
nations also wish to join the Dureau. :

The Russian Socialists stund completely aport.
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11, The lenshaviks have often stressed the fact thut the Juropean Socialis t nmovement
ig disinbteprating out only quite recentlydid they clearly state that
25X6 I primarily with its own national interssis
Tn view. Trom The Socinslist and nhatiomalist point of view, the Russian Socialists
consider the present political situation Lhis way:

{(a) fThe world is fuced with two probloms, social and political. The
postwar division of Cforces hus created a new international probienm:
the powerful, independent political forces in Germany, Japun aun
Italy huve disappearsd and the T:5R has grown to . igantic propertions.
The social problem is concerned primarily with the destrmectiorn cuused
by the war which cverywhere has created acute social changes and
started a strugple for a new distribution of material and cultural
goods. The Russiun problem emanetes from the zradual degenerstion
of the ideals of the ‘ussian “evoclution, from lack of contact between
the Governmaent und the Russian nstion, and from the aggressive attitude
adopted by the Soviet Union toward the rest of the werlds

(b) The problem of war and pesce und of economic equilibrium is closely
tied to the Russiun problem, and the outlook for Russian pslitical
and economic development is also dependent upon world recomnstruction,
This mutual dependency is & comple tely new factor. The USSR e at
presont in China and on the Hediterranean; it has occupied eastern
Burope and is after the liiddle susc and Africa. It is the world's most
powerful potential buyer, causing yreat concern among Fhe cupiiziist
nations. The world's sconomic future depends upon trend of relations

' between the U3SR und other nations. ' .

{c) Postwar conditions the world over are unstuble, with internaticnal

differences growing betwsen the democratic countries and the Sovied

. Union. There is comtinuous threat ol znother war, There is also &
growing social strugple in themost importvnt Buropean countrisa -
Engiand, Frunce und Italy; the strug,le is alsc expressed in Lhe new
wave of strikes in the US. The internal situation in the formsy
asistic colonies is beceming more and more tense. .and the TN is
unable to solve these problems.

Lack of stubility also characterizes the Sovist sphere, with relations
between the Sovist Govirtment and the Russian people bad, causing
widespread dissatisfaction on ono hard and a growth of terrorism on
the other. The dilferenpes vetween the interests of the "oriviloged®
in the UISR and the wide masses of the population are becomin,, more and
mors scute, and the P30pl: sre being forssd to work againet their will
Conflicts betwosn the indiriduml n:gionllistic groupﬁ%;ithin the

Soviet Union are ,rowing and beconing apparent.

(d) The coming period will witness a dual [ight: a political fight agzinst
communism in most of ths democratic countries and a fight betwsen the
democretic system of govermment and the Soviet bloz. This cortlict
started shortly after vorld far I and was the real causs of .orld War. 1T
which ended in victory of the democracies and defeat of the totalitarian
systems, leaving only the Soviet dictatorsrip. The struggle wiil not
end until the ideas of democracy embrace the entire world. The
struggle against classes will continue in the social sphere. in ‘the
capitalistic aud democratic countries, this fight will be opon and well
organizods in dictetorial systems, it will be secret and will invelve
political plotiing.

(e) The true sense of the political and social fight is expressed by the
desire to establish a peace bas-d on democratic principles. CEuch
peace is impossible in the USSR under the present regine. Oa tae other
hand, the rest of the world cunnot dream of a permanent peacs as long
as there oxists a country as powerful as the USSR, sproad over twoe
continents and gov:rned Ly a dictatorship. The strain causad by such a
systen inside and outside of the USSR must inevitably lead either %o &
revolutionary crisis or to wur. The atomic bomb mey basten the process.
There will either be a revolution and then a war, or a war which will
start a revolution. The lattor is more liksly.
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(f) The Russian political and social problems before the first revolution
called for liquidation of the monarchy and of the nobility which was
considered the social cornerstone of monarchy. The same problems can
now be solved by abolishing ths Soviet dictatorship and its high bureaucrecy:
Liquidation of the dictatorship would benefit the entire world.

The last "platform" of the lussian Social Democratic Vorkers® Party wes

published in 1926 and means nothing. 4 now platform is nesded for the mambers
~end sympathizers of the purty and for the hundreds of thousands of Russians

of the new emigration who know nothing of the objectives and histery of the
Socialist movement. & platform, not a program, is necsssary; a platfora can

glve an accurate descriptiou of the present political and social questions as
well as formulate the objectives for the immedimte future. The enigration cannob
form one single antieSoviet front; the Socialists must separate themsslvas

from the non-Communist and the nonedemocratic factions. Among the new
emigration are many young people who want to fight the Bolsheviks., Their
enthusiasm must ve carefully watch:d to prevent their becoming victims of
adventurers from various monarchist and reactionary. groups or Soviet provacateurs.

The conflict between the wostern nations and the Joviet Union has attained
international significance. Contrary to the Soviet theory, it is not & conflict
between socialism and capitalism. There are many western countries with
entirely socielistic governments and there are also some classic capitalist
states, 4ll are united in common defense against Soviet aggrescion. The Vest
cannot be identified with capitalism, nor can the <ast stand for socialism and
revolution. The Furopean socialistic movement is facing a grave crisis because
of the existence of Communist parties in the USSR and outside. Instead of
working toward its oujectives, socialism must now retreat to defend the political
liberties and national independence esscential to the socialistic systan,. ‘he
most important problem at present is to defend the democracies against the
territorial aggression of the USSR,

Subjugation of the fussien nation to Vommunist dictatorship was complated in
1930; since then the Kremlin has been more active externally then internelly.,
The people are being exploited, their total national income veing usel for war
industry, upkeep of secret police and maintenance of Cormunist parties both
inside and out of the USSR,
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