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During the period of February to May 1955, the rosidents of Wemen (W 2h-56, B

118-31) were greatly affected by the cumiletive offeet of three years of drought.f
The food situntion haed renched its worot penk &uwing the poried from cpproximately
March 1954 throusgh May 1955, and Nenmn residents were alleowed to puwrehoge only two
taels of rice por person per day. The rice ration was incrossed on 5 May to three

" and one-half thela par pergon per day.

20

[Local Chinese who could afford to got merricd

were authorized to purechose wp to 10 catties of riece for thelr weddings. The

Chinese Commmnist Party cedres were well fedj on the other hand, the Commumists
asked the people to be thrifty end to preduce more.

When the rains fell recently in Neman, the Chinege Commwnists ordered the farmers
to plant rice even though the season for plenting hed past. The fermers, who 4id
not believe that it would do any good to plant the seedlings, were required to
follow the orders of the Chinese Communist authorities.

The past season's barley and vheat crop grew only to shout four inches in height.
The farmers had turned the cattle loose in the fields to ezt the crops because
there was little or no harvest in the Nanan ares. There was neither a peanut.nor
& been harvest because the sprouts hed dried up. .

| Comment. | |about 100

Chinese affected by the fomine in South Chins were moving into Macmo dslly.
Cormmnist authorities in Canton hed relaxed restrictions on exit permits to
relieve the food shortage and the unemployment caused By the yemr-long drought,
vhich was broken during the week of 1l lMey with four deys of heavy rain. A
report from Hong Kong appesring in the Christisn Science Monftor, 10 June,
mentioned that Pelping had admitted that 150,000,000 peasants were short of
food. In attempting to cope with the situztion, u‘hich wvas cazused by last
years floods and by this yesr's severe drought, Peiping had initieted mesgures
against extravegence, waste, and corruption.
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