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Between 1953 and approximately November 1954, aircraft were seen flying from the

direction of the southern edge of Liegnitz, climbing frem a low altitude over

Pahlowitz (51 11 N/16 06 E) and practicing flying in th@ air space southwest of

Liegnitz (51 12 N/16 10 E)o Air aetivity during the summer months was more

jntensive than during the winter, The type of air activity did not differ, The

aircraft always flew in a formation of 9 to 12, While crossing over Pahlowitz

at

a low altitude, they still flew individually and at short intervals after each
othery, The first aircraft climbed slowly flying straight ahead, while the other
aircraft alternately flew %o the right and left rear of the leading plane. Later
on, the aircraft assembled in a wedge formation, After forming a formation, the
aircraft mostly left the Liegnitz air space, The return of the aircraft was never
observed, Not more than one formation of a maximum of 12 aircraft was observed
aloft, The intervals and distancesbatween the aircraft of the individual formations
differed greatly, Sometimes, the aircraft flew in close~order and sometimes in
spreadmout formation, The aircraft had two engines in the wings, single rudder
sassembly and cabin windows at the side of the fuselage, The landing gear and a
gmall wheel under the tail were retractable. From the observation that the aircraft
always approached frem the southern edge of Liegnitz it was inferred that they took

off from the airfield located there,

Up to the first days in January 1955, there was also air activity by sin@le—engine

sircraft which crossed over Pahlowitz at a low altitude while climbing, “hey
approached from the same direction as the twin-engine aircraft and apparently

had

taken off from the same airfield, There was more intensive sir activiiy by the

single-engine aireraft than by the twin-engine planes, The former flew almost
every day during the summer months but less frequently during the winter, The
single-engine aircraft usually flew in formations of 8 teo 9 aireraft, While

climbing over Pahlowitz, the aircraft flew individually and aft of each other,
Then the first aircraft flew straight on while the other airoraft joined up in
eshelon to the right in the liegnitz area, This procedure was repéeted several

times on individual days, Not more than one formation was seen aloft, The

formation flew either in close order or speead out, It was noted that the stnghe-

engine aircraft flew considerably slower than the twin~engine ai
Deseription of single~engine aircraft: Low-wing monoplane with p o

engine in nose compartment, retractsble landing gear, two=man coclil
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‘fashion, red star on underside of winss and on rudder assembly, blacke-
boris~ne white letters "4 1" or "A 2" on fuselage aft of wingse

Trom saround late 1952 or early 1953 to October 1954, individual elements of
2 aircraft with one jet engine were observed flying over Liegnitz at medium
or high altitudes, sometimes with vapor trails, It could not be determined
fvrom which airfield the aircraft came. Air activity was not observed daily
but frequently and sometimes ceveral elements of two were seen aloft. The
aircraft which flew at a high speed had considerahly swepte=back wings, a
«lim fuselage, and a very high rudder assembly on the tails

Around late 1953 or early 1954, the fi st twin-jet alrcraft were seen flying

over Liegnitz at very high altitudes, ~he last observations were made around

fnsust 1954, It could not be determined where the asircraft came from. The

twin~jet aircraft which always flew in individual elements of two while

developing vapor frails were seen less frequently than the single~jet planess

The following features were observed on the twinejet aircraft:

#, Considerably swept-back wings like those of singlewjet aircraft,

be Slim fuselage with long nose, the latter much lonrer than on single~jet
edircraft.

¢. Untire aircraft longer than single-jet plane

a, Two long devices projecting beyond leading edges of wings; devices cut off
in front

e. Slightly larger but slimmer than single-jet sircraft

£, Somewhat slower than single-pt aircraft

The devices which were not seen under the wings but projecting beyond the

leading edges were zlmost as thick as the fuselage, They were so large and thick

that they were recognized at high altitudeso These devices were presumed to

be jet engines, and definitely not auxiliary fuel %anks. The aircraft were

undoubtedly of another type than the single-jet aircraft 25X1

During 1954, mnight flights were repeatedly made by individual aircraft which
apparently came from Liegnitz airfieid, From the sound of engines heard it was
inferred that they were the sape single~engine and twineengine alrcraft which
were observed during daytime, “he noise of jet aircraft was never heard at
night,

25X1
Comment. The airfield southeast of liegnitz is occupied by a Soviet 25X1
ground attack division headquarters and 1 or 2 ground attack regiments in
addition to a transport urit equipped with Li~2se
(AAAAA*Commentn Presumably Polish MiG-15 formations from Breslau or Soviet 25X1

alrcraft from Sagan~Kuepper.

Comment95 The correctness of this observation is doubted, It is assumed 25X 1

—fhat source mentzlly trensferred the well known features of the swept-back

ViG-15 %o the twin-jet sircraft of type I1-28 which have been stationed in
Brieg since early 1954,
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