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food situ=tion in the GDR
The food supply has reached a

critical stage. In spite ¢f all efforts to stretch the avallable
supplies by throwing in the State Reserve and by reducing.
third all z2llocations of high-calorie food te HO shops, it®
extremely difficult to bridge the period preceding the 1955
Otto Bach and Erich Waechter, two members of the Presidium
CDU/Ost, who were assigned to the mission of easing the te
the population by delivering speeches elucidating the situ
declared themselves unfit for such action since no explanati
whatsoever could hold water. LDP and NDP members also broke their
promises to take part in this propaganda campaign. Hans Loch,
“'inister of Finances, has called Grotewohl's attention to the fact
that LDP member Dr. Karl Hamann, the former !Minister for Trade and
Supply, had been arrested and held responsible for an earlier and
much less critical fcod situation. Loch has suggested that similar
treatrent should be Jiven to the SED functionary®*now holding this
position. An inoressin: number of letters is being sent to GOR and
Bast Berlin mewephpeweditors by anonymous writers who are venting
their bitter discomtent. Lowsslevel HO employees are made the
scapesoats and are charged with having caused the difficulties
by sabotage and inefficiency. In Leipzig, Dresden, and Rostock such
perscns are said to have beenarrested. Fats, flour and other food
will be supplied by the US3R. Under Russian prescure, also Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and Hungary, have announced food deliveries. There
iy be hope for an improvement by mid-April, although actual relief
can be brought about only by the 1955 harvest.
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feold situstion in tha GDRr
[The food supply has reached a
critical stage. In spite cf all effcris to stretch the available
supplies by throwing in the State Reserve and by reducing to one-
third all allocations of high-caloriec food to HO shops, it will be
extrenely difficult to bridge the perind preceding the 1955 harvest.
Otto Bach and Erich ¥Waechter, two members of the Presidium of the
CDU/Oat, who were assigned to the mission of eesing the tensicn of
the populetion by delivering spe=ches elucideting the situation,
declared themselves unfit for such action since no explanation
whatooever could hold water. LDP and NDP members alsc broke their
promises to take part in this propagands campaign. Hans Loch,
“inister of Finances, has culled Crotewohl's attention to the fact
that LDP member Dr. Karl Hamann, the former *inister for Trade and
Supply, had been arrested and helé~responsible for an earlier and
mucl. less critical fcod situation. Loch has suggested that similar
treaiment should be iven to the SED func hiona.;ﬁnow holding this
positios. 4R ineressiny number of letters is being sent to GDR and
East Berlin newspaper editors by anonymous writers who are venting
their bitter discontent. Loweerlevel HO employees are nade the
scapegoats and aure charged with having caused the difficulties
by sabotage and inefficiency. In Luipzi;, Dresden, and Rostock such
perscns are said to have beenarrested. Fats, flour and other food
will be supplied by the USSR. Under lussian pressure, also Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and Hungary, have announced food deliveries. There
nay be hope for an improvement by mid-April, although actual relief
can be brought about only by the 1955 harvest.

1, Lz—kws Kurt liach beg became Minister of Trade and Supply on 25X
Fetruary 1 and ‘has beerin office singe 19 May 1953,'
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