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-In August 1954, the 3rd Asroclub and the 35d Tech Base of the

Admimistration of Aeroeclubs (Verwaltung-der Aeroclubs) (VBA)

were quartered in the Husaren Kaserne in Bautzen, and the lst Bn

of the Bautzen: Asroclub was stationed at Kamenz airfield. The

Bautzen Aeroclub consisted of a headquarters and the 1lst, 2nd and _ 25X1
3rd BEns. The 3rd Bn was organized on 28 July 1954 of detached members

of the flying and teehnical personnel of the lst and 2nd Bns. After

that date, the 1st Bn and the 2nd Bn, which had previously consisted

of 4 and 5 squadrons respectively, were now made up of 3 squadrons

each. No information was available that a similar re-organization lLad

oceurred in the other Aeroclubs. 1

The Aeroclub in Bautzen had a strength of about 200 officers and
360 NCOs and EM. Each battalion consisted of about 170 men, including

The 2nd Bn was equivped with 12 Yak-11s | | 25X1
‘ [ & 25X1
12.7-mm machine gun was mounted in each Yak-ll in the upper left side

of the engine cowling. It fired through the ppopgkler. No additional

aircraft, engines or spare parts have so far arrived in Fautzen.

Repairs were made by the technical personnel. The motor vehicles were

furnished by the motor transport company of the grd Tech Page. lic gas

prrotective equipment was assigned to the 2nd Pn.

The following training stages of flight training were known:

a. Local individual flying with £light instructors;

b. Aerobatics; flying in elements of two;

C. Firing at airborne and ground targets; lelnﬁ in formations of four.
25X1

Flight training was simultaneously conducted in all the three training _

stages since the training status of the individual pilots differed.
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Prior to August 1954, no high-altitude flights ox night flights were
made, Each aircraft was] allegedly, not to be flown longer than 5
hours per day. The firing range with pround targets was located in
Weisskolm near Niesky.

German pilots were also tralned in the USSR, allegedly at an sirfield
60 to 70 km north of Kuibyshev. None of +beue pilots had allegedly
served with the former German Air Force. 4

The members of the Aeroclub in Eautzen belonged to the following clacses:

rilots 1935 to 1933
technical personnel . 1932 to 1930

The personnel had been recruited in the following districts:

about 50 percent in Saxony
" 25 percent in Thuringisa
" 25 percent in Mecklenburg and Brandenburg.

Between Jamiary and March 1954, officers and NCOs of the Dautzen ieroclub
had continuously been detached to the various districts in the GDR Ior
recruiting drives. In particular, personnel for the motor transp
companies and the guard companies of the technical bases, as w
aircraft mechanies for foound personnel units, were required. Flyi
personnel were not to be recruited. The target fixed for the reeruiti
drive was allegedly fulfilled onl¥ 45 percent. After about June 1954,
the document which was to be signed by new recruits included a phrase
according to which they agreed to serve as long as the party and
government deemed it necessary. Prior to that date, the terw: of service
had been limited to 3 years. 5

4

The personnel of the 2nd Bn meceived 2 ‘hours of political indoctrination
weekly by the political officer of the battalion and the rroraganda officer
or the political officer of the Squadron, and 30 minutes of political :
informration. Separate courses were held for officers on the one hand and
NCOs and EM on the other. The last subject of political indoctrinstion
was the Fourth SED Congress, Current political events were discussed
in the political information course. Of the personnel of t‘e 2nd Bn, 3C
percent were believed to be convinced SED men, 60 percent fe Llow-tihveljers,
and 10 percent opponents of the regime. The morale of the personn#} of
the teehnical base was poor, particularly because of the excessive o
time of up to 13 hours per day, poor guartering facilities and rcor food
according to category 4. lost of the personnel were looking Zemward to
the end of their serviee. The mood among pileots was better because they
received better food and treatment., About 6C percent of the pilots
considered their flight training:as a kind of sport instead of a
prreparation for future combat activity.

In nmid-June, a Bauunion surveyed the landing field at Fqut4°A<Lllt=¢
airfield allegedly for the construction of an intended concrete runway. O

The following officers were assigned to thie Asroelub in Eeutzens

Commanding Officer of Aeroclub Lieutenant Colonel Wilpert (funu),
had been a fmgb+gr pilet with the fornmer -
German air force. :
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Political Qfficer

ief of Staf

In Charge of operetions

Navigator

Chiaf of PXX Departmént
Clief Engineer

Chief of Cadre Personnel

0D Liaiscn Officer

2nd Bn

:anding Cfficer
¥l

Folitical Cfficer

Chief of Staff

In eharge of operations

Deputy CO and Chiilel of
gnt Training

In eharge of training in
ng at airborne targets

Fae

dMavigator
Propaganda Cfficer
In charge of cadre personnel

SSD Liaison (Officer

o ven. 12 -~
L OIMInaNding

Political Officer

3rd Bn
Corranding Officer

Folitical Officer

Cartain Wille (fnu)

jor Witti

]
<

(fou)

(o]

Seuior Lisutenant Schwab (fnu)
Captain Sedlaczek (fnu)
Captain Weber (fru)

Zenior Lisubenant liesbach (F

Senior Licubtenant Mueller

Senior Licutenant Schul

Senicr Lisutenant Lance (nu)

Cantain Zirfsl (Fan)

Senior Lieutenant lHents

Senior Lleutenant DFrandt (fiu)

Lieutenant ¥rausc (fnu)

iant Yoorr (£au)

o N N S P Tl STTTR
Senior Lieubenant ¥ushn (fmu)

™. o eyt
naprrar

Senior Lieutenant Raubach (fnu)
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2. Comment. The personnel strength of tle individual
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The 2nd Bn included 2 Soviet advisors, Captain Buggai (fnu) (vhonetic

spelling), advisor in state security matters and Lieutenant Colonel
Kushehin (fnu) (phonstic spelling), advisor for flight *rai

£

Additional officers known by source were Colonel Pranke (fnu), chief
of the political main department of the VdA Cottbus and lHajor Lowicat
(fnu), in charge of parachuting. The latter controiled + o obli
rarachute jumps and was responsitie for safety measures in regard *o
parachute equipment. He was probatly not -ngaged in preparaticns Ter
the organization of parachute units.

atory

each Aeroclub has only two battalions. It is however, ey

third battalion will be assigned to each Aeroclub in conr

the expansion of the VFL. If this assumpticn is correct,
of an Aercclub would correspond with the orgarizetion of
the Soviet Air Force. No indications of the organization
battalion with the Aeroclubs in Cottbus and Drewitsz have
so far, '

25X1

a Sovie

which is believed to number about 300 officers, MNCOs and T
number of technical persomnel ic sufficient for the sral
aircraft at present available to the individual Aeroclub

28 .
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3 Comment. The reported numbers of Yak-lls staticned at Eautzen
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airfield corresponds with the air activity cbserve%

recel ine }

| 25X1

LIN]

a large nurier of 25X1

Comment. Compared to the ground personnel,
flying personnel are apparently assigned to the Vda.
25X1
omment.‘ the auxili y at
Bautzen-Litten airfield was to he rerlaced by a concr .
o 25X1
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