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THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

1. Upon arrival at Nikel (N 69-26, E 30-17) on the morning of 19 February 1953,
25X1 all the recruits of the Nikelkombinaet were interviewed by the head of the per-
' tdele kadrov), Comrade N. M. Kudryashov. Kudryashov
25X1 sqme.ti.me.a_maa_T stick as he is slightly lame in
one leg. | Kudryashov retained the napraviyeniye
25X1 (assignment certificate) and the trudovaye knizhka (labor bock).
there were no vacancies in his line of work but a
25X1 f loader with the motor transport section (avtotra.nsgortnm tsekh).
given a chit for Comrade Gerasimov, head of the transport section,
25X1 and told to call at the dispatching office (dispecherskaya).| lalso given
another chit for the head of the communal eccommodation section (zhilishchno-
25X1 kommunalnyy otdel) in order to obtain a billet. Quarters were arranged
. in a hostel at Sovetskays Ulitsa 6, where workers in the motor transport section
25X1 were living at the time. Later, the workers were moved to Ulitsa Mikoyana 7.
2. The hostel at Sovetskaya Ulitsa 6 was actually a small Finnish prefabricated
25X1 wooden house consisting of an entrance hall, a kitchen straight ahead, with a
bedroom on each side of the hall. One room housed male employees and the other
25X1 . female. The furniture in each room consisted of one wardrobe, six iron beds,
a table, and six stools. There was no bathroom and the toiler was situated
25X1 about 30 meters away in a woods. This billet rented for 36 rubles per month.
The hostel had some cockroaches but no other vermin.
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3. On an average d.ay rose at about 0600 hours;.washeéd: in.itke -kitchen in a
wash basin with wate by the There was no running
25X1 - water in this house. I ibuy soap at the store,paying
about 20 rubles per cake.| [then dressed and proceeded to the canteen of the
25X1 combine on Gvardeyskiy Prospekt had breakfast. This canteen,
known among the workers as "Mother-in-iaw's" (poidem k teshche), opened
25X1 up for service every day from 0600 to 0900, from 1500, and 1700 to 2100
hours; later 1t stayed open until 2230 hours. started day by
having a two-course meal at this canteen at about 0700 hours. This consisted
25X1 soup with bread followed by a meat or fish dish with potataces.

substantial meal first thing in the morning because it was
usually only possible to have a snack at lunch time.

25X1
i, | dispatching office (dispecherskaya) at 0800 hours,
25X where %Idriver » When the latter had obtained his putevka
(work ticket), proceeded with their truck to the destination ordered.
The work consisted usually of transporting coal from the svalka (dump) svwhich
25X1 was not far from the gasoline station on the way to the Arctic Highway, to
various places where bulldings were being erected. On occasions when the
25X snow was heavy,they had to help to clear the roads by shovelling it to the

side of the road. The official end of work was at 1700 hours,but this varied

by an hour or so each @&y, according to work m hand. At the end of the day,
25X1 the driver used to drop| |near his billet, without reporting

back to the office, and proceeded to the motor transport department of the
25X1 combine.

5. On arrival at his billet in the evenings J:l'washed and. changed and then

25X1 athered at -in-law!s" canteen together with the other men from
billet. again had a similar meal as in the morning,vhich cost

about 10 to 12 rubles. At times they had a few drinks in their billet,

25X1 usually vodka or pure spirits. Only beer was available in the canteen. The
: rest of the evening was spent in the billet pls; cards either with friends
25X or with the girls living in the opposite room. sometimes visited the
movie or club (for workers of the combine) on Ulitsa Mikoyana.
25X 1 Normally went to bed at about 2200 to 2300 hours.
. 6, The director of the Pechengskiy Nikelkombinat is Gorniy Direktor A. Petrov,
25X1 who is referred to by the workers as Gorniy General Direktor (Mining Director-
General), The combine was composéd.ef the following aunits and.officest
25X1 &, The main office is on Gvardeyskiy Prospekt ‘it . controls.. . all the

administrative elements,including the personnel department (otdel Kadrov),
25X1 . situated 1n another house on the same street; the communal accommodation
g department (zhilishchno-kommunaln:yy otdel) on Ulitsa Mikoyanaj the book-
" keeping department, the records and planning department,and others.

* b. The nickel mines (rudnik) are located a few kilometers . :
north of Nikel. The und underground work is well mechanized and some of the
crude ore is sent by trucks to the metallurgical plant at Nikel. The
work at the mines is in three shifts ybut . gource “was® unable to estimate
the number of workers employed.

¢. The metallurgical PlaIMmmmglm&skllltsekh) is situated just north
of the town of Nikel. only part of the crude ore
“is processed at this plant and is then sent to Liimkhamari by truckssfor
" shipment, probably to Murmansk. Other crude ore is transported, also by
trucks, direct from the mines to Liinakhemari (N 69-38, E 31-205. The

work at this plant is also performed in three shifts.
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d. The general supplies unit is known &s Prodsned (prodovolstvennoye snab-
zheniye). This general supplies wiit fgr the combine controls and supplies
food and goods to all canteens, buffets, and several shops. This unit
possesses Lts own trangport and .collects newly arrived goods at Liinakhamari
(N 69-38, E 31-20), ‘ .

e. A local building concern called Zhils%x {Zhilishchnoye Stroltelstvo) be~
longs to the combine. It erects new houses in Nikel for thne Workers employed
by the combine.

f. The motor transport shop (avtotransportnyy tsekh) also belongs to the
combine. Most of the transports consist of large diesel trucks. There
are more than 100 vehicles altogether, ineluding one or two sedans for the
director end other officials. There are also about six motor buses to trans-
port the workers. Approximately 200 persons are employed in the motor trans-
port shop. - :

 g. A wood working tactory (DOZ - Derovo-Obdelechnyy Zavod) is located on the

seme lake as Nikel, in a district called Zarechye. About 100 to 150 per-
sone are employed there. The sawmlll and carpenters' shop of the factory
meet the requirements of the building program of the combine.

h. The Forest Sector (Legpuchastok) covers the area around the 140-kilometer
point on the Arctic Highway. Hewn trees are towed in to the nearest pcint
on the highway, loaded ¢n trucks, and.transported to the wood working factory
at Nikel. There the lumber is made into planks, doors, window frames, and '
other bullding materials.

The nickel mines are located sbout four kilometers north of the village. - Be-
fore the Second World Wer, the nickel mines were operated by a Canadian firm
under an agreement with the Finnish Government. Since the Soviets took the
ares over, the mines have been under the control of a Soviet mine-operating
enterprise known as the Pechengskiy Nikelkombinet (Pechenga Nickel Combine),
which iz gubordimate to the Ministry of  Nonferrous Metallurgy {Ministerstvo

Isvelnoy Metallurgii).

The ‘metallurgical divigion is st the mine site. It probably processes the ore
to a cérteln extent. However, the oi® 1s shipped from Nikel in a relatively
unprovessed state. The ore is trengported to the coast in trucks, which appear
to havg been specially built for the purpose. The trucks have-capacities of

up to. ten  toms.

The motor trausport seéction (aytobraxsportayy otdsl) of the kombinat in Nikel

* trengports sand, coal, and gther ltems., Bomelimes lumber is picked up at a

factory in Nikel and ig dslivered to various parts of the eommunity and to

‘the brickysrd. The brickyard is located at the 9l~kildmeter point on the °

Aretic Highway, and the Luaber is used for repair work there. Roofing tiles
are goitimes picked up at the brickydrd and transported to Nikel. The sec-
tion wlso does the spowplowing and hauls snow in Nikel during the winter.
The hesd of ‘the motor transport section is Gerasimov (fnu).
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10. Most of the men who work as loaders for the tremsport pection begin work at
0800 hours. All the loaders.assemble at the dispatchimg point, from which they
axe geslgned to vehicles. The loaders eat their noon meal on their truck or
Tear where the truck is parked during a stop. Workers usually get off work at
17003 if their truck has traveled = long distance away fram their quarters,
they sometimes do not get back until 1900 howrs. In the evening, the workers
sometimes go to = movie or to the club; most of the time they stay in the dormi-
tory.

11, Most employees who work under three-year contracts for the Pechengskly Nikel-
kombinet im Nikel usually take only one leave, and that comes at the completion

25X1 of thelr contract periocd. However, some workers do take leave before their
tour of duty is up. ALl Nikelkombimat workers going oun lesve have to complete
25X 1 a regular check-out form {gbkho list), which invalves their redsiving clear-

snce from the several offlces (finance, supply, housing, ete.) connscted with
the komblnat. ig procedure 1s required because some workers never report
25X1 back £ ave and the & L gme the 1y : Ath s

&

25X1

|e person who has a puteyks (reservation) at e rest home or
sanitarium would not need & propusk to leave Nikel. Saveral wprkers at the
Nikelkombinat were called back to military service for the purpose of taking

o re-training course (yoyennays perepodgotovka).
12. 'Me vorkers' settlement (raboch gosélok) of Wikel 48 the rayon center for

the %’e;gengskiy Rayon. The settlement 1 located in Zapretnays Zona (Restricted
Zone s .

13. | |m.ke1 has a population of approximately 15,000 persons,
- of waich B,000 are workers. A large percentage.of the populatlon consists of
perscns who came to. the area several years ago and started raising families

25X1 here, With the exception of those persons who work for governmentsal organi-
zations, the police, border troops, and the Army, all the inhebitants of this
25X1 ares work for the Pechengskiy Nikelkombinat,whose offices are in this settlement.
. Becsuse Nikel is located north of the Arctie Cirele, wages paid by the kombinat
25X1 are much higher than those paid in arees farther south. Prices are alsc much

higher arourd Nikel, althpugh not so high as to offaet the wage advantage which
"7 workers ln this area enjoy. In genersl, the workers seem to be satisfied with
25X1 their working conditions, slthough source admittedly did notumeke many inguiries
on thig subject. All workers for the Wikelkombinat have to®sign three-year
25X1 . eontracts. '

1)41 e '8 ¥ dyv Procnelkt I

25X1 [Bulldings 1o Nikel include woodsn fyeme bulldings, brick bulld-
i ings, and buildings of comcrets blocks.

|forced labor ig used for main-

TENsnee work on the Aretic Highway.

16. There is & dining hall in Nikel which is open fram 0600 to 0900 hours in the
morning, from 1100 to 1500 in the afternnon, and from 1700 to 2300 at night.
It has two dining rooms, one for lgborers and one for office workers. A two-
couyse dimner including coffee cpgts frdm 10 to 15 rubles. Prices for other
meals are sbout the same. The soup course usually cdonsists of borshch or some
- kind of ‘creem soup. The second gourse is usually some kind of fish or ham-
burger steak {kotlet).
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Nikel has a club, and there are movies and somwetimes concerts at the gettlement.
Source saw the following wovies while in Nikels & film which deals with
e lives of Rugsian ssilors in 1850; iy Aneriki (Friends and Enemies
of Amgrica); Razlom (The Break); and Pos Raund (The Last Round). A ticket
%0 the movies costs from 3.00 to 4.50 8, the price' depending on the location

f the seat. The front rows are lesst % held at the club and
are frequented mostly by young peopls. a ticket to a dance
coste Bix rubles.

e hy kays Pravdse, the local neWspaper for tha wesiern part of the Murmanskays
Oblast, is published in Nikel. Another newspaper, called Sovetskaym Pechenga,
is published two or three times & week. .

Suowstorms are frequent in the area sround Nikel. Thawing begins in about April. ‘

By May there is no snow left on the raade, though patehes of it remain in the

woods. It reins in May, but not very often. On the whole, the weather is ver

e able, sometimes clear and sometimegs cloudy.
By the end of May, the days are extremely long; the sun hardly dis-

‘appears at all.,

The terrain sround Nikel is mark;tgféevem hills. In addition to the hills
shown on the plan of Nikel (See s¥etch of Nikel, page 9), there are other hills

of equal height in the area, The region is sparsely wooded and does not differ
Yemarkebly from the rest of the sub-arctic section of the Murmanskaya Oblast.

As 8 civilian] inoculated for T.T.B. (typhoid)|

in Leningrad|

|a.J.§o inpeuleted against tetanus (stolbnysk).

|these inoculations were only glven to the workers by their

respective employers and were not automatically given to the whole of the popu-
lation of the Soviet Uniom. .

22. There is an airfield agar Nikel |
wmost of the workers now employed at the Forest Sector

lh-kilometers were previously working at this proJected airfield clearing tim-
ber. This wag completed in October 1952, when ell of them were sent to the

" Forest Sector.

The following types of trucks were used by the Nikelkombinat:

8. MAZ (Minskiy Avtomobilnyy Zavod) and YaAZ (Yeroslavskly Avtomobilnyy Zavod),]
10=ton vehicles, some of which are dump twucks, These trucks are used with ”
trailers snd source heard from some of the drivers that the truck with a
trailer formed a 25-ton combination.

b. Fiveston vehicles, bullt by ZIS (Moscow).

¢. Four-ton vehlcles, new :postwar design built by ZIS, kuown as ZIS 150,

d. Three-ton vehicles, also bullt by ZIS.

e, One-e.n.d-aneeha,lfft‘on vehicles, bullt by GAZ (Gorkiy). s

25X1
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Sketch of Nikel
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Legend to Sketch of Nikel

Pechengskiy Nikelkombinat. Headquarters of the combihe is situated

on Gvardeyskly Prospekt in a three -stF:x_5jgng_hnildinz_uhich_ia_;__
Plastered outside and painted cream, |

the whole building 1s used for offices-

Canteen. Opposite the mein office of the combine there is & falrly
lerge canteen in a two-story house,which is built of stone on the
ground floor and of wood on the first floor. The ground floor is used
as a store and the canteen is situated on the first floor.

Fire Station. This is situated not far away from the main office of
the combine and is a one-story ston ok '
where a fireman is slways on duty.
fire engines re ..specially built vehicles,similar
to those he had seen in Leningrad, and "are painted red.

Personnel Section (Qtdel Kadrov). of 'the combinae, “Purther along, on-Gvard-
eyskiy Prospekt; it is situated in a semi-basement of one of the four
stone dwellings located there. This section occupies about three rooms.

Hospital. The only hospital in the town, a large plastered stone bullding
standing on a hillock.

New buildings, iunder construction as of June 1953,

A military memorial built on a concrete base with various shells with

& star on top. This monument stands at the corner of Ulitsa Pobedy and
Gvardeyskly Prospekt.

‘I‘hree-story,plastered,brick houses mainly occupiled by workers' families.

Rayvoyenkomat. | Iitq wag previously in.the Dom Okhre 30,

where the Voyenno-Uchetnyy Stol st1ll remains.

Directorate .of,:the\,A:_cjc:bic H:Léhway.._(U ravlienive Zapolyarno .Qorogx) is on
Gvardeyskiy Prospekt, occupying two houses nearly opposite the weighing
platform,

Weighing plafform for weighing trucks loaded with crude ore, Built of
wood, completely roofed; there is a small office within.

Buffet. A small,onestory,wooden house constructed of planks is used

as a buffet where light refreshment and alcpholic drinks nay be obtained.
This buffet: is locally known as "§ Dobrym Utrom" (good morning) because
it begins serving aleoholic drinks from 0600 hours.

Two more plastered stone houses used by families. One bf these contailns
& provision shop.

A memorial.

Metallurgical plant. This is the mein plant of the combine and is
surrounded by a high fence with large gates. -

Hostel. Finnish prefabricated wooden bungalow at. . Sovetskaya Ulitsa 6.

Other Finnish prefabricated wooden bungalows,all occupied as billets for
single and married workers. '
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18. Hostel . on.. Ulitsa Mikoyana 7. It is in a plastered stone house.
25X1
25X1 19. Headquarters of the Militia. It is located at the corner of Ulitsa
Mikoyana and another road. A stone house painted yellow. There used
to be a sign outside reading: - "Pechengskiy Rayonniy Otdel Militsii
25X1 MGB Murmanskoy Oblasti".  This was taken down shortly before June 1953.
20. Children's Clinic (Detskayse Konsultatsiys). It was probably controlled
25X1 by the hospital. This is housed in a Finnish prefabricated wooden bunga-
low.
25X1 21. Public baths. A large two-story house of plastered brick, with a barher
S ; 3 the ground floor and Russian baths upstairs. .
men's barber shdp,and[::::::::]three barbers were
25X1 employed therel lon Seturdeys and Sundays. A heircut cost 1.10
rubles.
25X1 |some "local ladies" with permenents.|

bundles of washing could be left at the laundry. The
baths on the first floor were divided into one for men and the other for
25X1 women. The men's part consisted of a changing room, a washing room
where there were tin basins, showers, and a steam room which was fitted
out with wooden benches to lie on. The charge was 1.50 rubles.

22, Small garden. It was known as Skver Skulptury and was newly built with
- shrubs planted in May 1953. There are two statues of a man and a woman
representing Fizkulturniki (Sportsmen). A small metal fence surrounds

this square. )

23. Club. A large one-story wooden house, plastered over and painted
white. This club contains a theater which is also frequently used as
a movie. In the foyer to the theater,dances are occasionally held
with music supplied by a PA system. In a small room next door there
is a buffet where only soft drinks, biscuits,and sweets can be obtained.
The theater 1s also used for all official functions and meetings.

2h. Stadium. This stedium is mainly used for football, volley ball, basket=-
ball, and for political rallies. The ground is level and there is a
small stand at one end (A) from which the main speakers give their
speeches on festive occasions,such as May Day. There is another largér
stend (B) for spectators.

25. 8chool. A single-story plastered house; the only school in Nikel
. known to"source.

26. A mixture of Russian log cabins and Finnish prefabricated wooden bunga-
" lows.

27. A suburb of Nikel called Zarechye,consisting of.various types of wooden
cabins and bungelows.

28. The Rayon Executive Committee(ﬁgxgsgolkem) is located on Sovetskaya
Ulitsa,opposite
bungalow.
25X1 29. Editorial offices of the newspaper (Sovetskays Pechenga, . The offices
. are housed in a Finnish prefabricated house.

. 25X1

30. Dom Okhra. | |this house belongs to the civilian
guard employed by the combine. This house is a plastered brick building
of three stories.  .Besidés the guards and their families living there,
it houses the Yoyenno-Uchethnyy Stol (military reglstration desk) for
the whole area,

31. Plastered brick housds used a2s living querters. -
SECRET/CONTROL - US OFFICIALS ONLY
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|nlan of Nikell |
|was one drawm. .
up by the Soviets in 1940 when they took over the nickel mines in Nikel;
the plan represented a proposed scheme for laying out the settlement.
Many of the buildings shown on the plan were never constructed. |
most of the bulldings located on the plen within the block
bordered by Sovetskaya Ulitsa, Gvardeyskiy Prospekt, and Ulitsa Mikoyana
had not been built by spring 1953. | ithOSGﬁbuild- .
ings mentioned in the following list and pinpointed on the plan are the only

ones in existence in spring 1953. The numbered
items In the Iegend correspond to the numbered places on the. sketch on page 9. -

ngend to Plan of Nikel

1. Stadium. Tocal teams plav football here. |

2, Prefabricated buildings (Finnskiye domiki).

3. Smell grocery store.

4, :Nikelkombinat workers' club. This 1s a stucco building containing a iovie
theater, small library, and other facilities.

5. Public bath., This is a two-story stone building.

6. Prefabricated buildings (Finnskiye domiki).

T. School. This 1s & one-story stucco building.l

|it definitely is not

a tekhnikum.

8. Nikelkombinat bachelors’ dormitory. This single-story wooden building is
located at Sovetskaya Ulitsa 6. The dormitory is divided into two sections
with a kitchen in the middle. About ten male workers live in one section
and about ten female workers in the other sectlon.

10. Nikelkombinat bachelors' dormitory. This is a three-story stucco building.
The address here is Ulitsa Mikoyana 5.

11. Nikelkombinat bachelors' dormitory. This is a three-story stucco. building.
The address here is Ulitsa Mikoyana 7.

12. Nikelkombinat spartment house. Workers with families are quartered in this
three-story stuccéo building. The address here is Ulitsa Mikoyana 9.

13. Children's library. This stone bullding 1s somewhat smaller than the
ones used for living quarters. The address here is Ulitsa Mikoyana 11.

14, Rayon section of the militia precinct (rayotdel militsil). The passport
desk (pagportnyy stol) is located here. The address is Ulitsa Mikoyana 13.

lha. Children's clinic.

14b. Bread shop.

15. Nikelkombinaet apartment houses. Eight of these stucco bulldings are on
_Ulitsa Pobedy. In the southwesternmost of these eight buildings there
1s a store which sells household goods and other consumer items. East
of this group of eight buildings, on another street which links Ulitsa
Mikoyana with Gvardeyskiy Prospekt, there are some smaller and less formally
arranged stucco apartment houses.
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Rayvoyenkomat. The rayvoyenkomat is located in the center bullding
of this group of three 3-story hrick buildings.

Nikelkombinat hospital. This is a large hospital, situated on a hill.
It is a long low bullding, about two or three stories high, of cream-
colored stone or stucco.

_Eﬂd_blu_‘m:l.nz__'th:l.s_bn:ulding was still under construction in spring 1953.
it is to be spout six stories highl

18a.

19..

20.

21.

New bullding. This structure was still under construction in spring 1953.

Monument. This monumentl |is located
on the square. :

Monument. This monumentl |is located
on the square.

Good Morning Buffet (S Dobrym Utrom Bufetka).

Nikelkombinat personnel section (otdel kadrov). These are stone buildings

22.

|more than two stories high.

23.

ak.

25.

26.

27.

Apartment houses. These buildings are similar in construction to the
otdel kadrov buildings (# 22 on this plan).

Fire station. This building has a tower. The type of construction is
similar to that of the hospital (# 17 on this plan). A red fire engine
is parked here. ‘

Nikelkombinat administrative offices. This building is of similar con-
struction to the hospital (# 17 on this plen).

Militery registration desk (voyenno-uchetnyy stol). The building in

which this office 1s located is constructed similar to the hospital
(# 17 on this plan).

Dining hall. This is a large esta
eat, | |

| |it is & large number, including most of those workers

28.

28a.

29.

" 30.

31. Gerage. This is a small woo "deiz building.

who do not have families in Nikel. :

Nikelkombinat buildings. This stone building and the one beside it (28a)
are known locally as the Kanadskiye Doma. These buildings were erected
by the Canadian company which operated the locel nickel mines before
the Second World War.

Grocery store. See description above (# 28)."-

Monument. | it
is in the center of the square.

Garage. This is a wooden building. at least one
truck:lis kept in this garage.

32.

33.

3.

Nikelkombinat dispatcher's office. This small wooden building houses
the office of the dispatcher for the Nikelkombinat motor pool.

Nikelkombinat guard building and gate. This is the entrance to the Nikel-
kombinat factory area. A guard is posted here.

Nikelkombinat fé‘cf:,ory. |
the area is surrounded by s two-meter-high wooden fence.
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