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Souros *fearned in Ja&:‘ sty 1955 that a sim #?5 million eastmarks had originally
q%ed for the construction of Drewitz airfield in 1953, lLater, this sum
was Yhe alrfield area was surrounded by a 2-meter barbed wire fence,
ect,ion g{; gﬁenschwalde , the installation could be entered through
oth of ‘which were guarded. A third gate was southeast of Drewitz.
}WM oad line runs through the southern portion of the airfield
Hownve track was in a depression, the airfield area could not be ob-
served f;’pm train, Even the quartering buildings close to the railrcad line
were blocked viev by trees. The airfield could best be cbserved from points
near Prewltz and in Grabko. - ;

Sourge lgarmd from records and talks with eonstructionmperviaors that the sub-~
grede of runvay consisted of a layer of broken stones upon which pierced i-
r?n 8 had been {gid befo concreting work was started, No drainage facilli-
es had been built because e field was very sandy, At its e astern end, the

runwey, which was 20 meters wide, was widened to 120 meters om a 80—meter stretch,
Prior to 15 July 1953, no hangars had been built. Work on the construction of hargers

had starfed, byt construction activities were suspended after a sur of about
700,000 eastmarks had been invested. Structural steel which had been delivered far
the hangars was shipped away. Work on the construction of six garages, filling
station, and e guardhouse had been started. The spur track to the field branched
off from the Cottbus-Guben railroad line near Grabke, one siding leading to the
landing field while a second one extended almost parallel to the maln rallroad line.

The airfield was equipped with a pumping station, one water pipeline led to the
quartering buildings, another pipeline was allegedly btullt as severage.

In mid 1953, a settlement for Soviet officers and their dependents which coneisted
of about 20 small houses, a achool, a culture house, a large kltchen and gerages
was completed, Eagh house had six rooms and a bath, was fitted with central heat~
ing and hot and “eold running water, After the houses were completed in late May
1953, they wers placed off limits to the Germans. Thirteen low brick buildings,

56 x 16 meters, a single-story culture house, and a largs kitchen were taing built
south of the railroad line. These houses were said to be earmarked for oceupation
by flying personnel. When a VPL unit moved to Drewitz in June 1353, the Bauunion
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iad to vacate the workers' camp east of Drewitz for the Volksnolizmel and
the workers moved to the low brick buildings aouih of the railroad line.
Source made a layout sketch of Drewitz alrfield,
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At noon on 25 September, source observed no air activity at the sirfield, ia
officer and about 20 VPLs were seen at Jaenschwalde railroad statiom., Piles of
sand and pipes were seen on the Jaenschwalde~Drewitz highway. A barbed wire
fence extended from a point ebout 10 meters north of railroad kilometer marier
194.1 as fer as railroud kilometer marker 197.1, where the fence turned toward
the woods, in the north, A watchtower, about 15 meters high, was ieen near ki-
lometer marker 194.1. Three-story buildings were observed betweer. railrcad ki-
lometer markers 196,3 and 196,7.

On 30 September, source determined that the entrance to the fiald was at ths north-
ern edge, about 300 meters south of Drewitz, At this entrance was a wooden suard- -
house which was occecupied by VPL. About 100 meters to the scuth2ast were lov wooden
buildings with black~red-golden flags, which housed VPL personnel. About 1,000 me-
ters northeast of the entrance was a gravel pit from where a narrow-gauge {ield
railvay extended toward the airfield te the southwest. Or this rallrcad, gravel
uas carried to the field. Along thé spur track, a sectiosn of the landing f£icld
could be seen .nd four completed shraonelproof alreralt revetnants were identified.

Source observed from the traln that geverzl three-story tuildings were loecated
along the Cottbus-Guben railroad line. A concrete road from ths north met with the
fence along the southern section of the field, at ruilroad kilometer marker 196.6,
ran along the fence to the northeast for a stretch of about 500 meters, and sgain
turned to the north between the three-story bulldinss and spur track. Flve tem-
porary buildings for construction workers were located ncrth of the railroad line,
about 1,000 meters east of the Jaenschualde railroad station, outside of tie aire
field,

Between 11:30 a.m, and 6 p.m, on 30 September, no air activity was conducted at
the field. No Soviet solilers were observed at the field or ir its vicinity. 2 At
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10. A road, about 800 meters long, with heud stone pavement extended from Drewitz
to the main entrance of the airfield which was guarded by VPL sentries. Th
soldiers who entered and left through this gate also were VPL nersonnel, Siw
temporary buildings wers observed near the entrince ingide of the field.

11, Signe Indicated that work by the Bauunion Sued wus under way at the field.,
Construction work was being done on droad from Jasnschwalde to the field and
cables were being laild slong thils road. An estimated 250 laborers were empioyed
at the field. The field area was surrounded by a 2-meter fence.

12, An inkeeper in Drewitz stated the airfield was occupied by VPL persomnel anc
that no Soviets were stationmed there. Informant further said that no airersft
were stationed at the field and that no air activity has been conducted fo weeks,
vwhile prior to around 17 June 1953, there had besn intensive air activity oy jet
aireraft,

13. On 6 October, the nostal bus to Drewits was used by four VPL men who entered-the
airfield through the gate on the northern edge. Five low-wooden ‘buildings of
the same type formerly built for the Reich Labot Servicewere cbserved 203 ic-
300 meters from the guard house at the northern entrance, A narrow-gauge €:1d

- rallway extended along the fence inside of the northern edge of the field. From
Jaenschwalde, three Soviet Air Force officers went on a path along the Cotibus-—
-Guben railroad station b the northeasi, while gome VPLs, who had detrained in

25x1 Jaenschwalde, vrocesded on the road to Drewltz,

25, :lgom% For layout sketch of Drewitz alrfleld, see fnnesx,

3. [____IGomment. It is believed that Drewitz airfisld is oscupied by the 621 VPL
Regt. with the assigned 302d Supnly Bn. At present, air activity is being con~
25%1 ducted only at Cottbus sirfield where apparently flights on Ysk-188 are baing
made by & training course for commenders and flight instructors. For loeuliiins
and lendmarke mentioned by sourees, see Map GSGS 4414, sheet 4053/4153.
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Runways

Shrapnelproof aircraft revetments.

Location of scheduled refuelimg station.
Location of scheduled flight control station,
Railrsad sidings.

Auxiliary loading ramp.

Settlenent for Soviets.

Location of scheduled 6 garages with refueling station,
13 low brick buildings with culture house.
Fire ponds

Basements for hangars.

Transformer ¥tation.

Pumping statlon,

Probable 6ourte of newiy laid waterpipe.

Wire fenoe.

165 17 and 18 Guarded entrances to the alrfield,

19, 20 and 21 Road blocks.

22 Oamp of Bauunion, now otcupied by KVP.
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