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25X1 ‘ GENERAL

1. The poiitical prisoner forced-labor camp system described in this report was
located in the Mordovian ASSR, near the eastbound reilrosd line from Moscow
to Ruzayevkas (N 54-05, E 44-56),0n a spur running northwerd from the rail-
road station of Potme (approximately N 54-03, E L2-55 - see sketch on page25 ).
The camps were called the Temnikov Disciplinery Camps (T ; Lie

but were popularly known by the lrmates as simply the Mordovien Csmpa’.

Melling address of the cemps wes: Mordovskaye ASSR, startsiys Potms, Poselok
Yevas, p/o 385/; the 385/ was followed by the individusl camp numbers which rew
from ane to 19. '

2. In 1951, up to 35,000 politicel prisoners, sentenced for periocds of 10 to 25
years under Article 58 of Soviet Penal Code, were incsrcerated In these cemps.
The cemps were in exlétence before this time but conteired both politicel
Prisoners end irmetes sentenced for ordinsry criwes. As & result of instructions
received from Moscow in the fell of 1948, all non-political prisoners were
removed from these cemps. This separatlon process was continued through 1949,
when it was completed. ‘ :

3. One of the early signs of the impending change of status of the Mordovien
cewps wes the arrivel of MGB Lt. General Sergeyenko and other MGB officers,
who took over control of the ceamps from the samookbrens , & local guerd which
seemed 4o be recruited in part, if not wholly, from the local population. With
the arrivel of the M@B, changes, all of them disedvantsgeous to the prisoners, '
‘graduelly begen to teke place. .
L, Accordirg to veteran priscners s there wes & certain degres of laxness and
informelity in the camps before 1948. The prisoners had strict work porms to
fulfill end lived in the same over-crowded dirty barracks,but they hed a
number of privileges which seemed significant in contrast to what followed.
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Before 1948, the prisoners were paid & little ©r thelr work and they had
canteens {lavochkas) where they could buy candies, cigerettes, s few newg-
papers; and cccasionally some bacon or dried fish. Priscners occasionally
were permltted to arrange concerts and other stage performances. They wore
their own clothing and,if there were any orders segregating prisoners by

sex, they were not strietly enforced. At the end of a wmonth during which

the camps overfulfilled their norms, festivitles of a sort would take place
end the prisoners would recelve an increased food ration, possibly evern with
meat. Officlals would make speeches congratulating the prisoners on thelr
work performance and songs would be sung. However, the most significant thing
about the pre-1948 camps was the Pzachyet”, a system of decreasing one's
gentence by consistently fulfilling or overfulfilling the work rorme. This
systen verled from cemp to cemp. In some, extra fcod ard pay accompanied the
deerease in sentence,while in others, only one of these benefits would be
given. These differences probably depended on whether the particular camps
earned profit through production or, when they were agricultural cemps,

ended up with food surpluses.

By 1949, all the sbove-mentioned privileges were discontinued, from the canteen
to the ”zachxet"., Prisoner mail privileges were largely withdrawn and made
subJect to overfulfillment of norms. TFencing systems were made more secure
(see sketch on pege 26) and orders, believed to have origirated in Moscow, o
c¢onstruet ™purs” %solitary cells described leter) arrived at the camp. Other
orders completely segregated the male prisoners from the femslé prisonsrs. AL
some time in 1950, prison uniforms with nuwbers on their backs and left legs
were also Introduced. Prisoners did not know the destination of the criminal
prisoners who were evacuated from the Mordovian camps.

Political prisoners arriving at the Mordovier cemps during 1949-50 were usually
old prisoners brought in from other camps east of the Urals, from camps in
areas sround Rybinsk (N 58-05, E 38-50),Tashkent (N 41-19, E 69-20), Minsk

(W 53-54, E 27-33), Leningrad, Kazen {N 55-47, E 49-08), and Kuybyshev (N 53-12,
E 50-06), and from camps located in Latvia, Lithuanis, former Poland, the Tkraine,
and other localities. Nearly all ¢f the veteran prisovers who arrived st the
Mordovian cemps Were those arrested inm the 1940's, most of them after 1945.

Newly arrested personswere also shipped to tha Mordovian camps in increased
numbers., In 1951, a group of children from 1% to 18 yeare old arrived there.

Most of them were children of Latvien, Lithusnian, end Ulrainian nationalities,

who hed been sentenced by military tribunsls to frow 10 to 25 years of work in
these ceamps. One Of these youngsters was a lM-year-old Ukrainlen boy who was
sentenced by a military tribunal to 25 years forced lahor plus 5 years loss of
rights. Most of these youn€ people were assigned to camp Nos. 7, 15, and 17,

where they worked in woodworking shops meking the "Rodins" radio cabinets.

Convoys of incoming and outgoing prisoners usuelly numbered from 100 to 200
prisoners each. In 1949 end 1950, these convoys ceme and went with regularity,
at leagt several times per week. Occasionally, in spring or sutum, convoys
numbering up to 500 prisoners would leave or arrive at the camps. These oute
golng seasonal convoys were made up of strong-bodied prisoners being shipped

to Karagends for work in ore or coal mines. Incoming convoys of this type con-
sisted of prisoners who had completed their work elsewhere or were being brought
in in large mumbers because of seascnel requirements such as harvesting or
farming.

By nationelity, Ukrainien and Lithuenien fearmers constituted the largest
gingle group of prisoners arriving at the Mordoviern rampe. WNext in nuber
were Poles and Russlans with smeller groups of Belorussiens, Latvians,
Georglens, and Germesrs. Other netlonselities encountered in the csmps in
emall numbers were: Hungarians, Rumenisns, Austrisns, Czechosloveks, Estaulans,
Chinese, Uzbeks, Turks, Iraniens, Frenchmen , Englishmen, &nd others. In late
1949 or early 1950, several small groups of Korean girls were hrought to the
campe, end,shortly thereafter, some young men, alsc of Korear nationality.

The number of Koreans, when compared to the totsl number of priscners, wes
small, but thelr arrival was noticed by all the other prisoners becsuse these
wers the first Koreans that they had seen.
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Among the prisoners at the camp were many who claimed to have been partisans.

These men were usually in their 20's or early 30's but some as old as 50 were
encountered. The older men were not active partisans who fought against the

Communists but rather supporters who acted as contacts for the fighters, and who

gave them food or lodging in their homes. Most of the partisans came from the

Ukraine, former Polish territory, or Lithuanias. There were a few partisans from Latvia.

Though they were reluctant to discuss their former activities, one could see that
these partigans were strong patriots. Partisans from Lithuanis and former Poland
explained thet frequently they had the cholce of enlisting in the Soviet Army, being
deported or arrested, or golng into the forest from where they could work against
the Communist regime. The greatest difficulties they epcourtered in the forest

were getting food during winter and escaping the suthorities. Some ssld that they
were actually relieved at being caught because they could then sleep through the
nights peacefully. The partisans also complalned that they knew too little of what
wes going on in their own countries or in the outside world when they were In hiding,
end that,therefore, they had no basis on which to formulate plars. They lived from
dey to day, not knowing what lay shead. These partissns felt they needed to belong
to an organization that wes blgger and politically bettier led than thelr own little
groups in the forest; that they needed weapons, food, and krnowledge on how to stay
alive until the time would come when they could reelly do something useful.

Ukrainian partisans spoke similarly but were more nationallstic than the others and
Pelt that their arrests were incidents that could not affeet the size or sweep of
the Ukrainien partigan movement. While the Poles and the Balts felt that their
nations could not liberaste themselves without outside help, the Ukrainiens felt
that their partisan ranks would always exist and that with or without outside help,
one day the Ukraine would be a free and unlted nation.

Altogether, about 1,000 MGB troops were used to control +the Mordovian camps. Outw
siders were rigldly forbidden %o enter the territory undesr thelr control and any
free citizens or free MGB employees living in the avea were forbidden %o leave the
area or to see outslders without MGR permission. For any unofficial contact with

the prisoners, or for any unsuthorized sbsence from thelr bverrscks, the MB men

or employees could be sentenced to prison in these camps or to death. Investlgatlons
of the camps could be carried out only through the Ministry in Moscow, and usually
in the presence of the minister and Generel Sergeyenko or his deputy.

The numher of priscners in each cemp, and the type of work in which they were
engaged between late 1948 and the spring of 1951 are shown telow:

Cemp Sex of Occupetion of Prisconers No. of

Nuawber Prisoners Prisoners
1l Female Sewing 2,000
2 Male Lumber .end clearing of land

for ferming ‘ 1,500

3 Male Carpentry 2,500
L Mele Ferming 1,000
5 Male Carpentry, brick meking 2,500
6 Temale Sewing - 1,500
7 Male Carpentry 2,000
8 Male ° Farming 1,500
9 Mele & Female  Farming and hospltel 1,000
10 Femele Farming 1,000
1l Male Centrel machine shops 2,000
12 Male Milling end farming 1,000
13 Male Ferming 1,500
1k Male Sewing 2,500
15 Male Lumbering end f erming ' 1,000
16 Male Lunbering and ferming 1,500
17 Male Lunbering end farming 1,000
18 Male Carpentry and locomotive
19 " Male Lumbering end farming 1,500

A ————GS——_

Total {approximate) 31,500
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ADIGNISTRATIVE ST

Central Offices_ and Personnel

TURE CF CAMPS

15. Prisoners of the Mordovlan Cemps believed that they were centrally adminlstered
under the direction of Lt. General Sergeyenko (fou) (see personalities or pege 21),
an MGB officer who received his orders from Moscow. Sergeyenko had two other

25X1 egenerals as asslstants. One of them was & coarse[_ |who had dark
heir and cruel eyes and face. There was a rumor among the prisoners that
he was tc replace Sergeyenko. An MGB colonel was chief of discipline at the
camps. All administrative notices or instructions pertsining to priscners
posted at camp barrack buildings and camp factories invariably bore the ioitials
or full neme of the MGB, The lowest-ranking officers encountered in the camps
were captalns, who appeared to direct the varilous offices ah the individual
camps. The MGB appeared to run all the various funetionsl offices at the
individual camps with the exception of those conzerred dirently with manufacturing.
The central administration headquarters was located in camp No. 11.

16. General Sergeyenko wore a greenish uniform with itwo red stripss dowm the sides
25X ©Of his trousers. | |nis shoulder boards[ |
|were red or gold. He always wore boots, and in winter;a

25X1 Prown fur coat {ghuba). The prevailing uniforum emong carp offlcials and

25X1  gumrds at the camps was of greenish color, usually with gcld shoulder hbosrds,
and blue visor hats with red bands. Also observed were some daxrk brows unlforas
with white or silver shoulder boards. One officlal whe wore such a uniform
wag & visiting officer who wes sald to bave been a State prosecutor. This
particuler officer had rows of smell stars on his shoulder boards.

17. Whereas the MGB admlnistered end operated the ceamps themselves, the manu=-
facturing plants at the cemps, nemely the sewlng and woedworking ewtablishe-
ments, were operated by the Minilstry of Light Industry, USBSR. Priscn laber
was supplied to themplants by the MGB cemp admivlstration. Administrative
and other free cilvillen personnel of a camp lived outride of the camp in
individusl one-story houses bullt of logs and grouped nesr the cemp. These
people also had a clubhouse and a store lcecated in thelr ares.

Individusl Camps

18. Each individual cemp was administered independertly of the cthers but wes ‘subordinate
to the centrel administration. The most important offices and officiale in
charge of the individusl cemps, from the prisoners staudpolnt weres

8. Camp Chief {Naghelnik Legpupkte) - this officer generally looked efter the
efficlent productive operation of the camp and was responsible for the
camp and what took ' place within it. He sew to 1t thst the cemp offices
performed satisfactorlly in order that the cemp might meet lts produstion
quotes, that order and discipline wag maintalned, thet raw meteriels
end other suppllies were ordered and arrived on time snd, in genersl,
that the cemp functioned smoothly.

b. Deputy Chief of Camp (Zamestitel) - in eddition to being deputy to the
cemp chief, thle officer was also in charge of the Cemp Conetruction
and Repalr Beetion (Khozyavatvenneys Chast). The function of this
section wes to melntein and erect camp buildings, meinteln end build
cemp roads, cperate cemp ferms, and procure supplies for 1te bullding
and meintensnce activities. In geveral, i1t was the éireect function of
‘this section to see to it that the cemp itself wes ir good operating
order. A Supply Office (Qidel Snebzhenive) was thought by the inmates
to be & part of the Cemp Construction and Repeir Seclion. It was concerned
with supplying the camp with food, clothing, tools, snd other supplies for
feeding, clothing, and equipping the priscners and csmp sdministrative
personnel. Also related to the Camp Construction end Repalr Section was
the Technical Section (Tgkhpicheskiyv Otdel) which operated the camp power
plent and water supply tower and maintaired and repaired camp
fectory equipment,such es, tools, machines, and vehicles.
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#s & rule, the Camp Construction and Repair Section ard all other cffices
at a camp, except those charged with diecipline and guarding of priscoers,
hal = chief who was an MGB officer while the members of his staff wha

414 the actual work were prisoéners. - Exceptiong to this rule
were found in several of the technical offices. For example, the chief
electrician of the camp power plant, various chief mechanics, some depsri-
ment heads at camp plants, and a few other craftsmen were non-prisoner
clviliens.

Camp Commandent (Komendant) - this officer hesded the camp Komendaturs .
He was not the head official of a camp but ratber the o¥ficer i6 charge
of ‘domestic camp activities. The Commandant had nothing to do with guNpd-
ing or disciplining the prisoners. He was charged, rather, with enforci
curfew hours, getting the priscrers fed and off to werk on ftime, secing
thet the cemp grounds were kept in good order, that rnotlces were posted,
that all builldings were supplied with water asnd firewood,and that the camp
rules were adhered to by all prisoners. One such rule forbid the prisorers
to start fires in barrack stovesy ancther forbid them te sleep outdoors or
to visit nelghboring barracks.

Under the Commandant were the barrack starostas (elde.rs) and the veimalniye
(attendants), who are prisoner officials appoint=d by the Commardant. The
starosts’ maintained s log of all prisomers w:der his care and kept it
rosted on the barrack wall,together with ary other rules or regulations thag
camé down from the camp administration. The log showed the true names of
the prisoners, the articles of the Penal Code urder whieh they had been
sentenced, and the length of their terms. The ‘starcets wes the intermediery
between the prisomers and the camp administration. FHe was responsible for
the dsy-to-day conditions of a barracks building sod the condupt of the
prisoners quartered there. He mustered them out Ffor roll calls, for work,
and had to account for absent prisoners. .

Vnimaln,ixe‘ ( attendants) - there were two yoimslnive in eech barrscks,
They were in constant attendsnce at the barracks, bringivg in water, fire-
wood,; starting fires s bringing in the ‘kipyetol {hot water flavored with
some grasses to represent ’cea), and pregumably watching over priscrers?
belongings. They were laughingly called the “gervants of the prisoners®.

The ' ynlmelniy ' had the adventages of having light work %e de and of teing in
& position to steal from the other prisoners. He waes able ko live bettsr on
the prisoner food norm since he dld not have to exers himself ag d1d +he
other prisoners assigned to actual labor,

Chief of Discipline (Nachalnik Rezhima) - this officer was responsible for
guarding prisoners and enforcing discipline within the corifines of & camp.
However, when prisoners left a camp, For any resson whatever, they ceme
under the jJurisdiction of enother official for purpores of guarding and

digeipline, thie officert title | |
|_—L|Chiei’ of the Guerd (Nechalnik Ckhrany), The Chief of D snipline

penelized prisoners for insubordination, operated the karteer  (solitaery
confinement cell), and maintained serurlty wilthir the cswp. He hed under
him & small mmber of guerds called nedzirsteli {supervisor of prisoners)
who were usually MGB non-commissicned officers. There were approximately
12 of these guards in each cemp. They carried cut hesd counts before work
partles left and upon their return, . after the ghernsts hed Iined up

the men for thig burpose; they made bed checks snd sesrchess periodically
inspected cemp fences and earth strips for traces of tempering, during
both daylight and night hours; guarded the kartge; 3 8ud menved the guard-
bouse et the main gate > where their main function wae to check prisoners

in and out of the camp. The ‘nadziratell’ were on duty 24 hours, teking
turns for duty during night hours. Because the vadzirateld worked within
cemp ground limits only, they were sometimes elso ealled ‘zonshehiki  {zone
guards). This term also applied to any prisoner trusties whom the aadziratell
used to perform menial tasks, .such as repairing fences, raking the

plowed strips, or asslsting them in Ilnspection work.
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g. Chief of Operations Section ( ) = this officer
wes ususlly an MGB captain who had two or more MGH officers as assistants.
The Operations Sectlon (%eratimgg Chast) hed in its pcssession invest-
1gative files on the prisoners at the camp,end i% carried out investigations
dealing with alleged sabotage, rumors and other matters. Ordinary
stesling by prisoners, machinery breakdowns,or lmperfect work was sometimes.
consldered sabotage. One of the members of an Operations Section
was 8180 the camp censor who censored 8ll outgoing letters and lncoming letters and

arcels. To procure information, the Operations Bectlon operated net-
works of informers smong prlsoners and non-prisoners within each cemp.
The prisoners assumed that all “gitarostas’, ‘vodmalnlve'. camp firemer
or sny prisoners with preferred status were MGB informers acting for the
Operations Section. The MGB informers were called seksots (sekretryy
gotrudnik-Secret Collsborator)hich wes & common term for informers,
but more commonly the prisoners refered to them as ghuketch {a person who
knocks another down) or “predazhnays skurs (betrayer Y. It was difficult
for the MGB to recruit informers among the prisorers becsuse the informers
were easily spotted when they receivedfavors for thelr cooperatlon with the
MGB. Also, the prisoners dealt hershly with sny informer ¥ound in their
midst.

h. Specisl Section (Zpetschest), also called Urghe ' - this offlce sometimes had
no personnel other then e chief. It maintainedan administrative Tile
* on each prisoner, 1.e., prisoner personnel files as distinguished from
prisoner lnvestigation files,which were malntalred bty the Operations Section.
It probably elsc maintaired persomnel reports, orders, prodiction dste,
statistics,etc. ’

i. Cplturel and Education Section (KVCh- Kulturelnc-Vospytateln gt) -
this wasthe cemp propsgenda office. It was run by a chlsf who wes the maln
propagands officer. Under the chlef at each cewp, factory, or mejor work
deteil within a camp,was & morale officer whoge functlon It westo urge the
prisoners to constantly exert themselves and thus,to "expiste™ thelr sius
to the state. This morale officer was usually a fresmen superviscr, & mech-
anic or other speéhl.‘@t vwho was assigned to a fackory group or work detall.
Ap morsle offdcer,he mede his exhortations to prisoners during thelr
bresks for rest during working hours, during meals, or a% other times when
the prisoners vere free ffom work.

J+ Medical Section (Sanits.rna% Chast) - this section hed & free clvilisn
as chief end hed on ite stefl physiclens and medleal assistsnts plcked
from among the prisoners. It wes cherged with providing first eid to
prisoners, treeting light illnesses, and locking after hyglenic conditions
in the camp. A medical commission from the MGE central admlnirtrstion for

the camps conducted general inspections end classlfied the prisoners according
to health.

k. Fire Depsrtment ( Qkhrepe) - this department was run by an M@

officer who had & crew of Tiremen consisting of priscners and free men.
The department wes equipped with a tiuck, en hydraulle pump,snd & hand
pump. Firemen mede frequent inspections of cemp buildinge and constantly
observed barrstk chimmeys for signs of smoke during unauthorized hours.
If prisoners lit a fire during such hours, the firewen immedietely put it
out. EBach barrack and factory building was required to have at hand a
barrel filled with water end some sand to put out smell blagzes.

1. Production Chief - this officlel wes found only st camps where menufacturing
establishments were located end was the menager of those egtebllshments.
Other productive activities,such es,farming, lumbering,or construction
work,were supervised snd carried out by the cemp Construction and Repair
Section. In such work, the Section sometimes had the asslstance of a
gonstruction superintendent (Prorsb), described below. Those Mordovian
camps which ware engeged in masnufecturing generslly hed cnly one industry
per camp. An exception to this wes Cemp No. 5,which was engaged in cerpertry

25X1  and brickmeking. | [both of these establishments

¢eme under the seme production chief.
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Deputy Production Chief- this officisl managed the cemp industries through

- peversl department: heads called shop chiefs or base chiefs. A woman

gometimes held down this position in the sewing establishments. In
pewlng establishments, shop chiefs were in charge of the cutting

and sewlng shops; the base chiefs were 1n charge of the raw materisl
receiving departments, the packing, shipping, end warehousing departments,
and & lsboratory for inspecting rew materlals for quelity. The base
chiefs were also responsible for the production of designs and patterns.
Bhop and base chiefs were : elther prisoners or free men.

Chief of Technicasl Control Section (OTK-Otdel Tekhnicheskogo Kontrola)
- this offlcial was charged with inspecting the menufactured products.
He was a free clvilian but hls crews who did the inspecting were either
free civilians or prisoners. Where both types of personnel were used,
prisoners did the preliminary inspecting and the free civilian made the
final one.

Construction Superintendent (Prorab) - one of these cfficials was found

in each camp. His‘primery function was to advise on and supervise con-
struction activities at a camp, to approve plans and blueprints locally
and . forward them to higher suthorities for approvel, and to oversee
the carrying put of construction ordemws from higher authorities. He
suggested progressive work methods and also scted as a cemp efficlency
expert. In actual practicg, the ceamp could not carry out any construction
activity, such as the erecting of new barracks buildings, on its own init-
iative,and the aspproval of the "prorab" was not sufficient suthority. Any
plans or proposels had to be submitted to the main cemp administrstion.
From there, the plans and proposals were probably sent on b Moscow, and
only 1f epproved, usually after much correspondence over changes and various
construction materials to be used, could the work be done.

Chief Foreman (Voluyy N&%dchik) - &g the word volpnyy (free) indicates,
the chief foreman was & free man, usually sn MGB officer. Undér the chief
foreman were foremen (nar dchiki) who were prisoners. The function of
the chief foremen was To recelve orders for work to be done from the
verious camp administrative offices and to supervise the execution of these
orders by prisoner-foremen to whom he passed on the orders. Prisoner=
foremen were presumably, and occasgionally in fect, quelified in their
varlous speclfic work.

Prisoners were organized for work in brigades end crews. The brigade

consisted of 15-20 men headed by a brigade chief {hrigadir). One or

several brigedes were sent out to fulfill e glven task. If several

brigedes were sent out to do a Job, they were headed by a crew foreman
(dggyatnik)., Technicel instructions on whet wae to be done and how were

glven to the prismers by the Job foremen (nsryadchik). Factory brigedes
consisted of as many as 75 workers,as &en assem%Iy line (W) wae worked
by & single brigede. Buch & brigade was run by & permsnent master (mester), Vv
& technicel foremsn selected from among the priscners because of his techulcal
quelifications. Except in factories, the brigede chief worked physicelly
along with the members of his brigede,in addition to maintaining & record

of tlie percentege of normefulfillment by the brigede members. For this
edditional work, the brigade chief was given en extras allotment of food.

In factories, the brigade chiefs tried to assure & supply of raw meterials,
helped out during mechinery breekdowns, brought the prisoners thelr bread
ratlon, and helped prisoners who were slow and,thus,brought down the production
rate for the entire brigade,because he could only keep his position as long

&5 his brigede met the esteblished work norms. The ' 3egvatnike, mesters,

and other crew or job foremen d.ijd. not perform physical labor,but,never-
theless, recelved extra food rations for the responsibility they carried.

Camp Security Bystem

Cemp guerds- prisoners were guerded by a detachment of guards who were housed

outside the cemp and who cerried out all their guerding functions outside
the cemp. They were commended by an MGB offlcer celled the Chief of the

Guard (Nechelpik Okhrany), who hed ebout 50 MGB guards under him. The
%ECRET
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geerdswere usually referred to as convay troops (strelki konvoya), sinre cne of
their main functions was to escort and guard prisoners to and from work, from
camp to camp, or during movements of any kind. These gusrds also manned the
guard towers and patrolled along the camp fence at night. .Like the internal
guards, the padzirateli', the convoy guards wore greenich uniforms with red
shoulder boards and blue hats with visors and red ‘headbands.  Individuslly

the convoy guards were referred to as cltizen rifleman (gr n_cstrelo ‘;
They were armed with pistols sgFenades, automatic rifles, or submachine guUns,
while the padzirsteli: and other internal camp offizials were never zrmed while
on duty inside the camps. To control prisoner movements 1n and out of csmp,
there were two guard-rooms at the camp gate. One of these gusrdrooms was inside
the camp and was manned by the padzirateld , the other wes outside the gate and
was manned by the convoy guards. When prisoners left or entered the camp for
any purpose, they were counted by both the convey guards s=nd the nedzirateli.
Then the guards receiving the priscners signed a recelpt scknowledging respon-
81bility for them. | |when either gusrdrocm Feiled

to account for all prisoners.,

25X1

20. For escorting prisoners to and from work and guarding thew at work, eonvoy
gusrde were ususlly ‘agsigned at a ratio of three or four guards per 20 prizoners,
and one dog per each unit of three or four guards. When they resched the place
of work, the guards established limits beyond which the prisomers could cot
move and indicated these limits by posting "Forbidden Zone"(Zspretuays Zops )
signs. Prisoners were +told that any one who violated these limite would e
shot on the spot, and the prisoners knew that the guards would;in feetyearry
out this threat, not because they were particularly cvuel us individusls bub
because ;in the event of an escape, the guards were held vesponszible personally
and collectively.

21. A contingent of guards dolng convoy duty was headed by a guerd 1n chuyrge called
the convoy officer (gachalnik konvoys) »Who was responeikle for the entive convoy
operation until the prisorers were returned to camp. In oxder to¢ drive home
the point that escape was futile and could only erd 1z death, the convoy officer
forewarned the prisoners in teking them over, that go much ss one step cut of
ranks would be regarded as an attempt to escape. The priscmers were warned too
that thelr obedience to all guard commends hed *o be complete and Instantanecus.
The priscners soon learned what this last caution mearnt. While they were on
the march, a command would suddenly ring out for the prisoners to fall %5 Lhe
ground, and almost immediately & machine gun or several started firing, spraying
bullets over the bodies of the prone men. At a commard, the prisoners fell where
they were, whether in mud or s pool of water, and there they remsined until +he
commend to get up was glven. This exercise and copgaequent llve machinegun = fire
ceme without forewarning., On & typicsl march to work of from 3 to 5 kilometers,
the exercise was gometimes repeated two or thres times, irrespective of the
weather. In fact, in bsd weather these prone shocting drills were likely to
occur more frequently than in good weather. The exercise was also repeated
during working hours. Convoy guards resorted to this drill even more frequently
when new prilsoners arrived in cemps, to show the new arrivsls whet "d1ecipline®
meant. Needless to say, the prisoners hugged the ground clozely. Some new
prisoners tried to show bravado by ralsing their heads prematurely but they soon
abandpred this practice after experlencing bullets flying sbout their ears. The
instinet for life among the priscners was so strong, in spite of the privations
and humilistions they experilenced,that no case was knows st the camps of &
Prisoner rising from the ground to commit suicide by exposure to the mschine gun fires

22. At least a few of the guards, as well as other officials st a comp, sympabhized
with the prisoners. An unmistakable look of sympathy could frequently be detected
in the eyes of the guards when they witnessed the arimel-like degradstior ex-
perienced by the prisoners. The prisoners readily sensed where gruffnese in sn
official was real;or simply & cover for their real feelings. Some of the officials
or guards would have 1iked to help the prisoners and tried to do so by not being
unnecessarlily harsh with them, and if they did not actuslly help the priscners in
direct ways, it wes out of sheer self-protection and rconcern for the priscners
themselves. Competition for better positions or for more food was so severe,
that a "soft" official would quickly be denounced by an informer whe wanted o
ingratiate himself, or by a subordinate who coveted the peat for himself. Thus,
an official who showed sympathy for the prisoners would only be replaced by a
new man who would be deliberately cruel » largely for self-protecticn and to
demonstrate his fitness for the Job.
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Cn the whole, the guards led a difficult life and were subject to very
gevere discipline, In bad weather the guards were turned out for duty in
ingreased numbers gand those who did not get guard duby durlng such westher
were nevertheless turnéd out for drills, exercises, or target prectice. The
guards were of mixed nationslities; many of them were Russisn but many also
were Kazakhs or other Aslen nationalities.

Prisoners belleved that the gusrds were sublect to sentenczes up to and including
the firing squad for permitting an escape,or for soy msjor fallure in exercising
discipline. Any fraternizing with the prisoners,ur ary leniency shown them

by the guards,was considered a major lapse in disciplire.

Physical Security- the camp was surrounded by a foup-meter high ferce {see sketch
on page 20 ) bullt of thick,but unevenypickets spaced ahout one thickness zway

from each other. Above the fence,but below the electric lights on the Pence
postisy were two or three strands of barbed wire stretched slong the entire length
of the fence, raising its height by approximately ore-helf meter. Alsc, there
were geveral additional strands of barbed wire siretched =long the top of the
plckets forming an apron gbout one-half meter wide or either side of the Ffense.
On both sides of the fence, there was & two-meter wide reked strip of earth

and a barbed-wire obstacle which consisted of criss-crossed wlre.ozme meter wide.
Prisoners were used to maintain the esrth strip. ‘

Outside the fence, sbout five-meters distent from the barbed wire obstacle,

wag a single strand of wire placed about two meters off the ground. Wolf hounds
were tled . to this wire. The srrangemert permitted tham to run back and Porth
along the length of the wire and jthus,patrel 30 ur more meters of fenne.

Rising above the fence there were wooden guard towers, which were maoned constently.
The towers were from fivé to six meters sbove grournd st the fioor level and

regched a8 total helght of elght tc ten meters. All csmps hed at least four

towers, one in eath corner, and the larger camps hsd five or %ixu A3z sthated

above, the towers were manned by the extermal wouvey ;ruurd« These *’m&t‘ guards
were usually armed with sutomatic riflea cslled d,,. s, ryadki (te

addition, the towe(s were
equipped with rocket guns, flareg, and searc hlfgh‘hw ywaich the gusrds rotaied
intermittertly over the camp area and surroundirgs. %he hower gusrds meintalned
contact with each other by ringing s bell which was simply a metal triangle. In
regponse to a ring from the tower nearest the gate, esch subrequent tower rang

in turn. Thls ringing could be heard st brief irtervsls toth day and night,
indicating that the guards were at thelr posts and on the alert. The tower gusrds
were changed every four hours.

HANDLING AND TREAIMENT OF PRISONERS

Mant lne

Before e new prisoner at the Mordovian camps was assigned to a cemp and permanent
work, he first had to go through a period of processing ov'quarantine” (karamtyn),
which lasted about a month. The new prisonsrs were kopd sepsrate from the old
prigoners &t this time. The processing started with & check of the subject's
ldentity, carried out by an MGB officer who had a personnel file on euch prisoner.
Senitery processing followed, during which the prisoner was buthed, hie ¢lothes
were disinfected, end all the hair wasg shaved from his body. The prisoner was
also glven & heamlth inspection, propagande talks, snd wes questioved or whet work
he could perform.

These various steps of processing were spread over a pericd of & month Swith
breeks of several days in between. During these breaks, the prisoners were teken
out dally to work on farms, excevations, road repairs, land clearing, ete. The
work was very hard, es the purpose of the work details was apperently to test

the stamine end cepsbilities of the prisomers. The prisorers were then graduslly
segregated according to thelr prospective employmert and they were given brief
training in their new Jobs, after which they were driven to ecquire the speed

to ensble them to fulfill their work norms almost instanteneously. This period
of so-c¢alled training ended the "querantine™ and the prieoms were sent to the
various cemps to undertake permenent work. |

Because of thelr various experiences with prigong snd interrogationsz, the
prisoners in ®quarsntine® were familiar with hunger. However » because they

844 not have to work while in prison or -transit ’ the meager food ratilaon went
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further than it did st the gamps. As a result, during "quarantine® hunger for
most of them became agonizfing tetture, For that reamsom, a lively barter began
to flourish between themew prisoners and the old ones axd even scme of the

free civilian camp employees, Persgnal possessiops which the rew priscpers had

‘managed to keep untll now, were treded for bread, anything else that was edible,’

and clgarettes. Some of the new prisoners still hsd ' . a palr of shoes 5

8 comt, a Bhirt, some other article of wearing apparel, or even some valusble
personual item,such as & ring, that they had somehow wansged to retsin, Driven
frantlc by hunger, they now bartered away everythivg, When there was nothing
left to berter awsy, the unfortunate sufferers somehow mszaged %o sceept hupger,
but only after deys of agony, This initiation into the deep s greving, craving
for food,brought about by the exertions of work, was alwsys a very bitter and
humiliating experience. For a coat,or other clothing thet cost infinitely
more, they were gled to accépt a kilo pr two of bresd; snd for lesser items 3
such &s a good shirt, they were glad to accept 500 grams or less of bresd.
Before the camps started to issue prison uniforms, sowe prisoners used ©o leave

quarantine™ barefoot and dressed in nothing more thsr a pair of trousers.

Priscnerg’ Food

The normel food ration per 24 hours for prisoners Pulfilling their work norms
vonsisted of the following: 650 grams of rye bread, 6 grams of sugar diluted

with water, and 150 grams of porridge, of cats bolled in water, or of potstoes,

811 of which were weighed after preparation. In additlon, he recelved soms 25X1
watery soup (balands) made with spoilt figh, porridge, or potatoes,three times

daily. In summer, prisoners receivel a so-called "Vitemin ©" goup prepared

with plg-weed, nettle, or other weeds. Very irfrequently the ration ircluded

some fish,which the camp administration bought st s reduced rate because it was

of poor quality. Meat was included in the prisoners’ ratiom only in the event

& horse was d.ispcsegl of because of a broker limk or illness.

Before end after work, the prisoners ate their soup (halapda) in & common mess
hell,which seated only 100 to 200 persons at one sitting. Since some Camps
contalned over 2,000 priscners, they had to gulp down thelr soup qui ckly to

meke room for others. The bread ration was lssued elther st the Berrécks or 25X1

8t work, ususlly by the brigade chief. Porridge was issued at the mess hall,
tut was carried by the prisoner to his berrecks if he ddd not eat it up vefors
he got there, 8ince the prisoners seldom had reseptacles for the porridge 5

it wes usually dumped into their hernds formed into a bowl.

While &t the mess hall, the prisoners ate at wooden tebles construsted of rough
beards with benches attached;which held eight to twelve men each. The
prisoners earried their wopden of aluminum spoons with them at 81l times, The
soup .ceme to them in wooden or sluminum bowls, cerefully messured out according
to the ration each men Wasi® have, The prisonmers wetched +he quentity they
recelved with Jealous fervor. If, among the bowls, there were some that con-
tained & potato that was larger than that in another, & vicious querrel sometimes
broke out aver the matter, with the strongest prisoner resr the bowl usually
getting it. Arguments beceme so heated, that, on seversl oecaslons, & prisoner
who felt himgelf wronged took bhis bowl and slemmed it dowrn on the head of the
offender. These were costly bursts of fury becasuse 1t meant thet the prigoner
would receive no food for that meal. Food was the thing always uppermost in

the prisoners' minds. During mealtime,this thirst for food came to the fore

with particular force,but never was it satisfied, Prisoners walked awey from
thelr meal , only & little less hungry than they cesme to it. In gestures of
defisnce, the prigorers sometimes chented in unison for food when it was not
readily fortheoming and at the end of their meals they often flung their empty
bowls acrpss the messhell in the direction of the kitchen. As a result, weal
time at a prison camp was an ear-splitting pandemonium of velling and sbuge
eddressed at the kitchen personnel and euthorities, and the din of crashing
bowls.

SBoviet nationsls geemed to be able to survive hunger better then others.
Prlsoners from occupied and satellite countries seemed to suffer much more , and
Germans could frequently be seen scouring the camp grounds for something edible.

Prisoners who worked in the forests were fortunate enough occaslonally to pick
up some berries, mushrooms, acorns, chestnuts, or edible roots to satisy their
hunger. Prisoners too, could volunteer for extra work in the kitchen snd as
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reward for this, they had sccess to any leavings. These volunheers

waghed floors, bowls, tebles, the huge coocking pots, and 81d mogt other kitchen
chores except the actual cogking of Food, which was done by non~prisoner civilisns
or permsnent trusties. Leavings were few because potatoes were not peeled ands
when Fish was cooked, everything went into the pot including the heads, tsils,
end viscera. Consequently, as reward for thelr additicmal work, the kitchen
volunteers had tc scrape the pots and even the bowls left by the other prisoners.
Same priscmers even resorted to drinking the water which had been used to

wash the cocking pots. In such cases, the priscnera’ faces bervane red and
bloatedand theysoor @led. Kitechen volunteers were usually Bungsrians and
Rumanians, whe were congidered by the other prisonsrs to be suffering from bunger o
mich as %0 be totally devold of self control, will power, or pride. Such
prisopers were also considered dangerous because offers cf food might have
persmded them to be one-time or permanent informers.

Prisoner Clothing

In summer, the male prisoner wore a dark grey cotton Jacked snd trousers.

Black numbers on a white background were sewed on the left leg and shoulder

of the uniform, These numbers could not be removed without mutilatlng the

uniform ss the cloth under the numbers was cut away before the mumbers were put ol
Shoes were made of either leather or rubber soles and heels with uppers of an
oilcloth-like material. The shoes were laced and uniform buttons were of wood,
though 1t is usual in Soviet prisons for shoe laces, buttons, and belts to be
taken away from prisomers to thwart any sulclde attempts. There was nc peed

to do this at the Mordovien Camps because the prisoners handled axes and other
tools which would have given themample opportunity to kill themselves,

Winter uniform of female prisoners consisted of a dark grey, blue, or black
cotton quilt Jacket (tglggrexka) and & skirt of similiar cclor. Either & cep

or scarf was lssued Por headgesr. Their shoes were simllisayr to theose isgued

+o the mer..and stockings were not issued. Women who worked in fesctorles were
issued skirts, while those who worked in forests were given trousers. Felt boots
were issued to male and female prisoners as were gloves ,31 they worked ir forests
or hed other outdoor tasks. Long jackets celled 'Lushleds were svallable ai

the cemp bufwere not issued to the prisomrs.

Women were not issued garments for intimate needs, but tried 1o improvise from
scraps of cloth they picked up in the sewing establishments. Since this was
forbidden, the authorities carried out occasional searches, At such times,the
Ploore of barracks or workshops became littered with all sorts of forhidden
urderwear as the women began discarding it in su effort to aveld being caught
red handed.

A prisoners's cloth8 : had to last him from sesson to season. Both new and
repaired uniforms were lssuved, new ones going first to the Stekbanovites who
exceeded their work norms. There was always a scramble for the better 2lethes
wher they were returned after the regular periodie disinfection, Each

prisoner Jealously protected and fought for his own ,which he usually hed marked
with his own neme or could easily recognize by the design of patches on them.
Clothes were seldom stolen outright because prisoners usually slept in them,or
on them,by spreading them out on themattresses or rolling thew into 3 pillow.
The prisoners were not likely to retain for long any tits of cloth they way have
saved for clothes repair ss these were readily stolen or eonfisceated by ceamp
authorities. Prisoners were not sllowed to possess pileces of cloth of any kind.
This wes intended to discourage steeling from camp supply depots end camp sewing
establishments, and also to prevent prisoners from stealing each other's uriferms
and then tearing them up into smell pieces for the purpose of repeiring their
own. In addition, camp asuthorities interpreted the possession of cloth by
prisoners as an intent to mutilate or change the sppearance of a uniform for
purposes of escepe.

Prisoners' clothes were quickly worn out and consequently most of them walked
arourd in 1ittle more then rags. When his clothes were so torm that they would
no longer stay on him; the prisoner etitched them wlth pisces of wire or attempted
to sew them together with a match or & sliver of wood for = needle. He obtained
the thread by pulling it ocut of his matiress bag or blanket, or out of &
healthier part of his clothes. Enterprising prisoners found sultable pieces

of wire, whilch they secretly fashioned into needles by rubbing them down to a
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point and then, with excrucilating patience, scratching through a needle hole
with & sharp plece of glass, stone, or other object. Wher desperately in need
of cloth for a patch, a prisoner would simply tear off a plece of his blanket.
In such cases, 1t was very smusing for the other prisoners to see how a blanket
of one of their colleagues would grow shorter and shorter until it looked like
1little more than a patch itselfy and then to see how the prisomer moved this
remuant of a blanket about himself in his sleep, rolling himself into a little
knot 1in a vain effort to keep warm. TIn sddition +o ¢lothing, the prisoners
recelved an issue of bedding consisting of one mattress and pillow,stuffed
with shsvingsor grass,and one blanket. Worksrs who exceeded their work norms
also recelved a bedsheet and a plllow case.

Prigorers' Quarters

Prisoners were quartered in two different types of log huts,whizh were chirked
with earth and mossa&hd’had roofs of clay tile or me“al sheets {see sketrches on

page 26 ). The older-type barracks were more crowled ard had only two stoves,
while the new type was divided into four compartments » each with a ser&rate stove
and, in addition; had an ante room, = room for belongings and stopres yand A

room for the ‘vnimalniye’ and “starosta’ . The stoves were ususlly cne and one-half
to two meters square and were buillt of clay but were sometines simply old oil

drums converted into stoves. In either case, the stoves were Fired during winter
by the "vnlpelnive" end were kept in use from sbout 0900 - 1200 hours, sad from
1500 - 1900 hours, A few of the buildings had tables. ‘

The number of prisoners per barrack bullding varied from 200 irn the new type
buts to nearly 500 in the old. Each prisoner was allcted shout two to0 three
cublc meters of space,but frequently less than that. Toe rriscrers normslly
slept on double-deck beds with only 40-50 em. between bede {see sketches on
page 216 ). The beds were easlly broken down for piece-menl Immersion into

. hot water as a sanitery measure and, as a matter of fs t; frequently fell epart

while the prisoners were sleeping in them. In such cases s> the prisoners in the
lower berths were showered with boards and bodies. Recsuse the beds rocked so
easlly they were called "korabli '{ships) by the prisorers.

' There were sbout Uil prisoners assigned to each compartnent of th.e.new type barracks

but thls number was expanded when necessary. When +this tock rlace, the spaces
between beds was utilized and prisoners were packed ir so tight that theilr
bodies resisl on those of their neighbors. Prisoners had individual grass-filled
matiresses but usuelly there was not enough room to spread them out fully. At
times, there were sc many prilsoners in the berracks that the sleeping platforms
were overcrowded and meny prisoners slept on the flcors of building attics,

The old-type barracks had four or more windows while the new types had two or
three for each compartment,But none of these windows W28 ever opened. The
glass panes were held in place by tin strips instead of putty sc some fresh
air would get into the.interior of the barracks on windy dsys. Thie was & boon
during warm weether but a torture in winter. '

Though not permitted to do so, the prisoners tried to sleep in theilr clothes
and to stack their shoes by their beds. For this reason » end because of the
infrequent bathing opportunities, the air in the buildings was oppressively
heavy. Even 1f the barrack windows were opened and there were ventilating
facilities, conditions would improve little because the double-deck sleeping
platforms constltuted such formidable barriers to any free circulation of sir.
To find relief, some prigoners tried to sleep outside in summer but they were
pramptly chesed back inside. The oppressiveness of the air in the buildings
was further complicated by the fact that' the prisoners usually had all their
earthly possessions with them in their beds or in their clothes; including their
bread rations. The result was that lice, bedbugs, and other vermin abounded.
To make matters worse, some prisoners. becsuse of sheer exhaustion, others
because of overcrowding, did not get away in time to uee the outdoor tollets.
For washing purposes the 'vnimalniy”, himself a prisoner , brought water in
from s common well. The sinks were primitive wooden troughs to which only
about 10 to 15 priscners could crowd at one time. Since the prizoners hed no
soap, they could only rinse their faces and hands. Only 20 to 20 prisorers
in a barracks were able to take advantage of these facilities, becsuse the
‘yodmalniy” rarely brought enough weter in any case.
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In summer it was not excessively hot 1o the Mordovian ASSR. so the prisoners
guffered little discomfort from the weather during that period. . In winter,
however, temperatures fe1l as low as 55 degrees 0 helow ZETD. Durirg this

cold weather the barrack stoves did 1ittle more thsx hest the lmmediate

vicinity sround them. Sleeping places by the stoves were st a premiun during
wirter and the strongest bullies usually cceupled them. Also, the prisorers
fought over the chance to put their boots nesr the stoves *o thsw them out.

The thawing process brought an overpowering stepch inside *he barracks. The
tollet procedure was also a trying chore in winter becsuse the tollets were
ocutdoors , some 100 meters from the barracks buildings. Whea the cold wes intense,
exposed parts of bodles became numb in a matier of mir o and sume Prisoners
did not have the strength for the dash to the toileth. sy effort to get some
reat snd recover their strength, eome prisorers exposed. therselves deliberstely
to the cold. However, in most cases, they d1d not have the will power to expose
themselves long enough and simply got & cold which was breated loeally,wlthout
interruption from work.

When temperetures fell below 40 degrees C below zercyonbtzide work detslls

were capcelled,but the factory details sontinue to work. Little was sccomplished
1p this weather however, becsuse lubricents crrgenled and machlaery breakdowns
frequently occurred.

Bealth and Sanitary Conditions

Twice s yesr, priscners were glven a medical examinastils
dividing them into four categoriel or & Tasis of health.
conducted in sprirng and sutumn by & speclsl mediesl oo
prom the mein MGB administration for the Mordovias Ces
Prigoners assigred to the first category were those W
health snd of strong build. They were sutcmatinally
caxps and taken to Karagande %o work in the coal i o

eategory consisted of men who were in good bealth but were of weak build,
uzderdeveloped in some way, Or becsvse of youth, not strorg enough for the

heaviest kind of leber. The third category oor sd of mer. whose health

was poor or impaired but who could still perfox = kinds of work such

as gewing or woodworking. This third category red =su =dditlonal classificetion
called the "3rd Jstegory-Individusl Cases®. It applied to prisoners who were
healthy but were amputees or had other body defects whi~h limited thelr Worke

ing ebility. All prisoners of the second snd third cetegories were kept for

work at the Mordovien camps. The fourth category conaistéd of prisoners

whoge health wae =0 poor that they could rot perform useful 1sbor. These indlvidunls
were collected from all parts of the camp pystem and were piaced 1n csmps No. T

snd No. 18,where they are given nothing more themn 200300 grews of bresd

daily and left to dle. Women of this category were taken to Ceamp No. 10,

Well knowing what their fate would be, these prisorers did not even trouble

to consume all of thelr meagre portion of bread, but bvartered off part of 1t

to other prisoners for cigarettes. Such weak priscners usually were not freed,

even though they were alive upon completion of their terma.

This exasmination wag
slor,which srrived

m at Camp No. 1l.
re hoth in geod

sved from the Mordovian
mines, The second

Priscner mortality cannot be determined with any exactness. At each camp 1n

- the system, there were three to four Patal accidente per week which the prisoners

learned sbout. Freguently,certeln prisoners simply éid not get up in the morning
elther because they were too wesk or too slck. Such priscners were removed
from the prison compound while the other prisoners were at work and nothing

further wes heard dbout them. Occasionally & prisoner died in his sleep.

There was, however, no mortelity in such large numbers as occurred, according
t0 old-time prisoners, in 1934 and egeln in 1943, when 1t seemed that up to
50 percent of the prisoners would die witbin s yeay 1f not within months.
According to these veteran prisoners, the cause for the mass deaths in the
cemps in 1943 was the wartime disorganization in the Soviet Uniom. Puring this
period, coneentration camps would not receive shipments of food or other
supplies with eny regularity at all.Another reason for the decrease 1n cemp
desaths was that there usually wes emple qualified medlcal personnel asmong

the priscners, The supply of drugs wae mesgre, bul the priscner~doctors 414
what they could with what they had. Infectiove dieesses, with the exceptlon
of lung 1llnesses, were virtually non-existent, The most prevalent lllnesses
were those involving the heart, lungs,snd throat, end disemses steming from
vitamin deficiencies (yiteminoss), loss of welght, axnd exhaustlon.
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There was only one central hospital (Tsentralnyy lazaryet) in Temnikov (N 5k.38,

E 43=13) to service all the cemps of the Mordovian camp system., All sericuely

111 prisoners were taken %o 1t as well as the bodles of decessed prisoners.
Autopsies were made of the bodies for scientifiec research. After dissectlorn,

the bodies were burdéd "' in common graves, and wooden markers besring the prisconers'
numbers were placed above them.

Once or twice a yesr, prisoners at the Mordovian esmps were Inoculated. Prisoners
were not sure whether these were tetanus shots or whether they were for typhus.
Following the inoculations, some prisorers would become feveriszh and collepsed
while on their way to work in forests or at work benches.

Drinking water for the prisoners was usually boiled. The chief of the Sanitary
Section made Tigld checks to see that this wses dome. Persomnel from +this
sectlon also made cursory inspections of camp kitcheug.  The kitchens snd mess
halls were kept clean, but potatoes were thrown initc pois viwsshed and with
dirt on themynor was other food ever washed. '

Every ten days the prisoners had their clethes disinfected sud eould also bathe

in hot water. A.single cake of poor quality soasp wes issued to each prisanery During
this sanitary processing, prisoner-bsrbers removed halr from all parts of the
prisoners' bodles with c¢clippers. Their faces were shaven with razors but this

was a very painful process because no soap wes used to soften the 10-days growth

of besrd.

Although, at one time, an order was received requiring the women to cut their
helr, the order was withdrewn after many and loud protests. Blasme for the
order was thrust on two cemp officials who were locked up in ieplation for a
few days for "eabotaging® the cemp administration.

Oceagionally, some prisoners, more often women than men, becsme lnsare. Thile
was most likely to occur to a prisoner whose term of imprisonment was coming
to an end. There was a saying smong the prisoners that "ore survives ten years
and then can't survive the final ten days®. With the ecd of bis sentence in
pight, hope began to revive in a prisomer. The longing for freedom beceme

a torture because the prisomer dId  not know if his hopes would be frustrated
vy orders from Moscow when his release was considered there for approval.
Frequently,terms were prolonged arbitrarily snd a priscner often 4id rot know
until his last day of imprisonment whether he wasto he relessed or not.

When = prisorer had completed his sentence and an extenslon to the genteuce

hed not arrived from Moscow, he was usually moved out of the cswp to the
Krasnoysrek ares priscns by the administration in chsrge of so-called "transit
prisons”, There he wes kept indefinitely. Those who lost thelr sanity were
immediately removed from the cemp, presumsbly to the hospital, and ,thereafter,
no one heard what hsppersd to them. Among prisoners who lost their minde was

e 25~year old §panlerd known as Alberto. Though he could speak no Russian,
prisoners gethered that Alverto lived in Spair until 1948, then either willingly
or by force,came to Leningref or some other port on e Sovislt ship, and wes ‘then

sent off to the Mordovisn cemps. He lost his mind because he couldn'i stend

the constant hunger, end wes teken mway to the hospital not to be heard from agein.
Prisoner Mail

In theory, prisoners were permitted to receive letters without d.isﬁnt"c.ion.
However, relatives of prisoners were not notified of a priscners' whereabouts,

‘80 only Sakhanovite prisoners who hed corresponderice privlieges were in a
poeition to supply & mailing address for the reletives %o use and wereifherefore,in
e position to recelve letters and packages. Even sc there wes no guarentee

that a letter arriving in a cemp would be deliversd toc the prisoner addressee.

If he was being punished in ‘keytser" or was in disfavor for any other reason,

. such as consistently not fulfllling his norms, he did not receive the letter.

In addition, the letter could be stopped by the camp censorship office 1f the
content wes obJectionable or if the letter contained leads sbout the prisoner,
the writer, or esnyone else in whom the MGB investigators at the cemp might
have been interested,’ Letters eent by the priscners were not enclosed in
envelopes but, as is cuetomary in the USSR, the letter liself was folded into
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a trisngular~like envelope, the top unused surface of which was used for
addressing purposes.

Prisoners with correspondence privileges could write two lztters ancually.

A sample letter, which was availlable in the commsndents office, permitted the
prisoner to say "I am alive and doing well" but little more. The maiﬂl

was strictly censored and letters could be entered into the prisoners file

es further evidence against him,which could resul®t ir an iwucrease in his
sentence or in immediate punishment for the offense. Frlsomers were also
conscious of the Tact that what they wrote could put sheir family or relakives
in difficulties with the authorities.

Correspondence privileges also allowéd the prisoner to receive packages, to
acknowledge their receipt,and to request additional packages. Stemps were put
on any recelpt posteards or letters the prisoners send out by cemp suthoritles,
as the prisoners had no momey with which tc buy stampz. When a packags arrived
at the camp, the prisoner concerned was told to come to the commandsents office
where the package was opened and examined in the prisoners presence for messsges
or other contraband., Packeges usually contaired bscon, dried frult, candy,
sugar, cereals, and some fats. They also contaluved largs quantities cf tohkacco,
clgarettes,or matches because of thelr high tarter value. All of these items
were examined minutely. Bacon and other solidswere cut up into small pieces,
gugar andcerealbwere sifted, and match boxes ard similar cbjects were Horn
apart. Prlsoners were not permltted to recelve plaving cards nor to play
cards. They could recelve paper or package acknowledgemert cards, but these
writing needs were withheld by the Commandants 0ffice, to wnleh the prisoner
hed to apply when he wanted to write & letter or send au ankuowledgement card.

Most packages ceme to the camps from parts of Foland now under the TS8R control,
from the Ukraine, Lithuenia, or Letvie,end from such saln cltles of the USSR

es Moscow and Leningrad. Very few packages ceme from other eress, particulerly
from the provineclal perts of the USSR.

Life Among Prisoners

8ince the prisoners received no tobacco from the camp authoritles, tobaceo
end cigarettes were at a great premium. ILacking other pleasures, smoking
wes one of the greatest Joye of & priscner. Ruselsn ‘makhorka”, the ouly
genuine tobacco avelleble to them, came exelusively from prisouers who

were entitled to recelve packages. Prisoners with no tobscco smoked virtually
anything. Very frequently they rolled cilgeretter out of cotton from thelxr
own clothing,or they smoked leaves, dried moss, straw, or grass. A heavy
smoker with no tobacco would sometimes roll himself & robton clgarette when
ewake during the night, end would throw e blanket over his head to hide the
fact from his colleagues. Other prisoners ressnted such smoking, firast
because burning cotton permested with perspiration gives off & Ffoul odor,

and second, because they felt that the offender was cheastlng on them by
consuming an entire cigerette by himself. As smoking wes virtuelly the
gingle dominating luxury in & prisoners life, it wae sublect to an elaborate
process of cooperative shering and was the cause of frequent angry wrengles.
This shering usually took place during the smoking rest periods (pazekurs),
during working hours. A prisoner who had cigarettes 11t one, toock & puff and
quickly pessed it on to his neighbor, who, after a gulck puff, pasped 1t on
to his neighbor. Usually the smokers formed themselves into eclrcles by
erews,and the clgerette travelled around the circle from mouth to mouth until
there was nothing left but a finger-singlrg tip., BRach prisoner in a group

of smokers sttentively watched his colleagues to prevent them from teking
unfairly long puffs. There were frequently as meny as 15 prisoners, thus,
sharing e single cigarette. To extract the lest drop of benefit from e
clgarette, smokers frequently blew their smoke into the mouth of the next man
in line, Tt was amusing end painful to see this procedure of round-robin smoking,

especially the diseppointment of those who falled to get as many puffs as others daid.

Prisoners procured matches for smoking through bartering portions of thelr bread

retions for matches with prisoners who received packsges,or with those who had access

to the kitchen or other camp esteblishments where matches were used., To eome
cneos they stole them. Matches were a great luxury and wers used very sparingly.
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Often, when matches were not availlable at &ll, prisorers obtained Pire by ig-

" aléing cotton pulled out of their cotton quilied clothing. A small quantity

or this material was rolled into a match-like tube which was rotated at
great gpeed between two stones. Anothe method was to roll the cotton back
and forth over a gtone with one's shoe until the cotton began to smoulder.
It was then easy to blow into an open flame. Some prisoners had pieces of
flint for striking fire.

Smokers obtalned paper for rolling cigarsttes from the packing cases of swupplies
that came into camp workshops. They also picked up and jealously guarded
every scrap of paper they could find snywhere, indoors or nut. Cecanionally
some priscner would get a real haul of paper by shealing “he newspaper that
was dlsplayed daily on the barracks wall. Camp lavatories were never known
t0 be equipped with toilet paper, presumably because prisoners would store
awey supplies of 1t for smoking and other uses, Frisorers were not per-
mitted to possess paper in any form,and it was confiscated if found. Camp
sauthorities assumed that possession of paper showed intert on the part of
the prisoner to communicate illegally with the outside world. In sddition,
paper seemed to be generally scarce in camps end even mazry of the officisls
maintained their records on tablets of wood on which they wrote with pencils.
After use, the tablets were shaved off with a plece of glass and re~used.

Some prisoners found mental refuge in writing at night. As this was illegal,
the prisoner had to do hls writing under a blanket tc hide this sctivity.

As in the cese of the smokers, the paper they used cams lsrgely From pecking
cases or the wall newspaper. Some of these prigorers smbarked ambiticusly,
though hoplessly, on writing books, memoirs, or pclitical treatises,etc.
Most, however, wrote nostalglc poems or simple ssresstic ditties directed at
camp officialdom, Stalin, or tmmunists and Comsurism in general. These
writing attempte were invariably short lived as the menuseripths , when found,
were always confiscated, but the writing went on. As in the caée of paper B
the prisoners were not permitted to possess pencils, especially indelible
ones, or ink. Penclls were exceédingly rare snd were very jJ=alously guarded
possessione. A favorlte hiding place for such liems as pezeclle,was in the
prisoner's’ bread ration.

A few prisoners occasionally emused themselves by manufacturing ink. It was
not very good so was seldom used for writing,but it sexrved as ink fortattooing,
which was another fevorite past-time.of some prisonsrs. The ink was like
black Indle-ink in substance snd 1t wes produced by mixirg together burut
rubber,  suger, and crumbs of bread soaked in water %o extract the starch frow
1t, Occasglonally e prisoner was fortunate enough to find = piece of rubber,
but more frequently he was llkely to cut a plece off a conveyor belt y some
other plece of cemp equipment, or off his shoes. The wttooing was accomplished
by puncturing the skin with home-made needles and then inserting the ink into
the wound. OSome prisoners, usually eriminels, hed dezens of tattoding designs
On themselves. The designs were usually of vude women, female faces, or hearts
plerced with arrows.

More enterprlsing prisoners engeged in other forms of “menufacture" or
"procurement™. Toothpaste or powder wes not issued, but some prisorers
procured thelr own by powdering pleces of charcosl ox sereplng dust off cement
obJects or mesonry. Some few prisoners occesiconally tried to shave themselves
end for this purpose used & sliver of e blade inserted into a plece of wood.
This was either & part of a genuine bdlade (Zpilatks) or & nlade manufactured
in the cemp repalr shop. Priscners were expressly fortidden to have in their
possession eny sharp obJects made of metal, but a hlede every now end then
somehow found ite wey into their midst. Mechanics and other prisoners who were
handy with tools used remnants of metals from the repeir shops to menufacture
combs and hair clips for women priscners,to prevent their hair from falling
over thelr eyes and, thus,impeding their work. In some ceses, women prisoners
were injured when thelr heir got caught in the repidly-running sewing machines
at which they worked.

EBxcept where food and thelr own little person;.tl comforte were concerned, prisoners
showed a feeling of soliderity toward each other, and 1f they could, they did
help each other out in various ways. Priscner repalr ovews were particularly
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helpful. Their work could not be regulated in norms, and factory chiefs head

to rely heavily on them to meet their own production norms. As a result,repair
crews got above-norm food rations and had some freedom of action. Partly

to protect.this privileged status and partly to help their colleagues fulfill
thelr norms, they strove to maintain sewing wachires and other equipment in
good working order. This was a very difficult task because the tempo of work,
the inexperience of the prisoners, and the severe climatic conditions in winter
caused frequent machinery breakdowns. Failure to fulfill norms because of
machinery breakdown was credited ' against the prisomers. First-aid workers
alsc strove to help their colleagues maintain their health although they

were hampered by shorbages of drugs and bandages. In winfter, oddly enough,
camps frequently ran out of firewood. At such times, in order to keep

factory quarters warm and machines from breaking down bscause of congsaled
lubrication, repair crews stole lumber and wood from barrack roofs end walls

1o keep fires going. When nothing more was available, they burned up work
benches and other furniture that could be spared for the mozent.

At work,and in their spare time, priscners tended to group together by

nationality. There was a great deal of give-and-taks, teasing and serious
political debating amomg . the various nationals represented there. When
friendships were formed, they. seemed to be tased on zx . intellectual level,

rather than on nationality. Poles at the camp wers invariably called by the
nicknames Pen or Prosze Pana (8ir or Please Sir). Russian prisoners teased them

by saying: "Well, you're getting it in the neck now too™, refering tc the fact
that Poland now too had a Communist regime. The common nickneme for the Lithusnians
was Labas Rytas {good miorning in Lithuanian). Ukrainisns were referred to,

usually by the Poles, as Ponczocha (Sock). There was s strong latent feeling

of anti-Semitism among many of the prisoners of all natioralities,and to call

a prisoner Yeyrey (Jew) was & strong form of denurcistion. Jews among the
prisoners were few and were usually left to themselves.

Prisoners of all types were invarisbly very opern and frank in expresssing
their views, although 1t was an unwritten rule not to ssk questiocns,;or for

the prieoners to talk about: themselves, thelr families, or acquaintances '
beyond that which was belleved to be already knowr by the MOB authcrities.
Except for this reservation, the prisoners felt that they had nothing to lose,
and made no secret of their own feelings and views abovt the Soviet regime or
thelr captors. Stalin was usually referred to as the 'Kremlin Krokodil™
(Kremlin Crocodile) and the MGB as "bandits". Priscners erjoyed reading

Soviet press attacks on Truman and the U.$. because it indicated to them that
the U.8. was doing something ageinst the Communists. Fopefully, they discussed
what this meant for them and what were the prospects for war. Some prisoners
who consldered themselves militery authorities ressoned that when war begins,
the U.8. must deliver a few strokes at masin Soviet centers to dierupt thelr
communications and transporteation, and must use very large numbers of parschute
troope, especlally in areas where large numbexs of prisoners are concentrated.
They felt that after a few sharp strokes "everything in the Soviet Union would
fall epart", because the power of the regime was bseed on oppression and
coercilon through hunger.

One of the favorite pastimes of the prisoners, was the making up of anti~Soviet
anecdotes. gJeveral of these anecdotes which circulated arcund the Mordovian
camps follow: :

a. During a propagenda talk exhorting workers to overteke America, a men
in the sudience felt the seat of his trousers. It was worn thin,and torn.
Reising his hand for the floor, the worker explalned that perhaps the
Soviet workers can and should catch up with the Americens. However, having
done that, they should keep smn equal pace with them. It would not do to
pass them because the view that the American would then get would be a
pretty funny one.

b. After a post-war dinner with Stalin, Truman thsnked him sclemnly for the
tea. Asked by Stalin, "™hy only for the tea", Trumen replied, "Wasn't
everything else mine?”

¢. In another popular anecdote, Soviet people are divided into those persons
who have been in prison, those who are, and those who will be.
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d. In prisoner humor, the letters NKVD stard for {¥e=znayu koeds verpus domoy)

(I don't know when I'11l be returning home)

e. A kolkhoz Jingle goes: Khorosho v kolkhoze zhit-
Qdin repotavet, pvat krichyt!
(Its good to live in a kolkhoz
One men works and five shout!)

The fact that one had to be selfish and loock after one's self in order to
survive was an accepted fact among prisoners of the Mordovian camps. There
were saylngs among them that "if one is not selfish and brazen, one is a Tool"
and "brazemness is a second lease on life". Before the criminal elements were
removed from the Mordovian camps, this characteristic was especlally predominanit
among prisoners. Certain prisoners were go brazer and bullled thelr fellow
prisoners about so much that they were known as "jackals" {(shakal). These

bullies were found mostly among the criminals snd when the latter group were
removed from the Mordovian camps, the "jackals®disappesrsd with them. Thereafter,
the stronger and more aggressive of the political prisoners asserted themselves

at the expense of thelr colleagues in ways already described but never approached
the terrorism of which the "Jjackals"™ were guilty.

The "Jackal" was a prisoner who was completely dsvoid of any principles other
than extreme selfishness. He avoided work, and lived by browbeating other
prisoners, sometimes snatching their food away from them in full view of other
prisoners. The "Jackals™ were physically stronger than other prisoners and
often went unpunished by the guards or camp suthoriti=a, ic part because the
guards feared ihem, and in part because they were valuable informers., Out of
vengeance, or to seclire an advantage, the "Jjacksls™ nsver hesitated to inform
on other prisoners, especially the political prison=rs. They took what they
wanted from other prisoners whenever they chose. Few prisoners dared to do
anything to these bulliles, especially since the camp authorities seemed to
wink at thelr conduct.

MJackals" were seldom independent but rather a category of prisoners called

“pletnoy ' (thieves), who seemed to have a sembtlance of an organization. When
severel or more ‘blatpoy’ were in a camp, the¥ banded together and had s chief.
They conjointly fefied orders to go to work, rallied to the defense of &nother
"blatnoy”, or otherwise acted in common for the benefit of their group. These
'blatnoy’ were feared by prisoners and guards alike. Some prisoners sarcastically
celled the bullies "Stalin's Fagles'h because when ordered to go to work or be
moved to a camp that displeased them, or when denied food, they would slways
put up a loud clamor about their devotion to Stalin and the good they were
doing for the regime. In some camps, where the ‘blaipny” were especielly
numerous, their chiefs actuslly had young ‘blatnoy prisorers acting es servents
end stealing food for them. These aldes were called “ghestyerki”.

: P

When the 'blatnoy" were at the Mordovian cemps, they used s Jergon of thelr
own which was understood only by them. For example, gprok (forty) mesnt to
have a smoke. If & “hlatnoy’ member ceme up to & group of prisoners who were
smoking and said "gorok", he was in effect demernding s puff, end got it. The
Bugks (sack), which wes & small pack for carrylng personsl belongings of the
prisoners, was called the "gidor" in the language of the ‘hlatngy’.

Work Norms and Prisoner Discipline

Working hours at the cemp were generally from 0700 - 1700 hours. However,

factory workers worked from 0700. = 1900 hours on the day shifé, 1930 « 0700.Lours
on the night shift,and in winter when it got dark early, prisoners working

in the forest or other outside Jobe, sometimes finished before 1700 hours. Prisoners
were given an hour off for lunch and two l5-minute breake called "perekurg"

(smoke periods) each day. The factories worked around the clock. According

to MGB regulations, prisoners had the right to one day of rest for every ten

deys of' work. However,because of failure to fulfill production schedules or

some other reason, prisoners often worked & month without a rest.

Prisoners argse a% 1700 hours,and,after aquick meal and head count, marched off

to work. Traveling to and from work was done on the prisoners’ own time. Evening
meal came ground 1900 hours, curfew at 2100 howurs. The prisoners lined up in
front of thelr barracks for any announcements and evening roll call, which was

a slmple count of heads, but whiech sometimes lasted for hours. Additional
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counts were sometimes made at any time of night,when the prisoners were roused
and made to line up for the count. Also, the padzirs tell’ made nightly bed
checks, rousing prisoners whom they detected sleeping in thelr clothes and
ordering them to get undressed.

Barracks usually were not locked except during heavy  foga, snow, or rain storms,
when 1t would be difficult for the guards to thwart an escape attempt. Prisoners
were not beaten or torturédat the Mordovian cemps., The only form of punishment
wag to loek up & prisoner in a “‘kgriser* for 3 to 15 days on reduced food ratiouns.
The kartger was usually located in a camp building called a pur® yWhich is a
gmall prison within the cemp. In .camps which did rot as yet have a "bur' the

.W’ wag sometimes located in a small guarded shack or a series of them,

too small to lie down in and not adequately protected from the weather.
The Durg’ were being built in the Mordovian camps during 1549-1951. Prisoners

‘belleved that orders for their comstruction ceme From Mogcow shd that they

were to be used to incarcerate the more important prisoners snd ring leaders
in the event mass disturbances occured in the cemps. From the outside, these

‘burs” looked like any other camp building except that they were seperated

from the rest of the camp by & simple fence of barbed wire, twc-or more-meters

high. Cn the inside, the “hur" wes subdivided into small and largs cells. It

had a triple layer log and plank floor, & triple layer wood eeiling covered
with earth, and dividing walls made of logswika smsll grated windows. A minlmum
of neils or other metel obJects 'was used in construeting the "hura" srnd these
were placed in such positions that prisoners could not get et them easlly,

Cell doors were hinged on leather straps. A4s of eerly 1951, only the small
cells which were 2 by 3 meters in size were used as solitary cells.

Hunger replaced beating end torturing as the instrument of coercicn to gath
cbedience and work from the prisoners. The prisoners wers kept perpetually
hungry and the food they received was subject to first » performance at work,
and second, behavior at camp. Whether the gverag: food noym thaet the prisoners
received was arrived at by design and sclentifiec caleultation or by eceident,
the net effect wae that the prisoners were barely alle to keep thelr strength.
Within & month or so after he arrived at & camp, & priscver became thin and
emaciated locking .regardless of how well he looked upon arrival. If for any
reason, because of 1llness or punishment, s prisoner wend without food or waw
glven & reduced ration,hdcould barely get up from his bed and had to support
himself agalnst the wall or bedetesd., Prisoners dreadsilgoing without food or
living on penal diets because they knew that onece their strength began to
fall, they conldn's hope to recover. A prisoner who was sentenced +o the maximum
penslty of 15 deys in the ‘kartser’,therefore, sould be regarded as having
received the death penalty. The combination of the smell bread ration of

300 grams daily, the exposure to the weather, and the inebllity fo rest
comfortebly, so exausted the prisoner that he could herdly stir, and work after
such en ordeal was impossible, Prisonere Jherefore,avolded doing anything thet
would take awey or reduce their food, Fallure to fulfill a work norm regulted
in e 50 percent cut in the normal food rastion (Easze.l«:) on the same day of the
fallure, irrespective of what the vercentage of fallure was., Overfulfillment
of norme were figured in 1Q's and 25's of percents,l.e., 110, 120, 125 percent
etc.,and were reflected in inereeges of 50'e of grems of elther bread or porridge.
The highest ration possible (rekg;@u payek) et the cemps wes glven for ful-
filling the norm 200 percent or higher. It consisted of 850 grams of bread,
L50 grems of porridge » and three normel portions of soup deily.

Any prisoner who wanted to inerease his Ffood norm first haed to exceed his

work norm. However, once he begen to exceed the work norm for several days,

he had to continue to do so consistently beceuse the higher norm hZecame his
reguler norm. If he falled to meet this new norm, the failure was Interpreted

&5 e deliberate refusal on the part of the prisoner to contritute his full share
of work to the State and he was charged with sabotage. To excead the norm for

& short time wes,therefore,dengerous for the individusl and, for that metter, the
group, becsuse if too many prisoners exceeded their work norms » the beeic norm

wag increesed acrcss ~ the board, without a corresponding ircrease in food rations.
Perhaps fortunately,most of the prisoners could barely fulfilll even the basic work
norms and that success was poseible only because of their fesperate drive for food.

Though hunger was clearly the basic wespon of coerclon, the camp authorities slso
used the prospect of a few privileges to induce prisoners to produce above norm.
Theee privileges were minor, but they loomed lerge in the eyes of the prisoners.
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In the non-political camps, Stakhanovite workers hsd their sentences reduced
for their efforts. However, "political” prisoners were rewarded for ahove-
norm work only by being issued new uniforme instead of repaired oneg, by being
moved to the new-type barracks, by being permitted to sttend an occaslonal
visiting movies or stage performance, or by receiving the gupreme privilege of
writing two letters ennually and receiving packages from the outside. This
last privilege was doled out rarely and the prisoner who had it had to continue
exceeding his norm at a high level in order to retain it. Camp offiecials would
not permit & prisoner to g0 unpunished if he exceeded his norm until he began
recelving packages and then glowed down his.production .rate.

Each prisoner's production record was carefully maintained. The prisoner himself
knew what he was entitled to recelve and loudly demanded his just due if he didn'
recelve it on time. Records of work performance were kept individually for

each prisoneryso prisoners could not assist each other by dividing up norms among
themselves. Nor as a rule were they willing to do so. Only rarely did cases
occur when a prisoner exceeding his norms would help a less fortunate colleague
by alterpating with him in eating each others food ration.

The prisoners detested the MGB and most of the MGB officials as symbols and
authors of their misery. However, they did not condemn the civilien camp
officials for the pressure they applied to .meke the prisoners meet norms and
keep production at & high level. Tt was understood that the "system" was the
cause of the pressure,and that the officials themselves were vietims of this
same pressure. However, the prisoners deeply resented. unnecessary cruelty and
herghness. This was usually found in officials who were outright opportunists,
in guards who browbeat the prisoners out of ignorance or out of fesr for them~
gelves, and in young Communists who took themselves and their politics so serious-
1y as to believe that "political® prisoners, as enemies of the State, were some
gort of evil breed of men that should be wrung dry of all useful work and then
left to die, Fortunately very fevofficials of this type were encountered in
the camps.

Because the Russians snd other USSR nationals were better able to survive hunger,
they did not &xert themselves as much as the prisoners fronm thé Baltie States,
former Poland,and other non~-Russisn areas. Also, the latter prisoners seemed

to be more intelligent workers than their Soviet counterparts. As a result, the
non~-3oviet prisoners, especlally the Belts, were preferred as prisoner-workers

by the camp authorities and were frequently eppointed as crew chiefs and prisoner—
foremen.

The most fortunate type of prisoner at the cemp was one who had some technical
skill. The administration officials were usually without special skills and,
thus, frequently had to rely on the Judgement of prisonerscn.gpecial problems.
Prigoners ,thus, relied upon were given posts of responsibility and received
speclal benefits. -

Prisoner Production

Prigoners at the Mordovian camps did the following types of work: sewing,woodworkiyg,
lumbering, farming, camp maintenance, peat winning,and locomotive~repalr work.

The locomotive-repair shops were in part a maintenance activity for locomotives

used around the camps but locomotives were also brought in from elsewhere for

repair on occasion. The shope consisted of a group of log barrack-like sheds,
around which were geen silx or seven small steem locomotives. There were about

elght locomotives servicing the camps and most of the freight was moved into

and out of the camps by rail. Local trucking was usually carried out by horse-
drawn wagons .as the cemps were not equipped with trucks.

Peat and wood was used exclusively to operate camp power plants and to fire the
locomotives., Pesat was gathered by prisoners in nearby marshes while the wood
was also obtalned loeally. Except where two camps were grouped together, each
camp had its own power plant: , which Wwas located in & small log building.

The sewing esteblishments were equipped with sturdy electrically-operated sew-
ing machines produced by the Podolgkiy Machinery Plant. They were commercisl-
type machines modeled after some American Sewing machine which prisoners

‘believed were produced by a [Tword missinéZf_Wilson Company. A row of eight

or more machines 1was powered by a single motor and each one was controlled by a

foot pedal. They made 50 stiches per seeond. There were approximately 300

of these machines in Camp Fo, 1, 200 in Camp No. 6, and approximstely 500 in Camp
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e aleo equipped with large cutting machines cupable
R =r%-0f cloth at once.. Up to earlw 1951, the camp
Wit short of naaéﬂ.’é@,w@m Jhug, had to be manmufactured with ernde tools and
poor metal athbe: ey Phesl .

89,  The sewing establishments produced Soviet Army uniforrs, uniforms for rail-
coad personnel, miscellaneous types of Jjackets and glcves . and especially large
quantities of cotton-quilted winter jackets (telogrezkgg)‘ Prisoners believed
that the oileloth gloves they produced, and possibly some of the other items
of’ apparel, were being shipped to China. For this reason. some prisoners who
managed to obtain some paper and dared to take the risk, wrote notes in
whatever languages they knew and inserted them into the gloves. The notes
were usually to the effect that "these gloves were made bv the blood and sweat
of slaves."

%6.  The camp woodworking shops produced miscellaneocus types oi furniture,such as,
desks, tables, beds, chairs, chests of drawers, and also buttons, chess pileces,
checkers, and dominoes. Prisoners believed that these products were intended
Tor both government and private consumption. One of the camp specialties
was the manufacture of radio cabinets for a radio set called the Rodina
{Native Land). Prisoners belleved that the completed cabinets were sent by
rail in the direction of Moscow, where chassis were added to them.

G1. Prisoners estimated that the sewing establishments at Camp No. 1 gave the
Jtate approximately 10 million rubles profit per month. They reached this
Tigure by estimating, on a basis of individual norms, that 300 machines at
camp No.l produced 12,000 jackets (telogreykas) per day or 360,000 jackets
per month. As the Jackets s0ld on the market for 80 to 100 rubles per garment, one
month's production grossed an average of 32,400,000 rubles for the government,
As prisoners believed that the normal mark-up was 33 1/3 percent, they believed
that this sum easily represented a profit of ten million rubles, even after
allowing for errors, defective garments, and spoilage.

2.  Prisorners also believed that it cost the Soviet governnent about 15~17 rubles
to maintain each prisoner daily. This figure was based on informaetion received
from various administrative officers. It coversl all costs of handling and
maintaining & prisoner, including transporting, gusrding, feeding, clothing,
housing the prisoners,etc., as well as administering - and maintaining the
camps themselves.

PERSONALITIES

e et et e et

Camp Officials

7. | the following officlals &t the Mordovisn cemps|  |were MGB
25X1 officials except the last two who were civilian technicians:

25X1 a. General Sergeyenko (fnu)|
Chief of the Mordovien camps from 1949 until last knowr. According to =
Tumor among prisoners, he was to be replaced in 1951.

25X1
b. Major Natochy (fou)| of Polish
origin. Former chieT of factory at Cemp No. 1. 1In 1950, he went t& Moscow
25X1 to work on supplying the camps with equipment and semi-raw materials.

25X1 c. Capt. Suzdaltsev (fnu)| |
Chief of the Technical Section at the Mordovian camps.

25X1 .
d. Capt. Golubov (fnu)l | |
25X1 sonsiderate to prisomers. Chief of camps Nos. 1 and 16 up to 1951.
25X1 e. Capt. Yerzin (fnu) |
romsiderate to prisoners. Deputy chief of Camp No. 1 up to 1951.
1 .
25X f. Capt. Leshchenko (fnu) |
25X1 [ |Chier—orTamp No. I In 1951,
25X1 ¢. Ceapt. Karpov (fnu) Deputy chief of Camp
25X1 No. 1 in 1951. KaFpov was formerly & colonel but was demoted |
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h. Cept. Kukrushkin (fau)] |
Chief of factory at Camp No. 1 in 1951.

1. Corporal Ilyushkin (fnu) |
| | Supervisor of prisoners (nadziratel) at Camp No. 1.

" J. Sergeant Bardzin (fnu)] |

| | Supervisor of prisoners at Camp No. 1.

k. Pisarov, Aleksandrl |
[ | Senior electrician at Camp No. 1. Free laborer.

1. Fartukhov, Aleksandr |
Senior mechanic at power plant at Camp No. 1. Free laborer.

Prisoners

Seversl priscners at the Mordovian camps were sald to be former Soviet Army
generals, one of whom was ildentified as a General Kalinin {fnu). There

were also other lower ranking Soviet officers, among them a Colonel Shtukaturov »
who was said $o have been an aid to Marshal Rokossovskiy, According to the
prison grapevine, Shyukajurovy had been a Soviet military atkache in Warsaw and
Poris and had also served on the Internasicnal Commission Investigeting Germen:
Wer Crimes, Ha'was belisved to have been recalled from Warsaw to Moscow where

he was sentenced 10 25 years in prison and five years loss of righss.
Bhtukaturov was a cultured man about 45 years old,

Among the prisoners in Camp No. 19 were two German generals, one of them &

cavalry general, and some other high ranking Germen officers. There were

8lso some Pollsh generals and other officers. Some of them had participated

in the Polish "Armjs Krajowa" partisan movement for which they were arrested and
sentenced $o be shot in 1945, Thesesentences were not carried out, however, and the
men were sent fiskead $o the Mordovian camps. One of these prisoners was & generel

in a wartime partissn organization known as "Nekonieeczniki", which operated in

the srea of Krakow, (N 50-O4, E 19-56),and enother was & Col. Kinowski from

Torun (N 53-01, E 18-37) and Iven S. Dubrov, a former Narkom and mine official
from Moscow. ' Some prisoners were from the ranks of the Warsaw Insurgensa.

Other military men at the camp included Hungerisn, Rumapian, Austrian, Lithuenisn,
Letvian, and Estonian officers. Among civilian personalities, there were

mewbers of former governments of Lithuania, Latvia, and other countries over-

run by the Communists. There were also clergymen of various natlonelities in

the camp. They included Catholic and Orthodox priests and Protestant pastors.

OTHER FRISON CAMPS

Toward the end of 1949, prisoner-specialists from various technical fields
were called before a selecting committee of the Mordovian camps. A group

of those prisoners with higher qualifications, including electricians,
mechanics, " lathe operators of. the 7th (highest) category, construction
men, and others, were sent to some camps located in the vicinity of Moscow
to do work on some military proJjects. The electrical shop there assembled
sviation radio sete and other electrical equipment for aviation.' Other shops
at this camp were likewlse engeged in military production. The prisoners
working gt this camp were also "pplitical™ prisoners who had been sentenced
under Article 58. Prisoners &t the Mordovian camps estimsted that there were
altogether 2,000 of them. They lived there under a system of discipline
similar in severity to that of the Mordovian cemps but had better accomodations
and more privileges. These prisoners slept in individusl bede, and were
issued white bed sheets and bed stands for their persorsl belongings. They
recelved extra clgarette ratlons, sugar, and butter, and were issued an un~
limited bread ration.

On the basls of the prison grapevine and calculations, made by prisoners
themgelves, 1t was estimated that as many as 20,000,000 prisoners were held
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in remps of the Soviet Union. Rumor among the prisoners also had 1t that
the worst camps in the Soviet Union,from a prisoners standpoint, and perhaps
the largest, were the Kolyma camps, where gold and other metals were dug.
Prisoners who found themselves there were not likely to return. Next to
the Kolyma .camps, some of the other camps discussed by the prisoners and
considered as belng smong the worst were:

a. Karagands cemps - polltical”prisoners were used here to mine zine, copper,
coal, snd to construct factories and other buildings. They also engeaged
in brick making and the production of cley construction materisls,such
as roof tiles. The Karaganda camps were belleved by the prisoners to be
larger than the Mordovian camp system .and were believed to contain the
younger and heelthier Mpolitical® prisoners sentenced under Article 58 of
the Penal Code.

b, Pec‘horlagéry, also known to prisoners as the Pechora-Vorkuta or Komi
tamps -~ prisoners In these camps worked in the mines and forests.

¢, Kemchatka cemps - prisoners here were used in mines.
d. -Yakutsk camps - mining and gold production.

e. Kraslegery - a system or several systems of camps in Krasnoyarskiy Krey
for forest exploitation and wood processing.

f, Sekhslin camps - work connected with petroleum.

Among the camps or camp systeme thought to be "better" places to be incarcerated
i, sre the following:

8. Caucasian cemps - ore mining.

b. Mingk camps - large camps where the prisoners were used to build tractors

and do tractor-repair work.
¢, Orsha camps - construction work and farming.
d. Donbesscamps = all types of mining work.

e. Rybinsk camps - cenal digging, construction of locks and hydroelectric
power stations on the Volga.

f. Ural camps - mining and lumbering.
g. Tashkent cemps ~ factory construction.

h. Novosibirsgk camps - a very large camp system where prisoners were used
for construction work and lumbering.

i. Omsk camps -~ factory and construction work, end lumbering.

J. Tomsk camps - factory and constructlon work, and lumbering.

k. Angera River camps.- gold mining.

1. Moscow camps - industrial work and construction.

m. Kazan cemps - industrisl work, construction, and talloring.

n. Leningrad camps - industrial work.

0. Rilge camps - construction work and tailoring.

In addition to the above camps, prisoners believed that there were camps or

camp systems in virtually every cilty in the USSR.
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PRISONER PETITION

a petiiion to the
United 8tates Government, The Instructions and suggestions came largely
from two prisgners, an unnemed Polish genersl who led & partisan group
known as the "Nakonieczniki® , and Colomel Stanislaw Kinowski , & leader of

the Polish * & KraJowa" partisans in the Torun ares, However,

the petition reflected in feeling and thought, the .
prevalled among pristners at the Mordovian camps, The petition follows: .-

Petition to the United Statés Government

From political prisoners Ingarcerated in the forced-lgbor camps
of the Mordovian ASSR.

‘MWe, political priscners 1living under duress of Soviet Persecution
and ewalting death,

e, 35,000 political victims » 88lute the United States of America
and the United Nations who are now struggling for the liberation
of the world from Communist oppression.

-MAmong us sre Great Bussians, Poles, Ukrainiens, Belorussisns, Lith-
uanlens, Latviens, Estonians » Uzbeks, Caucasians, Czechosloveks;
Hungariens, Rumanisns, Germens, Turks, Chinese, Koreans, Iranians,
Japanesge, Spaniards, Frenchmen, and” Eiglighmen, ’

'

"Among us are patrigts from every walk of life: partisans, Army snd
Navy officers, leaders of nationsl minorities, diplomats, doectors >
rrofessors, lawyers, artists, writers, musicians, students, peasants,
vorkers.

e are giving you our ardent wishes for victory in your fight
ageinst Communism.

"We ask “you to remember Us.
"We want to tell you that we are ready, at any moment, at any

signal, to rise against our oppressors, and, with your help >
to Jjoin the ranks of those who fight for liberty".

25X1 |_—h_|.29m1. The term "Mordovian camps" refers to the location of
the camps and does not imply any sdministrative connection beiwee

25X1

25X1

the camps and the Mordovian ASSR authorities. | |
the camps are administered by. and responsible %o Moscow.

[ lcommeny. mhis projection is based on the World Aeronautical Chart

o
No. 166. However, the camps =2nd other fixed points such ag foot paths,
were sketched from memory and thus are approximate locations,
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Fencing System at Mordovian Cemps
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38. MGB barracks
39. New barrack for
M3B troops
40. 8chool mnd clup

41. Komendatura of Camp 7

42-43. Guardrooms of
Gamp 7,

44, Guardroom of Camp 3

45. Building for qis-

infecting clothes
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