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The Bulgarian Merchanh Flest

It 42 very difficult to join the Bulgarian Merchsnt Marine., First preference is
given t0 men who have served in the Bulgarian Navy. The reoommendation given %o
the candidate by the government or Party authorities carries much weight. These
measures sre taken to assure the mesurity of all members of the Merchant Marine.

The pay of men in the Msrchant Marine varies from LS50 to 1,000 leva a month. Only
ship saptains receive 1,000 leva a month. Eesh ssilor must aseign part of his base
pay to his family, When on voyages outside Bulgarian territorial waters, each sea-
nan regularly receives 12 leva a dsy for food and an extra 5 to 10 leva per day,
whisch is peid in the currenvy of the forélgn sountry in which the ship is decked.

The Bulgerian merchant flest has the following shipss BULGARIA (about 7,500 tons),
RODINA (about 5,000 Eﬁ'i% NIKOLA VAPTSAROV (about 3,500 tons), KHRISTO SMIRNENSKI
(sbout 3,200 tons), DIMITUR KONDOV (about 750 tons), BLAGOY XASABOV (about 750
tons), PURVI MAY (about.300 tons), DOBRVDZEA (250 tona), KA (200 tons), TALTAEA
(200 tons), and EMONA (200 tons). The first nine of these are freighters and the
last two are pazsenger carriers only.

The freighters make voyages to the Soviet Union, Albania, Turkey, Greecse, Italy,
Ierael (Haifs), Malta, Egypt (Alexandrias), and French Morosco. 5n occasions, one
of"the larger ships ﬁ'.ll sall at Western Burcpean, Scandansavian, or British ports.
Most of the voysges are made betwsen Bulgarian ports and the port of Odessa in the
USSR. Exports to the Soviet Unlon include mostly minerals, grain, fruit, and temate
ssuce. Factory machinery is imported from the UBSR.

Ships sailing from Bulgarie to Klbania ocarry trmaalﬂ.ﬁed cargoes of greins, pi
irén, light machinery, snd Czech trucks. Often the ships carry machinery direc
from the Boviet Unionm to Albania. On their rétum trips from Albania, Bulgarian
ships carry asphelt and ocpper cre. Sometimes this cargo is carried directly from
Albania to the USSR.
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Shipment of Soviet War Materiel to Bulgaria

Bulgarian merchant seamen believe that much war materiel is being sent from the
Soviet Union to Bulgaria, but state that none is carried on Théir ferchsnt ships.
Instead; the materiel is transported on Soviet and Bulgarian Navy vessels which
are equippsd for this purpose.

Small Soviet Navy vessels often visit the bases at Varna and Burgas. Bulgarian
Navy ships also visit Soviet naval bases, particularly Sevastopol. Specialized
pergonnel of the Bulgarian Navy are sent to the USSR for special training in Kaval
warfare. :

Bulgarian Coastal Fortifications

The Black Sea coast of Bulgaria is well fortified. From the port of Varma in
the direction of Monastero (sic, probably Monastir Sveti Konstantin do. the morth
¢f Varps), the coast is very highj sinte-it is impossible to land in this ares;
no fortifications have been built,

The coastline fram Varna south to the Kamchiya River is low and many fortifications
have been constructed in this area. Along this stretch of ceast; coastal artillery
emplacements of reinforced concrete have been built.

The military base at Varna has been fortified and the canal leading from Varna

to Lake Dewnya has been widened, It is now navigable for steamships of small
tonnaga.
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