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Although the imformation in this report iy old, it is beiny dlsseminmted
at this tiwe for vhatever currenmt ugsfulness it mey have,

l. Two impertant construction projects heve heenm undertaken im Topolovgred im recemt
yeard., One of these iz the hospitel bullding west of the town, not yet completed.
It will be three stories high and 13 relatively large for the tovn, The other is
& reading center which has been constructed in the center of %town, It has two mlls,
cne which 13 used a3 & cirems, and one for reading and lectures,

2. Topolovgred looks like a large village, and ia called a town only beceuse it im sm
OGkoliys center, It is generelly Beatern in apirit, dut the Yemtory tobecor wers-
house, the 2-atory palsce of Justice, the I.rdgo. ard ths church give the townm 8
Buropesn flavor as these Wwildings are milt in the Roropean style, There i only
one avenue ln the town, It runs from esst to vest and cuts the town in kelf. Along
the averme the dwellings snd other tuildings sdjoin each other; however, all dwellw
ings elamevhere in the town are l- or 2-story buildings which are set in wmell gor-
dens, The Natiomel Banmk, the People's Benk, two hotels, the large hoves, and the
naw stores and ccopsretives are locsted on the min wvemue whils the governmany
offices and other dwellings are on side atreete, Ninely percent of the dwellings
are aingle~family dsteched houses,

3+ - The city has no important landmarks, m
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Population and Religsion

The population of Topolovgrad is 10,000, There are no large minorities, About
200 people in the town are Roman Catholics; the remainder are Bulgarian Orthodox,
&t vpresent 308 of the people go to church, and almost all of these are women,

There are two Bulgarian Orthodox Churches in Topolovgrad, The Romsn Catholics
have a very small end humble place of worship consisting of two small rooms,

Transportation

There are no rail connections for Topoloverad and the town does not have an aire-
port. There are buses, trucks, and horse-carts available for transportation, The 25X1
bus lines, which use old buses imported from Germeny and Americe before World War

Two, connect with Elkhovo, Yambol, Stara ZagoraAgandARrarmanlii.

= 25X1
Town Governmént

A1l the offices necessary for the administration of the okoliye exist in the town,
The central municipsl building, known as the Manicipal Office, is in the exact cen-
ter of town, It has no branches elsewhere in town as all the needs of the town's
inhsbitants are attended to there. The merriege and identity bureaus and the retion-
ing office are in the municipality building. The finence office is separate,

The military service and mobilization offices are in Yambol, preparatory matters being
handled in the town, There is no State Hospital but one is under construction at
present,

The State Security offices are located in the building occupied by the Justice
Office,

There are no local Militis Headquarters or buildings, There is no prison., The
Militia (sic) has & detention building, but more permanent prisoners are gent to
Sliven, The town possesses en okoliys court,

The Topoloverad Communist Party

The Topoloverad Communist Party Headquarters are located in the newly=-constructed
reading building,

Hotels

There are two hotels in Topolovgrad, the Trakya and the Merkez (Central), both on
the main thoroughfere, Both have been confiscated by the State from their previous
owners and have two stories, The hotels heve restaurants on their first floors
and rooms on the second, The number of rooms is probably between 10 and 15, The
rate for one night is 140 old lLeva, Relatively important individuals from the
neighboring villages and towns stey at these hotels, The ordinary peasants go to

‘inns where thelr carts and animels can also be sheltered,

Health

There is no hospital in Topolovgrad but one is being built, There is an okoliya
doctor, The general health situation is bed, and the magon is the lack of food,
In recent years the bresad has been of very poor gquality, due to the quality of
the flour, and as a result, stomach disorders, especially among children, have
multiplied, The ftuberculosis rate ig higher than in years past,

The graveyerds are outside of the town end to the east,
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