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SAFETY AND PROTECTION OF LABOR IN CHINA

= SNRCTION OF LABOR IN CHINA
Lao-tung pao-hy Kung-tso Wang Ching
(Labor Safety and Protection Work)

Shanghui, 1951

[Commenn: The followin,r rerort stowing the nusber of injurieg
and deaths resulting fronq indussrial accidents in Shangh: 1 and Nan-
kKing lactories during LY95G-1951 was ta'en from Chapter 111 of the
hoox, Lao-tun; Pao-hy Kung-tso}

The retention of the indir‘erent sttitude of the olg soclety toward the
Gxcessive hazardg of laborers ie very serious. Shortly after liberation,
sections of plents and mine, regarded lator cafety seriously; however, many
plants still continue to disresard thig problem and serioug conditions gtill
exist. Aceording to incorplete statistics on May-October 1950, industrial
casualties in Chipg cnused 30 deaths ang 2o injured; in the East China Admin-
istrative Areg Trom June 1930 to February LJ51, casunlties numbered 5,057,

From September 1854 to July Li51, there war. 52l industrig] accidents in 3¢
rroduction, plagts in henggiag resulting in . injured und 3% deud.

Accordina to data fyon rilway sources, there ware Lo1,502 days of sick
and accident lenve (or 5.2 percent os the total working days) granted to
worrers during July, August, and Sertember 1950 in the railvays under the
contrel of the four ratlway bureaus or the Northeast area (excluding the Ch'an-
ch'un Ruilway), and in Tientsin, T'ui-yuan, and Shanghai.

These casvaltieg are shoeixing! Qur uewspayers regularly uncevered and
criticizeq industrial ang wining injuries ang fatalities, +o arouse publice
interest. Viricus cages are cited oelow to iilustrate safety conditions in
industry,

On 21 April 1451
Dye Factory becauge :

# nitration boiler exploded in the Shanghai Toa-chung
sement had disvezarded the zafety of its employees.
Ten vorkers, includi Te iciung Fang T'unig-ven ang Chang Tsal-t'ui, ang
Workers Tu-ch'in and Hin Ch'ancech'uag were ziiled;  in addition rive men
vere injured. The nitration plans, furnace Tooms, experimental rlant, car-
bentry shop, ung alr chamvars were destreyed. The explosion cost more than
700 million Juan and destroyed .p arer of hud souare aet:rs.  Incorract
- techniques was one of the cuuses of the explozion. 1In the ranufacturing of
pleric acid, an incorrest retio of mitery w23 used while the temperature
G2Uge was inaccurnte. - &orecult the plerie acid congealed into blocks and
could not be removed. The antiynategd ; ardous methods of using rod-irons to
renove the xeid preduced riztion mnd resulteg in @ pewerful explosion. I fter
the 2xplosion, the mans enent and the men responsible Tor the explesion were
bunished.

On 21 July L¥51, in the Chinn Sili 2any's cecond filature
plunt at Hai-ninn, Cherians, a woman worxer died from working in a temperature
of 1K0 degrees Fahrenheit, Hizh workshop temperatures and the managementts
indifferences toward woriting conditions and the life end safety of the workers
were responsible for this death. Trade-union cadres who were not concerned
with the suffering ang feelings of the WOTEErs must also be held responsible.
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Tsingtao, Yen-t'ai, Tientsin, Knlgzan, and other places have hag recurring
cases of poisoning umong the-yorkers transporting poisoncus products. Tsingtao
has the largest number of cases. Yen-t'ai has the second largest number and
there have occurred eight consecutive cases of mass poisoning. A total of 870
workers were roisoned, and two died. What caused this type of accident? Ppri-
marily, the fact that during the time the trading agencies were transporting
Poisonous products they did not provide some means o1 protecting the workers.
Some d1d not even inform the vorkers that the products were poisimous. For
example, the cadres of the Nan ting branch of the Ch'ang-tien warehouse under
the Shantung Office of East China Industrial Department labveled only some of
the products poisenous. Because the workers did net have antidotes, some of
then were roisoned. Following this incident, the .adres not only showed no
sympathy to the workers, but even went so far as to ridicule them.

Occupational diseases in many plants are algo very serious. TFor example,
during June 1951 1in the HNanking Hsin-ning Brick and Tile Factory, 382 workers,
Or more than 50 percent of the empvloyees suflered frog stomach aches, colds,
anemia, and other illnesses.

The hygienic conditions of the workers' dormitories, dining halls, baths,
and lavatories need attention and improvement. The workers in the Shanghai
T'ien-kung Chemlcal Plant breathe sulfuric aeld fumes 24 hours a day because
their dormitories are adjacent tc the plant. The Shanghai Hua-te Steel Re-
fining Plant has seven men and 80 women using a single lavatory. One plant
owner unreasonably refuses to improve the hygiene conditions 1in the plant,
saying: "Bacteria do not have an agreement with men; who can guarantee anyone
against illness?"

Working long shifts ang excessive overtime also damage the workers' health
and strength. The workers of Shanghai Ya-11 Metal Plant work 16 hours regularly,
and have no vacation. The Shanghai Municipal Printing Plant regularly increased
the shifts and the overtime in order to complete its production quota; once
increasing the shifts throughout the night und workers stayed on their Jobs
for 50 hours.

Generally speaiking, working conditicng are more serious in the small-
privately operated enterprises than in the prublicly operated enterprises. ss-r/\1-




