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EXPANSION OF USSR RETAIL TRADE;
CRITICISM OF TRADE ORGANIZATION AGTIVITIES
MARCH - AUGUST 1953

[’fhe following report represents a compilation by republics ‘
of articles concerning retuil trade in consumer goods in the ; '
USSR as they appeared in the Soviet press over the period March-

August 1953.

While reporting large inere: zes in USSR retail trade and
further expansion of trade enteryrises » newspepers continued to
criticize the trade organizations for poor service, inadequate
selection of goods, and fraudulent trontment of customers.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appe nded sources_._7

. According to Izvestiya, there were more than 254,000 enterprices in the '
USSR retail trade network at the beginning of 1953.(1) Soviet consumer cooper-

atives in 1952 constructed more than 5,000 stores and shops, and more then

1,300 public eating enterprises, with an expenditure of 800 million rutles N

according to Pravda. The planned expenditure for the construction of truding :

enterprises in 1953 was one billion rubles.(2) Moskovskaya Pravde renorted in . .
August that consumer cooperatives in 1953 were putting into operation 140

nev warehouses and 300 new stores for the sale of construction meterials » Since

they: planned to sell four times more comstruction materials than in 1052.(3)

'According to the Fifth Five-Year Plen, the 1955 production of consumer
goods is to be 65 percent over that of 1950, Trud reported. The light and
food industries have received their assignments to incresse the production
of textiles, styled footwear, sewn articles, ard various food products. Dur-
ing the period April - December 1953, the trade networ): wos +o receive 32
billion rubles’ worth of goods more then the 312 billion initially alloted |
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for sale to the people.(h) Moskovski Komsom.lets stressed
the next 2 to 3 years cf increasing the supply of fTood
such as meat 2nd peat products, fish and fish
textiies, clothing, footwear, aishw
stated that thig tas

. in production were a

the urgent task ip
and industricl commodities
products, confectionery goods,

are, and cultural and household goods. It

k could be fulfilied only if the greatest pogsible increases
chieved by light Industry and agriculture.(5)

RSFSR, General
—r, reneral

During the first 6 wonths of 1953, the Hinistry of Trade RSFSR put into
operation 2h6 large food ang industrial gools stores on the ground floors of
new residential buildings, Izvestixg reported on b July. Other stores vere
being prepared for operation on the zound floors of 2ko additional buildings.
In many RSFSR cities epecialized ctoresz were 2180 being opened. TIn all, more

than 1,500 such stores Wwere to be in operation by the end of 1953.(6)

In certain oblasts ang cit

ies of the RSFSR, exclusive of
Leningrad, the following infornm

loscow and
ation on the retail trade netw

ork uas reported,

2ravds stated on 25 March that 48 foca ané industrial geods stores had
been opened in Stalingrad since tha begimaing of the year. The comuodity
turnover of the Stalingred tra

ade network heg increzced 25 perceat over 1950,
One department store was selling 500,000 rubles' worth of goods deily.(7) 1In
Gor'kiy, more than 5 million rubles were to be spent for the construction of
nev stores and dining rooms lﬁhring 19537, a July issue of Pravda indicated.

By the end of 195 » it was proposed to put into operation 2% pew stores and
dining erterprises.(8) - Trud reported in July that the trade network in Molotov
City was expanded each month. In the first 6 months of 1953, the sale of
industrial and food ‘commodities

amounted to 160 million rubles more than
during the same period in 1952.(9)

In cities and villages of Arkhangel 'skaya Oblast, the demand for indus-
trial goods increases constantly, according to Pravda., In the first quarter
1953, 2 million rubles® worth of goods more were 501d than in the same period
in 1952,  During 1952, the oblast consumers union opened 62 new rural stores.(10)

In August, Moskovske Pravda repor.ed on the expanding turnover of goods
in state and rural cooperative stores and sh

ops in the city of Mytishchi
[Moskovskaya Oblast/. In the first half of 1933, the commodity turnover in .
the Mytishehi trading center increased 13 million rubles in comparision with W
the same period in 1952. The demand for literature has incressed greatly;
in. the first half of 1953, the Mytishchi Department of the Moscow Book Trading
Center sold 950,000 rubles' worth of books. The number of radio receiving sets
sold in Mytishchinskiy Rayon increased by 5,488 sets, and the number of tele- X
vis;&n se;s by 2,570, in comparison with 1952 Zﬁfesumably over the first half
year/. (ll E

In 1953, enterprises of local industry and industrial cooperatives of
the RSFSR vere to produce more than 25 billion rubles' worth of various com-
modities for trading organizations, according to a May issue of Izvestizg.
The paper:cited, as products of RSFSR local and cooperative industry, home
refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, floor-polishing machines, fluorescegt lamps,
plastic products, end new equipment Tor +heir own enterprises, However, it

made the following criticisms: The potential for increasing consumer goods
production is poorly utilized, and the production plans remein unfulfilled

in Krasnodarskiy and Primorskiy krays. As e pesult of a study of reserves in
RSFSR local and cooperative industry, additional goals for 1953 were set
before the enterprises for the production of more than 2.8 billion ruhles®
worth of consumer goods , including

approximately 450 million rubles' worth
of commodities frow*local raw materisls,
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Jiile industry ang Anduwote LD seaorelivas ol mob satisfying the needs
of ioliihozes and eovkhozes for construction raterials, since plants still use
primitive methods without mechanizaticon., The production of furniture must be
increased, and  i{tsg quality improved. In 1955, Ifurniture production is to
increase threefold in comparison with 1950,

The sawme zrticle reported that it had been decided to combine industrial
cooperatives, timber cooperatives, and invalids cooperatives into one system
of industrial cooperatives, in order %o tring about a more efficient utilization
of industrial tyuipment and loecal raw nateriais, resulting in an increased out-
put of tonsumer goods and In a reduetion of costs.(12)

Press reports on rural and kolkhoz trade indicated an increased interest

by the rural population in cultural goods and in high-quality clothing, fabric,
and foéotwear.

An erticle in Pravda reported consideraple trade expansion in Primorsk.,
Kray, where cooperative stores of distant villages are selling a wide assort-
ment of high-grade fabrics, footwear, electrical appliances, and carpets. The
population purchased 500,000 rubles! vworth of commodities dwring the first
6 months of 1953.(13) In over 5 months of 1553, kolkhozes in Primorskiy Kray
purchased sbout 8,000 radlo loud-speakers and more than 200 trucks; they also
purchased more than twice as much dishware as during the szme pericd of 1952,
Sovetskaya . Litva indicated. (1k)

In Kurgan, Timochev, Korenov, and other points in Krasnodarskiy Kray in n
the Kuban region, construction was started on special stores for the sale of
silk fabrics, clothing, and footwear, according to Vechernyaya Moskva-of 3
March 1953, Duriag 1952, 120 new stores wore put into operation in villages
of this kray. During the 1953 summer season, 35C mobile stores were scheduled
to operate.(15)

Along with press Teporis on progress wmadc in ‘he retail trade network,
other articles reportied sbortcomings with regard to zoods shortages, nisranage-
nwent, and poor dispositivi of tradin, enleririses.

In angust 1953, Fravaa reported that stores of the Juznetsk Dazin uere
deficiont in furniture, dishes, househcld articles, erd children's toys, al-
though they were well supplicd with febrics, re.dy-te-veur clothing, anad
culbural zoods. ILoenl and cooperative industry in the Kuznetsk region was {
criticized for turning out insufficient furniture of poor quality at high
prices. A poorly made birch ctair of a Kemerovo furniture plant cost 10
rubles more than a fine chair imported from Maykop [Frosnodarskiy Kray7.(16)

Izvestiya reported in August that 200 populated polnts in Novosibirskaya
Oblast had no trading enterprises amd that people had to trcvel 10 10 15 kilo-
meters to get supplies.(17) Criticism of consumers' cooperatives of Irkutskaya
Oblast appeared in a May issue of Izvestiya, vhich pointed out that the com-
modity turnover plan was not fulfilled, expenditures vwere great, and orgon-
ization of the trade network was poor. The oblast consumers union was crit-
icized for laxness in administration. Locally produced gocds made up only
7.8 percent of the turnover ot consumer cooperatives in Irkutskaya Oblast.
Carts, shaf't bows, harnesses, and other articles necessary to the population
soretimes had to be imported {rom points thousands of kilometers awvay.(18)

Moscow
Vechernyaya Moskva, on 29 August, announced the proposed 1 Novewber open-

ing of the new state department store (gosudarstvennyy universal'nyy magezin)
in Moscow, to be the largest trading enterprise in the country, with a {rading
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area of‘h7,000'square meters.
18,000 square meters.) The fol

(The Central Univermag in Moscou occupies only ;
lowing arrangement of departnents was planned: *,
first floor -- fabrice, perfumes, musical instruments, housewvares, photographin
equipment, radios, stationery, and sports goods; second floor -- ready~-to-vear
¢lothing, undeérvear, footwear, millinery, knitwear, and children's clothing;
third floor -- a large shop for made~to-order dresses, wmillinery, and footwear,
as well as a dining room, dis

pensary, clubroom for 640 spectators, a gymnasium
for sales personnel, and the administrative offices.

Salons for the sale of women's 511k dresses, furs, styled footwear, and '
antiques were also plenned for this store, the same source indicated. Self-
gervice in piece goods was to be provided, as well as sutomatic machines dis-
pensing watches, envelopes, and writing paper. It was also planned to organize

a service bureau to deliver purchases and to install radios, television sets,
and refrigerators.(19)

There is a continuing emp-.sis on speclalizetion in the trade network, and

the number of gpecialired stores 1is increasing significantly, accordiny to

Pravda Ukrainy. About 207 large specialized stores vere-in operation in various '
rayons of Moscow in April 1953.(20) During 1953, it was planned to put into

operation 70 stores and 17 dining establishments in nevwly constructed build-
ings in Moscow.{21)

.. In July 1953, "Mosmoloko, "

8 new speclalized organization for the sale
of milk and dairy products

! was reported operating in Moscow. There will be
Ol stores in the system of this new treding organization. It was pianned to
put into operation ten nev dairy stores in the second half of 1953 and the’

first half of 1954 :(22) o

In ansver to the increased demand for fruits and vegetables, Vechern
Moskva reported, a large new speclalized store for the sale of fruits and
vegetables was ecstablished in Moscow in June. Tt is supplieq by food enter-
prises in Moldavia, the Crimea, Central Asia, and Belorussia.(23) In this
connection, the press has given increased attention to the procurement and
sale-of fruits end vegetables, pointing out deficiencies in supply and trad-
ing organizations, both in Moscow and Leningrad.(2k,25)

" Vechernyaya Moskva reported thnat 21 "ZIM" automopiles were so0ld to Moscow
workers by the specialized store of the MHoscov Glavmashsbyt {Main Administra-~
tion of 3ales Ministry oi Mechine-Building Industry) during 2 weeks ir July 1953.
It mentioned the growing demand for other zutomobhiles also, During the same
period, the store sold 395 "Doteda" and 300 "Mosivich" cars.(26)

With regard to specialized stores, Sovetskaya Belorus
new demonstration store had been established in
tus and wachines used for high-speed cutting
oxygen. This is the only trading enterpr
mechanisms can be observed in operation.
delivered hundreds of machinas and
Tbilisi, to Donbe

siva stuted that a
Moscow for the sale of appara-
and welding with the aid of

isc in the country where various

At the beginning of 1953, this store
apparatus to builders in Kiev, Baku, and

£5 mirers, end to Ural metallurgsists . (27)

During the first half o May, a store of GLluvmashprivorsbyt (Mein ..dmin-
istration for the Sale of Machines and Instruments) sold 21,190 manuzal and
treadle sewing machines, and 5,100 clocks and watches of various types, it
was reported in Vechernyaye Moskva.(28)

Shortcomings in trade vere discussed asg follows
the Moscow City Soviet of Workers' De
over-all increases in production, i
good-quality furniture, footwear, at

at the third session of
pities, as reported by IzvestiYE: Despite
is not easy for the censumer to f£ind
tractive suits, coats, and any kind of

O
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hovsehold cquiptent. local and ceogcrutive Industry dees nob Give sulficient
attention to the manufacture of children's clothing a8 footwear. In 1952,
enterprises of lncal und cooperative industry choge 172 samples <raowm the
exhibit of the chamior of commerce, in order to put then into mass production,
but only 52 of these vere used.(29)

In nddition, an article by the director of the Moscow Central Department
8tore which appeared in Vechernyayan Moskva in May 1953, 2lso indicated that
induatrial enterprises were not producing the netessary quality and quantity
of goods. Furniture {actories were not manufacturing screens, chaise lounges,
bookcases, stands for clothes, kitchen shelves, and pilano stools, all of which
vere in demand.(30) ’

Lening;a&

According to Leningrddskaya Pravda, more than 85 stores, dining rooms,
and tea houses werc opened in 1952 in Leningradskaye Oblast.(31) 1In May,
Sovetskaya Belorussiya reported that seme B,000 trading enterprises were in
operation in rayon centers and villages of this oblast. Also, about koo -
specialized stores were reported to Le operating, and in 1953, 12 more special-
ized stores were to bhe opened for the sale of ready-to-wear clothing, foot-
weer, furniture, books, ang musical instruments.(32) '

According to Leningradskaya Pravda, the special store of Glavavtotral-
torosbyt (Main Adminictration for the Sale of Automobiles and Tractors) in
1952 501 nearly 1,300 "Pobeda" and "Hoskvich" automobiles. During the first
quarter 19535, almost twice as many Auvtomobiles were sold 2§ in the same period
in 1952.

The same source sinzled out the HLP department store in Leningrad as
exemplary in its quality of consuner 5o0ds:  good furniture is s0ld at this
department store, as well =g dishware, beautiful febricz, fine footwear,
and quality seun goods, The dailv turnover gt this store in April 1953 was
over 1% million rubles. During 1552, the reople of Leningrad purchased 55
million rubles' worth of Gocds more thnn in 1951 .t this store.(33)

In March, at anp exhibition of Styled opring and swamer 50cde at the
Leningrad House ot Culture, cver 5,900 samples were exhibited, including
many nev types of china, musical instruments, haberdashery, fabricz, and
new styles in clothing, Leninsredskava Provd reported. Although the arti-
cle praised -Leningrad euterprises for a fire éxhibition, it pointed.out
that there was much »oom for improvemeny, rince the potentinl Jor incressed
production and higa quality had noi been realized because of peor managenent ., (34)
An August issue of the paper listed other shorteomings in Leningrad trade as
poor assortment, poor analysis of consumer demand, unskilled personnel, and
dishonesty among workers, The paper asserted Yhot the consumer wants, and
is pot gettling, high~quality seods. %o insufflicient SUPEly ol footuyeur was
particularly eophasized,(35)

=

Belorussian SSR
St asdan uosit

Sovetskuye Eeloru::iya, i Avgust 1953, reverted that wmore shan 9,700
rayon & rurcl stores vwere ir operation in +he Belorussian £3R. Turing 1953,
127 additional stores veze scheduled to be put into eperation.  Coumodity
assortment for the rural populntion wag inereasing. In las3 Zpresunebly the
first half year7, the delivery of woel=n fabric to rayon and rural stores
increased 30 percent, and hat of seun £00ds, 30.8 percent, over 1952, Tn
1953, rayon and rural stores of the republic were to be supplied with 1,000

- radio receiving sets, 31,000 bicycles, 12,h00 £miing machines, ang 900 motore
cycles.(36)
-5 -
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According to Pravda Vostoka, 15 larae well-equipped stores were opened in
Minsk during the £ivst 5 wonthe of 1953.(37) In Mey, Sovetskeyn Belorussiya
reported an expansion of trade in Baranovichslbaya 0blast, Lew stores were in
operation in Baranovichi, and a network of public &ining enterprises was being
developed in'the cliy of Slonim. During 1952, eight trading enterprises were
put into operation in Novogrudek. It was planned to increase the number of
specialized stores for the sale of knitwear, rabrics, ready-to-wear clothing,
footwear, and household articles in the oblast.(38)

During 6 months of 1953, the Pol-~tsk City rood and industrial goods trad-
ing center sold f'ood and industrial goods valued at 4.5 million rubles more
than the amount solq during the same period in 1952, according o Sovetskaya
Belorussiya. The sale of sugar and vegetable oil doubled in comparison with
the same period in 1952, and the sale of macaronl preducts, metal dichware,
end cultural goods increased threefold. Howéver, the city party committee
criticized the Ministry of Trade Belorussian SSR for oroviding Polotsk trading

organizations with inferior haberdashery, construction materials, and cultural
goods . (39)

With respect to shortcomings in Belqrussian trade, a July issue of the
Same paper criticized the lnck of coordination between the Mogilev Bread
Combine and Mugilev trading cnterprises' It charged that the bread coudine
was not fulfilling its assortment plan, and that +he distribution and svpply
network was pocrly orgenized. ‘The sales organization of bread products in
Molodechnenskaya Oblagt wag algo termed unsatisfactory.(40)

Prud critieized the fact that trading organizations had no plan for pack-
aging and weighing gocds, as follows: Since goofis are neither veighed nor
packaged beforehand in worehouses, much time is consumed in the stores in
these operations. The Borisovskiy Macaroni Factory has been urged to put out
packaged goods, but wacaroni and vermicelll continue to arrive at trading
outlets in large crates. The "Zarya" Plant supplies yeest and salt in kilo-
gram packages. There are agreements between the Ministry of Light and Food
Industry and the Ministry of Trade Belorussian SSR, concerning the supply of

confectionery poods In packages, but the norms specified in the agreemense ore
clearly insutficient.(k1)

Ukrainian SSR

According to Pravda Uireiny, the production program in the Urraine for
the first half of 1953 was Tulfilled 101 percent. Tens of millions of rubles’
worth of goods were produced alhove plen. The ocutput of consumer goods was
increased considerably. In enterprises of local and cooperative industry alone,
twice as many goods were ranufactured in 1952 as in 1950.(k2)

With'repard to cooperative trade in rural arees, Pravda Ukrainy in April
1953 reported that Ukrainian consumer cooperatives in 1952 sola BTH willion
rubles' worth of industrial and food products more than in 1951 (at com-
parable prices). In 1353 /January - April/, the retail network of consumer
cooperatives was increased by 812 trading enterprises. Before the end of 1933,
63 rayon stores were to be constructed, as well as L50 rural stores (sel'magi)
30 cultural goods stores, and 25 stores for the sale of housewares. 1In 15
rayon centers, specialized foctyear stores were to he put ‘fnto operation, and
¢lothing stores were to be established in 28 rayon centers.(l3) In addition,
8 June issue of Pravdn indicated the increased sale of such materials as cement,,
nails, glass, roofing paper, and zlate ip Jirainian consumer cooperatives. (4h)

J)
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Tae following laforpation on trag
of the Ukraine wag Svported by the pr tet
1952, abous 800 nev stores ang 126 public ¢ining enterprises vere out into oper-
ation in cities and workerg' cettlements of ot nskaya Oblest; in April 1953,
337 trading locations were under constructica, 58 ol them in the city of Stalino,
Pravda Ulrainy reporied . (15) Accordinz to Fravia, 227 large specinldned stores
Wers put into operation during 1252 in Stalinskava Otlast.(47) Izvestiye stated
on'2 June thet commodity turnover during tiw preceding 2 years in the city of
ftalino had incressed by more than 100 nillion runles., 1In 1851-1y52 alone,
the city trade netwvork increased by b5y stores, stalls, pavilions, and public’
dining.enterprises.(h6)

~on in certain cities and oblustg
en dareh and. August S, In

Kelkhozes of Stalinskava Ohlegs have censlderably expanded their trade
in agricultural preducts in Stalino merikets, Pravie Ukrainy reported in bay.
Since the beginning or 1953, ks kolkhozes hkag 2stublisked permanent trade in city
markets, and adoinistrations had concluded 135 contracts with lelkhozes concern-
ing the delivery of products Lo city and iclthoz markets. In warkets of the
city 126 stores and stalie werce being assizned Tor kolkhos trade, (47)

In Kiev, lG,kpecialized stores were put into operation at the beginning
of 1953, according to Sovetskaya Pelorussiva. 71t was planned to double in
8ize the Kiev Department Store, which 1s one of the largest in the country.
This store, vhich has 79 sections, sells rugs Trom Central Asia, styled foot-
wear fron Moscow, Leningred, and Xiev faztories, fur from Holdavie, and luce
from Vologda. 1In April end Fay, 33 perceny uore wos! - felric and 70 percent
more silk ere sold at this riore than qurs fune 2 woaths in 1052, (L8)

-e the

According to Leninskoye Znemya of a3 Mey 1953, 20 Trading enterprises hod
heen opened 1p rayon centers and villages of L'vovskayz Oblast since the
beginning of 1953, and 40 stores vere under construction. In all, 1,330
stores, shops, and stalls verve ip operation in this oblast,(hg) ;

Pravda Ukrainy in June pointed out the growiny ccmmodity furnover in
Nikolayevskaya Oblest, During the first S months of 1953, the populztion of
this oblast bought 27 percent more wezt than duvring the some period in 1952,
as well as 20 percent wore fat, 21 percent more dairy products, 1l percent
more. sugar, and 45 percent more wine. In 5 months of 1953, 85 percent more
silk Tabrics were sold than in the same pveriod of 1052, a5 well as 50 percent
more hosiery, 9h percent more bicycles, wnd three times ags meny pianos. (50)

In the city of 2oltava [Foltavsiaym Ovlast/, Pravds Ixainy in July
reported six stores in operu?ion, including an "UlrTeketit’ svecialized N
store for the sale o textiles. large perfumery, taterdashery, industrisl
goods, and bread stores were to be established in 1953 in buildings which
were under construction in July.(51) Turlmenskove Telxa in August reported
the completion of the 20%h rural store iy Kirovogradskaya Oblast. Before
the end of '1953, it was planned to complete construction of stores in 50
villages and rayon centers of the oblast,(52)

In Drogobych, a new textile store ung in operation in Mareh 1953; and new
dining rooms, tearoons, and stores selling food, industrial goods, apd cul-
tural goods vere teing put into operation in othier cities ang villages of
thé_Trunscnrputhian Tregion, according to Pravde.(7) in August, Izvestiya
reported that the rural trade network of Zakarpatskaya Oblast was expanding
considerably. Five million rubles had teen 8llocated by the oblast consumers
union for the construction of new stores in villeges.(53)

-7 -
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With regard to shortcomings in the trade networl:, examples of wismanage-
nent and careless planning were cited in several issues of Pravds Ulzainy.
The Stalino base of Glavshveytorg (Mein Administration of Sewing Industry
Trade) in June 1953 sent to Gorlovia 400,000 rudbles’ worth of winter ciothes,
and only 20,000 rubles’ worth of summe: clothing.(54) The opening of novw
stores on first floors of newly constructed buildings was extremely delayed,
another issue of Pravda Ulrainy indicoted. The practice of above-plan remodel-
ing was sharply criticized, -since it required a dispersal of ndditional expendi-
tures. These expenditures were perticularly great in Xharkov, it was reported,
where 993,500 rubles were spent on remodeling, and 91,100 rubles on exressive
planning in the construction of 16 stores on Lhe first floors of new houses.(55)

In Lpril, Pravda Ukrainy reported a deficiendy in the production of
-nlocaltqoqstructionwmaterials,vparticularly,ygiﬁk-and tile, which are in great
--demand in cornection with large-scald Gonr“ructlion throughout the country.

The Ministry of Locel Industry and the indu: tricl cooperatives were blamed
Tor this deficiency.(43) :

1}

Pravda Ulrainy in another April article severely criticized Uixrainian

trading organizations for not reducing distriovution expenditures, since if

- these expenditures were zut by only one percent of the total turnover, the
national economy would have an additionel income of ! billion rubles o year,
In 1952, locel treding organizations of the Ukrairizn 5S8R spen® 15.5 rillion
Tubles for the payment of bank credits. This huge expenditure wes the result
of an accumulation of above-norm commodity stecks, which in turn resulted
from an unsatisfactory an2lysis of consumer demend and incorrect planning of
commodity funds. The erticle pointed out that trading orgenizations heve the
potentiel to lower their distribution expenditures. In fuct, 52 Ukrainian
trading orgarizations decreased their distribution expenditures below the
plan, but many others continue %o operate from year to yeer at a loss. Glavtorg
(Main Adwinistration of Trade) Ukrainian SSR, wes sharply criticized for not
populerizing the practical experience of more efficient organizations.(56)

Moldavien SSR

Sovetskey= Moldaviya in March 1953 estimated that 2,555 stores, booths,
and stealls were i oreration in rural communities of the Moldavian 3SR, as
well as 656 public dining enterprises. The rural -stoves alone numbered 230;
in 2947 there vere cnly Th of these. In 1953, it was planned to put 77
specialized stores in operation in ine villages. Rural consumer cooperatives
were scheduled to sell 1,350,000,000 rubles’' worth of goods to kolkhozes and
kolkhoz farmers in 1953.

During 1953, rural cooperatives sold 3,4C0 phonogruphs, 27,300 phonozraph
records, 4,200 radio recelving sets, 3,680 bicycles eng wotorcycles, 3,500
sewing machines, and 5,000 pocket and wrist vatches . (57)

Another issue of Sovetskayn Moldaviya pointed out that hundreds of stores
sell footwear in the Moldavian SSR, including 26 specialized stores. In th=
first half of 1953, trading orzanizations received 12.5 million pairs of
footwear from Leningrad, Moscow, Kiev, Rostov, and from loczl factories. Foot-
wear enterprises in Moldavia in 1953 were manufacburing almost 3 million pairs
of footwear, 700,000 more than they produced in 1952.(58)

According to a March 1953 issue of Pravda, the number of stores in Holdavia
increased wore than 50 percent during the precsding 2 Years, and the number of
dining enterprises increased 150 percent. New large food stores had necently
been set up in Kishinev, Bendery, and other Moldavian tities, and refrigeration
had been installed in 7OC stores and dining establishments. In 1952, the sale
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of silk-fabric increased 34.5 percent
percent; . furniture, 36
percent:(7)

presumanly over 195;7; Tootwear, 59
pereent; watehes, 150 percent; and bicycles, 200

Sovetskays Moldaviya in August reported a significant expansion of the
trading network, but made the folloving criticisms: The network is stild
swall.and uneble to satisfy the growing demands of the people. New stores
and stalls are often put into operation vithout an organized plan. 1In
addition, although there are uany stores in lerfgé population centers, fev are
found in outlying areas. Frequently such items as cheep cigorettes, candy and

other confectionery goode are not aveilable in rurel stores. Wool and.silk

ar are delivered to these stores irregularly, and
although freqr-ntly there are

nalyzing popular demand. Sonsumer demand and
suggestion books are seldom found in siores. ieny irade werksres acll only

the goods vhich are sent to them, and do uot take into account that they should
influence the production of goods which are in grectest demand, TFurther, the
lack of proper coordination between the Moldavian Ministry of Trade and the

Moldavian Gonsumers Union makes it impossible to organize a correct distribution
of goods, .

The supply of fruit, vegetables, and potatgoes to t
is poor. 1In many cities there are pra
pite the great demand for vegetables, the divector of the city foed trading

center in Kishinev-did not accept a large quantity of cabbages ard cucumbers

which vere:delivered by kolkhczes to one of the city food stores. )

ne city population
ctically no vegetables for sale. Des-

Stores and stalls ip wmany villeges and cities are located in unsanitary

and unattractiveubuildings. Sales personnel open and close stores.at random,
and treat customers rudely.(59)

Latvian SSR

In the Latvien 2SR, 220 stores and stalls, and 78 dining roons, tearooms,
and lunch' ecounters vere put into operation from Maych to August 1953, accord-
ing to Sovetslaya Zstoniya of 30 Avgust. Dvring 1953, wmore.than 20 special-
ized stores hed. been cstablished in Riga, Dougavpils, Liyepaya, Yelgava, and
other cities. BRetueen 1950 and 1953, the numcer oy cold-storage units in

stores and dining roome of the republic increased 559 percent. By December
1953, tens of new stores were to be established,(60)

A March issue of Pravig reported the establishment of "Lotodezhda® and

"Latobuv'," two specializeq enterprises for irade in clothing and footwerr,
respectively.(7)

A lsrge delicatessen store is one of any new stores recently put into
operation in the city of Daugavpils, Sovetskaya Latviva reported in June.
Discussing the conetant exvansion of -the trading network, the paper stated
that ten new trading points had been established by the city trading srgen-
ization; the ORS (Workers' Supply Divisions) of rail transport, of the butter
industry trust, and of other organizations. In comparison with June 1952,
the network of stores ang booths in Daugavpils and its suburbs had increased
by kl.trading points in June 1953, and the commodity turnover had risen more
than 10. percent.(61) During March and April 1953, & number of specialized
stores were put into operation in Yekabpils for the sale of jewelry, mil-
linery, footwear,.household and building materials, and silk fabrics,
Sovetskaye ‘Latviye reported in May.(62)
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Criticism appeared in Sovetskayn latviya in June and August concerning
goods shortages, lack of assortment, and poor distribnution of goods, as well
&3, bagd nanagement by the Ministry of frude Latvian SSR. In June, the paper
mentioned shortages in footwear in Riga stores. Latvian footwear factorics
were producing only bleck leather'shoes, clthough consumers demand g variety.
There ‘was an insufficient quantity of men's and children's tennis shirts, and
of" light-colored 8ilk fabric. Some industrial artels ang combines continued
to put out inferior products, such as very ordinary woolen dresses, and knitted
blouses: of faded colors.

" ‘Further, the sawe article states that a number of products which could
be'successfully'manufactured by cooperative and loeal industry were not pro-
duced in the republic, but were procured from Moscow, Leningred, and cities
of the Urals. Tt charged that the production of ordinery furniture was not
well organized, a2lthough Latvion furniture workers are famous, and that it
was difficult -t0 Find wicker furniture, kitchen tables, and cabinets.(63)

C b, - PE .

e

During the first half of 1953, goods valued at 50 million rubles less
than -planned were received by trading enterprises from Latvian factories. and
plents; Sovetskaya Latvi reported in August., In addition, 6 millicn rubles'
wonth of various articles were rejected by trading bases and stores andereturned
to suppliers. The demand for school children's clothing, footwear, textbooks,
and writing meterials was not setisfied.(6h)

h eriticism of the same type appreared in Sovetskaya Jatviyz on 15 August,
which reported that. the Riga Main Department Store, larpest store in the
Latvian SSR, was having censiderable difriculty in satisfying the needs of
workers for better-quality footvear and clothes because of lack of cooperation
from industry.(65)

Further-shortcomings in Latvian industry and production were pointed out
in.a Sovetskaya-Latviya article of 12 August, vhich described errors in the
production process. As of 1. April 1953, enterpricses of the Ministyry of
Light and Food Industry and the Ministry of Local and Fuel Industry had on
hand almost 38 million rubles ' vorth of above-plen material stocks. The
indebtedness of a number of industrial enterpriscs was large. Enterprises of
the light apd food industry, timber ang paper industry, local and fuel indus-
try, and construction materialr industry were reported to be 35 uillion rubles
in debt: (66) ' : o

Lithuenian SSR

A Mey 1953 issue of Sovetska Litva reported that new siores were being
set up, and existing stores Yepaired and enlarged, in Vil'nyus. After comple-
tion of cépital repairs, a specislized siore for the sale of dairy products and
8 new. cafe were. put in operation. The following stores were to be established:
stores of Glavbumsbyt (Mein Adwinistration for the Sale of Products of Paper
Industry'Enterprises), two bread stores, one haberdashery and perfume store,
two-industrinl'commodity stores, and a new toed store crerating during lunch
and evening hours. A confectionery 50Uy was being enlarged. 1In 2ll, over
L5 large trading enterprises wvere to he remodeled in the city of Viil'nyus in.
1953.(67) In addition, Pravda in June reported that a large specialized- furni.
ture store, 8 specialized food store, @nd some pheruacies would' he put fate |
operation during 1953 on the ground floors oi newly constructed buildings .(58)

Sovetskaya Litva in March 1953 reported the expunzion of specialized trade
in the city-of Klaypedz, where specielized storos were established for the sale

of footwear, silk fabrics, and ready~to~wear clothing. Ten specialized stores
were 5°h?§“1¢dlt° be put into operation for the sale of confectionery goods,
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"inc,'tobacco, preserves, linen, periume, wtenzils, .nd construction whieriaip.
In the aren of a cellulose and piper combine, u Lirge pavilion wus being con-
structed Tor the .sele of foodstufls. 4he recoustruction and enlargerieat of o
department store was scheduled to be started slhorily.(69)
__On 10 April, Sovetskeya Litva stated Yhet 59 rwal stores were put into
operation in Klaypedsieya O0last in 1552, In rayon centers and rural cormun-
ities lifesumably thoughout Lithuania/, 6k new trading enterprises were to be
put into operation before the end of 1£53. It wus plenned to organize 22
specialired stores.(70)

In the preceding 3 vears, wwore thon 1
- Btores, ‘where established in the Lithuania
10 July.(71) With regard to ccnsurer
in operation as of 1) July 1953 for: th
and construction materials, according

SHC0 kreling points) includiny 700
1 881, ‘Hovetskaya Litva reported op
sooperctives, 0 stores and stalle were
esale of food and manufactured goods

to another article in Soveishaya Litva.(72)

Reports of serious shortcomings in Lithuanian trading organizstions continued
to appear in the press. Sovetskays Litva chargea in Jure 1953 that consumer
demand was not being analyzed, ond the needs of the people vere not satisfied.
An example cited was the ifficulty of £inding stationery in stores ‘and shops
of Kalvariyskiy Rayon, although trace bases hed large quentities of this come-
nodity. Also, despite a large supply of cotton knitweer at the Vil'nyus

- departnent store base, such goods were greatily needed by rural trading orgen-
lzations.(73) -+

Other irregularities reported in a July issue,

wer that the "Yel'nyms" Qoubine was anufacturins
dals for men, but very unsetisfa

with regard to footwear,
ettractive and Gurzble san-

ctory children's footwear and attrective but
poorly wade footwear for women. In the second quarter 1953, one department
store found 685 pairs of very low-grade shoes out of 3,981 pairs, and returned

98 pairs to the wanufacturing enterprises. Qther shortcomings revorted by this

source included old-fashioned siyles and lack of regurd for seszo.nl Qensad, (Th)

Zgtonian S5R
afzonian LoR

In April 1953, there were nearly 477 stores Wperating in Tnllin, inclnding
154 specialized. stores according to Sovetskaya Bstorize., In 1952, Ok stores :
vere put into operation in the Estonian 582.775) !

Pravda reported on 17 August thet 1% new stores had been nut inte operation

in Ta1lin in 1953, and that mnany of the old stores had been expanded end recon- |
structed. By the end of 1953, six more stores were to be established, =nd 211 ‘

Grocery stores trading in perishable goods were to be equipped with refrigera-
tion installations.(76)

On 17 June, Sovetskayn Estoniya indicated that 12 million rubles' worth i '
more gotds hed been sold in stores of the Tallin food trading organization since
the beginning of 1953 than in the sere period ‘in 1952.(77)

Trade statistics, as indicated in Soveta:
turnover. of Ryapinaskiy Rayon for the first &
rubles. A total of 2,811,000 rutles' worth of
'in"the second guarter 1953 in Ryapinaskiy Rayon.® Trade in industrisl gocds |
expanded considerably. In the Secoud quarter 1353, 5,793,000 rubles' worth of
manufactured’'goods were sold; this included 391,300 rubles' viorth of woolen
and ‘semi-woolen fabrics, 169,000 rubles® worth of silk Tabrics, 118,000 rubtles'

worth of-leather footweer, &nd 109,000 rvbles' worth of dicycles and motor-
cycles. (78) i

:2ya Estoniya, placed the comuwd:isy ‘
wonths oi 1953 at 10,914,000 '
foodstufls was sold to consuners
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Lagording to ap Sorid tees
in Tellinskays Cblagt Here not
put. An Industrial combi g,
only 34.9-percent of itz plan. incther combing in 1952 hed o loss of 10,000 !
rubles instead of a Planned profit of 44,000 rubles. The blame for these )
deficiencies was placed on ths érecutive committees of the rayon sovicls ang

the rayon financial division.

a2 convines
gools out- - i
, TE911ed !

T34
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The same source indicated shertcomings 1n ihe work of supply ani pro-
curement. The Main Administration of Supply and Sates, biinistry of Locul
el Industry Ectenian S8R, wac supplying industrisl

irregular basis, thus sontribvting to an increase
Workers. of thig adninigtration forced the com-
antities. of materiel s oclks . - For example, they
ne in November 1952 to buy & tons of oleic acid,
this product.was only 1.6 tons.(79)

A July issve of Sovetskaya Estoni
rubles' worth of manufactur
to trade organizations by e

combines with materisls on an
in above-norm accumuletions.

whg;ea§}thﬁwyeaply,demhnd for

indicated that wore than 1% willion

ed goods Tor the seasonal trade was not delivered
nterprises of the Ministry of Local Industry and
Shale and :Chemical Industry Estonian SSR and by the Estonian Council of+ -
Industrial Cooperatives during the first half of 19053, Trede organizations
failed o receive from these supply networks 593,000 rubles* worth of rubberized
silk raincoats, 370,000 rubles: worth of women's dresses, 193,000 rubles'

worth of men's sandals, and 131,000 rubles' worth of children's sandels.(80)

A1so with respect to problems of supply, enother July issue of Sovet-
skaya Estoni ry of Trade Estonien SSR and the .
Hinistry of Agriculture and Procurement E an S8R had not organized oro- I
per coordination between kelkhozes and trading organizetions in the cupply !
and distribution op vegetables and potatoes. The Estonian Republic Union of
Consumer Cooperatives in July had not begun to fulfil) its 1953 plaa for.
potatﬂ,supply,.and the supply plan for early vege*ibles was fulfill=qd by only

N percent.(31) .

According to an August article in Sovetskaya Ectoniya, stores in Tallin
had been importing large quantities of commodities {rom Moscow, Leningrad,
and Riga. . During the thirg quarter 1953"/§ic7, the Estonian SSh receivea 10
million rubles' worth of cotton fabrics from factories of Ivanovo, Leningrad,

and the Latvian SSR. TIn 8ll, about 25 willion rubles' worth of cotton fabrics
alone vere ixvorted -from other republics.(92)

Karelo-Finnish SSR

Moe thae 2,000 stores and stalls were in overation in the Karelo-Finnish
S8R in August 2953, and their numhber was continually increasing, according to
Leninskoye Znamya of 30 fugust. 1In 1953 alone, the network of stores had been
increased by B3 units.(83) 1n Petrozavedsk, capital clty of the Farelo-
Finnish SSR, k71 trading enterprises werc in operation nccording to another
August issue of Leninskoye Znam «(84) In rural communities of the republic,
T30 stores and stalls, and 95 dining rooms, shops,

and cafes were reported._
-«perating in April by Leninskoye Znamys .(85) :

However, there were nu

merous shortcomings and defTiciencies in the Rarelo-
Finnish production system,

acccrding to another article in Leninskoye Znamva .
The Minister of Trade Karelo-Finnish SSR was strongly criticized for not exert-
ing proper control over =nterprises of local industry and industrial coopera-

tlves. Production of consumer goods from local raw materials was not organized
in the republic. Even the simplest wooden articles, such as ax handles, cooper's
implements, toys, and wicker baskets were being purchased from Moskovskaya,
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Vologodskaya, and Kirovskaya oblasts, although according to the article it
would be possible to manuvfacture these articles withir the Karelo-Finnish
fepublic.(86) .

Y Although the Karelo-Finnish SSR 1s rich in forests, Petrozavodsk manu-~
factures little furniture, Izvestiya pointed out in May.(87) Tvo furniture
factories were scheduled for construction in Petrozavodsk, but over a 2-year
beariod no funds had been allotted for this purpose, it was indicated in Lenin-
ghgye Znamxa. The paper added that furniture is imported from digtant points
in insufficient quantity.(8h)

PR
T

Armenian SSR

In the first 6 months of 1953, 20 large stores were established in Yerevan,
Sovetskaya Kirgizi steted in July. In eities end villages of Armenia 250
spzcinlized industrial ang food'stores, and over 3,400 public dining enterprises

were in operation in July 1953.(88)

" According to a May article in Kommunist, 36 new stores and public dining
enterprises were opened during 1052 - 1953 in Stalinskiy Rayon. The total num- '
ber of stores and public dining enterprises in this reyon was reported to be
over 360. Kommunist, in the same article, reported that a permanent commission
of deputies had been appointed at the second Session of the Stalinskiy Rayon
Soviet of Yerevan, for the purpose of organizing work in trading locations and
improving the supply system. After 1nvcstigating operations in trade networks,
the deputies recommended measures for trade improvemant, particularly in worker's
settlements, and more centralized control over trading locations. . Deputier
reported that consumer demand was not being anulyzed, the minimum assortment of
goods was not provided, and complaints of consumers were carelessly treated.(89)

Other issues of Kommunist from April through August sharply criticized
the Armenian trade system for serious deficiencies. As a result of poor analy-
515 of consumer demand and exrors in delivery and distribution of goods In the
republic, the Ministry of Trade, the Armenian Council of Industrial Cooperatives,
and "Aykoop" (Armenian Consumer Cooperatives) regularly feiled to fulfill their
comuedity turnover plans, Kommunist indicated in April. 1In the Pirst quarter
: 1953, not one of the principal trading organizations nor the ministry us a whole
B fu}filled the turnover plan.. & large number of complaints were received from
consumers abont low-quality goods and poor assortment. The quality of sewn
L goods, shoes,ord ftwic produced by Armenian enterprises was reporied to ha Tar
K from satistucvory. In rural stores of outlying reyons, great deficiencies in
. cultural goods, furniture, and building materials vere reported.(90)

In another article, Kommunist reported that consumer cooperstives and
three consumers societies In Aparanskiy Rayon feiled to fulfill the retail .om-
. modity turnover plans for both the first quarter and the first half of 1953,

and suffered losses. As a result, unsold commedities accum:lated in many vil-
lages and stores. The paper charged that managers of consumers unions were not
coping with violations of trade regulations, that the indebtedness of certain
societies was very great, that many stores wore locuted on unsuitable rremises,
and that industrial and food commodities were cerelessly stored.(91)

Serious defects in the orgenization of summer trade were peinted out in
June by Kommunist. State and cocperative stores hed very few fresh greens,
early vegetables, fruit, and eggs for sale, and industrial goods stores had
a small assortment of summer clothing and fabrics. Yerevan and Leninakan sew-
ing factories of the Hinistry of Light and Food Industry vere criticized for
completing only 27.3 percent of the second-quarter plan for 1953. Footwear
factories of the iinistry of Light and Food Industry fniled to deliver more
thap 1t million rubles' worth of various footweaxn{9:)
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In fugust, Kommunist ngain reported deficiencies and serious shortcomings. !
It described the situation as follows:

i
The Ministry of Trade, the Armenian Trading Organization, ang "sykoop"

Tail to study consumer demands. TFor this reason there cre deficlencies in the
distribution of goods. Villages are not promptly supplied with the .n0ds they
need, although there is & sufficient quantity of everrd:y coods at warchouses
&nd bases. (Consumers frequently are not able to find *he most ordinary com-
modities. For example, consumers in one village vere not able to Tind rock salt,
vegetable ‘oils, macaronl, children's footwear, cotton fabric, and threud, although
these goods were stocked by werehouses, During the Tirst 10 days of August, the
Armenian Trading Organization in the Sevan scttlement had only U6 of 84 {tems
vwhich were listed in their cntalog. Customers complained that cotton and wool

fabrics, towels, women's dresses, haberdashery, and dishware have not been avail-
ab;e‘for a 1ong timef i

-

- In alwost all stores of even the most rem
for stylishy furniture, good-qulity clothing a
ment of cultural goods, Hovever, trading orga
into account, and try to sell
stored in warehouses. Neglige

ote villages there is o depand
nd footwear, and a varied assort-
nization personnel fail to take this

Azerbaydzhan SSR
e

Stores of the URS (Workers !
rubles' worth. of industrial goods
(94) In the first heir of 1953,
trade sold 15 percent more commodities than during the first half of 1952, ‘In
1953, ' the retail commodity turnover of the petroleum industry ORS increased 27
percent .over 1952 /For the first half year7. The ORS of the Baku Petroleum
Plant imeni-Stalin opened 12 stores and sﬁbps, repaired 5k stores angd dining
rooms and 49 lunchrooms ang tents, end installed three new refrigerators.(95)

Supply Administra‘tions'}'in 1952 5014 1,09 ,000,000
and foodstuffs, accor

ding to Bekinskiy Rabochiy.
a Trud article indicated, state und cooperative

> Bixteen stores for the sale of industrial an
operatior on first floors of remodeled stores in
stores in Molotovskiy, Duvanninskiy,
ing to Bakinskiy Rabochiy
stores was; valued,at o
tiopal industrial good

d food products were put into
Bakinskiy Rayon, and seven

and other vetroleum rayons of 3aku, accord-
hiy on 29 March. The total commodiiy arover of the new
ne million rubles a year. Tt wes planned to open 19 .addi-
s and food stores fin Baku/ in 1053.(96)

Pravda, in August, reported an expansion of the trade networlk in Azerbayd-
zhan. A footwear store in Kirovskiy Rayol of Baku had recently been opened ,
and-a large grocery and delicatessepn store and a ready-to-wear store vere to
be. put- into operation soon. The URS of "Azneft!'" organized 25 specialized
stores within a short time. In addition to funds allotted to it for the second
half of 1953, the URS was to receive additional goods valued at almost 60 mil-

lion rubles; The sale of meat, Sausages, butter, and sugar lLad increased con-
siderably in Beku, it was reported. Weol fabricc were 1o be received ZE%om

production center£7 in an amount valued wc 10 willion rubles more than had been
anticipated earlier.(76)

Bakinskiy Rabochi
of enterprises which 4

¥, in August, stressed the necessity of ending the lag

0 not regularly fulfill production plans, and which oper -
ate at a loss,

Y uction laterials Industry, the Min-
istry of the Light and Food Industry, the Ministry of Trade, the Ministry of

griculture and-Agricultural Procurement, and the Azerbaydzhan Courcil of Induse-
trisl Cooperatives were sharply criticized in thic respect. In 1752, 23 onter-

prises. of ‘the light, food, meat and ¢airy, and fish industries ended the ficenl
year with large deficits. They failed to pay into the budget 1% million rubles,
- 14 -
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and failed to provide the population

( with several million meters of cotton ann
wool textilés,.and tens of thousands of pairs of footwear. In the firet hads

of 1053, enterprises under these ministries produced considerably le
£oods, butter, cheese, cigarett

S5 cottoen
€s, and other consumer goods than planned. {9T)

'A‘particul&rly-shafp criticism ‘of trade
Bakinskiy Rabochiy on 24 April,
was fulfilled only 60.5 percent.,

in Zangelanskiy Rayon appeared in
The 1952 commodity turnover plan in this reyon
Two million rubles' worth of wool and silk
fabrics, sugar, cilgarettes and matches, ready-to-wear clothes, footweer, tee,
and confectioner s poods accumulate

d in varehouses of the rayon consumers union
in Pirchevan at a time of great need for these products in the rayon.(98)

Gédrﬁi&n SSR

Sovetskaya Latviya, in May 1553,

established in cities and villages of
1953.(99)

reported that 250 new stores had been’
the Georglan SSR since the beginning of

D According to Izvestiya in June, more than 100 stores had been put into.
operation in Tbilisi, Batumi, Sukhumi, Rustavi, and other Georgian cities since
the’béginning of 1953, including 30 sp

ecialized stores for the sale of foot-
wear, fabrics, and ready-to~wear clothing.

Urban and rural workers were said
to be demanding more cultural goods, silk fabrics, sewn and knitted articles,
leather footwear, stylish furniture, and cut

omobiles.(100) Zarye Vostoka
indicated ‘that in the first € months of 1953, Tbilisi stores sold industrial-

and food products worth 5 billion rubles more than planned.{101) An August
article in Pravde reported that 27 specialized stores had been established in
Tbilisi since the begilhning of 1953, and in all, 70 stores, pavilions, booths,
and’ stalle were to be constructed in i953 in this city.(102) - :

5 - Two articles in Zer Vostoka, in June and August, discussed the impor-
tance of expanding the network of specialized stores dealing in cultural goods .
The June article stated that, unfortunately, the specialized trade system was
not properly organized. A store in Tbilisi vhich sells photographic equipment
and sports goods was transferred to Glavelektrosvyaz'sbyt (Mair Administration

e Communications Equipment Industry), and another

éstablish.sgecialized phonc, raph record devisions in all lurge-scalg irdustriel
goods stores jand ‘to provide them with necessary equipment for storing and lis-
tening to phonograph records. To improve consumer service, these stores were
required. to stock record catalogs ond @ sufficd < at number of record players. In
éddition, the Ministry of Trade ordered the Tbilisi Industrial Trading Organ-
izatién to establish in Tbilisl a specialized record store with an acscriment
of 2,000 records, and special booths for listening.(l0k)

‘Criticisw vas directed et the Georgian consumer cooperatives, in another
Augugt issue of Zarye Vostoka. Very large distribution expenditures resulted
in large monetary losses. As & result of the unfulfilled commedity turnover

" plan and. the existence of ahove-nlal, cominodity surpluses, the Abkhaz cunsumer
cooperatives, and the Akhalteikhskiy and Tsitelitelaroys brven.corsumers
vnions permitted overexpend!turcs in distribution outlay Beceuce ¢ exces-
cive transshipments of goods through wholesale varchouses, the sbhkhaz con-

sumer cooperatives permitted additional evnanditures in 1952 amcuntirs to

275,000 : ubles. ‘The Dushetskiy Rayon Consumers Union hed additionnl e

ditures smounting to 179,600 rublez, 2nd the Marneulskiy Rayon Consumex

Union, 130,000 rubles.(105)

O-

&
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Knzakh SSR

. AA further increas
Fifth Five-Year Plan i » Kazakhstanskaya Pravda pointed out in
August. Twice ag much footwear is

- 2
inerease over 300 percent. Footwear production in

percent over the 1950 output.(106)

In April 1953, Kazakhstenska Pravda indicated tha’ 1,200 specialized
stores were in operation in Kazakhstan Por the sale of bread and baked goods,
neat and fish, fabrics, sewn articles, and footwear. In 1953, ahout 700 new
trading and

public dining enterprises were to be established.(107) As of
3 April 1953, 18 new stores he

d-bern opened In Amesita alone since whe beginning
of the year.(108)

In Keragande, city of coal miners, 200 new stores and 96 specialized
enterprises yere put into operation in 1

952, aceording to Izvestiya.(12)
During 6 months of 1953, stores of the URS: of ' the ' Karegandaugol’ Combine sold
32 million rubles' worth more industrial and food commodities than during the
same period in 1952, and the sale of furni

ture, motorcycles, and radio receiv-
ing sets more than doubled, Kazakhstanskays Pravda reported. (103)

An article on trade expansion in the city of Dzha
Stanskaya Pravda in Avgust. 1In the Pirst & months of
city trading enterprises sold over 5 million rubles' w
than during the same period in 1952. (Consumers bought 3 miliion rubles' worth
of silk fabric. During 7 months of 1953, 16, trading points were opened. A
specialized industrial commodity store ang

o store for the sale of sewn roods
were 1o be put into cperation during the second half of 1953.(110)

mbul appeared in Kazakh-
1953, it vas indicated,
orth more of commodities

According to Kazakhstanskaya Pravde, on 1 April 1953, tlhere were 10,000
consumer cooperative stores ang shops i

n the republic, and)in the rest of
1953, 70 more stores and 50 shops were ¢

O be put into operation. The demand -
for cultural goods in rural communities had increased sherply.(111)

: Despite the expansion in rural trade, reporting of sho%tcomihgs contin~
uved. In July, Kazakhstanskaya Pravda pointed to insufficient analysis of
consumer demand, poor organization of distribution, and improper training of
workers. Alma-Ate in particular was said to have a2 retaili shortage of vege=-
tables, fruits, and berries, Further, it was reperted that bases of consumer
cooperatives had accumulated 600 mill

ion rubles' worth of goods, and that the
comodity turnover for 5% months of 1953 had not been fulfilled by one oblast
consumers union.(112) .

The folloving trade shortcomings in several Kazakh cities and oblasts were
reported by Kuzakhstanskaya Pravda in Auvgust:

. Lognen e . - - *
In Alma-Ata; the bread trdaing organications do not satisfy the demands
of consufiers for assorfument, and fail tb fulfill the commodity turnover plan.
- The city bread combine does not fulfill’ the output plan, and the retail out-
- 18ts are tolerant of disruptions in output.(113) Vostochno-Kazakhstanskaya
Oblast is extremely backward in trade development, Salt, mctches, tea, soap,
and kercsene are not to be found at retail trade centers, although these prod-
ucts are stocked by trading bases. Ope trading orgenization is unable to
organize trade in bread. The manager of the Oblast Tirade Division permi
interruptions in deliveries of industrial and food
and management are poor in the Akmolinskaya Oblast
the Akmolinsk-Pavlodar Railroed Construction Adminj
network in Akmolinsk, where the URS of the Karagand

tgme
commodities.(114) Planning
trade network. The QRS of
stration expanded its trade
2 Railroad System has a
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large trade network for the railroad workers. In Akmolinsk, the only
department store is §t111 under construction, The refurnishing of a footwear
store continues for the eighth month.(110)

. A Kazakhstanskaya Pravda article in May indicated that trade in workers'
settlements in Ust 'Kamenogorsk was not progressing satisfactorily. The seti.e-
ménts had no specialized stores or small shops and had a shortage of necessury
goods. One store had only a smail assortment of fabrics, and another had no
salt.(115) - ) :

. Ina July article, Kazakhstanske Pravda criticized trade in workers!
settlements in Yuzhno-Kazakhstanskaya Oblast, as follows:

In 2 number of stores in certain workers' gettlements there has been no
kerosene or window glass op sale for g long time. There is no salt or dishvear
available, and the assortment of footwear, sewn goods, knitwear, hosiery, ana
cotton fabric is limited. However, these goods are to be found in storage
bases. ‘More than L million rubles' worth of industriel and food products are
sto:eduiq'bases of the Bostandaykskiy Rayon Consumers Union, including 22 car-
loads of salt, 263,000 rubles® worth of shoes, Th5,000 rubles' worth of cot-
ton fabric, and 500,000 rubles’ worth of sewn goods.(116)

Kirgiz ssr

“In April-1953, Izvestiyn stated that, in the breceding 3 years, nearly’
500 new. stores, "dining rooms, and restaurants had been put into operation in
the Kirgiz SSR.' 1In 1952 alone, 211 trading enterprises were added. Tens of
‘new specialized stéres foy trade in food products, textiles, footwear, ready-
to-wear clothing, and perfumery goods started operation in the first quarter
1953. A sevenfold increase in refrigeration, installations was reported in
cdmpar;son‘vith 1949.(117) More than 60 new trading enterprises were to be

1?stg?liéhedfdu:ihg»1953“in the.Kirgiz SSR, enother Izvestiya article indicated.
1 y : : =Zvestiya

According, to Kommunist Tadzhikistana iw August, the 1953 volume of retail

commodity turnover in the Kirgiz SSR was three times that of 1940. The trad-

ing network was.expanded by moré“than 1,500 stores angd shops. ' Since the begin-

ning of 1953, commodity -seles had ircreased by tens of millions of rubles over

the corresponding veriod of 1952. Special attention was being given to trade
-9keanizations in high mountain aréas. In 7 months of 1953, more tham 30 stores

vere established in remote fegions. The rural population of Kirgizia accord-

ing to. the article, has been demanding high-qualitynclothing, silk and woolen

fabrics, furniture, and dishware, and the sale of rdﬂiawreceiving sets and

phonographs bas increased several times in kolkhoz settlements. During the o

remainder of 1953, 136 additional trading enterprises were to be established o . %
-1in cities and villages.(119) . ) : v -

A June article in Sovetskaya-Kirgizi also reported increased commodity

turnover .in rura@é§iggS)ngape;ially:through'consuﬁer!cooperat}ves. - More than
250 stores and shops-ﬁf'consgﬁéi’cooberatives vere selling books., A special- .

- zed network for the sale of ‘comstruction waterials was in operation. 'These

- materials vere needed for the construction of new residential hSitkesy-as well
rneogg electric power plants, and animal husbandry stations.(120) The same paper

 stated ‘on 30 August that construction materials stores had been opened in
Oktyabr'skiy, Bazar-Kurganskiy, Toktogul 'skiy, and Ala-Bukinskiy rayons of the

. Kirgiz SSR, .and that comstruction of Such stores was being completed in

" Leninskiy and Khiavagskiy rayons . (121) '
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In-another article, Sovetskaya Kirgiziys indicated an expansion of the }
trading-netuork,and commodity turnover in consumer cooperatives of Dzhalal-Apad. ’.
The Suzal Rurel onsumers Society, which sells many cultural goods, increased

its commodity_turnover.1p-the second quarter 1953 by almost 2 million rubles,
in comparison with the same period in 1952.(122)

qugver, the Kirgiz SSR commodity turnover as a whole over T months of
1953 was deficient by 115 million rub

les, according to a speech by Deputy
Chukeyev at a conference of the Su

Kirﬁizixgvon 25 August., | Aceording to the arti.
that the plan of comnodity turnover in consumer
unsatisfactorily. In Dzhalal-Abadskaya Oblast 1
cent, and in Talasskayn Oblast, 85.4 percent.

cooperatives was carried out
t was fulfilled only 82.6 per-

The deputy 2lso revealed that in 1953 alone, 1,131 tons more mea} were

to be sold to people of the republic than in 1952; 468 tons more herring; 338
tons more animal fats; 1,047 tons more vegetable oil; 2,300 tons more sugar;
900 tons more confectionery goods; 28,168,000 rubles’ worth more cotton fabric;
1.5 million rubles' worth wore woolen fabric; 17,760,000 rubles' worth more
silk fabric; 720 tons more kerosene; 4,174 more bicycles; and 5,150 more phono-
graphs. He added that the volume of retnil trede in 1952, 4n comparison with
1951, inereased 7.7 percent; and that the retail commodity turnover in 1953,
“ag to increase 6.2 percent in comparison with 1352.(123)

With regard to shortcomings ang deficiencies, the fo

1llowing information
was reported by Sovetskaya Kirgiziya from May throuzh Ay, .

gust.

‘A May article indicated that unsatisfactory me
public dining enterprises had resulted in serious
activities. Sales personnel were criticized for n
demand, for poorly organizing the sale of goods, and for allowing goods to
pile up in warehouses. Incorrect distribution of goods contributed to the

accumulation of sbove-norm stocks. Distribution expenditures and waste were
said to be great in the republic.(12k)

nagement in trading and -’
shortcomings in their
Ot considering popular

Among shortcomings in the work of consumer cooperatives in the Kirgiz S8R, -
Sovetskaya Kirgiziya reported the following in June 1953:

The distribution of goods is very poor. TFor example in some consumer -
cooperatives of Talasskaya Oblast o shortage of wine was reporied, vhile stores
of & certain.rural comumers soclety had a year's Supply on hand. Sales bases
have .not been coping with their tasks. The republic office of Glavkhimsbyt
(Main Administration for the Sale of Chemical Industry Products) in 1953 failed
to deliver 100,000 rubles' worth of rubber footweer, and ¢ften ignored the pre-
scribed assortment of commodities. The trading base of Glavrybsbyt (Main
Administration of Sales, Ministry of the Fish Industry) is reportedly a very
poor supplier. Consumer cooperatiyes in.the first quarter 1953 failed to deliver
quantities of canned goods, aﬁd-tene*bf‘tons‘of~fish énd herring.(120) = . -

The distribution network was also criticized in a Sovetskaya Kirgizi-

article of 29\May, . which pointed. out thet goods shortages should be blamed

“y, not on production but on distribution channels. For example, stores of Oshskaya

ok Oblast had no galoshes, electric light bulbs, or seap for sale, although these

’ goods were in the werehouges ipn sufficient quantity. The stores of the Rybachinskiy
Reyon Consumers Union for a long time had no tea, eau de cologne, or winuus
glass, Meanvhile, the Oshskaya Oblast trading organization had enough cloth
footwear for 620 days and a Yyear's supply of undervear .(125)
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© With regard <o production shorteomings, it was reported on 19 August by
Sovetskaya Kirgizizg that cuch essential goods as shovels and chothesping
must be impovfed into the Tepublic, despite the fact *hat these articles could
be put out by local and cooperative industry. The paper added that footwear

manufactured by local enterprises does unot sell well, and the quality of child-
ren's shoes 1s very low.(126)

Tadzhik S5R

In June, Kommunjst Tadzhi
quantity of goods delivered to the Tadzhik *3R from other parts of the USSR,
The Tadzhik trade network was expanding in response to populer demand for
commodities. In 1953, the Tadzhik HMinistry of Trade established new stores
in Stalinabad, Kurgan Tyube, and Leninabad, The number of specialized stores
¥as also increasing. In Kulyab, Leninobad, Kurgen Tyube, Ura-Tyube, and
Stalinabad, stores vere scheduled to be put ipto operation for the sale of
bread and baked goods, fruit and vegetables, Tootwear, sew, articles, haber-

dashery, cultural #oods, and cotton and silk fabrics. 1In addition, the Tadzhik
Consumers Union was pro

viding for & considerable expansior of the rural trade
netvork.(127)

tistana reported a constant increase in %he

In another article, Kommunist Tadzhikistana r

5. months. of 1953, people of Stalinabad bougnt 50 e
200 radios, 156,009 meters of electrical wi

tric hot plates,, and tens of thousands of phonographs, loud-speakers, and small
batteries, at a single specialized store of Glavelektrosbyt (Main Administration
for the Sale of Blectrical Products).

) This store fulfilled its plan for the
first 6 months of 1953 ahead of schedule.(128) .

eported that during the first
lectric refrigerators, over
re, 800 eleciric irons, 2,000 elec-

In the second quarter 1953, the retail commodity turnover of Stalinbad
increased. 22.4 percent over the same period in 1952, as reported by Kommunist
Tadzhikistana in Avgust. 1In the second half of 1953, as compared with the
§T;§¥*F§T?:_Eore products

were to be sold as follows: 139.2 percent more
mert; 31 percent more sausage producte:

5 5k.2 percent more animal fats; and 32.3
percent more vegetable oil, The demand for flour was expected to be completely
satisfied.(129)

The'fdlioding oriticiens :f the Tadznik consumer cooperatives were made by
a M2rch article.

- "' Consumer cooperdtives in Kuiyabskaya, CGarmskaya, and Leninabadskays oblasts
are isolated froa the comsurers, aud there is little concern for the timely
delivery of the lecessdary assortment of goods. The planning division of the
Tadzhik consumer cooperatives is operating poorly. Personnel often permit errors
in good distribution, and daily control over incoming goods from supply bases

is not maintained. Some sales crganizations in 1952 failed to supply tens of
thousands of rubles' worth of maunufactured goods to their outlets. During 1952,
almost 20 willior rubles' worth of abcve-norm surpluses remained: in bases and
stores of the Kulyabskaya Oblast Consumers Uniorn,

:The same source criticized the managements of trading organizatiods for
selecting inefficient persorvel. 1In 1952, 50 percent. o the workers respén- "

sible for wmater i21 stocks in Kulysbskaya Oblast cooperatives were replaced.
The Ministry-of ‘Crade‘Tadzhil 8SR was blamed fer the unseasonable delivery of
allecated commodities, modity turnover of

which considerably lowered the com
trading enterprises. The Tadzhik consumer cooperatives vere also criticized
for often delivering goods on the basis of personal friendship.(l30)
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In another article on con

that the State Trade Inspector
- On wany consumer goods. Scme

failed to conform to list pris
tive, 68 different commodities
men's ‘half ehoes (polubotinks)
women's slippers at 50 rubles
Consumers Union was selling wo
price, ard the Kanibadamskiy R
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sumer cooperatives, Kommunist Tadzhikistana reported

ate discovered that B7 stores had marked up prices

rayon consumers societies in Kulyabskaya Oblast i
28, and 1n the Moskovskiy Rayon Consumer Coopera- )
were priced incorrectly. 1In one cooperative,

were s0ld at 60 rubles over the list price, and

over the list price., The Stalinabadskiy Rayon

men's overshoes at 37 to T2 rubles over the list

ayon Consumers Union was selling 36 commodities

at marked-up prices, and 26 commodities at lower prices.

The same article cited other examples of price violations. The republic
trading base of Glavshveysbyt (Main Administration of Sales, Ministry of the
Sewing Industry) issued large quantities of knitted goods at invalidated list
prices, after the reduction f brices on industrial and food commodities in
April. Managers of consumers societies accepted the goods without checking the
correctness of prizes.{131)

Shortcomings in tradzng organizaticns of Stalinabad City were also reported
in an August issue of Kommunist Tadzhikistana, as follows:

Trade is concentrated in the center cf the caty, and although city enter-
prises have increased the output of consumers: commodities, there are many
defects in the work of these enterprises. A number of plants utilized their
productive capacities poorly, do not reduce production costs, often produce infer-
ior goods, and disregerd consumer demand .

.- The Ministry of Trade does not attempt to improve the operation of Stalirabad's i
public eating enterprises, which are unsapitsry and sell food that is neither
tasty nor varied. The city suburbs heve ap inadequate network of food stores. ;
Shoe repair shops and dry cleaning and barber shops fail to use price ‘lists.(129)

" With regard to shortcomings in industrial cooperatives of the Tadzhik S8R,
KXommunist Tadzhikistana Yeported in August that Tedzhik industry fulfilled its |
production plan for <he first balf of 1953 by 99 percent, but remained in arrears
in the production of certain inportant products. Enterprises of the construc-
tion materials industry failed to supply the state with many important products;
they fulfilleld the plan for thke first 6 months of 1953 by 75 percent. Industrial

L . cooperatives worked on the same 1ow level, and many enterprises of light and

food industry, especially thes meat and butter branches, did not cope with their
plans.

. The seme solirce blamed the lag of ssveral industrial enterprises on the
low -level of supervision qver them by ministries and departments, and by local
. party organizaticns. Many enterprises werse working irregularly with inadequate
. supplies of raw material. The assoriment of products in several enterprises
did not correspond with the plzn. Many epterprises operated with obsolete equip-
ment, apd hindered the deily 2fforts for high productivivy.(132)
Turkmen SSR

In.an article or trade expansion in Ashkhabad, Turimenskaya Iskra reported
that during the second gquarter 1953, twe new stores for the sale of manufactured
commodities were PUt into operation in this city. 1In addition, three stores
were scheduled to be put into operation on the ground floors of newly constructed
buildings.(133) -

‘¢ "High turnover expenditures in several crganizations of the Turkmen SSR were
criticized in another Turkmenskaya Iskra articiz. In the Turkmen Division of
"Soyuzlestorg" (All-Union Office for Trad- in Timber }, 1952 expenditures exceeded
a million rubles. Losses of the ORS of the Ashkhabad Railroad System amounted
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to 600,000-rubles, und in the Turkmen Office of Glavzastronom (Main Administra-
tZon of Delicatessens and Groceri

98), the losses were 120,000 rubles. - In addd,-
tion, distribution cxpenditures i

n local trading orsanizations of the Ministry’
of ‘Trade USSR have been very great. {134)

Uzbek SSR

The first quarter 1953 retail coﬁmodity turnover in the Uzbek SSR.increased
more than'10 percent in comparision

with the same period of 1952, Pravde Vostoka
reported in April. In 1952, twice as many commodites were s0ld to the people of
Uzbek stan through state and cooperative trade as in 1948. The sale of meat
products and animal fet increased 30 percent over 1948; sugar, 220 percent;. .
-Yegetable oil, 140 percent; silk fabrie, 150 percent; clothing, 80 percent; and
leather footwear, 120 percent. In 1952, workers of the republic bought:-4k,000
radio recedving sets, 16,000 phonographs, 20,000 sewing machines, 72,000 bicy-
cles;,and 3,000 motorcycles. (Great Progress was made in kolkhoz trade. - In
1952,. city kolkhoz Markets of Uzbekistan sold 115 percent more meat than in 1948,
8 percent more rotatoes, arnd Tl percent more vegetables .,

The same’ source reported thut 150 new specielized storez and three special-
ized trading administrations -- "Teshkhlebtorg,' "kbekodezhdn " and "Uzbekobuv'"--
were put into operation during 1952, 1Ip 1923, the government =lloted more than
30'miliion rubles for the constroation of stores, restaurants, cefes, dining
Trooms, and kolkhoz merkets. In 2ddition, it was planned to put into operation
57 additionay specialized storss for the sale of febries, dishware, household
goods, and furniture in cities o the reoublic.{135)

‘ In June, it was reported by Fravde Vostoka thut the Central Union of Con-
Bumer .Cooperatives had approved a plan worked out by the Uzhek Union of Consum-
ers Societies for developing & network 'cf stores in rural areas cnd increasing
.the serwvice to kolkhoz consuners. This plan called for the construction during
1953 and 1954 in rayon centers and kolkhozes of L0 cultural goods stores, 25
rayon stores, .39 construction materisls apg bouschold gools stores, 48 food
stares, 40 footwear stores, 48 ready-to-ueer clothing st -, and 27 furniture
‘Btéres. ‘It also called for 166 runl STOTRE to be in «crzration, and 165 stores
to operate directly within “he kolkhozes. Alvogether, over a& 2-year period,
the plan providss for the construction. of more than 700 different stores. The

capital investment of the Uzbek Ynion of Zonsumers Cooperatives for these
objectives is 42 million rubles.

/* The 11 Jume article edded that the plan
Chinaz three specialized stores were established recently for trade in textiles,

ready-to-wear clothing, footwear, and cultural items. 4. total. of over 100
different stores were under construction.{136) o

was nlready in operation. 1In

. With regard to cousumer cooperatives, Pravda Vostoke in August reported
rural trade expansion in Samarkendskuya Oblast, where 23 specialized stores
Tor the sale of housewsres and hardware had been put into opermtion in rayon
centers and kolkhozes. A few stores were aisg opened for the sale of footwear
and reedy-to-wear clothing. A totel of 117 new stores and stalls had been
éstablished in rayons of Samarkandskaya Oblast, the urticle indicated.(137)

Criticioms of.Usbek trade in three separate articles in Pravda Vostoka
pointed out poor distribution of necessar: gooas and insufficient and inferior
vroductinn of consumer gocds, with special emphasis on poor supervision by’
ﬁanagement over subordinate metworks. An April article stated that individual
types of footwear and hosiery were in short supply in Sawmarkand in the first
quarter 1953, while trading organizations in Teshkent had e surplus of these
.goods.. While all cities of the republic had o

o substantial supply of matches,
'this commodity was, in short supply ir Kara-Xolpakskava ASSR.
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This article also pointed out that through the fault of trust supervisors,
the republicr-suffered,' in 1953, an acute shortage of ready-to-wear clothing,
and that enterprises or Uzkozhobuyv 'trest fUzbek Leather and Footwear Trust/ pro-
duced only small -‘quantities of footwear with leather soles, and did not manu-
Ifacture women's styled shoes. One cotton combine continued to produce cotton
‘hosiery in a very limited assortment. The Uzbek Office of Glavshveytrest
(Matn Administration of the Seving Trust) in January and February undersupplied
trading organizations with sewn articles by 15-percent, knitted goods by 10 per-
cent, and stockings by 31 percent. Over the same period, after a party inspec-
tion; over 15 percent of the footwear from a certain footwear factory was rejected
‘and returned to the enterprise.

Enterprices >f local and cooperative industry have been slow in developing
“tommodity assortment, the article continued, Therefore, primus parts s wash-
boards, clothespins, and children'd toys. must be brought in from other republics.

{135)

-A -Pravda.Vostoka article in June described the shortcomings of trade in
Ferganskaya Oblast » Where for 3 successive years the retail coumodity turnover,
plan vas not fulfilled. The amounts by which. the plan was not fulfilled were
21l million rubles in 1951, 1% million rubles in 1952, and 68 million rubles in -t
I months of. 1953. ‘he May plan was not fulfilled either, The reason given
for “this- deficiency was unsatisfactory control by trading organizations over
the work of subordinate trading networks, especially in rural areas. -

The paper continued as follows: The Fergana city trading organizations

and the oblast consumers union do not plan goods delivery skillfully, and are
not céncerned about consumer demands.. The result is that quantities - of goods: ;
Tewaln in- warehouses and bases, and commodity turnover is sloved down. For - :
"emmple,-'the Fergana city trading organizations stcek a cousidera.ble-_supply -
of" goods, but they do not sell well. The shelves of many stores are crammed- !

¥Ith pany years' supply of cotton fabric and handmade footwear. In stores of ‘

consumer cooperatives there is » large .supply of saddlers' articles fer camels' ~
harnesses, but there 8re no camels in-any of the kolkhozes' of Ferganskaye

Oblast.(138)

A July article in Pravda Vostoka '1ndiéated that in 1952 the Leninskiy
Ravon Food Trading Organization in Pashkent caused ¢ loss to the state of ;
21'willion rubles because of its unfulfilled commodity turnover plan.(139) i
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