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FOOD CANNING AND THZ COTICK CROP IN RUMANTA DPURING AUGUST 1953

[Eonc:ent: The following report .as cowpilad fr¢w tne Bucha-
rest ne.spapers Romania Libera, Vinta Capitelei, and Scunteis of
August 1953 and the Vienna semiveekly newspuper Interreport-Ost
of Qctober 1953.

Bucharest newspapers published numerous articles on increased
food production and better crops during 1953, Moreover, the state
promised to moke available greater amounts of food to centzensute
for the food shortage of the sinter and spring off 1953, Tne Cen-
tral Committee of the Rumanini, Workers Farty announced in Sugast
that the state was prepared to give extensive support to the Quny-
nian foud industry to dmprove the standard of living. Thig deci-
sion appears to have been proupted by increasing dissatisfaction
of the people ~ith rationing. In sapport of this prowise, Bucha-
rest nedspopers listed outstunding results achicved so far in nAny
old end new canning and food factiries.

The 1453 cotton crop appears to be very diszppeinting, accorde
ing to the Vienna Interreé‘orc—Ost of 7 Octover 1533. Houevel Bucha-
rest neuspui.ers report that cuitivation is un schedute and tiet the
crop Toondised to be a good one. Higher osrices cnd additioma) conces-
slons were orfered to cotton provers rfor guantities and Lual ity above
quotes.

Numbers in porentheses roiar to aprended sources
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FOOD AN CANNING

[Fccording to the Vienna Interreport-Ost, the Council of the City of Bucha-
rest announced that rations of sugar, edible oils, fiour pastes, and soip for
the fourth quarter of 1953 will be the same as those for the previous guarfer.
This announcement, the paper stated, caused great disappointment among the popu<"
lation of Bucharest, because in September the City Pecple's Council promised a
10-20 percent ration increase for the lasi guarter of 155%3. Noisy protests
were nude in enterprises, and the guestion was raised in party and government
circles as to when the promised improvements in living stendards would be put
into effect. To appease the resentwent, Interreport-Ost said, the city council
announced that additional rations of sugar and oil might be granted. The press,
at the same time, complained of the poor production of oil mills and the delay
in harvesting sugar beets, the paper stated.(llf

The Cental Committee of the Ruwnanian Workers Perty announced in the plenary
session of 1¢-20 August 1953 thut the government planned to invest close to 1.0
billion lel In the Rumanian focd industry in 1§53-195% (2), instead of the 48O
million lei originally planned.(3) Produstior ~¢ reor. figh, edivle oils, and
gugar will increase LD-0C peveent in 105b over 1953, according to.this plan. The
plan also provided for expansion of the production capacity of industrlial focd .
enterprises. Varieties of focds will alsoc be increased and improved.(2)

The Ministry of Food Industry of the Rumanian Peopie's Republic has de-
vuted special interest to the fuol cauning industry, which has expanded consider-
ably in the lust few years. Prouaction of canned vegetables was increased by
147 percent, marmslades by 140 porcent, and canned fouds in general by 90 per-
cent In 1952 as compared with s%s4y. Iun the period 1659-1952 four new canneries
were constructed, including the Valia-Rosie caunery, Bucharest Regiune, and the
Zegna cannery, Galeti Regiune. An Jditionul canning fectory was scheduled to
start operation during 1955. These new factories, &s well as improvements in
old ones as a result of sizable investments, contributed to a greatly increased
production.

Enterprises under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Food Industry, how-
ever, have not kept pace with the increasing needs of the popuiation. Scme of
these enterprises showed a Juck of organization, which hampered the smooth flow
of production. For example, the canneries frequently could not deiiver on time
due to lack of lsbels and packing matevrials. Such shortcomings can and should
he eliminated. It is alse important to develop greater varieties and produce
greater quantities of cowpotes and juams. Many canned vegetables and jums are
of poor quality. This, too, must be improved. Special attention to quality
is more important thup ever, in view of the increase in investments. People
must also oe guided and urged to prepare canned yegetables and cnnned fruit at
home. People's councils must see to it that containers, cellophane, corks,
and parchument are made available to the populution tor this purpose. (3)

Increasing consumer demands, both lor quality and gquantity, has been a
constant preoccupation for the lerge cemneries of Rumunie, such as Flora, Gri-
vitn, and Valea-Rosie. The camneries reuliced that labor must ve orgenized
and recommendations for labor-saving devices encoursged. At the Buftea canmery,
for example, tWwo tenks Jere constructed for sarbeiling fruit pulj; for marmsiades.
The murmalade was preserved with sulfur dioxide. This =limipated bottlenecks
in production and increased the processing capanity. Speclel btesuns vere orpganized
at the Flora cannery to select and check fruiv and vegetables as they arrived in
the warehouses. Workers Dumitru Ungureanu ond Ion Oprea of this camnery devized
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& nev type of jar with a tip 1id 18 millimeters thinner than the old type, thus
conserving tin. This innovation has been introduced in the vegetable, fruit,
meat, fish, and dairy departments. A narrov-gauge track was set up in the
sterilization hall for the transportation of baskets carrying Jars and cans to
the varehouse, in order to facilitate work and increase productivity. N

In line with the labor-saving policy, the hand-operated elevator servic-'
inz the sterilization section of the Grivita cannery was remodeled into ag
eJectrically operated elevator to make work easier, This increased lsbor pro-
ductivity by 15 percent. .t the sare cannery, mechanic Constantin Olaticy
built o Zreasing device for the automatie 3reasing of bolts at sealing machines.
This improvement eliminates interruptions ana increases the output of the ma-
chine by 8 percent. 'Furthermore, an automatic Jar-£411ing machine for brine
Was put in operation ang a new department was opened for cooking vegetables in
oil, The larse-cgeale application of the Voroshin method increased production
at the Grivita cannery by 11h.7 bercent in July. Labor productivity increased
9 parcent in the vegetable department, and the quality of products, such as
peppers stuffed with rice, okra in ©1il, and vegetable stew, improved consider-
ably over 1952, (4)

The Grivita canning factory exceeded 1ts production plan by 15,000 kilo-
grams of canned vegetables for the month of July. Large quantities of fruit
compote and marmalades Were also turned out in @xcess of quotas. Workers!'
collectives gave special care to quality. Good orzanization of labor enabled
the factory to produce 3k percent 1p excess of quotas. Some workers exceeded
datly norms by 30-50 percent. Through the combined effort of all workers the
plant was working on its 15 September quotas by 7 August. (5) his cannery
al50 produced dozens of varieties of ¢anned vezetables, lams, and Syrups dur-
ing the swamer of 1953. In August 1t started the production of strawberry
syrup. The Strawberry, apricot, and Prune jems are of excellent quality,

*  The cannery producsg 80 varieties of canned vegetables in 1953.(2)

The Valea-Rosie cannery is putting out g Ireater variety, including to-
mato Juice rich in vitamins, pasteurized at 70-89 degrees centigrade.

The Filaret cannery experimented with a Soviet method for the Preparation
of acidulated fruit Juices. fThese Juices are now produced in several large
wineries,

However, there is still place for improvements both in varieties ang in
output. The Flora, Grivita, Fructonil, ang Buftea cnnneries have greater pro-
duction capacities which chould be exploited in full. (%)

The Buftesa, Flora, Grivita, Valen-Rosie, and many other canning factories
in Bucharest City and in Bucharest Regiune are now Processing and packing
larger quantities of vegetables and fruit. They have increased their produc-
tion capacity 14-33 percent. Some of thage factories have S€t up new depart-
ments and new machinery. At the Valea-Rosie cannery s new section for wash-
ing fruit and vepetables was opened in the second Quarter of 1953. This de-
partment processed 60 tons of canned peas and string beans of good quality
up to the beginning of August., fhe Buftea, Fructonil, Grivita, and Valea.
Rosie factories produced b57,000 cans and Jars of vegetables 1n excess of
quotas.

The General Directorate of Canneries in the Ministry of Fooq Industry
and the Bucharest Reguine Union of Consumers Cooperatives mst see to it that
the present canning campaign is Successfully conc !uded, Canning factories

are duty-bound to use all machines and facilities to maximum capacity. Day
and night shifts should be employed at machines which can process several types
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State farms
up to their commitments and to deliver vegetables *
The quality of the finished product should be the major
Every vegetable and fruit should be
rors such as were made at the Buftea -
that time the fruit preserves of the
State organizations should exercise a con-
f products.

A recurrence of er

guided and instructed to Prepare suf-
f canned vegetables and fruit., The eight raion coopera-
Bucharest Reguine, which operate a semimechanized

Trve center, must also contribute by preparing large
€, dried fruit, ete, Vegetables or fruit that are

e immediately Processe t0 prevent losses.

, dual peasants of
» and not allow even the swall-

Constanta Regiune, completed 64.84 per-
the first days of August. The Black
ctombrie-Rosu and the Marea Fish Can-
tion and improved the quality of their

production plan in
Y on the ship O
lncreased produc

the Burdudeni marmalade factory, Suceava Regiune.
ades, syrups, and other products. In the first
was stepped up tonsiderably and three carloads
excess of plan. (8)

ng standard in Craiova Regiune resulted 1ipn large volume
8. Sales of food products were 23,654,000 lei higher
than in the same pericd of 1952, These sales in-
cts which amounted to 6,379,000 lei. The value
rst quarter of 1953 exceeded the volume of
70,000 lei. Sales of wool cloth were 103

85 percent higher, and of footwear 67 percent
353 than 1in the same pericd of 1952, Factory
Regiune bought 13,982,000 lei worth more cloth-
Ty to 1 July 1953 than during the same period

Vegetable Cannery of Tulcea; Galati Regiune, was

¢ end of August 1953, it had increased its initial
The cannery is equipped with Soviet machinery and
foodstuffs, including dehydrated vegetables gnd
Labor productivity increased 30 percent per laborer
COStS were cut 2 percent below the plan. Labor
percent during July.(7)

By th

at the Ghecet Fishery of the ga-
ishermen delivered 1,500 kilograms of fish in ex.

9)

The T

ad bakery started operation in the city of Iasi, Iasi
The factory, completely mechanized,
kneader and €quipment to carry the dough to the wolding
to five automatic ovens. The factory supplies 24 distri-

ead bakeries with four ovens each started operation

in Vaslui and Husi.{10)
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Socialist competition is in full swing at the Intreprinderea Alimentara
Dunareana (Danube Food Enterprise) of Galatl, Galati Regiune. The collective
working on flour paste in the bakery division exceeded the plan by 9%.6 per-
cent, and the biscuit and cracker division far exceeded its plan from 1-2% July
1953. W?r§ers in the packing department packed 1,562 cases more in July than
in June. (9

The Munca Biscuit Factory of Constanta, Constanta Regiune, produced 4.5
percent more biscuits in July than required by quotas.(7)

) The Pestisani fruit preserve center, Pestisani Commune, Craiova Regiune,
N received 16,374 kilograms of fruit, including 8,783 kilograms of apples, by
the end of August. Large quantities of fruit, including some 10,000 kilograms
of raspberries and blackberries, were sent to other centers. The Pestisani
Commune Cooperative headed the purchasing campaign, fulfilling its August quota
in the first 10 days of the month, (11)

A nev canning factory was constructed in Raureni, Pitesti Regiune, next
to the already existing marmalade factory. The new factory will produce mainly
fruit and vegetable Juices. The new building covers an area of 15 hectares.
The factory was scheduled to start operation during the fourth quarter of 1953.
More than 90 percent of its machines were imported from the Soviet Union. The
production capacity of the new cannery will be 3.5 times larger than that of
the old cannery and labor productivity will increase 180 percent.(12)

Cooperatives in Targu-Jiu Raion, Craiova Regiune, carried on a sustained
drive to buy all the fruit available in the raicn. The fruit was then sent
to the preserving centers in Pestisani, Runcau, Turcinesti, and Danesti com-
munes. These centers have equipment for preserving fruit for winter.(11)

A new bread bakery was scheduled to start operation in Turda, Cluj Re-
glune, in the fall of 1953. 'The bakery will be equipped with machines of high
productivity. It will have special equipment to make small white loaves of
bread, rolls, French bread, and milk rolls.(13)

The Unirea Candy Factory of Constanta, Constanta Regiune, exceeded its
production plan by 13 percent in July. In August, it started production of
its September quotas.(7)

COTTON CROF

[5he Vienna Interreport-QOst stated that according to Bucharest newspapers,
the 1953 cotton crop was very leappointing. fThe zrop was expected to be 15
percent above that of 1952, but was actually below the average crop of 1951-1952
and caused real concerr to Rumanian importers. Anticipating an increase in cot-
ton production in 1953, the government reduced cotton imports to a minimum and
is now faced with great shortages. The Vienna peper reported that this proved
very embarrassing for the Rumanian government, at a time when propaganda prais-
ing improved living conditions all over the country was intended to appease the
people.

Interreport-0Ost claimed that insufficient manpower, the general neglect
of cotton planting, and a delayed harvest were the main causes for the poor
yield. It further reported that the newspaper Scantelia had stated that the
entire harvest should have been completed by 18 August 1953. According to
the Vienna source, this was not the case. The large new state farms in
Bucharest, Constanta, Craiova, and Galati regiunes completely neglected the
campaign schedule. The executive committees of the people's councils were
severely criticized because they did not mobilize the necessary manpower for
the cotton harvest. The best results were obtained by the Piatra State Farm
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near Bucharest, where work was performed with the aid of seven combines. The
Paper said that the harvest results at this farm demonstrate how much the 1953
cotton harvest has fallen behind other years. Only two thirds of the crop
Wwas gathered at this farm by 20 September. The yield was 180 tons of cotton.
From a statistical table of the Ministry of Agriculture, issued in Dzcember
1952, it is evident, Interreport-Ost stated, that the Piatra State Farm hed
harvested 310 tons of cotton in 1952. Accerding to plan, the Piatra State
Farm was expected to have a yield of 900 kilograms per hectare. The Vienna
source reported that figures released by the Ministry of Agriculture, however,
indicate that the 1953 results were only 780 kilograms per hectare. Conse-
quently, Rumanian importers tried to buy cotton abroad. Interreport-0Ost
concluded that it is interesting to note that Rumanian efforts to purchase
Part of the Soviet cotton surplus offered on the international markets evi-
dently failed, because Rumanian purchas {ng negetiations were directed to most
of the non-Soviet markets since the beginning of October 1653.(1)/

Engineer Hristu Gheorghe, Director of the General Directorate of Cotton
in the Ministry of State Farms emphasized the need for increased cotton plant-
ing and increased cotton yilelds. He also discussed improved picking methods.
The picking of cotton is done by teams of 10-12 people with a norm of 8-12
kilograms of cotton per day per vorker, just after the plants begin to open.
The norms increase to 16-25 xilosrams per day, when the plants have completely
opened. State farms and collectives have easily exceeded these norms by proper
érganization of manpower. Rumanian cotton pickers applied Stakhanovite methods
in 1952 and inereased their daily norms. A woman picker at the Olga Banciuc
State Form, for example, picked 150 kilcgrams of cotton per day. Another worker
picked 114 kilograms per day. At the Roseti State Farm, Calarasi Raion, workers
picked 140-150 kilosrams per day.

To speed up and improve picking, transportetion teams must also be organ-
ized to carry the cotton from the fields to the platforms. The state grants
many concessions to cotton growers, especially to collectives and T0Z, to en-
courage greater plantinz. The state has established prices for cotton accord-
ing to quality, and even larger zains are assured to those vho exceed quotas.
For example, an individual cotton grower who obtains 548 kilosrams per hectare
can earn 1,631 Jei. 1In addition, he is permitted to purchase 274 kilograms
of corn and €2 meters of fabrics from the state stores at thz official price.
If production norms are exceeded by 50 percent, or production of 822 kilograms
of cotton per hectare, he vi1l receive 2,753 1ot and may tuy #11 kilograms of
corn and 122 meters of yardgoods. Collectives and TOZ enjoy even greater ad-
vantages. The Coconi Collective, Oltenita Rainn, for example, received
5,139,252 lei (old currency), tneluding 1,579,920 lei for excess production,
for. cotton grown in 1951.(14) .

[ L T i
e . ¢ Bucharest-Regiune
The Vitanesti State Farm devoted specfal attention to cotton arowing.
Four brigades of workers started the harvest on time and the resuits appeared
to be zood. The brizade of Gheorcho Bla plcked several hundesa kilozrams of
cotton in 2 days. Other brigades also harvested larze quantities daily. The
cotton was immedimtely delivered to the zinning canters. (15)

. The cotton crop in Bronceni Commune was rich end ripe for picking by
30 August. Individual pessants of the commune started picking and harvested
more than 300 kilograms of cotton in cne day. The sacond day, a larzer num-
ber of peasants helped with the harvest ani a much lerzer gqusntity was
picked. (16)
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Many state farms in Bucharest Regiune applied technical methods <o in-
crease the production of cotton per hectare. Some state farms applied the
artificial pollination methed in 1953 for the first time. The Roseti State
Farm, Calarasi Raion, devoted special attention to cotton growing. This farm
has the largest cotton plantation in Bucharest Regiune. State farm workers
performed five cultivations up to the middle of August and applied artificial
pollination on 8,000 square meters of plants. This state farm devoted special
attention to the irrigation of cotton fields. Pumps and pipes were prepared
on time for the irrigation of more than 1,000 h2ctares of cotten plants. Con-
sequently, each cotton plant carried 10-12 blooms and the bolis were well
formed. Cotton cultivation and tapping was performed oy 31 individual compe -
titive teams and 12 brigade teams.(17)

Members of the Vasile Ronita Collective, Draganas+i Raion, completed the
fourth cotton cultivation and artificial pollination by 18 August.{12)

Collectivists and individual pzasante cf Drazanesti Raion continued to
take sood care of their cotton plantations. By 16 Auzus*, the fourth culti-
vation and 25 percent of “he fiftr cultivation were completed. Tapping was
completed in 50 percent of totznl area.(19)

Th2 6 Martiz Collective, Stnicanecty Cemmunz, completed vweeding and tap-
ping of 10 kectares of cotten by 28 July. Thz 0lza Banciuc T0Z, Comani Com-
mune, and the 7 Noembrie TCZ of Danoasa Commun: completad 100 percent of weed-

ing and tapping of eotvon plants.(20)

Independent peasants in Giurziu Reien applied azricultural rules in the
upkeep of plants. Merbers of the Frasinul TOZ cultivated the cotton for the
fifth time and tapped all the plants. The Sfantu-fhacriehe TOZ completed cul-
tivation of 6 hectares of cotton. Indepenient peasants

i{n Baneaca Commune
cultivated 245 hectares of cotton for the fifth tima

end tapped LT hectares.

Independent peasants in Pueni Commune cultivated 15 hectnres of cotton
for the fifth time and tapped 10 hectares. DPiectrele Commune cultivated 80
percent of the entire cotton area for the fifth time and tapped 65 percent
of plants. Individual peasants in BReiu Comrmune completed the [ifth cultive-
tion of cotton and tapped 40 percent of the plants.

Agzitation carried on by primery party arzanizations in the nhove communes
and lectures given reguiarly by technicians at. cultural centers of raion peo-
ple's counclils contributed to thic efficiency. (21)

The Chirnogi State Farm, Chirncgi Comrmune, Qltenita Raion, completed the
sixth cultivation of cotton plants uring mechanical cultivators. The cotton
plants were artificially pollinated anl fertilizer was used, (h)

dorkers at the Olga Banziuc State Farm, Piatra Commune,

arted the cot-
ton harvest on 18 August. By 22 August they had harvested 2

ahn
2,5¢0 kilograms of
first quality cotton, which they irmediately delivared to the cotton sinning
station. Following the oxample of the state farm, individual peasants in Su-
haia Commune also started %o harvest their cotton. The paasants delivered
the first 500 kilo:rams of first-quality cotton to the Zimnicea rinning sta-
tion, (22)

Craiova Regiune

Arecs planted in Cotfon in Craiova Reziunme wer- 25 percent larger in 1953
than in 1952. The use of mechanized fquipment mnd beller care of the plants
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resulted in richer harvests, The cotton harvest started throughout Craiova
Regiune in the last days of August. The collectives of Gslicea-lhre, Afumaty,
and Clubega delivered large quantities of cotton to the Bailesti collection
center. (2)

Collectivists or Vartopu Commune, Corabia Raion, took good care of late
¢rops and plants, The Michurin Club of the collective applied ertificial pPol~

lination to 8,000 Plants, starting early in the morning before the blooms
opened. (23)
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