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TRANSPORT DIFFICULTIES IN PEIPING;
FAVORABLE RESULTS OF TRUCK-TRAILER TESTS

[guxrmry: In the fall of 1952, the Peiping suthorities adopted
- various measures {0 solve traffic problems resulting from the nu-
- rerous building programs under way. In early 1953, the government
established a Central Office to control the production, marketing,
and delivery of all building materiasls and supplies.

, Anticipating an increased demand on local transportation facil-
: ities, the authorities in Sian and Lan-chou purchased additional
motor trucks, and organized mechanized and animal-drawn vehicles
inte operating units for greater efficiency.

. Successful tests have been made in Tientsin to use truck-trailer
combinations to increase transport capacity and to reduce costs end
the rate of gasoline consumption.

PEIPING CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORT OFFICE -~ Peiping, Jen-min Jih-pao, 8 Feb 53

Peiping (Hsin-hua) -- Lack of foresight and appropriate action on the
part of Peiping authorities resulted in confusion and exasperating delays
in trensport soon after the launching of the basic construction program in
Peiping in the fall of 1952. The Peiping Municipal Transport Company found
itself faced with ten times as much business as it could handle with the
means at its disposal. At one time in October, an accumulation of over
700,000 tons of building materials and supplies was awaiting transport to
the various building projects sites. The above amount was exclusive of coal,
food and other daily necessities. Interruptions of building operations vere
accompanied by great financial losses. For example, in the scramble among
the contractors to get delivery of materisls, the charges for the gelivery
of bricks from Ma-chia-kou to & point near the Hsuan-wu Men increased from

65 yuan to 100 yuan per brick.
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In view of the urgency snd all-embracing nature of the problem, the Mu-
nicipal Finance and Economic Committee organized a Consolidated Transport
Office. It also established priorities, regulated charges, and centralized
assignment of transport tasks to the operators of transport facilities.
Motor trucks and animal-drawn vehicles were brought ir from Tientsin, Tsinan,

' and places as far awey as Tsingtao. The laissez-faire system of unregulated
transport arrangements was largely abandoned. Certain transport facilities
were designated for regular service in the delivery of food supplies and
daily necessities for the public at large, and others were designated for
particular products such as sand, lime, bricks, tile, and cement; structural
steel, lumber; machines and installations equipment.

The comaittee directed 1ts attention to such matters as promptness and
speed of loading and unloeding, and the dumping or pilirg of materials on
the work site to impede, as little as possible, the movement of vehicles.
Other measures included: requiring persons seeking transport service to
make written application to the Consolidated Transport Office, issulng cer-
tificates of transport assignments to truckers, and providing to the latter
street mape showing the locations of sources of supply, the destinations for
delivery, ard the best connecting routes.

- The rather hasty arrangements made in the fall of 1952 were considered
inadequate 4o cope with the situation in 1953. Under orders of the Central
Government, the new Central Office for the control of supply and delivery of
2ll building materials and supplies will function under the direct supervi-
sion of the Municipel Finance end Economic Committee. Nine units will be
represented in it; they are malnly state-owned agencies engaged in production,
marketing, and transportation operationg. .

4 NORTHWEST IMPROVES TRANSPORT FACILITIES -- Peiping, Jen-min Jih-pao, 25 Jan 53 '

(Hein-hua} -- The transportation euthorities of Sian and Lan-chou have
substantially {ncreased and improved their transport facilitles to aid basic
construction in the Northwest. As for equipment, the Northwest Engineering
and Construction Office at Sian has ordered 80 motor trucks and 50 horse-
drawn rubber-tired carts. These new vehicles, together with both publicly
R and privately owned vehicles, including hand carts, numbering over 5,000,
. are being organized into companies and smaller units for convenience of man-

agement.

The new Sian West railway station, which is now being built to expedite
the handling of expanding traffic, will scon be opened for use. Fifteen lo-
cal transportation posts have been established. The Sien depot for construc-
tion materials of the Commodity Control Bureau, Northwest Depertment of Fi-
nance, has laid tracks for a private spur connecting 1ts yards with the rail-

way . |

In Lan-chou, 1,100 publicly and privately owned motor trucks have been
organized into 20 transport compenies under the direction of the local trans-
portation committee and the state-owned Transport Company. As auxiliary to
the modern type of transport vehicles, the Kansu Provineial Consolidated
Transport Company has organized into operating units the large nunber of an-
imal- and man-dravn carts which are to be found in the outskirts of the city.

TIENTSIN TRUCK-TRAILER TESTS FAVORABLE -- Tientsin Jih-pao, 22 Feb 53

Early tests made by the Tientsin Motor Transport Company, which was for-
merly the Tientsin headquarters of the siate-owned Hua-pei (North China)
Transport Company, have shown thet, generally speaking, it is edvantageous to
employ truck-trailer combinations for highway freight transportation, as sug- '
gested by a Soviet adviser.
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Beginning in mid-November 1952 and running until 6 December, tests were
made on the highway between Tientsin and Peiping in which a trailer carrying
a load of 1% tons was attached to a 10-wheel 5-ton GMC truck with a lcad of
h% tons. Ten roundtrips, covering 2,065 kilometers, were made, and the fol-
lowing advantages noted:

1. Increased hsuling end earning capacity. The attachment of a trailer
utilizes the latent power of the truck engine to increase the hauling capac-
1ty of men and equipment by about 37.5 percent. The conclusion vas drawn
that, under similar conditions, a truck-trailer combination had & hauling ca-
pacity of 4,230 ton-kilometers per month greater than that of the truck alone.
This would mean, at the usual scalz of transport charges, an increase in
earnings of 90 million yuan in one year.

2, Lower transport costs. On the Tlentsin-Peiping road, the cost of
transport by a 10-wheel GMC truck without a trailer was 1,476.50 yuen per
ton-kilometer. The same truck with & trailer could lower the cost per ton-
kilometer to 1192.%0 yusn. This is a reduction of about 19.25 percent.,

3. Saving in gasoline consumption. The same truck, with a normal load
and without-a trailer, could cover en aversge distance of 10.84 kilometers
on one gallon of gasoline; that is, with consumption of gag a;'thg rate of
0.077 liters per ton-kilometer. The test showed that vithia frailer, it
could cover practically the same.distance {10 kilometers) per_gallon of gas,
vhieh is ¢onsumption of ‘gae_at the, rate of:.0:063.1\bérs per-ton-kilometer.
This is'a reduction of about 18 p§ﬁ§§g£v1@;§H§:ﬁ5ﬁé;ggﬂiue;'consumption» on
e hilly road, ‘such. as betweenrPetpfngféqﬁﬁCh?bné-ﬂé;TJeholy;thg rate of fuel
consunption for a trick“trafler combination 18 nbout 0:07h ‘Titerd per ton-
kilometer; which still 1s‘les¥ tHENVEREY Gf.the truck alone OF a' level road.

As a result of the conclusions reached from the test, 38 trailers were
procured and put into use. For safety, & device which connects the brakes
of the trailer with the truck brake pedal has been installed on ail of the
truck-trailer combinations. Tests have also shown that a loaded truck and
trailer can go up a 20 percent grade, travel at an average speed of 30 kilo-
meters per hour on & level road, and turn sharp corners without difficulty.
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