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REVIEW OF COMMUNIST GAINS IN ALBANIA

Liri Belishova, member, Politbureay
Albanian labor Party

The sixth anniversary of the Proclamation of the People's Republic of Al. I
bania was 11 January 1952, Ir 1944, the Albaniap people, led by the Cotmuni st : }
Party with the help of the Soviet Army, were freed from fascist enslavement. Tn 1
1946, the Albanian beople abolished the monarchy and becam
country. 1In 1945 ; the first detocratic general elections to the Constituent As-
sembly, in which the entire nation took part, vere instituted, These 2lections
brought complete vi

nal Liberation Front.

The war and occupation had dealt g heavy blow to Albania.
Albania economy amounted to 100 billion leks., The first months
tion vere perticularly grave. War devastation » lack of f
unemployment -- all these created serious difficulties in

the country. But after overcoming the initia] difficultie
troduced a program of reform,

Losses in the ‘
following libera-

el, insufficient food, !
the reconstruction of

8, the government in.

First of al1 » With the active participation of the peasants
-agrarian reform was accomplished in November 1946, The land was
the peasants. 1In all, 70,211 peagant households shared the land,
personal property, Formerly, 14
83 percent had little land. The Tesult of these reforms was an increase in the
amount and yield of arable land, In 1951, the sown area in Alvania was one and
one half times larger thap in 1938

themgelves, the
transferred to

Simultaneously with the increased yield of wheat, maize, and other arain
crops, the 'party and govermnent' tried to develop various dndustrial crops
vhick formerly were 3carcely produced ip Albanida. Future emphasis will be op
cotton, sugar beats » flax, hemp, and vegetable-oil €rops. Much has to be created
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out of nothing. Cotton production, for instance, formerly insignificant, is 54
times greater than it was, but even this amount is insufficient for the groving
textile industry. Production is also being expanded for vineyards, citrus

groves, olive groves, and various fruits which are increasingly exported each
Yyear,

The government is 8iving great assistance to egriculture, It is doing rec-
Jamation work, draining swamps, developing new plantations, and building canals
and dams. The state extends credit to peasants, and supplies them with seeds,
fertilizers, and machinery. It asldo exempts small economic enterprises from

taxation. Machine-tractor stations have been set up, as vell as state-operated
model farms,

The party lays great stress on the promotion of collective farms, not by
force but by convincing the peasant of the superiority of collective work. The
Albanian Workers Party follows this Soviet plan.

Soon after Albania was liberated, the government liquidated foreign conces-
sions and nationalized all industrial enterprises, mines, means of transporta-
tion, and banks. Wholesale trade and foreign trade vere made state monopolies.
A epecial lav annulled all the old debts, including mortgages, of the peasant
and urban population. Planned economy was introduced.

The first Two-Year Plar (1949-1950) and the 1
fully completed. 01d plants have been r2st
bullt. The recently built Stalin Textile C
meters of cloth a year; this will meet the
this combine a large settlement is being du
sugar combine with a capacity of 10,000 tons of suga~ a year has been built,
The new Lenin Hydroelectric Pover Plant has increased Tirsna's electric power
supply ten times and its water supply four times ag compared with 1949, In Fier
a cotton-ginning plant has been put into operation. All thesge enterprises are

equipped with machines supplied by the USSR. Construction of a large hydro-
electric plant on the Mat River is also in progress.

951 Plan have bYbeen success-
ored or enlarged and new enterprises
ombine has a capacity of 20 million
needs of the Albanian people. Near
11t to accommodate 9,000 workers. A

The mining industry, including the extraction of coal, bitumen,
copper, and petroleum, has been completely nationalized. Four times more ore is
being mined than in 1938. New workers' communities, such as Patos and Selenice,
are springing up near the new mines and oil fields.

chrome,

Automotive transport, once a bottleneck in Albanian economy, is being im-
proved. In the old Albania, there were no railroads. Thousands of volunteers,
mosily young people, built the first railroads in the country. The first short
raillroad line was built in 1947. Llater it was lengthened to connect the agri-
cultural centers: Tirana with Durres, Peqin, and Elbasan. Freight traffic by
land reached 675 percent compared with the prevar level., A1l seaports, which
had been damaged by the retiring German occupation forces, have been restored

to meet the demands of growing trade with other countries. Roads have also been
built or improved.

Construction work is in progress throughout Albania. Since the liberation,
105,000 square meters of industrial buildings, 102,000 square meters of housing,
and a considerable number of clubs, schools, and hospitals have been built.

Besides improving the workers' living standards, the party and the govern-
ment are developing state and ccoperative trade, eliminating speculation, and
limiting the activities of private traders. The ‘result of this policy is that
foreign and wholesale trade is completely controlled by the government. In re-

tail trade the share of the state is 33 percent, the share of the cooperatives
L5 parcent, and that of private enterprises 22 percent.
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Great changes have taken place in Albenia in this short period of T years
since the liberation. Unemployment, poverty, and the continuous emigration of
starving people have disappeared. There are not enough workers for the new con-
struction work and the expansion of the national e-onomy. Evidence of the changes
in the national economy is found in the income sec ion of the 1950 state budget.
Formerly, the basic sources of income were taxes collected from the peasants;
now, the wmajor part of the budget revenue comes from indus.ry snd cooperatives.
In 1950, the share of state industrial enterprises in the budget amounted to 48
percent, vhile the share of the cooperatives was 35 percent.

Corresponding changes have taken place in the social composition of the
population of Albania. The working claes is growing rapidly. Taking 1945 as
100 percent, in 1946 the number of workers was 120 percent; in 1947, 180 percent;
in 1949, 220 percent, and in 1950, 360 percent. Nearly 90 percent of all work-
ers are taking part in socialist competition. The names of the outstanding work-
ers are publicized throughout the country.

' A further improvement in the living conditions of the people _is shown by
the development of public health eervices. In the old Albania there was prac-
tically no public health system. By 1950 the number of public health institu-
tions had increased 26 times, end their capacity 63 times, compared with 1938.

Assistance from the USSR and the People's Democracies in the form of long-
term credits, deliveries of equipment, and technical assistance, have made long-
range planning possible. The Plenum of the Central Committee of the Albanian
Workers' Party, which met in Septenber 1951, approved directives for draving up
the first State Five-Year Plan for the Development of the National Economy (1951~
1955). These directivas were widely discussed at mass meeting~ where the peo-
ple themselves introdaced thousands of corrections and additions. The plan set
up as objectives the further development of manufacturing and mining, transport,
and agriculture, and improvement in the living standard of the masses. The prin-
cipal investments will be made in mining, which is to be more highly mechanized.
Prospecting vork is to be expanded. Provision.is made for a new oil refipery
and pipe line. Light and heavy industry are to be developed. Electric produc-
tion will be . creased several times. The Mat River Hedroelectric Station alone
will produce 100 million kilowatt-hours of electric pover per year.

The Five-Year Plan pays particular attention to agricultural economy, which
has been unable to keep up with industrial development. Albanian agriculture
must not only supply the towns with food, primarily bread, but it must also con-
siderably increamse the production of industrial crops and products for expart.
Hence the number of MTS must be increased, and their work improved. The supply
of agriculturel machines, fertilizers, and selected seeds is to be augmented .
More irrigation canals are also planned.

The party and the government have igsued special directives on the develop-
ment of animal husbandry, which hed suffered greatly during the occupation. The
principal task for the immediate future is to build up a feéd supply, without
which any increese in the number of head of cattle would be impossible.

The Five-Year Plan for forestation has also been worked out and discussed
at mass meetings. The peasants accepted this plan with great enthusiasm, and
thousands of them are voluntarily engaged in planting trees. They have under-
taken to fulfill this plan in b years.

The former rulers and exploiters of Albania established few schools. About
85 percent of the population was illiterate. Children of the workers and poor
peasants were without education. Altbgether, only 2,000 students attended inter-
mediate schools. There were no higher educationsl institutions, and only a few
children of the privileged classes studied abroed. Now a special law requires
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1950, in comparison vith 1938, the number of sthools had increaged 31 percent,
while the number of students had reacheq 316 percent. All schooling is free.
The party and the government are alsp trying to have all urban children finish
the 7 year (1ntermediate) achool.

The first higher educationel institutions have appeared in Albania. In
1946, & 2-year pedegogical institute vae founded. The Five-Year Plan provides
for the opening of twp more higher educational institutions: a schocl of medicine
and a training school of planned economy. The quality of teaching 18 consider-
ably improved. Naw pPrograms based on Marxist-Leninist science and Soviet ex-
perience have baen initiated in schools and higher educational institutions, The
repid growth of the Altenian aconomy Tequires a large number of qualified workers.
With the help of the Soviet Union, thousands of qualified employees have been
traines,

The developments in the national economy and in education have been accom-
panied by a development in national art. For the first time Albania possesses
three permanent theatres, a philharmonic orchestra, a palace of culture, and
clubs. Polk dancing and singing are encouraged. An independent talent for art
is developing among the werkers. More books are being published, including
translations of Soviet publications, which are very popular among Albanians. The
circnlation of magazines and newspapers has increased more than tenfold.

The Communist Party, established in 1941, has been strong enough to over-
come sabotage by the Tito clique, whose agents, Koci Xoxe, Pandi Kristo, and
others, had penetrated into leading party positions, and were trying to transform
Albania into en appendage of fascict Yugoslavia. .

The first Party Congress, which took place in November 1948, exposed cer-
tain sericus shor tcomings in partiy organizetional work. The party had not
drawn up its statutes. It had violated intraparty democracy, and did not ep-
courage criticism and self-criticism. The congress approved the first party
statutes of the Marxist-Leninist type, vhich helped put an end to organizational
confuaion. After the congress, the party was repamed the Albanian Workers'
Party. 1In accordance with the decisions of the congress, the party eliminated
the influence of the Titoists, rearranged its ranks, and stre. rthened 1ts organi-
zaticnal structure. Still later, the party was able to rout attacks of Abedin
Shehu's counterrevelutionary group and carry on a successful struggle against

The hostile policy of the Titoist agents in the party resulted in the pres-
ence of foreign imperialistic agents in the party apparatus, The Central Com-
mittee decided in 1650 - 1951 to carry out a check of party documents to get rid
of foreign and hostile tlements. A serious effort ig now being made to regulate
the social composition of the party, and attract the foremost workers into its
ranks. The network of varty education has been extended to train young Com-
-munists. In the S-year period from 194k through 1948 there were 4,684 party mem-
bers studying in party education schools. During the school year 1949 . 1950,
the number rose to 6,246, and in 1950 - 1951 to 12,264. The Central Committee
of the party has established a central party school as well as numersus courses
to train party persomnel ana propagandists. There has also been an inérease in
editions of Marxist-Leninist classics. In November 1951, the first volume of
I. V. Stalin"s Collected Works was published in the Albanian language.
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The party is atrengtheuing 1ts bond with the people, acting through mass
organizations, creating active nonparty groups, and developing mass political
work. The Tesults of thia poli

€Y were revealed in the elections for the Peo-
Ple's Assembly ip 1950, when 98.18 percent of all the vote.
didateg of the unified q

The party is unitea Against English ang American imperialists, who relied
in World w-r IT on organizations connected with the German occupation forces,
such as the Balli Kombetar and the Legaliteti,

On the eve of the liberation of Albania,

landing on Albanian shores, but were forced to
Bupported by the Soviet Union.
dropping them by para
sending them across t!

English ships tried to force a
retreat by the Albaniag;
Now the warmongers are sending saboteurs by

chutes from airplanpes, landing them from submarines, or
he borders,

After this
st of several parachutist
resce, and 33 from Yugo-
carry out subversive ac-
This influx of 8pies shows the purpose of the new law si
allocating 100 nillion doliars for subvergive activity against the USSR ang

the People's Democracies. With these funds, the Americans are coverting bap-

dits from the concentration camps in Western Germany, Italy, and Greece intg

saboteurs ang sending ‘them intn Albania. Several espionage centers are now

active in Yugoslavia. The armed provocations against our borders by Greek and !
Yugoslav fascists have not stopped, During only 10 months in 1951 the integ-
rity of Albanian territ

But despite all sBuch ac-
O¥ how to guard their in-

goed by Truman,



