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PRODUCTION OF ELECTROLYTIC COPPER IH HULGARIA [

Ou 14 Rovember 1951, the "Elprom" Public Electrical Enterprise turned
over the "Machinoatrosne” (Machine-Bailding) State Industrial Cembine the
aewly opened plant for the production of electrolytic copper at the "Dimitwy
Blogoev" State Industrial Enterprise.

Bulgnrie hes importent depesits of copper ores, from whkich copper has
been o%cained for decades. O(nly black copper, also called copper matte, w=b
produced in Bulgeria. To use this copper for industrisl purposes, it was
necevsary to send it out of the country for processing and chemicel purificae-
tion. Although the installations and equipment involved in the purificecion
of copper wre cleap an? 2iwmple, and althcugh the technological principles
underlying the process are well know, such production had not been undertaXen
until now, apd all atteupts in thet direction had been rejested.

ATERRE G B BRI

; The prcduction of electrolytic copper was begun during 1951. The tech-
nicisns end engineers of “Elprom," under the leadership of the technical ai-

kS rector, Engineer Manol Gyudzheriov, early this year concluded e contrect with

ths "Machinostroere” State Industrial Combine for the reconditioning asd_
activation of the existing iunstalletions of the "Dimitwr Blegoev” plant, which o
wvas bullt in former years for the electrolytic seperatipn of tin frem copper

# utensils, vwhich were thep revorked into copper wire. Past experiments in

i - vhich the purification of copper by electrolysis was uttempted had proved
‘unsatisfactory. Much of the equipment had been converted to other tasks,

while tbe plant itself was being used as a warehouse.

This year, after several months of effort, the technicians and enginerxs
of "Elprom," with the cooperation of the management of the "Dimitur Blagoev”
L fstate Industrial Enierprise, achieved graat success. On the eve of the cele~

v h ) - bestion of the October Revelutiom, the plaut for the electrolytic purification
. L ) ¥ " of copper vas resdy, and on 20 October normal. operations began. i

Presert yroduction, as yet in the experimental stage, is furnishing the :
basis for mastery of the industrial process and for expansion of ‘the pla.ut, :
the intention being o £i1i all the needs of "Elprom” in 1952, :
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(o6 -Grell pconemde affact for Yore reasons than that ito purificution hmcefo th

- ‘this saving tlere src edded the valve of the renoversd gold and silvew, the
~pekee of purification sbyosd, end gther sxpenmses, the total aunusl sa¥ings will

 owr elsstrical luluetry vill aluays have suffloient quantiftise of the ritel
- comducting copper ot 1ta disposael ead will thus cesmse o be Lopendent cn izm-

RIFARTAPTN

Tha production of chemically pure conducting copner from copper matie has

dome within 0w country. It 18 huown thet the nation's copper oren

& cartaln ssovpt &f gold and silver. With the technique which baa now
- thave valusdle asterisls will be recovered inm the purification

wiltconstitute an Anportant source of hard eurrency. With the

-prodention in 1952, 20 mtllion leva will be seved which formerly

18y ¥ar the tranapord of the copper to foreign plauts amd back. If to

asionit t0 some 100 militen leva. Pivally, by the introduction of this process,
ports fram whrond,

Tha preparation cf & new reasgent is sog pushed, vhich will boost sversge
daily pridustion to five times 1ts present emount.
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