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Tung Fang-ho

KULDJA REVOLT

From the interior of Sinkiang comes news of many drastic changes of
a military and politica] nature which are reported to have taken I'lace
since April 1951.

First, the Chinese commutists, wuder orders from the Soviet Union,
sentenced many prominent Sinkiang Communists to capatal punishment in con-~
nection with the Kuldja Revnlt

Second, the Fifth Army, reorgamized frop the former Kuldja People's
Army, including a complement =f twe cavairy divisions ang 11 cavalry regi-
ments from the Liex-ghin Ho TEglon, was assigned Zuly in Korea The sub-
sequent decimation of thie army left the naticnalistic Sinkiang Communists
miIttarily at the Bercy of the USSR

Third, the ranking Naticnalist f1eld officers who surrendered to T'ao's
Twenty-Second Army Group, ware 2°thsr 1mpriscned or executed. Nationaligt
soldiers were sent to Sha~wan tc pe reorganyzed, retrained, or liquidated.
Fourth, a detachment Of Weng Chen's Chinese Communist Secend Army sta-
ticned aiong the Kerakorar and Kunlun Shan trade routes vhich straddie
. southern Sinkia~c, Pakisten, and India, ent=red Tibknat and set up air bases
fer the USSR, Soviet Army units subsequent]y Lenetrated northern Sinkiang
through the Dzungarian doorvays of Kuidja and Chuguchak and liquidated the
Nationalist. Chinese Communist officials did not escape through investi-
gation by these troops The Soviet €7a5p on the tungsten, petroleum, and
gold—producing reglons of Fo-lo, Wi-sy, Kucha, and Altai was tightened.

Fifth, at Srinagar, Kasbmi:, [ta, rormer Secretary-general of the
Sinkiang g2vernment, preclaimed s MZslwm Turkestan League vhich is anti-
30oviet in orientation.

These events point to an HIpOYTANt Thange in the Soviet Unisn s Cen-
tral Asian policy. At the end of Woerld War 1T, the Soviet Union, faced
with what 1t censidered an unfaverable statue quo, found it expedient to
stir up tne nationalist Moslem repvbiics ef Central Asia and use their com-
bined economic and military might to beister rhe precaricus Soviet mijitary
positian. To this end, agents wara fent te offer terms of alliance teo the
Moslem natioralists 10 Irkutsk Ovlast, ani Kazakh. Uzbek, Tadzhtk, and
Turkmern SSR. L the same time, the Savien Union “rganized the so-called
Eastern Turkestan Pecpie s Republi- vith centers at Kuldja, Chuguchak, and
g A-k'o0-su, wndoctrinated the native populace with anti-Kuomintang propa-

ganda, and completed the formation of & purfer zone by thus exploiting Tur-
kic nationalism.

¢ Frem 1943 to 1948, the yssy held to tnis line in Central Asia, smash-
ing the China-India policy of the Us ang Brivein with th. hammer of the reli-
glous and racia)l antiforeignism of Sinhkiang Moslems. With the advent of Tito-
ism in 1948, however, there was g marked shift in Soviet par Eastern strategy.
In the first place, the Chinese Communist conquest of North China wrecked the
eastern defense barriers being built by tha Soviet Union, and the three buffers
of Kuldja, Chuguchak, and A-k'o-su “ere renlered useless. In the second Place, -
the newly won independence of Pakistan (15 August 1947) and the spread to Cen-
tral Asia of Pan-Islamism Presented the danger of serious defection among the
republics in that area. The Kremlin line was therefore altered: the Chinese
Comsunist advance into Northwest China was supported and many Central Asiar

Moslem nationalists were liquidated.
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hagimg, Akhbastu, IshekhJan, Kanidatulu, and others, numbering over 1,000
men in all, were executed. Magyg Sabri, Isa Beg, and Mohammeqd Enin, leaders
of the nationalist self-government movement, were Put to death 8huitly there-
after. In the Masud incident alone, over 3,800 persons vere arrest:d after
May 1951. The masterminds of this purge were Primarily Soviet-held former
Nazis: prisoners of war, scientists, and Journaliste.

Among Centra) Asian and Sinkiang nationalists, & brotherhood of anti-
Soviet feeling hag developed. Recent reportg from theKazakh SSR have ingj-
cated increaseq guerrillg activity.

The Kuldja Revolt Pay be described ag having gone through three defin-
ite stages, namely:

1. Collapse of Sino-gSoviet relations during World War IT; the east-
ward expansicn of the Soviet Urion; and US pressure on China to accept the
Yalta Agreement. This period lasteg from March 194k tq August 1945,

2. USSR initiation of the cold var; the conciliatory Policy of the Us
tovard Mao Tse-tung until the Kuomintang-Communist Party schism; the enuncia-
tion of the Truman Doctrine; ang the change of the Ug anti-Commungist attitude
from g negative to g PCsitive orientation. This period lasted from September
1945 to the end of 1947.

3. The advent of Titoism; the independence of the Dominions of India
and Pakistan; the victory of the Chinese Communists; apg the burge of nationa-
11sts in the Soviet satellites This period runs from 1948 ts the present
(June 1951).

Stage 1, March 194y - August 1945
T =2 - August 1945

After the Tehran Conference in October 1943, when relations with the
USSR were degenerating, the US was brepared to seng aid directly to Nationa-
1list China by way of Sinkiang. The Soviets frustrated thig plan by stirring
up the Moslems in western Sinkiang; and, by Perpetrating the Kuld ja Revolt,
blocked the movement of 500 US Army vehicles en route from the Persian guif
through Kuldja. The insurgents selzed Chy chao-liang and Wu Chung-hsien, two
Nationalist Chigese who Opposed the revolt Soviet intentions were to meke the
affair aPpear as part of the rising HOly war tn the Moslem world. Also, in
March 194} they instigated the T2volt at A-ko-sy jeg by the Kazakh, Osman
Bator, an ardent nationalisgt Later, in September, they supporteq the White
Russian Abdugani Bator 1p his covp at Kucha .

The Kuldja Revolt of November 1944, vas 1eq by the Uighur A1 Khan Ture.
He organized a military goverument and, under the Pan-TIslamic banners, directeq
the slaughter of thousands of "infidel® Chinese LroOps. With this incident
Kuomintang influence in Sinkiang began te wane. Following the stabilization
of power by the new government gt Kuldja, the Soviets next planted native
Sinkiang Communist agents -- Akhmed jan, among others-.1p the military govern-
ment headed by Ali Khan Ture. By Spreading Pan-Turkjc Propaganda, they were
able to wrest control of the Moslem uniteq front from the suthorities.
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Finelly, the Eastern Turkestan People's Republic was set up in January 1945
at Kuldja, and the Akhmed jan faction, which auickly deposed All Khun Ture, an-
nounced its aim to liberate arl of Sinkiang by force of arms, By 21 February
1945, at the time of the Yalta Agreement, the Sovaet Union had already established
"by pr.xy" a land bese in Chinese Sinkiang and an all-Communist government which
guarded the gangway to “-rthwest China, Akhmed jan Kesizi became head of the Mili-
tary Government, Rekhimjan Klujaev, Minister of Internai Affairs, an. Abulkhair
Ture, Minister of Education. The White Russian Balinov vas me.l2 field commander
of the People's Army of the Easteru Turkestan People's Republic ard secretly re-
celved aid from the USSR.

In July 1945, when the Chinese Nationalist government was forced to sign the
Yalta Agreement and when the Sino-Soviet Treaty was concluded, the Red Army rarched
on Sinkiang end attacked Urumchi from the Kuldja and Chuguchak corridors. Red
motorized units and the Red Air Force sped aid to the People's Army of the Eastera
Turkestan Republic. The battle ip the Wu-su--Ching-ho ares cost the Sinkiang Se-
cond Army of the Chinese Rationalist government the valuable Wu-gu oil-fielde;
the 25th Division was routed and its commander, General Kuo "h'i, was taken pris-
oner. The Turkestan People's Army then drove toward Urumchi along the Ma-nn-gsu Ho
ead won the trade center in August 1945,

Stage 2, September 1945 - December 1947

The period frop September 1945 to August 1947 wus important for the diploma-
tic victory won by Foreign Minister Molotov over the US State Department. In Sin-
kisng, Chang Chih-chung was logked upon by the Soviets as a Chinese Kerensky; conse-

After General Marshall's visit to China, in 1946, ‘he atmosphere wag charged with
talk of vast military aid to the Kuomintang government. Chang Chih-chung, with paci-
fism us hia watchword, promptly asked Soviet Consul General Savilov to act as mediator
between the Sinkisng insurgents and the Chinese Nationalist authorities. Au agree-
ment was reached and signed by both sidee in Jenuary 1946,

Chang showed alarming indifference to the reckless pacifism of George C. Marshall
and Jax2s F. dyrnes. His behovior enabled the Soviets to restrain the onslaught
of the Soviet. Army and the Turkestan People's Army, and to concentrate on the poli-
tical arena. AkhmedJan Kasimi was directed to Bet up a coalition government together
with Chang Chih-chung. Communist sympathizers were planted {n this government and
avaited the word to carry out a "change in government." ‘The Northwest China pa‘ttern
of democratic "freedou”" and the Soviet pattern of democratic "orgunizetion," the
Chinese legal system and the illegel Communists mevements, clashed and rent law and
order in Sinkiang to pieces.

At this phase of the political struggle, Chang had & choice of three courses to fol-
lov in fencing with Soviet Consul General Savilov:

1. Mobilize Nationaliist €conomic and military might (there were only 50,000
Kuomintang troops in Sinkiang at that time); quickly stabilive internal political condi-
tions in the provinze; and open a "ccld wor " -

2. Use such true nationalists and advocutes of self-government as Masud Sabri,
Isa, and Emin in organizing the people and embarrassing the opposition.

3. Take advantage of international political conditions -- the Sino-Soviet
Treaty and the desire for peace -- to bring the oppoeition to terms.

Unfortunately, Chang decided upon the third course and was subsequently de-

feated by Savilov at the same time that Secrétary of State Byrnes was defeateq by
Foreign Minister Molotov.
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Tre Kuldjs insurgents, Akhmedjan and Ishka, as well as others, had committed
the hay::y of "adventurisr” in their futile atiack on P'u-t'ao-kou and were 1i-
guldated afr2r the Soviet Communists took Kuldja. The internationalist, Saffudin,
errivinc from the USSR to head the Sinkiang People's League, established diplcma-
tie t¢ with Peiping. In November 1949, when the Wang Chen units of the Chinese
Cemruniet Army entered Sinkiang and took over the Kuldja People's Army, the lead-
er: of the new Sinkiang People's League announced that Akhmedjanand his compa-
triots, vhilc on *héir way to Peiping early in September, had teen amrushed and
kilied by brigands loyal to Outer Mongolia. Seffudin lost no time in appealing
direstly to Meo for aid. At the Stalin-Mao conference in February 1950, there-
fore, th2 Jinkiang People's League was placed under Chinese Communist direction
and gharanteel "celf-government” status.

The vasuum left after “he murge of the Kuldje insurgents wes promptly filled
t the Soviet Army. The Kremlin sent MVD details to mop up remnants

i Akhmed jan faction, despi<e the fa-t that they had teen comrades in
armc with Staliinists auring the bitter anti-Geil.an campaigns. This i3 the great
gedy of +he Sinkiang Communists. It is the ultimate example of the aphorism,
"Wher *he fox has been caught, the hounds are killed and bolled.”

PRESENT CONDITIONS

Present conditions (end o2 June 1951) find the former secretary-general of
Sinkiang, 1s3, at Srinagar, Kashmir. The Chinese Communists, continuing in their
role ot High Executioner, have arrested the famous Kuldja insurrectionist, Kani-
patuli, a glant roth in physical strength and nationalistic fervor. After 'aving
eg:aped from former Governor Sheng Shih-ts'al, he organized the Kuldje rebtels
and later wes commender 1in chief of the Kuldja People's Army and concurrently re-
gloral supervisor of that city during the reriod of martial law. Later, he was
pargeed by the Communist Party cadres alqng with Kulbahnbtatlu, Moslem leader in
southern Sinkiarg, and several hundred others Furthermore, about 3,000 followers
of Marud Sebri and over 800 disciples of the Xazakh historian Niwaed were elther
kili~1 or sent <o the Soviet Union for administratlve trials.

D ring the public trial of Osman Bator and 59 other Kazakh neticnalist lead-
ers a1 Urumc:!, nationalists throughout Sinkiang were suddenly confronted by the
devas*atiny vact that regardless of leftlst or rightlst proclivities and despite
pro- or anti-Communist activities, they were being indiscriminately brarded with
the came iron, "running dogs of American imperialism,” and were soon to become the
object of 3 rinody Soviet purge. The revolutionery "cleansing” of the Kuldja in-
purgents wa. romintscent of the cruel fate suffered by Rajk of Hungary, Markos of
Greece, Jomulka of Poland, and Clementis of Czechoslovakla.

Kuldja Pecple s Armv Becomes Korean Cennon Fodder

In Sinkisng, during recent months, vhe Kuldja People's Army has been reor-
ganized and sent to the Korean front. Formerly the Natioralist Revolutionary Army
¢f the Eactern Turkestan People's ilepublic, 1% was renamed the People's Army of

the $inkiung People's League for the Defen:e of Peace and, after subsequent reor-
ganizstion by the Chinese Communists, bacame the Fifth Army of the First Army Group
in General P'eng TelL-huai's First Field Army. It 1s made up of the 13th, ].hth and
15th Divisiors and has an over-all atrength s 1h regiments, most of which are ca-
valry. [t is the former army of the Kulaja insurrectionists. Mmy Tararchki and
Kazakh recruits from the administrative districts of Kuldja, Chuguachak, and A-k'o-3u,
vho are ardent nationalists, still fly the colors of this army bearing the Turkic
crescent and star.
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waiermer«. Most of their combat experience, however, came during active duty
under isviet fieid commanders. In the vinter of 1944, during the siege of Kuldja,
thene :roops trapped and completely encircled g regiment of the Chinese Nationa-
11zt Tth Division under Li YW-hsiang, ard the Kuomintang troops managed to fight
thelr way out only after a bitter struggle. It was a cavalry unit of the Xuldja
People's Army, moreover, which struck the rear guard of the Chinese Nationalist
4Sth Divicion in the T'ien Shan,

Ir January 191+5, the Kuldja People's Army split into three attacking col-
umne: Abasufu, leading one column through the titter colg, by-passed Turfan and
marched on Kuldja from A-k'o-su; Lishshihjan led a Kazakh cavalry thrust frop
the Dzungariay, gatewey into Chuguchak; and Kanipatulu, skirting the precipitous
T'fen S»an rasses in the vest, lunged direculy at Urumchi {tgelr. During these
marches und the ensuing Lattles, the Sinkiang nationalists fought alone and un.
gupperted,

In August 1945, during the Ching-ho--Wu-su campaign, this insurgent army
commanded ty Geperal Balinov, a White Russian, met the Chinese Nationalist Sin-
kiang Se-oni Army under Hsieh I-feng in a bat<le of maneuver on the Ma-na-gsu
plain. The zolumn under Liehshihjan was Joined by a mechanized brigade of the
Snviet Army which had Secretly eatered Sinkiang at Chuguchak; together they

in these homter attacks) and the Tu-shan-tzu o1l field, located 20 kilometers
Brutheast of Wu-su, fell to the Red Army. The 45th Division under Kuo Ch'i was
trapped tetyeen Ching-ho and Wu-su by the composite forcze of Soviet armsr and
cavalyy utts of the Kuldja People's Arwy. The entire division was routed and
Kis Th ! was tagep prisoner, 1ais was a Soviet breach of faith, coming as 4t did
at il &me ‘ime whop the Sino-Soviet Treaty was sigred and Just aftey the Japa-
nese surrender. Hovever, since the Red Army operated under a protective Kuld ja
Peoplas Army shield angd since the Chinege Nationalist forces were decisively de-
feated in tha ield, no Soviet personnel nr military equipment were captured,
Consequently, the charge of military intervention could not be veriried and
15,0020 scldizrs of the Republic of Chira died without their countrymen knowing
of their 3acrifize,

The »utright use of military for-e by the USSR in aidirg her satelllte arm-
les 14 2ot new, Despite attempts to conceal ‘heir {dentity with uniforms of the
Kuldiaists, tie forces dispatched to Sinkiang were made 4p ¢of many recrvits from
Central Astan nattonalyty groups, end, although Chinese Netionalist soldiers cap-
tured many or them, these Asiatics could not readily be distinguished from the
rea) Kuidia ingurgents. Nevertheless, Kuomintang cormanders vere able to tell
the Kuldiatzts from regular Red Army troops by observing the firepower and battle
tactics of the forces opposing thenm,

In the autumn or 1956, when this writer reached Kuldja, Chinese at the scene
of the siege (Ncvember 19k to anuary 1955) reported that tne insurgents fight-
ing a regimenr. of Chinese Naticnalist troops who held the vital Ay -1in Park were
80 weak thut they could &carcely maintain a sustained attack for one day., When
night fe11, hovever, martisl lgw was declared; Soviet artillery could te heard
rumbling through the city streets to take up firing positions within range of the
park. The barrages which usually followed get part of the park afire and Just
before dawn, the guns could agein be heard rolling out of the city. This hap-
Pened every night during the last wveek of the siege until tle perk was finally
taken,
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Alsu, wccording to information received by this reporter, when General Kuo
Ch'i, rommander of the 45th Division, was captured and brought Lefore the Emartly
Cressed rebel commander in chief, General Balinov, Kuo believed that the White
Russie Jould te his prosecutor and Judge. He soon discovered, however, that it
wag really Balinov's alde-de-camp, a man whose insolent behavior bespoke unlimited
autherity, who was his inquisitor. Genersl Balinov, unschooled apd awkward in
speech, feared saying the wrong thing and took his cues rrom this aide. This
pattern of impromptu coaching is not & new Communist device,

The &mall remnant of the Kuldja People's Army today is actually the same
tody thet fought under the banner of nationalism and is made up of recrui+s from
ithe adminmistrative districts of Kuldja, Chuguchak, and A-k'e-su. The Soviet Union,
howevcr, is depleting an excellent mii4 *ary reserve by sending the unit +o fight
with the Chinese Cummurists in Korea. Azcording to considered opinion based on
dispat:tes Crom the front, the troops ¢f the Communist Fifth Army, & force which
reacpned lie central front in Korea during the last week of April end which was
throvm Yack in the May "Spring Offensive,” may include mos* of the Kuldjaists., It
18 ironi~gl that the Eestern Turkestan pedple's revolt should have finally peri-
&hed in a s2a of US fire at the 3Btk Puirsliel.

Fzr-ed labor for Troops of T'ao Chih-yuel,

Wihen eneral Trao Chih-yueh capitulated %o the Chinese Communist armies {n
VA2, the Naticnalist governmani had approxizately 80,000 troops in Sin-
kiem . ‘he:rr locavions and unit designatiuns vere as follows:

1. 3inkiang Giard General Readquarterz, General T'ao Chih-yueh, commsnder
in ¥ tef and provincial garrison commander, replacing Sung Hsi-lien, and directly
--+liruted units vere stationed in and abcut Urumchi. The units included “he
Injepender’ hth Cavalry Prigade under T'ang Ching-Jjan, the Tth Cavalry Erigade,
four reginents of verious nationalities vnder Osman Bator, one guard reginent,

one inlepenient horder patrol regiment, one indecpendent artillery regiment, the
2yt Mator g Regiment, one pack-horse regiment, one reconnaissance regiment,
eta.

¢« recrgenized 78th Division under General Yeh Ch'eng was garrisoned
The uni* vas made up of the 173tk Brigade under Mou Wo-Jo, *he 179th
der Lo Chu-‘~u, and the 227:h Brigade -nder Chu Min-kerg. These bri-
3tatloned av outposts in northern Sinkleng.

seevpanized 42d Division under Gereral Chao Hsi-kuang, with head-
QUArtE T, 4 gar, vas made up of the (5th Brigade under L Tsu-t'ang, the 231st
Brigads under i'ien Chih-mel, and the 128th Srigade under Chung Tsua-yin, These
units wer: stationed In southern Sinkiang.

“. The lsu Cavalry Divisicr under Ma Ch'=zng-hsiang, with headguarters at
Urwmcny, wes corposed of the Tth and the 3th Cavalry Brigades, both stat!oned in
Sinkisrg.

The reorganized 78th Division, formerly .he Sinkiang Second Army, and
nhe relrgans i 42d Division, forzerly tne Forty-second Army, were both crack
units rom the command of General Hu Tsung-nan. 'The rfield officers ani 2ear-
achelon _rrilian:s were graduated from Sien training schocls. The srganiietion
was “amriate in every detail and the esprit de corps was superb. From T'ac
Chil—yush and Chaso Hsi-kuang down toc officers of the lowest field grades, all
were uv2terans of the war against *he Japanese, had wide experience in leading
troops, 4rd were thoroughly indoctrinated polivically,

-8 -
CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/31

CIA-RDP80-00809A000700040611-7




MEIN T 1y
CONFIDL iiL
CONFIDENTIAL 50X1-HUM

Tae 1st Cavalry Division, formerly the Fifth Cavalry Army, was g Moslem
unit from Tsinghal which held the alleglance of Central Asian Moslems ang wasg
skilled in miiitary tacties ang of excellant military discipline, fThe fame of
the 1st Cavalry spreed throughout Sinkiang when it defeated the vaunted cavalry
o2 the ongolian People's Republic and smashed the revolt of Akhmedjan in the
battles of Pei-trg Shan and P'u-t'ao~kou.

Wang Chen never 2Xceeded 50,000 men and the total strength of the Kuld ja People's
Army was only 15,000 irregulers. The forces under yeh Ch’eng, Ma Ch'eng-hsiang,
and O:man Bator, totaling 50,000 men, could easily have held a line between Ha-

mand., With Tndis and the Kunlun Mountains at their backs, this composite force
ronld have tempcrarily contained the frontal attack of the onceming Soviet Aray
ani, If cutmaneuvered, coyld have eventually fallen back into India.

T'ao Chih—yueh, however, was bersuaded by Chang Chih-chung to surrender to

tie Soviet Army, and, as the main battle was shaping up, sens Lo-8Shu-jen, Ma
0y ng-hsiang, and Other officers to meet the enemy and bargain for & compromise,
Wier this rlan failed to materialize, the generals and their troops defected in
anger and disgust, and were soon followed by Yeh Ch'eng and hig command , During
thi- time, the two brigade commanders with troops in southern Sinkiang, L1 Tsy-
''ang and T'ang Ching-jan, made no decisive moves and let innumerable opportuni -

175 s1ip through theip fingers. The Oitcome was that the batt_e effectiveness
T 000 troovs was neutralized and Generals Trgq Chil-yueh, Liy Mengtun, ang
"rherz went over to the inveders.

In November ZT9h9z7, when the Chinese Communtst First Army Group struck
from H;Lng-hsing-bsia at the western tip of the Kansy ranhandle, taking strategic
ontrosts ip southern Sinkiang, the Nationalist forces which hag defected were
oreanized into the Twenty-second Army Group of the People's Liberation Army.
T'ao Chih-yueh was retained as commander, The entire unit wag retrained, the
officars given Separate Communist indoctrination, and the rear-echelon civillang
given ipecial courses in administrative work. The "ideological Treactionary,”

Li Tsj-t'ang, commander of the 65th Brigade as wel] as T'ang Ching-Jan, comman-
der cf the hth ‘avalry Brigade, and Mou Wo-jo, commander of the 178th Brigade,
were Lransferred to different commands in the Chinese Communist Army and given
Indfvidua; executive training. In all, over 10,000 men defected to the Commun-

ists,

¥n the spring of 1950, wpen L4 Tsu-t'ang und his brigede turued again, this

time agsinst the Communisis, and marched on Ha-mi 4, the east --thereby aiding
- an*{ -comunist guerrillas in the west in a manpar similar to Osman Bator's Turkic
Netionaitses Army -« the Chinese Communist High Command ordered a campaign of
tltody purges, Between April ang May 1951, the 1ist of *hose executed included
the brigede commanders, Li Tsu-t'ang and T'ang Ching-Jan, 8 score of company
(cumanders, and over 100 political commissars and their Subordinates. More than
£00 lover-echelon cadres were imprisoned and most of the Tventy-second Army
Sroup were sent to Sha-wan, an outpost between Kuldja and Urumchi, for intensive

mas~ training under Soviet MVD Supervision,

In Februsry 1951, the strength, unit designation, and location of the
Twenty-secopd Army Group under T'ap Chih-yuch was ag follows:

The Ninth Army was under Chao Hsi-kuang, formeriy commander of the Chinese
Naticnallst hog Division. oOf the three subordinate units, the 25th Infantry Divi-
51on was under Liy Chen-shih, formerly commander of the mutinous Chinese Nationa-
list Liu K'an unit; the 26th Division was under Lo Ju-cheng, formerly deputy com-
marier of the 178th Brigade; and the 27th Division was under Ch'en Chun-yuan,
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formeriy deputy commander of the 128tn Brigade, The 25th and "6ty Divisions at
Sha-wan and the 27th Division at Karashahr underwent pags military training. The
officecrs and troops lost many oersonal libverties, The 1st Cavalry Division, for-
merly under Ma Ch’eng-hsiang in Toinghai » W&s placed under the commang of Han Yy-
wen, f _merly a cavalry brigade commander in the Fifth Army. The 7in Cavalry Dj -
vision, stationed at So-ch'e, wasg put under the command of Ma P'ing-tgraj,

the entire army group., Most of their guns ang equipment were confiscated by the
Communists, The units assemhl>d at Sha-van were committed to forceq labor, fror
the general attitude of the Chinese,Communist Party toward these troops formerly
under Hy Tsung-nan and Ma Pu-fang was clearly not one of confidence and trust,

Judging from hews seeping out of Sinkiang, it ig likely that Part of thisg
&rmy group wag either sent to the Korean front or has been incorporated into
the Chinese Communist Army since May 1951, 1p short, the Ninth Army is comple-
tely 1ifferent from the My Expeditiona.ry Force that 1t vag vhen first gsent to
Sinkiang.

Pispusition of Chinese Communi st Troops in Sinkiang

The Chinese Communist wnit noy stationed in southern Sinkiang 1s the Second
Army of Wang Chen's First Army Group, First Field Army. The Second Army 1s made
Up of the hth, Sth, and 6tp Divisions which 8re stationed in outposts along the
perinmoter of the A-k'o-su--Kashgar--Sc-cn'e--~Khotan~-KeruJa triangle to wateh the
roads leading to Ind.:e and Pakistan and to mont guard over Tibet, Ope regiment
of thie unit Penetrated Tibet through the Muz Tagh Range, at the same time that
other Chinese Communist troops were entering along other routes, and marched to
Rudck. The city is approximately 15,000 feet above gea level, and the new regi-
ment now stands ag & real threat to northern Tndia.

Wtey engg preliminary Communist invasion or Titet came teams ofr Soviet geo-
logtass ang engineers who Supervised the building of ap air base. Rudok, only
80 ke lometers from the Indian-Pakistanl border, is a 5top on the historieal in-

Gartok woulg directly threaten New Delhi which ig only 600 atr miles avay. The
back docr of India is now eXposed, and the Hinalayas can be ¥ritten off as an ef-
fective natura) land barrier.

The Chingse Communist unit ip control of northern Sinkiang {: th. First Srmy
of the Wang Chen First Army Group and consistg of the 1st, 2d, and 34 Divisions.
The Fifth Army, formerly the Kuldja Pecplers Army, is part of the Second Army
" . Group comnanded by Hsu Kuang-yuan, and is made up of the 13th, lhth, &nd 15th Di-
visions, Tt will be renembered, however, that moest of the Fifth Army has already
been sent tg the Korean front, At present, Firgt Army unite are stationed at
Urumcht, Karashehr, angd Kucha; Ha-mi garrisons one detachment. The Sixth Aray,
under the command of Hsu Kuang-yuan's Secon.. Army Group, is at H’sing-hsing-hsia

to defend the Tun-huang- -An-hsi-~Yu-men st ‘1p of Kansu,

The First Army was given the task or mopping up Chinese Nationalist guerril-
las; it guards the Tun-huang—-Nan—hu strip and ig Prepared for any thrust ty the
Kuomintang general, Huang Tsu-hsun. Huang's guerrilla forces include Chinese,
Mongol, Uighur, and Kazakh irregulers who, having lived the nomadic life of shep-
herds and herdsmen, are able to sustain themselves by living off the land with
relative ease,
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After the great extermination campaigns which decimated the forces of Osman
Bator and his comrades in arms, Huang's forces ere now the only guerrilla units
operating along the Kensu-Sinkiang border. Military operations -- the hit-and-
run tetics of Babulah, the Mongolian chief, and of Husseyin, the famous Kazakh
leader, =-- are directed from Luang Tsu-hsun's Headquarters. Using the Tsaidam
and Ch'i-lien Shan for bases of operutions, Huang carries out surprise raids om
Communist outposts along the An-hsi--Hsing-hsing-hsia--Karghalik strip. Wang
Chen's Chinese Communist First and Sixth Armies are kept busy gusrding shipments
of gasolipe moving east and of grain coming west across the Kansu-Sinkiang border.

After the outbreak of the Korean War, officials and their families from
North China and North Korea flocked to Sinkiang. From 400 to 500 trucks now ar-
rive each month and the uncommonly large shipments of oil from the Wu-su fields
to the east have placed an additional load on Hsing-hsing-hsia's already heavily
taxed transportation facilities.

Soviet Army Enters Sinkiang

A%t present, a motorized unit of the Soviet Army is garrisoned in the suburbs
of Ha-mi in barracks taken over from the Chinese Communist Sth Reglment. These
troops are reported to be operating along the Ma-lien-ching-tzu--Ming-shul route,
but their purpose remains secret, It is possible that they are protecting the
Soviet Union's newly won spheres of influence in Outer Mongolia and Communist
China. Also, in the spring of 1950, the stretch from Kuldja to Urumchi was teken
®T by other Soviet Army units, the exact strength and identity of which are ag
yet unknown. It is possible that they total more than one division.

¢ The administrative districts of Chuguchak and A-k'o-su in the north are like-
wise alrecdy under Soviet Army control and the former Eastern Turkestan People's
Republic can now be considered part of USSR sovereign territory. This region has
#. the famous Wu-su oil field, the A-k'o-su gold mines and the potential uranium-

producing mines at Ch'eng-hua; it is rich in timber and grazing stock. The Wu-su
And Yu-men oll fields now belong to the Soviet Union, having been taken outright
from the Chinese Communists. No Chinese are allowed to enter the region and the
remeining technicians have already been replaced by Soviet experts. Yu-men at
one time had 11 wells and the Tu-shen-tzu field at Wu-su had nine. At present,

i most of the output of their expanded capacity is sent to the Soviet Union, vhile
the rest s sent to China.

The recent wholesale forced immi.“ation of Central Asien peoples to Sinkiang
have erabled the Soviets to restore conditions similar tc those prevailing during
! the regime of Sheng Shih-ts'ai and the authority now enjoyed by the Chinese Com-
munists 15 little more than that formerly exercised by the famous war lord.

Lact Hope of Sinkiang

Ise, former secretary-general cf Sinkiang, and a group of excellent intellec-
tuals representing every Central Asian racial and nationel strain, have set up a
. Moslem Turkestan League headquarters at Srinagar, Kashmir., They carry on the anti-
' Comaunist siruggle. @ .

In 1949, Isa exerted every effort toward the realization of self-government
for Sinkiang. He is an exceptionally well-bred and erudite man, appears gtrongly
anti-Soviet in political orientation, and enjoys the sympathy and support of the
youth of Sinklang. In the past, the pclicy of the central government of the Re-
public of China has been shaky and uncertain; it has been feerful of the USSR,
self-centered, and essentially unenlightened. The government did not clarify
its stand on independence for minority peoples, has been wanting in drive, has
been exceptionally slow to recognize that Sinkieng nationalism is the real enemy
of the Soviet Union and has in fact a powerful mass basis; and, in the course of
eventg, the government was unable to stave off complete collapse. °
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During the 2 years of Masud Sabri's governorship of the province, hi; co-
gperation vith Sung Hsi-lien in forging e united front among anti. Soviet netiona-
liets revealed great organizational strength: Akhmedjan was driven from Kuldja
in the "irst great victory of the "cold war."

Tn September 1949, when T'ao Chih-yueh, Burhan, Liu Meng-tun, and others
~abled their surrender to the Communists » Ise and Mohammed Emin regsolutely set
out from Urumchi and led over 100 young followers from southern Sinkiang into-
Indla. Masud, at the head of more than 200 others, started to follow. but was in-
tercepued ead brought back by Chinese Comaunists acting under Soviet orders. 1In
May of 1951, Masud was secretly execu! »d and over 3,000 Sinkiang nationalists were
also arrested and killed. OCrly Isa , Mohammed Emin, Shatahr , and little over 100
men reached Indla in safety. They are nov in Srinagar and have gathered around
them other esceped comrades for & last line of defense in the Himelayas, Con-
tacting T'ail-pei headquaiters, they have opened a propagandes cammaign directed
toward the Western democracies, raised the benner of nationalism, and prepared
for a protracted war.

There are over 10,000 refugees from Sinklang scattered throughout the coun-
tries of the Middle East. More than 1,000 have settled in Karachi, Pakistan.
Isa's headquarters at Srinagar is very close to the southern border of Sinkiang
ani - the Tron Curtain fell on that province, the capital of Kashmir became
t1. / source of news from the inside as well as the last hope of Sinkiang
nac..nalists. Isa has coined the phrese "I adhere to my own. philosophy™ to boi-
ster the self-confidence of Sinkiang peoples. The last chance for liberating the
20 m’1lion people of Soviet-controlled Central Asia and the 4 million inhsbitants
of Sinkiang and for the development of the cold war throughout the world, are all
inseparably bound up with "Isaism." The Kremlin apparently attributes more poli-
tical influence to Isa then does Washington. The strategic position of Kashmir
will decide the final scene of drama of Sinkiang.
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