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Balandino vhite marble and Ufaley greyish-blue marble in the Urals;
Lopotskiy white mardle eni Shroshe axd Saliyeti marble in Georgla; black
Davalu marble in Armenia; Golovino labradorite and red Lesnikovskiy granite
in the Ukraine; and Birobidzhan rose marble in the jewigh iutoncecus Ovlast.
In the southe:n part oI the USSL limestone and sheil rock is widely uaad
for building. (1) ’

USSR STEPS UP EXPLOITATION OF MINERALS
FOR_BUILDING PURPOSES
ﬁtmbers in perentheses refer to the appended sources J |
Main Sources of Materisls ’
The Soviet Union has large reserves of natural stome for building
purposes, including marble, granite. gabbro, syenite, labradorite, and
varioss types of Jimestone. The best-known devosits are: Prokhorovo-
The Laboratory for Physicomechanicel Research of Rocks, Geological
Institute, Academy of Sciences USSR, does research on building stone.
The laboratory is testing various types of rocks for use in construction .
of tall buildings in Moscow. More than 500 samplee have been tested.
Besides laboratory work, field reseerci: is carried on to determine
reserves of high~grade building stone. Field work is dome '‘in the Moscow
ares and in the Ukraine. There are rich deposits of limestone near
ESerpukhov, Aleksin, Kaluga, Tula, Venev, and Mikhaylov. This rock is
very durable and nomporous; it can be easily polished and is suitable
for facing interior walls. In addition to light shades of limestone, there
are some browvn and black varieties in these deposits. (2)

The Koyelga and Prckhorovo-Balandino Mine Administrations, Ministry of
Comnstruction Materials Industry USSR, have shipped to Moscow more than 70O
cubic meters of white Ural marble to be used in the Moscow State University
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bulldirng., The same project will soou receive rose Uzoek and red Nizhne-
Tagil marhle. Various types of granite have begunhto arrive from the
Leznikovskly, Golovire, Sokolovskiy and other quarries in +he Ukraine.. In
1949, the ministry's quarries will send more than 3,000 cubic meters of
gravite for Moscow romstruction projecte. (3)

Ukraine

The Ukraiue has long heen femous for its granite. This region has
mary riaparksble varieties of red and grey granite of different shades.
Near Zhitomlr, there are deposits of valuable lebradorite, s black stone
showing dark bluc and light blue iridescence in the sunlight. The best
granite derosits are in two areas of the Ukraine: near Zhitomir, and be-
tween Thaan' snd Kirovograd.

Resesrch work is alsc being done in the Transcarpatbian Ukraine, which
bags valusble colored and white marble. (2)

Grarite found along the benks of the Yuzhnyy Bug 1s not inferior to
Ural grenite. It has been used in the construction of many commmnity cen-

‘ters und theaters of Moscow, Kiev, {herkov and Odessa. In postwar years,

the Aleksandrovshiy Stone-Crughihg Plant, in Voznesenskly Rayor, Nikolayev
Jclast, ras produced and shipped to Moscow over 100,000 carloads of granite
o be used 1n building the subwuy and for the Moskva Rive. embankment.

Among Ukrainlan granite quarries, the Trikratskiy Quarry is foremost
in production, having fulfilled the 1949 plan. (&)

Caucasian Resources

There are large deposits of high-grade marbie in Kvemo-Svanetskiy Rayon,
Georgian SSR, which are insufficieatly utilized. An automobilie road, in
fairly good conditiou; conpects the marble deposits with the nearest railroad
station, Kutaiei.

This type of marble is very adaptable iz psocessing. Samrples were sent
o the "Gruzmramor” Combsre in Tbilisi in December 1946. H-owev~r, nothing
has Leen dope towsrd exp.isitation of these deposits. (S

Hountains of Armweria have inechzustinle resevves of nibuac) construcki-m
wateriais such as tuff, marble, and granite, These motesiuls sre naed in
many projects throughout the country. Iver £,000 cubls meters of race-colored
tuff have beer shipred “or construc*ion of tea factories In “errule., Kew
sanatnriume are being bullt in Sochi from colored varietics nf tuff. .arge
granite blocks are sent to Baku.

Stone quarrying for new ronstruction is expemding. Tuff-cutting machines
have been instslled in querries and store hauling has beeu mechanized.

New quarries have been opened in northern Armenia, where rich deposits
of cresm-colored tuff have been found. Twelve different shades of tuff are
being quasrried. The output of tuff blocks has tripled since the war. (6)

The Yerevan Quarry Administretion, Ministry of Construction Materials
Industry, Armenian SSR, fulfilled the 1949 plaa for gross production and
quantity of production on 20 August. Quarry workers produced 5,360 cubic
meters of tuff, 13,350 cubic meters of sand, and a large quantity of other
building materials above the year plan.
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The Yereven Marble Plant fulfilled the year plan for gress productien
and for main types of products on 1 October. (73

Enormous reserves of dark red and rosa-colored tuff have been found ca
the slopes of Agmagan Mounteln in Armeria, as well as large quantities of
pure sand. '

Workers of the Artiktuf Quarry imepi Shaumyan in Armenia exceeded the
10-month plan for tuff querryirg. Durirg October 1949, 1,000 cubic meters
of tuff were cut sbove plen. Quarry workers pledged to fulfill the year
plan by 20 November. (9} ‘

Tyumen' Oblast, RSFSR

Tyumen' Obleet is rich in mineral deposite of buildirg materials, in-
cluding quartz sand which is sultable for glass production, plastic clay,
end limestone. In the vicinity of these deposits there are large filelds of
peat, a good fuel for the glass and ceramics industry. Hovever, these raw
materiais are ‘nsufficieptly utilized. The demand for bullding materials in
Tyrumen' Cblast is constantly growing, but the local industiry and industrisl
wooperatives have done 1ittle to organize production of cementing materials,
e*s,  (nly very f-w.enterprises produce bricks,; tiles, and pottery. (10)

Westera USSR Republics

Molodechno Oblast, Belorussian SSK, has considerable resources of clay,
lime, chalk, and sand, which would make it possible to develop productioa of
various construction materials in a sufficilent amount to satisfy Zocal ra-
quirements. During postwar years, a number of enterprises were bullt in the
oblast for the production of comstruction materials. However, tue production
level is far from meetirg ihe growing requirements. The disparity netween
production and demand is iucressed by the failure to compiete the production
plan for construction materiels. For instance, the Moros'kovskiy Brick Pliant,
Ministry of Comstruction Materials Industry Delorussian SSR, completed only
54 percent of the plan. Local industry enterprises also fell considersably
thort of fulfilling the producticn plan for trisks and lime. Tile vroduction
hes not been organized at all. {11)

The Moldavian SSR also has a pumber of limestone deposiis. The Rybnitsa
Lime Plant tulfilled the 1549 year plan in Octcher; the plant had quarried
3,067 tons of stone and produced 1,122 turs of lime sbuve plen by that time.
The Kishinev Quarry Administration, the Meteuteskiy Lime Flant, the Tiraspol'
qravel Pits, and other enterprises fulfilled their year plans shead of
schedule. During a 9-month period, these enterprises produced 2 million
rubles' worth of buwilding meterials above plan. (12)

The "Saureshi-Salaspils" Gypsum Quarry, Latvian SSR, vas awarded an All-
Union prize by the Ministry of Construciion Materials Industry USSR for
meeting the second-quarter plsn 138 percent, decreasing gypsum costs 22 per-
cent, and releasing more than 120,300 rubles of state funds. (13)

The Nigozero scuists in the Karelo-Finnish SSR provide an excellent
construction and facing material. A geological prospecting party of the
Ministry of Construction Materials Industry USSR was sent to the location
of these quarries in 1948, It has been found that the schists are easily
processed and can be used in the production of window sills, railings,
plinths, and facing blocks. In a powdered form this material is used for

(e
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the production of phonograph recorde. By adding this powder to the mixture
used 1n producing records, their acoustic quality has been improved. Several:
schist deposits of verious colors have been discovered in the Kondopoga
region. (1k) ‘

Until now, Shoksha porphyry from the Karelo-Finnish SSR has been known
in the Soviet Unicn and abroad only as a decorative building stone. Stone-
cutters of the Shoksha depesits have recently begun to use porphyry for in-
dustrial purposes, such as the production of millstcues for grinding various
substances, and parts of ball mills, cement plants, and ensmelws~e work-
shops. (15)

The Estonian SSR has large deposits of dlatomite. The "Eesti diatemit"
enterprise has shipped a large quantity of diatomite above the 1949 year plan
to Leningread building organizations. It is widely used in industrisl and .
civilian constructior se a valuable heat-insulating material. Reserves of
diatomite in Estounia ave estimated at millions of tcas. In July 191&9, de-
. posits of diatomite were first exploited in the Narva--Iyesu-Merikyula and
. Riygikyula arees. A mechanized processing plant will be built in 1950. (16)

Kuzakh SSR Trains and Hires Experts

The Union Central-Asian Gecphysical Trust, Minisiry of Geology USSR,
is enrolling s“udents in 3~month courses for tachmical engineers of
geophysical expeditions. Persone with higher <ducation, incomplete higher
snd secondary-school education, are eligibls. Applicants must pass exemi-
nations in physics, mathematics, and Russian language, within a secondary-
school program. Successful students are granted a stipend of 260 rubles
per month. Classes begin on 26 November 1949, Applications mast be sent
to Alma-Ate, ulitsa Furmanova 110, Personnel Department. (17)

The follewirg workers are needed ia “he North for contract work: mining
engineers and technicisns, inclvding production engineers , Burveyoxs, con-
centrating plaut operators, blasters, drillers, electrical engineers, geolo-
glsts; mineralogists, nydrologiste, topographers, meteorologists » chemical
englneers, heat engineers, mecharical sngineers, hyd~otechnical engineers,
electric-wire commmiratiors technicians, postsl workers, economic engineers
and techniclans, chief end senlor accountants, pharmasceutists, and sutomo-
blle drivers with practicsl experience of at least 3 vears. TFor detiils of
employment avply to Alma-Ata, ulitsa Keliaina 87. {18)

SCURCES

1. Promyshlennost' Stroitel'nykh Materialov, No 35, 26 Aug %9

2. Vechernyayas Moskva, No 215, 9 Sep 49

3. Moskovskiy Bol'shevik, No 200, 25 Aug 49
4. Pravda Ukrainy, No 270, 17 Nov 49

Zarya Vostoka, No 227, 19 Nov 49

N W

Izvestiya, No 211, 7 Sep k9
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- Kommunist, No 259, 2 Nov 49
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9. Kommmnist, No 255, 1 Nov 49

10. Promyshlennost' Stroitel'nykh Materislov, No 36, 2 Sekp k9
11. Sovetskaye Belorussiya, No 228, 18 Nov 49 '
12. Sovetskays Moldaviya, Fo 213, 22 Oct 49

13. Sovetskaya Latviys, No 201, 26 Aug 49

14, TIzvestiya, No 269, 15 Kov 49

15, Koskovskiy Bel'shevik, No 272, 19 Nov 49

16. Moskovskiy Bol'shevik, No 229, 28 Sep 49

17. Xezakhstanskays Pravéa, No 224, 16 Nov 49

18. Kazakhstanskayas Pravda, No 205, 19 Oct 49
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