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I, TRENDS IN THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR

The 1949-50 school year began in the USER on 1 Beptember, The intro-
duction of compulaory, gensral 7-year education in rurel arees is the
most notable event of the new school year. Recurring press cowsents
on textbook and teacher shortages, inadequate skhool Bpace, and poor
attendance in some localities are svidence that this new progrem is

. meeting difficulties.

The press also stresses the importance of

raising the 1deological level of instruction, of increased Ruasian-
language instruction in non-Russian sckools, and of decreasing the
mumber of students repsating grades.

MJ;%M -~ This school ysar, by decree of tae Soviet
government, all ldren who have completed the fourth grade must entor the

fifth grade,

swell attendancs in Soviet schools.

and special educational institutions (1).

This intreduction of compulsory, gemeral T-year education will

In recent years, more then 90 parcent of ths
children completing primary (i-ysar) schools have emtered 7-yeer schools. About
half of the students finishing the T-year course bave enterad secondary genasral

This increment of stundents is being

handled by opening fifth gredes in primary schools (2), dy cpsning additicnal
£12th gredes in 7-yesr schools, and by opening new T-year schocls (3).

In Georgils, compulsory 8-year edncation is being introaneod in the rural

areas (4).

citles (5) ae vell as in other UBSR cities.
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Pour attendance criticlzed -- On 24 September 1949, Uchltel'skaya Gazats
printed & Aecree of the Council of Minigters Uzbek SSR and the Tek ¥P(b) Usbekistan
i on the general 7-year elucation of children in Niyazbashskiy Village Soviet, Tagh-
ot kont Oblast. Ths decree points out the failure of thie village soviet 1o ful-

- f111 satlsfactorily decrees 1ssusd lasgt susmer on the registration and full
enrollment in schools of school-age children. Kot only wers all children of
scheol age not reglstered, but onmly 1,266 of the 1,383 rogisterad attended
clasges, The decree points to the failure of responsibility of the chdirman
of the villege soviet, kolkhoz chairmen, and secretariss of primary Party and
Romsomol organizetions in this matter.

In an article commenting on the decree, Ughitel'skaya Gazeta stated thet
many other sxecutive committess of sovists have undersvalusted the lmportence
of general educaticn, It contimzed with the following cbservations: Local
soviet organs as well as people’s education organs are fully responsible for Y
carrying cut general education, Successful gensral educatlon is tha result 3
of enormous masg-pelitical work carried cut by Party end soviet crganizations S
and by echools. An important cause of poor attendeance is the lack of propa-
ganda end explanatory work directed towerd paremts. The Council of Ministers
Uzbek S3R end the TeE(b) Uzbekistan have called on kolkhoz managements and
rrimery Party and Komsomol organizations to discuss echool problems, to establish
coﬁtr?%)onr children’s activities, and not to divert children to sgricultural
work .

Shortage of teachers, schools, and textbooks -~ At a meeting of the collegium

of the Ministry of Xducation RSFER, it was reported that new 7-ysar schools in
ihe RSFER have not been manned with adequate teaching staffs! For example, 70
new T-yesx schools opened this year in Ealuga Oblast. They are short 29 Russian-
languege teachers, 37 mathematice teachers, and others (7).

During the 1948-49 school year, many Kazakh schools operated with two or
three shifts of students. A decres of the TsK KP(b) of Kazakhatan calls for the
elimination of third shifts and for a minizmm of second shifts this year (8).

At the same time, a Moscow secondary school is forced to hold 50 classes in
only 22 clagsrooms because of a shortage of aschool apace (9).

The plan for the 19495-50 school year calls for the printing of 170 million
new textbooks for Soviet schools. By 10 September, 96.5 percent of these books
kad been printed and 92,2 percent deliversd to book trade organizations (10),
However, many schools have hzd to begin classes without resceiving textbooks.
Many reporta received by the editors of Uchitel‘slnya Gagsts and articlas in
local newspapars speek of the unsatiafactory delivary of texthooks to mchools.
Many book trade organizations and people's education sections dilsplay exceptional t
sluggishness and bad administration in this matter. While textbooks are clearly
lacking in L'vov echools, these books have appeared in the city's markets at
increased pricee. About 70,000 textbooks were baing hoarded in the warehouses
of the Poltava Oblast section of people's education at tiie time the new school
year bagan. Thare are many similar cases of Poor organization (11).

As the result of decrees on 1deological questions iasued by the TsK VEP(1),
many courses and textbooks, particulerly on biology, have been revised. And as
Earukhstangkaya ¥ravda points out, the reorganization of the teaching of bdiology
on the basis of Michurin scisnce points the way for the reorganization of other
subjects (12). The folloving ariticle pudblished in Uchitel'skaya Gareta demonstrates
that the 1949 publication of textbooks has not been sufficlent to replace all
textbooks not following the new Party iime and points out the resulting difficuities:

The Ministry of Education REFSR explains that along with textbooks published
in 1949, textbooks publisted 1n proceeding years skould be used, with the excep-
tion of textbooks on butzny, zcology, humen anatomy and physiology, ané principles
of Darwinism. When toxtbooks of several different editichs are used in a school,
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it 1s recommended that only one editiocn be used in & given class. In the event
that there are goveral sditlens of a textbook in a class, the teachsr, in
assigning homevork, mist indicate exactly to tbe students where they can fimd
ths necessary infermastion, Instructions on which earlier editions of textbools
can de used are given In the list of textbocks for primary. 7-year, and sscondary
schools which wag distributed to ministries of education cof autonomous rspublics,
and to kray, oblast, and city sections of people's education (13).

Rugsian-language instruction held inadequate -- The teaching of the Russian
language in non-Russian areas ia being increasingly stressed. An ingtruction of

the Beventeenth Congress of the KP(h) Azerbaydzhan atated that "for us, the
Boviet peoples, the Russian languep: ... is the native language of our multi-
million, mltinational Soviet family” (1L)., In relation to this, 1t is interest-
ing to nots that Russlsn will be taught from ths secord grade in Armenian and
Azerbaydzhianian schools in Armente for the firet time thi: year {(15).

However, Bsveral reports criticize the quality of Russian-language instriuc-
tipn., At a EKazakh republic conference on pevple's education, it was noted that
Russlan l1s poorly teught in meny Eazakh schools, It wams stated that apecial
faculties for training Russian-languags tesmchers should be established in teachsrs'
ingtitutes (15). A. 8. Raud, Minister of Education, Estonian g8R, issued an order
on improving the teaching of Rusaian in Estonian schools. The wein shortcomings
there are poorly trained teachers and pour tsxtbooks. Sammer coursss will be
held for Russisn-language teachers to improve their gqualifications (17). Instruc-
tion of Russian in Eirgiz schoole hos also bsen criticized (18).

II. ATTRHDANCE, EXPARSION OF PRIMARY, 7-YRAR, AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Information from the Soviet press gives school attendance figures for
all republics, except Tadzhikistan and Turkmenistan, and for some
major cities and oblests, It should be noted here that the term
"achool® (shkola), refers to primary (4-year), T-year, and secondary
(10-¥sar) schools, Attendance at specialized secondary educetional
institutions (tekhnikuma) and higher educational institutions 4s not
included in these school attendance figures unless otherwise noted.

USSR -- Mors than 36 million persons are attending USSR schocls, specislized
secondary educational ingtitutione, end higher educational institutions this
school year.{19). Of this mmber, almost 34 million children and teen-agers
are ettending primary. 7-year, and secondary schools. Almost. 1,500,000 teachers
wi1) instruct them (20).

REFSR -- A total of 18,470,000 students, including 2 million for the first
time, are beginning clausscs today in REFSR gchools. The mumber of students
attending the fifth to the seventh grades has incressed by 2 million over last
Year (2;?. The. mumber of fifth-graders in REFSR schools has incréased by 500,000
in comparison with last year (22).

In Moscow, 613,000 children, including 54,000 first-graders are attending
‘the 550 gchools 4n the capital city. Thia 1s almost 20,000 more than last winter.
There are also about 50,000 youths attending the 139 young workers' schools in
Moscow (23). The emrollment im Leningrad City schools 1s 340,000, including
11,000 first-graders (24), while 165,000 students are attending schools in .
Leningrad Cblest (25). Kuybyshev City and Oblast schools have an enrollment of
mars than 300,000 students this school year (256).

-3_
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The development of peoble's education in the Tuve Autonomous Oblast wasg
bogun in 1944 when Tuvae was annexed by the USSR, How Tuva hes 140 schoole
with an attendance of 22,400 and & teaching staff of 1,100 (57}, In Sakhalin
Oblast, there ere now 537 schools, including 383 primary, 124 geven-year, and
3C secondary schoola. ue well as a teachera' institute and twe pedagogical
schoole. There are 90,000 students and 3,000 teachers . in the educationnl
institutions of Sakhalin (28). .

Ulorainian SSR -- Today, 6,401,000 school children began the new school
year in the 29,735 schools in the Ukraine (29). A total of 2,500 new schools
have been cpemed (30).

There are 107.000 children, inciuding 12,000 firgt-graders, attending
the 133 Klev achools this year (31). Another report states that attendance
at the 146 Xiev schools totals 214,000 children this year, an increase of 8,500 TR
over lest year. This :igher figare rrobably includes young workerst schools. i SIT
Eleven nev schocls bave beon cpened and the rumber of sscondary schools incressed . R
from T4 to 96, In Kuarkov Oblast 380,000 childwen have beguin the new school T R
yeur, an increase of 30,000 over last year (32). B

Bolorussisn SR -- More than 1,500,000 children are attending classes in
the 11,759 schools in Belormssia, Hundreds of nev schools have opened in

Vitebsk, Hogilev, Bobruysk, and in villeges and rural aress {33). In Minsk ;
38,000 children, several thousand more than last year, are attending clapsee (3h4).

Urbok SSR -- There are mow 4,665 schools, with more than 40,000 teachers , in
the Uzbek SSR. A total of 1,218,000 chiladren, k4,000 of whom ars eiglit- to tenth-
graders, are attending school this yesr in Uzbekistan (35). In Kashks-Der'ys
Oblest alone, attendance totals 94,060, which 1s 5,000 more than last yoar (36).

Eazekh SSR -- On 1 September, 1,200,000 Eazakh school chil@ren will begin
the nev school year. A total of 8.%9L gchools will be open in Kezakhstan this
year, Including 2,187 seven-year schools and 567 secondary schools. Ilast Year,
416 achool buildings wers comstrucicd by the commrdty efforts of Kazakh citizens.
The congtruction of 315 more school btuildings vas completed this summer. A total
of 3,60C,000 textbooks in the Kazakh language and 3,330,000 textbooks in the
Rugsian language have been distributed to schools in the Kazakh S8R for the new
acheol year (37).

Georglan S8R -- Attendance this year at Georglan schools is 745,000 in
comparison with ,000 last year. Up to 20 new schcols bave been constructad

in connection witL this expamsion (38).

zerbeydzhan S8SR -- A total of 600,000 students are starting the new school
yoau in Aze—“ayAzhan (39). \

Lithuanian 8SR -- More than 400,000 ¢hildren are attending ILithuanian schools
this year, Handreds of new aschools have been opened (40),

hmErﬁs_ -- A8 a result of the enormous work done on cultural reforms,
there are 1,924 schoole in Moldavia, including 696 seven-year end 106 secondary
schocls, whick ars atisnlsd by mors thsn 4C0.000 students (41). In commection

with the shift to compulsory 7-year education, 38,000 more children are attend-
ing Moldavian schools than last year (k2).

Kirglz 88R -- Attendance this year at the 1,700 Kirgiz schools totals
318,000, an incresse of more than 18,000 over last year, Fifty new schoolas have
been opened and the teaching staff auvgmented by 1,200 now teachers. In accord~
ance with the new gsneral education law, more than 40,000 students have entered
£ifth grades in 7-year and secondery schocls (43). All Kirglz and Russian schools
in the republic will be supplied with the necessary textbooks. As of today,
593,600 textbooks in the Russian language, or 70.7 percent of plan, and 622,500
tooks in the Kirgiz language, or 70 percent of plan, have been printed and dis- ,
tributed to the book trade network (k).
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"Armenian S8R -- There are 300.000 studente attending Ar;nenian achools this
year. Twenty new schools have been opensd in the remblic (5).

k_‘zﬂigﬂ -- ™n 1 September, 290,000 school children started clasass in
Latvie (46). 7Thess include the 6,000 students attending echool in Daungavpila,

an increegs of 1,000 over lest year, and the 6,200 etudents attending ILiyespays
schools, 600 more than last year (L7).

Bstonlan S8R -- More than 160,000 children, including 20,000 firgt-graders
started the new achool year in Matonia. General 7-year education has been com~
pletely rsalized in Bstonla., Hundreds of primery achools have been recrganized
as T-year aschools and the teaching statf expanded by 936 new teachers (48).

Another report states thet 150,000 children, including 19,000 firpt-graders;

, are atarting the nev school year in the 1,192 ﬁemral education gchools in

Bstonie. Ten nsw echools have been opensed {49

Karelo-Finnigh 88R -- In connection with the introduction of gensral com-
lgory T-year sducation, 71 nevw achools have been opensd in the Karelo-Fimmish
S5R. 4 total of 70,000 children are attending schools in the republic, incilud-
ing 18,000 for the firat time (50).

Turkmen 8SR -- Ashkhebad gchools suffersd ssverely from the sarthquake whisch
atruck the city last year. KNowsver. mchool activitiss did not stop. After the
eartiquake, schools were firat held under tents and then in it mporary quarters
constructsd with the aid of parents and older students. Thousands of citizens
have taken part in the restoration and repair of achools (51).

The following table shcws attendance at USSR achools (primany, T~yo&r, and
secondary) at the bagimming Of the 1949-50 schoo). year, and gives comparison with

1948 attendance, whers available:
. School Attendance

1949 1948
USSR 34,000,000 ~ --
REFSR 18,470,000 --
Moscow City 613,000 593,000 +
Leningrad City 340,000 -
leningiad Oblast 165,000 --
Raybyshev City and Oblast 300,000 - -
Sakhalin Oblast 90,000 (a) -
Tuva AO 22,%00 --
Ukrainian 8GR 6,401,000 -
Kievr City 107,000 (b) -
Kharkov Oblast 380,000 350,000
Belorussian SSR 1,500,000+ --
Mingk 38,000 36,000 (c)
Urbek 8SR 1,218,000 -
Tashka-Dar'ye Oblast ol 000 89,000
Kazekh SSR 1,200,000 -
Gecrglan S8R 745,000 698,000
Azerbaydzhan 8SR 606G, 000 -
Lithuanian S8R . 400,000+ --
Moldavian SSR - 400,000+ 362,000
Kirgiz S8R 318,000 300,000~
Armenian SSR 300,000 -
Iatvian S8R 260,000 -
Liyepayn 6,200 5,600
Deugavpils i 6,000 5,000
- 5 -
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(Continuca)

School Attendance

1945 | 1948
Eatonian SSR 150,000 {b) --
Karslo-Finnish SSR ) 70,000 . .

(8) Includes attendsnce at thres higher achoola
{b) Lower figure cited
(c) Scource states seversl thousand lese $han in 1G4Q

III. EIGHER SCEOOLS OPEN, PARTY CONTROL TIGETENED

The 1949-50 school year began on 1 September Por higher educationmal
ingtitutions as well ae for lower schooli. Soviet press comments
Btressed the importence of centinulig purges of professors and coursse
not following Party decrses on 1declogicsl questions, and of
strengthening Party control over the activities of universities.
Partlcular attentlon was algo paid to the ovening of new highsr
siucaticnal institutions snd to expansion of established facilities.

Editorial comments on higher schools -- According to Uchitel 'skaya Gepeta,

imortant work was carried ont durirg the lagt schocl year in 211 Scviet higher
efncational institutions on improving the quality of science instruction on the
basis of Leninist-Marxist methodology. The paper goes cn to say: “The decrees
of the TsK VEP(b) on ideoclogical questions and the Augnust session of the All-
Union Academy of Agricultural Sciences imeni Lenin ajded in improving the
sclentific-theoretical operation of higher educational institutions in all
fields of knowledge...... Bowsver, not all has been dcne so far. The positions
won mst be secured. The unity of theory and practice mist not only be talked
adout, but actually carried out in universities and institutes” (52).

In en interview with Pravda Ukrainy, 8. M. Bakhalo, chief of the Adminis-
tration for Higher School Affairs, Council of Ministers Ulrainian S8R, stated:
"Party decress on 1declogical questions have played an snormous role in the
11fs of Ulkxrainian higher educational institutions. Thoy helped to improve
significantly the teaching of philosophy, history, literature, arts, and blology.
Higher educatfonal institutions were purged of infiltrating hangers-or of bourgeois
pseudoscience -- Welgman-Morganists, cosmopolitsg, and bearers of the survivals
of Ukrainian bourgeois sationalism. Departments of meny higher educational
Ingtitutions have been strengthened by young scientists who etand fast on the
position of Marxist-Lenminist science” (53). .

Mcre strigent Party comtrol over sducation is also indicated in en article
in Sovetskays latviza. This article states that in recent times soms professors
and instructors at Latvian State University in Riga have fawned over Western
Buropean sciome and have failed to reveal the priority of npative sclence in their
loctures. The university has Irssd itsslf of bourgscis spscialisis who &0 mot
know how to and do not want to reconsider thair pseudosclentific 1dealistic
theories, says thle article. Control over the quaiity of imstruction and over
the content of lectures will be strengthenod this year, it concludes (5h).
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A Pravde article further demonstrates methods of Party control over univer-
sitios. The article remarks that after the liberation of Retonia, the dirsctora
of Tarta University re‘ainsd the university'e progressive professors and teachers,
Huindreds of new students, children of leborers, have entered the university,
ewelling its enroliment to 3,000, The university's Party orgunization is fight-
ing to liberste the university intelligentaia frow survivals of the past and to
ald them in acquiring a Marxist-Leninist vworld-ontlook, Tb» Party crganization
hag estublished a program for this purpose.

Study programs on Marxist-Leninist theory have besn get up for the tsach-
ing steff, Pravda contimes. "On the initiative of the Party organization,
biology lectures are now conducted on the basis of Michurin's teaching, It is
particularly important that students > in hearing lectures, know physics, biclogy,
literature, and art in the light of the teaching of Marx, ingsls, Lenin, and
Stalin..... A conference held by the Party orgenizetion pointed out that mAny
old teachers have been freed from idealistic viewpoints and have purified thelr
lectures of reactionary bourgeois teaching, In the new schoal, year, the Party
organization miat greatly strengthen the instruction of the teaching astaff on
the facts of the fight against survivels of the Past, disinterest in politics,
bourgeols objectivity, and grovelling before the authority of sclence.,... Ths
Party crganization is also striving for greater influence over ths work of
Romgomol orgenizations, sport groups, and student sclentific socletiss® {55}.

According to Pravda Ukrainy, the idoological~political education of students
on the great idees of Leniniem must be the center of attraction of svery higher
educational institution, its workers, and Party and Komsomcl organizations. The
sclence of Marxism-Leninism is necessAry to every spscilalist and fisld of know-
ledge. The chair of Marxism-Leninism has a special role in improving teaching
in general in higher educational institutioms, It is necessary to improvs the
quality of work of these chairs » to make them leaders in all higher edncational
Institutions, and with the aid of Party organizations, to improve the selection,
training, and retraining of teachers of Merxist-Leninist principles (56).

K. Galkin, chief of the Graduate Studies Bection, Ministry of Higher Rduca-
tion USSR, states in an article in Uchitel ‘skaya Gazeta that during the 1949-50
school year, higher educational ingtitutes and scientific research institutes
mst admit many more graduste students than last ‘yeor. Applicants for graduete
studles should be considered not only on the basis of generel readiness and
capability to conduct sclentific work, but also on their 18e0logical-political
preparetion (57),

Hote higher-school attendance, new schools ~- A. M. Samerin, Vice-Minister
of Higher Educatlon and Cerresponding Mamber of the Academy of Sciences USSR,
stated in an interview with Mosk: kiy Komsomolets that 197,000 new students
are entering the 830 USSR universities and institutes tF° s ysar, Of these new
students, 20,000 have been awarded 80ld and silver mefia:s. A totul of 750,000
students, 165,000 more than in 1941, are now attending Soviet higher educational
institutions (58).

Attendance at the 3,468 specialized socondary educationel institutions in
the USSR (59) is epproximately 1,250,000 (60).

A total of 128,000 students are attend higher efucational ins:itutes in
Moscow (61) and about 70,000 in Leningrad (62). Attendance at the 159 Urainian
higher educaticnal ingtitutions totals 135,000, including 33,500 beginning students
(63). In Moldavia, 5,000 students, 600 more than last yesar, are attending the
elght higher educational institutions in that republic. About 1,300 of these
are Tirst-year students (64).
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Now higher educational ingtitutions have heen openad in many Soviet gchools,
inclnding 31 teachers' institutes in the RSTSR along (65). These inatitutes will
sclencea, end geography for the fifth to seventh grades of 7-year and secondary
schools. The opening of the new pedagogical educetional institutions will
baaically solve the problem of teaching staffs to carry out general T-year
edncation (66). A pedsgoglical institute is opening in Kostrome {67) end teachers®
institutes, for the first time, in Southern Sakhalin and Gormo-Altay Antoncmous
Cblast (683, Teachers' institutes havs also been opsned in Bobruysk, Liyepaya,
and Soroki in the Moldaviasn SSR {69). .

Fevw egricultural institutes have bsen opemedinm Eostrome, Blagoveshchensk
{70}, and Ryazan' (71). The Ryszan' Institute has an egronomy and & zootechnology
facnlty, Ths S8cuthern-Ural Polytechnical Institute which has besn established
in Chelymbinsk will train spacialis‘s for Ural, akh, Bahkir, and Siberian
onterprises. The newly organized forsstry-engineering institute in Eharkowr will
?rag.n enginsers in mechaniration of logaing and gpscialiste in timber tronsport

. Not only have new idatitutes been establisked ut dozens of new facultles
and chairs have bDesn opened in older higher educaticnal institutions. Few
agronemy chairs have been created in Moscow, Leningrad, and in the majority of
other universities {73). The Leningrad Pedagogical Institute imeni A, I. Gertsen
end the HKheabarovak Medical Institute have opensd special dspertments for students
from national regions and okrugs of the Par Koarth (7h).
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