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KAZARH WATER RESOURCES NEED BETTER t)l’IIIIZA'IT[ON

Ka»nkhatan has abundent water resources, including seas, lakes, rivers,
springs, etc., but they have been insufficiently siudied. The natural water
reserves are unegually distributed ovor the wvast territory of the Kazakh SSR.
Te nerthern and wester. parts of Kazakhstan have a larger number of lakes than
the southern and eastern regions. .

Artificial water reservoirs built in pre-Revolution yeare are extremely
primitive and technically imperfect. During the last few years, the comstruction
of wete. reuvervciis has becoms more adwanced. In southirn and southeastern
oblasta reservoirs were built for irrigaticn, and In northern, western and
central oblasts they were tuilt mostly for water supply.

According to statlatical data of recemt yeare, there wvere 1,470 artificial
reservoire in the republic, out of which number 703 had been recorded in a system
«f regletoation (pasportizateiye). These reservolrs have an irrigation area of
870,000 hectares and supply water to 880,000 heed of cattle. The 1948 figures
show thet 36k resarvolira were used for water supply, 282 for irrigatlom, 123 for
pesturs irrigation, 12 for hydroelectric power, 32 for fish culture, and 9 for
rai.ing waterfowl. Theee Tigures show that most of the water reservuirs are in-
adequately utilized. .

In the interests of natiopal economy it is necessary to improve and utilize
fully the existing water reservoirs and speed uap.the coustmction of new ones.
During the next Five-Year Plan, it will be necessary to build not less than
3,000 ~ 4,000 water reservoirs, for three basic purposes: ressrvolrs for indue-
4rial centers, citles and settlements; reservoirs for crop cultivation; and

reservoirs for animal husbandry.

The northwestern and cemtral oblaete of Kazakhstan have iarge rivers, which
carry a considerable amount of water in epring when the snow zelte. For instance,
the Ural River with ite tributaries has a yearly flow of 11,400,000,000 cublc
meters, Uil, 250 million; Bmba, 290 mlliion; Temir, 180 million; Sagyz, 90 millien;
Turgay, 190 milliop; Tobol, 250 million; Ighim, 550 million; and Nura, 550 million.
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In addition, there are a mumber of smaller rivers in these oblasts, which can supply:
an additional 7,400,000,000 subic metere of water. Therefore, the waler resources

of the Kazakh SSR are considerable. The only trouble ia that the coefficient of
ut1lizetion is imadegquate, Of all registered artificial reservuvirs, only 282 are
meant for irrigation. The area wnder irrdigation is very email, omly 20,000 hectares.

A great dsal of work has to be done to regulate the supply of water in the
lower parts of the Syr-Dar'ys River, and in the basins of the Chirchik, Koles, Arys’,
Tales, Chu, Faskelen, I?1, Irtysh, Ural, Tobol, Nura, Ishim, Khobda, Uiy, Emba, and
other rivsre, It will also be necessary for the development of agricultural mechami-
sation to build kolkhez hydroelectric pover plants, wind-driven electric imstalla-
tions, and steam-electric power plants operating onm local fuel.

Mos% of the lakos in Eezekhstan contaln selts: Glauber salt in Eaet Kazazhstan
and eulfates in the northern oblasts. Therefore they present a valueble source for
the salt induetry. b L

The water rescurses of Kazakhstsa are insufficlontly utilized for fish culture,
in spite of the fact what thers ars unlimited possibilities in &this connection.
A epecial study has shown that 1,661 lakes anu ponds with 2 total water surface of
8,103,000 hectares can be used for fish cultura. It should be possidle to obtain an
additional 567,000 tone of fish per year, if this branch of fish indusiry were prop-
erly orgauized. The type of fish pravalent in Eazekbstan 1s carp. Carp ponds must
be dullté in Taldy-Kurgen, Kzyl-Orda, and some of the northern oblasts.

ilivers,« lzkes, ponds, and adjoining meadovs present favorable conditlcus for
fowl breeding. It hos been estimated that 217 million ducks could be raised in
Kazakhstan.

Kazaih SSR also offers posgibilities for muskrei raieing. Thie valuable fur-
bearing animal now inhabits the waters of 55 rayons. Muskrat-raising should be
more widely developed and should became a profitable trads.
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