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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

POIAND'S FOREIGN TRADE IN 1948

C. Eakhovskava

Poland‘as foreign trade turnover for 10 months of 1948 cuamparee with the sor-
responding period of 1947 us follows (in 1,000 dollars):

1947 1348

Total 422,730 820,773
Tmport 32,951 . o k7 ,63_5
Export 189,739 k03,138

Balance -43,252 -14, k97

Poland's ccmodity turnover in the past year was double that of 1947. This
increase in the volmme of Poland's foreign trade came abvout mainly as a result of
the oxpansion of Poland's econumic and coamercial ties with the Soviet Union and
the peoples® democracies vhose share in Poland's foreign trade increased from 36
porcent in 1947 to L€ percent in 1948 (for 10 months).

At present, Poland has agreements for economic :ollaboration with all the
peoples' democracies except Albania.

In comparison with the corresponding period in 1947 (8 months), the struoture
of Poland's foreign trade for 1948 is as follows (including UNRRA capplies):

(In thousands of toas)
Daports ' 1088

Grains 310.0
Beans, peas .-
Wheat flour -
Tobasco and 1 stxcr products 2.6
Meat and meat products 0.3
Butter, lard, animal fat 1.3
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(Conti_nuei) ’
{In thousands of tons) v
Irports 1947 948

Horses (head) 45,495 5,698

fattle (head) » 14,610 1,172

Faoliu, clay . 11.0 k5,9

Iron ore : 632.0 970.6

Pertilizer ‘ 196,k

Rav hides B9

Tannirg mataricis 6.9

Shesp's wWonl .

Cotton and by-yroducte

Plax and by-producis

Jute and by-products

Rubder snd rubber substitutes

<Props

Celluiose

Ceramic mroducts

Steel and iron

Machines, tools end slecirical
engineering equipment

Tocomotives and tenders

‘Railroad carse

Tractors

Automodiles
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Exports

Potatu flowr, mal*, berries and
vegetable food products

Fresh, froren, and salted fish

Bacon

Egge

Sugar

Cemont

Tedble salt

Coal -

Iignite

Coke

Benzene
a .

Woolen and se aiwoolen fabrics

Cotton fabrics

Linen fabrice

Timber

Paper and peper mroducts

Glass and glass products

Steel and iron

Railroad rails

Cast iron and cast pipes

8teel and iron pipes

Nachines, tools, and electrical
engineering equipent

Transpart squipment
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The structure of Poland'e foreign trade wae slightlr modified in 1948, Al-
though ooal consiituted the areater part of export value (64 - 67 percent) in.
1948, even with & general increass of the amount of cosl exported, its percentags

.value full to about 50 percert. During the seme period, postwar Poland resumed
“ite normal. yprevar sxport of agrioultural products. In 1947, Poland hed W impert
& congidepable amount of grain, wueat, cnd othe. food.iuffs. The growth of agrie
‘eultural production in 1940 mads 1t possible to dcereasc import of these produsis,
whoae value in 1946 and 1947 was 39.2 percent and 29,2 usrcent, respectively.
"This growth even made it posaible for Poland to onter the market (in the seocmd
helf of -tho ysax) as an exporter of gruin, dacom, poultry, eggs, aid other agri.
~duitural producte, which in 1943, constitutod about 15 vercent of all Polieh ex-
parts. By decressing imports of foodetuffs, Poland was able to-increase imports
of raw matorials, nonferrous metels, machnines, u«nd other products necessary to
vatiefy the growing demands of industry. In socordance with the treatiss son-
Gluded’ with Buasden, Czechoslovakia, England, Holland, and other countriss, Poe
‘land hag placed orders for industrial equipment with these countries. {Based on
‘date Trom: Wisdomosod Statystyczne, Ho 21, 5 November 1948; Dziennik W , 12
January 19495 Rzeczpospolita i Vzlennik Gospodarcey, 1 - 2 January Vs
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