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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

¢

WAR ys PRACK FACTIONS AND MILITARY RIVALRY
WORRY MAO TER-TUNG

. Inquiry among persoms who have cone-'ﬁ‘qa "liberated areas” roveals.that
vithin the Chinese Communist Party there are two factions » one for war and
one for peace, each vwith a measure of strength, Between them thers 1s fierce
conflict.

It is said that in the central plaius the war faction 1s led by Ch'en T
and Liu Po-ch'eng, Their moldiers have gained experience during 3 yoeers of
Porvistent fighting, Beveral victories 1sat year in Shantung and Homan have
greatly plessed Oh'en and I4un, vho think that théy have ever-victorious
arnies; so they are arrogant and deapise the government troops south of the : )
Ch'ang Chiang (Yangtze). It 1s reported that the one-eyed dragon, Lin Po- L
ch'ong, publicly said to bis sudordinstes, "Peace or mo peace, ve are going :
to fight across the river.” Between Ch'sn and Liu there is fierce antagonism
sxd mutual recrimimation. They mcatter leaflets and elogaus, sach agousing
the other of being gmrwolntfm-r;, of having poor military diecipline.

People in Coamunist ‘areas have often motised this.

: But on the question of "var,” they are of cne mind. They are obsessed
- . wiik military strength, belisving that it can at once sdttle the affairs of
the natiow, Here 1s a hidden obstacle to peace; for though the immer councils
of the CF vant peacs, it 1s quite a questiun vhether these military leaders
wiil follov orders; and how much more this is the case with their troops right
on the river bank. .

It 1s said that Lin Plao also is a var advooate. The Hein-hua radio in
Poi-p'ing auce quoted Lin Piac as eaying, "Pemce Goes mot count the Ch'ang
Chiang as & doundary.”

These ;three are the chief men in the war faction; but there are alao the
the army column lesders vho are very eagar for var. Every time they briet
their subordinates they speak of fighting douth of the river, *
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. Aceording to popular conversation in, Communist areas, the Yen-nan factlon
* in the CGP are older mer who partioipated in the "long March.” The large Lo k
‘mejority .of these men siiocete peace. They have spent 20 years in struggle; . v
‘they ‘are tired in bedy end mind. Out of the experience of these years of vay-
fare they Voll kmov that neither the CCP gor the EMT cen thoroughly destroy
"4he other by military might, and that an early pesce is better than contipuous
‘warfare, It is esld that Chou En-lai and others feel this way.
Again, the mlddle and lower ranks in the CCP mostly favor peacs. They
bave personally pxberienced the sufferings: of war , end they knovw that ver 18
hopeless. - How they emter fulrly decent citiee where they expericuce the
natural oraving for gecurity of life and a few phy*mal snjoyments. Eapscially
aftor entering Peiip’ing, T'lfen-ching, and Chi-na'did the material olvilize-
tion of thege big cities dezkle these Communist rustics?! They did not want
to fight; they Just gloated Over the things before their eyes which were now
theirs .

- These two fuctions are quite opposed to each other. Mao Tae-tung is
worried that unioss they cemse tc fight his party will deteriorate. And if
they £ight,’ the future 1s wery uncertain, When will there be &n end? - More-

".over there are meny changes in the iitermatiomal situation. Is 1t good for
the Communiet Party for fighting to continue? That is a big question.

The fnternational fsction which centers aroumd Li Li-gap hopes that the
CCP within the Gveat Wall will Zeep on fighting south of tlis river. If it
Xeeps on fighting down thers, the Commnist troops in. the Northeast will have
to De sent south of the Oreat Wall, in which case, the international faction
can completely control the nine provinces of the Northeast,

Again, after the Sommuniste selzed soveral of the large cities, they
wvere at & loss as tc hov to deal with the economy. Inflation, runaway prices,
_woarcity of commodities, all these problems gave them many a hesdache, and
made them think of poasible ways to pesace,

. The majority of people under Commmnist control hope for a return of
Nationalist armies, but this hope has now largely become a mirage. Nov they
yield a little and hoye 7or an oquitable peace, one that vill allov them life
with a littic freedom. :
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