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CHANGES IN SOUTHWRST CEINA RAIIROAD SYSTEM

.Avare of the fmportance of the development of ccmmanizations 4n the south-
vest, the Ministry of Commnicatlons has decided t= carry out the following two
lerge projects: (1) merging of tke Bucan, Xwangsi-Kwsichow, and Yunnan Raiiroasdas,
und: (2?:5:@11-11:3 of the Szechwan-Iuman Railroed, Lin ¥eng-chih, chief of the
2%apetiag Begiomdl Ritlresd Baxcew, has beea smmoned ic the capital for a dis-
owasitn on the matter. )

Begarding the first nndertaking, the Kwangsi.EKwelckow Rallrosd Burean will
asdume the responsibilities for two sesctiona, Tu-yun- Kol -yang and Kwei-yang-
An-slm, Vork 1s in progress om the first section and by ths erd of Jamnary
1949 should get ss far as Ewsi-yang. The K'un-ming Regional Rallrosd Burean
will take charge of the section from K'uneming to An-shur. The Ministry has
granted 1,600,000 gold yuan for surveying the Heuan-wel--Sa-shun sestion.

¥ithin a short time, tha Ministry hopes to resume work sn the Szechwane
Tunnan Railroad. The Chan-i {Yunnanj--lung-ch'ang (Szecawan) sectiow of this
1line Joins with the Ch'eng-tu--Ch'ung-sh'ing ssctlion, Perming a total lengtk
of moro than 00 kilomsters. Kost of the foundation for ths entire line was
completed befors the war. Tracks and scaffoldings » Barchassd {n large gquanti<
tiea frow the US, and originally intenied for the rapair ¢y ths Pel-p'inge-
Lisdxiag 2ailroad, have vesn diverted to this projest,
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PLAR POR CREATING VIETNAMESE PROVISIONAL ASSEMBLIES

Nguyer: Phan Long

) RS S The Provimional Central. Gvvernment of Viet Ham has prepared a bill estab-
’ R RN 11eking the organization, prerogatives, and functions of tho provisional o8-
sembliss of 7iet Nam. This bill has boen transmitted to the members of the
Council of Cochkinchina. General Iuan revealsd its major festures 40 the French
and Vietnamese Councillors during the private mesting of 2 Ootobar 1948, held in
; the palace of the President of the Coverrment of Somth Viet ¥am. In nswepaper
Heos : B articles, certain of i%s provisions have been used as a pretert for accusing
e R the President of the Provisional Central Govermment of daictatorial aims. We be-
S 1ieve it 1s permissidle 10 oxpress our opinion on this subject.

o _ R he Provisionsl Central Goverment is seeieted by: (1) the High Privy *_
: Council created by decree Mo S of 25 June 1948; {2) the Protisional Central i M
a i ant

Victnemese Ascembly, and {3) the Frovisimal Jolin antral Council of Bconomic
interests.

B ’ The members of the Provisional Central Vietnamess Assembly are to be k

v . olected by universal euffiage, 15 pev district for the regular members and five st
per district for the sltermate mombers, under conditions to be fixed by decres AR A
of the President of the Provisional Central Government. ’

To prevent the recurrence of euch charges by resctionaries, General Xuen
believed it meceasary to glve & democratic basis to tho future ageembly by
alopting univereal suffrage for the slection of its members. Now, universal
suffrage 1s not freely enjoyed except during absolute peace, vhich is far from
teing the case ai present. The present political situation 13 too confused
and uncertain, and the popular state of mind too bewildered and vacillating
4o permit the elactors to make & free and discerning cholce. The volicy of
understanling /with France/ is etill toc negative, supported as 1t is by
proniases umatified by France to permit the nationalist candidates -- who wiil
nphold thie policy -- to prevail against the opposition. This opposition wiil
be able to rap the natlonalist candidates for the incoherence and contredic-
tions of the French poliey, a8 well as for the ravages of the current war.
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dor wlil "me electoral sampsign wnfold without eomplisations, Outelde the
el s, and T tons undew Franch control, the campatgn 111 be practicelly
tmporilble. T lhs rest of the rountry, on the other hand. +he oppoaition
cardilates 111 be the omes to benefit by propegenda and pressure vhiek, though not
opan, will v uonetheless efTectlive and will assure their Tictory over their
opponsats. The st result will be that the Provisional Central Govermment will
1d 1t321f confoonled by a hostile assemhly whisk 311 thwart 1ts ection by
systematls obsiructlon Instead of facilitating iis task, :

The member:z of the Central Assembly will be able to interpellate the govern-
ment, elthar on gemeral policy or on a specific point, ; :

The interpellation car end in a vote of "no confidence," the text of which
w11l be transmitted to the Presilent of the Provisional Central Govermment. The
latter will decids, Ir cabinet meeting, what action *. take on the motion voted
by the Assembly. The govermment, acting both as Jude  and party to the case,
will issue a decisior from whick there is no appeal. But, In recognizing the
Assembly’s right to pess 2 vote of "no confidence,” while reserving to 1tself
the right to ignore such vote, 1f it 80 decldes, the goverrment will be pleying
a "no contest" game, vherein it runs no risk., Would it not be more logical to
accept the consequences of & principle which one has set or recognized himself?

As to the Provisional Joint Central Council of Econordc Interests, the
Iressnce of French members will be the obJject of bitter criticlsm cn the part
of the Vistnamese. Their presence would be admfssibre under the present state
of affairs, in which Cochinchina is st1ll under colonial 1ule , if the jurisdic-
tion and the legal authority of the tuture council were limited to this country,
but this council will embrace all Viet Nam.,  In addition, 1t will be called to
deliberate on a mumber of aspecific questions. Now, the French membership in a
deliborative assembly of the Associated Sta*e of Viet Nam 1s Ircompatible with
the sovereignty of the latter. The fact that the French members are simply
appointed, instead of Leing elected, in no way deiiacts from the objection on
oconstitutional grounds to their presence in & deliberative 29sumbly of Viet Nam,

Furthermore, the Frewch of Tmlochine will naver agree to their representa-
tives in eny assembly heing appointed. They clearly expressed this opinion on
the occasion of the appointmsnt of the delegates to the Assembly of the French
Union ari of the one Councilior of the Republic allotted t5 them. They heve
dewandel that the vrinoiple of electiom be re-ostablished, but appointments
contirue, not, as they obstinately maintain, from trickery or abuse, but through
the mer- application of tbe provisions of the French comstiiution. These piv-
vislons mst be modified, if one wishes to replace the appointment system with
that of elsction. The election system 78 also ~ontrary to the rrinciples of
constitutdonel and international puhlic law.

_dvcouree to universal suffrage seems to us no more advisable In electing
the Vistnamese members of the “ouncil them in elacting Vietnamese members of the
Contral Assembly.
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