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e MACHIRE.TENDIRG STATIONS AND TRACTOR DELIVERIES IR THE GDR

Thie repcrt consisis of information po

| the deveiop- ‘ 50X1-HUM} -
pent and operation of the MAS (Machine-Lending Staticns) and[ | 50X1-HUM I
on itractor prices and deliveries in the GDR (German Demo- - -

cratic Republic). 50X1-HUM )
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e The MAS were set up in line with the land yeform program of the GDR. HMost
’ ot the tocls and horse-dravwn machines in the GDR were given to new farmers, but
large tcols and mechines, particulariy tractors and thresning machines, became :
common property of the Farmers' Mutual A1d Society (VagB). The machine pools i
. of the Junker farms were antiqusted, snd had besn neglected during the war.
’ More then 50 different types of tractors vere taken over by the local commis-
sions, which meant that the 514 MAS stations all had to be provided with ex-
tensive replecement part supplies. Total investment in 1951 ﬁor nu§7 wvas 1133
4 million IM (Deutsche merks), and 45.2 million IN for wages and salariss and
T 3 for expendjtures in excees of the plan.

1t is important for farmers that the tess charged by the MAS have now been
standazdized. According to the Gesetzblatt der dsutschen demokratischen Republik
{Legal Gazette of the GDR), No 1EB, 1950, fees for needy sEall-sized farms ere
! to be lowered by 30 percen’ snd those for needy middie-sized farws bty 15 percent.
ﬁh: period when this reduction will take place is not indicat.edJ At the spe-~
cial request of faraers, under favorable circumstances, fees for borroving ms- -
chinery can be paid in kind.

The State Secretariat for Matsrial Supply in the State Planning Cosmiseion

must grant the following fusl for the MAS ?he period for the fusl allocation

_ is not indicated, but 1951 was penciled in in the nrgit_17 : 19,000 tonaof

il diesel fuel, 3,740 tons of motor oil; 150,000 tons of brown coal dbriquettes,

’ 8,300 tons of gasoline, and 3,800 tons of petrcleum. The German Fuel and Pe- -
troleunm Center (DEKMZ) and the German Trade Center (nnz) for floal are respor- .
gible for scheduled deliveries.
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Development of the MAS

In 1951, the MAS were for ithe First time incluled in the Economic Plan for
the GDR. In 1950, %the MAS hed en ioternal plen only,

Altheugh, on 3). December 1949, the MAS had 52l stations, by 31 December
1650 it had only 51k ststions. The ten staiicns were lost for the following
Teasons : '

1. Dissolving of statlons whose locatlona did not warrant their continua-
tien. : )

2. Desolving of stations because of undetermined ownership of areas and B
buildings. ]

3. Combining of atations whose work overlapped, in order to ease adminis- -
tration. :

During the year ﬁquo_s], the MAS acquired ;320 new tractors, which was |
a 5l-percent increase, and brought the total number of tractors to 10,83k,
On the sverage, T1.9 percent of the tractors were in operating condition. Dur-
ing 1950, the number of tractor plows did not increase to the gome degree &8s
tractors, so that by the end of the year no plows wera avallable for about 200
tractors. However, the situation variee in the different Laender. At the end
of 1850, there were more ‘plows than tractors in Brandenburg and sacheen, where-
as in Thueringen, Sachsen-Anhalt, and Mecklenburg the opposite was true. This
proves that the MAS must improve their planning in the distribution of plows.

The drill machines of the MAS were not utilized to thsir full extent. How-
ever, since the MAS did not fulfill their drilling contoacts, bad planning is
evident.

Ko new binders were added during 1951. The 4,383 binders owned by the
. MAS st the end of 1951 are not sufficient to meet the farmers’ needs. Ninety-
_______ 4 -~

one percent of the contracts vere fuifilied. A consideérabi¢ incrsase is pianne
for 1952.

The number of threshing machines incressed to 7,072, or 1UT percent of
the number at the end of 1949, However, these are small machines.

There was no significant changs in the number of truck trailers. With
only 2,838 trailers on hand, the MAS vere unable ic give adequate assistance
to farmers in bringing in the root crop harvest end in transporting lumber.
Perticular difficulties were encountered in Brandenburg and Mecklenburg.

To mechanize the rcot crop barvest to a greater extent, the MAS must be
better equipped with potato diggers (K&rtoffelvorratsroder) and beet lifters.

%r&tmns

In 1951, 1,644,000 hectares of middle plowing (mittleres pfluegen) were
done by MAS tractors, an increase of 25 percent ovar 1950, Performapce per
trecter averaged 162 hectares of middle plowing. Field work conatituted 6b.4
percent of all tractor work, amounting to 1,055,000 hectares, ag compared with --
731,000 hectares in 1950.
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Fiel. work dope by MAS machines, by size of farms, wes es follows: » ' ) a
Farms with less than 5 h.ctares 165
Ferms witk 5 to 10 hectares 568
Farms with 10 to 20 hectares 1%
Farms with 20 to 50 hecteres 11%
0f the sgreements signed for field work, the MA5 were uasble to £inigh o ) : ]
153,000 hectarss of mediuvm plowing, or 12 percent of the total wourk losd. The o F .
percentage was particularly high in Sachsen-Anhglt, whers unfulfilled» contracts - nei : E
4 apounted to 25 percent. > :
it ehould be mentiomed tist Sechwen-Ahaly, in Teiabicn o itz cine :;.:;:2.
1 number of stations, has received the fewes® new tractors amd owns the most old 3
tractors. These old tractors will have to be exchanged systematically for rew - _ . ) :
; tractors during the coming year. S
3 There was sn insigniPicant change during 1951 in the hsuling done by MAS : . ‘

4 tractors for other consumers. However, hauling spece during 1951 was used to
- s . better adventege, 8z can bLe gosn from the following yercentage incresses:
- - R © hours, 39 percent; kilometers, 37 perceat; ionuege moved, 4G percent. On the
) ' other hand, tonnage moved by trucks increased oniy 2 percent, whereas hours
: and.distances traveled increased by 19 and 16 percent, respsctively. This
S ghows that more empty trips were made during 1951.

The tctal threshing done {1.556,000 tons) amounted to 26 percemt of the
entire grain harvest, The average performance for each tkreshing machine fell
’ from 0.772 ton per hour in 1950 to 0.720 ton per hour in 1951. Because the
threshing machines are becoming obeolete, only 55 percent of them were in cper-
ating condition.

o~ Fuel Consumption

Fuel supply, with & few scattered exceptions, was satisfactory. Of the
diesel fuel consumed, 66 percent was uged for field work, 7 percent for thresh-
ing, and 26 percent for tramsportation. For each hectare of field work , 30.1
kllograms were consumed during 1950, and 27.2 kilogrsms during 2951. This is -
a8 decrease of 10 percent.

v In Thueringen the consumption ner hectare was 20.1 kilograms; in other
Laender it was considersbly higher. The MAS in the other Laender aust try to
follow the example set by Thueringer in lowering fuel consumption par hectare,
through the wider use of instrument coupling, the muitiple-shift system, and Ca
better organization of the work load,

Lebor Force

On 1 December 1951 there was a shortage of sbout 500 tractor and truck
drivers. The shortage vas particularly great in Brandeaburg and Sachsen, tut
in Mecklenburg, also, not all tractors were munned. The ceuse is often the

. poor housing situatiou, the insdejuate aanitary installations, etc. Better
compensation for tractor drivers will be necessary. :

n! '..

0t the total work time of tractor drivers, "column” workers, asd seasonal g

. workers, 1.3 percent vas paid in performance weges (i.e., vages determined by . .
the amount of work performed). Wo over-all, valid norms had teen set up in 1951. i
. »
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During 1952, attempts will be made te iniroduce performsance wages everywhere,
When computing the total hours of ocutput, consideration must be “aken of the
fact that tractor drivers work im the fields only 120 days & year. However,
in such places as repair shops, performence vages can 4pply for the entire
year.

* *

Memorandum From Agricultural Planaing /Section of the State
Planning Commissaion?/ Regaréing Prices and Deliveriss of Tractors
in the Pive-Year Plan (Berlin, 17 March 1951) -

Upon the orders of Minister Rau, the price per tractor (&ll types) was
Bet atv 12,0 DK 1n 1¥1, : ) . v

In 1952, 30-horsepows: tractors will cost 12,000 DM and LO-U45 horsepower
tractors 1,500 DM,

Begloning with 1953, the prices {or all tractors (including 50-horsepover
caterpillar trectors) will everage 12,000 DM each.

Delivery of agricultural tractors is scheduled as follows:

1951 - 1955 1951 152 1953 1954

30 hp 11,500 1,900 2,200 2,500 2,500
40-45 bhp 20,100 4,000 4,100 4,000  &,000
50 hp 3,500 - -~ 1,500 1,500

Total 35,500 5,500 6,300 8,000 8,000
File Meuorandum From Finance Planning, Pian Ccordination,

State Planning Commission, ca 1951 Prices lor
Tractors {Berlin, 22 January 1951)

According to Mr Terstegen of the Main Administratiorn for Price Folicies,
Ministry of Finance, there 13 u discrepancy ia tho average prices for tractors
for 1G¢1.

The finance plan of the VVB IFA (Federation of People-Cvned Plants for
Vehicle Parts and Accessories) provides for ‘,the following tractors:

Yo of " Price per
Tractors Tractor Total Price
{DM) DM

30 Lp 1,900 15,563 29,569,000 !
4o np 4,000 . 18,450 73,840,000 ?

Total 5,900 17,527 103,409,000

The Investmant Plan provides for 5,000 tractors at 12,000 DM elll, or =
total of 60 million DK.

ot ST = xe 3 KRR Fa = g .
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This mesns & %3.k-million DK discrepancy in the ataie budget. BEven If the
same number of tractors vere used &8 & bagis, there siill would be a 32.6 mii-
1108 1M discrepancy (5,900 units at 12,000 DM each equals 70.8 million DM;
103.k millfon - 70.8 million equals 32.6 mtllion).

In & discussion with Btate Secratary Rumpf', it wag decided thet the Inveat.
went Baok would receive thr difference betveen the ectual price and the prices
provided in the invesimant plan for the state budget.

EX M . 3 i
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