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Securitz Measures and Controls

1. The pagasta (district) of Nitaure, Latvia /57 © ob 'North-25° 14t East]
takes its name from the small Settleaent of Nitaure which is actually
the administrative center. The Pagasta was about seven km wide and 15 km long

.Enclosure ( Being en inland area of no importance, there were

few restrictions placed upon the latvian people during the first Boviet
occupation (1940-1941); the inhabitants were permitted to travel freely.
There were no military irstallations nor sensitive industries in the
Pagesta and therefore, there were no areas forbidden to the pecple. Neither
were there any check points. In April or May of 1941 the Soviets began
to issue special latvian-Soviet passports to replace the old passports
of the rapublic, However, these were only given to the residents of the
larger cities and communities. They 414 not get around to issuing them
to the people in the rural areas; the passports of these rurs) people
were merely stamped. In June of 1941 the Boviets began to issue a special
type of passport to certain people who were to be deported. These people
vere, in effect, standing by for deportation vhen the Germens invaded the
country. Because of the rapid Soviet retreat, they were unable to carry
out their deportation plans for these people. I do not know of the ex-
istence of any of these passports in the US. There were no special doc-
uments or identification cards issued in the Kitaure area.

Data on the Sw Area

2. The terrain of Nitaure is primarily rolling. To the north, north-west
there are small hills and valleys, the hills rising about 120 meters.
The sdninistrative center, Nitaure, is built on a small knoll which rises
sbout 50 meters or so. Throughout the entire area .here were aumerous
trees, primarily pine and vhite birch, To the north, north-west there
were fairly heavy, wooded aress. Then, t00, each farm hed & wooded
Plot. There were thickets scattered throughout the ares. - Being primarily
faraland, thou\nu-nplouothuhmu that would be cut in
the fall for hay. The pasture aress were usually of short grass vith
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tall trees scattered thiroughout. Hazel nut bushes, blueberries, straw-

berrie7 fh raspberries and thorn apples grew in abundance.
v Wit

“There was no-industry ip the pagesta;oll of the lend was teken ' up in

small farms.. The .ground has very few rocks and is easily cultivated.
Each farm l:d fruit trees of apple, pears, cherries, plums ~nd some

other samll fruits. Wbeat, rye, potatoes, beets, turnips, and most
types of small gerden vegetecbles were the common crops. The growing
seeson is from about the end of April to the middle of September. Each
farm vas fairly self-supportmg, having cattle. sheep, pigs, chickens,
turkeys =nd horses. Most of the farmers maede their own cloth from wool
from sheep grown on their farm, There being no railroad at Nitaure, famm
produce for market was teken by wegon to Ligetne for rail shipment to
the larger cities.

The main roads from Nitaure are, (a) to north-wect to Ligatne where it
connects with the Riga highway, the principzl highway in all Latvie;

(b) south and west to Melpils; (c) south to Zeubc =ad Madliena and east
‘4o Skujene. The road to Ligatne wes puved with zsphali, the only hard-
top road out ~f Niteure. The other moin roeds were of sand end prevel
with ell secondery rozds of dirt. All were esbout 18 feet in width, round-
ed in the middle to provide dreinege cnd with shoulders ‘of ebout two feet
'sloping off into ditches’on either side. The danger spots were marked
with metal signs o.bout two feet: squure indicutimr the "type of danger with
e c.uzve, cross road etcy; they he.d no printing on ‘them; The: roads were
nu. identified by route nurbers, however, at ‘cross ro#ds’ there ware
wooden: signs -showing the direcvion to the various towns. Then, too,

vhen leaving the pagasta there would be a wooden sign indicating the pa-
gesta into vhich ope was.entering. During the heavy winter snows, travel
was difficult and horses and sleighs were used almost exclusively, ex- -
cept for .a motor bus whiech traveled to Riga and in between points. In
the summertime there was & lot -of yellow dust which rose from the yellow
sand used on the yroeds. In the spring end wet weather the mecondary dirt
ronds webe': very muﬁﬁ except where they had ‘been graveled. Thei'e was nct
too much traffic'on the roads in the Nitoure aread. There were no more
than ten motor vehicles, including passenger cars and ‘trucks, All other
travel was. by horse and wagon. The Niteure-Ligatne road was the most
traveled route because of the railroad depct at Ligatne. During hu.rvest
time there was c great deal of local wagon traffic on all roads.
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lamap the pagasta of Niuuve‘

As can .e seen there was. no speciul vattern. The administrative centers
of eath pagasta were about seven to ten km spart. The Luundaries of the pagastas

were not. officially marked with markers except by the farmers living
on such.boundaries; they would- then place stone markers on their fzrms
showing the pagasta in which they were located. ' Then, too
ere were roed signs showing the boundaries. The admin-

strative center of Nitaure was quite smell. Here were-located the
Russism Orthodox Church, the Lutheran Church, the Post Nffice (‘and tele-
phone.and telegraph.center) the school house, berbeér shops, apothecary,
dairy, flour mill, lumber mill, coop store and the secretary of the dis-
trict. Other than the people connected with these offices and organi-
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zations there were very fe other residents.

About five km.to the west, north vest of the Nitaure pagasta there be-
gins s svampy area.vhich is considered the best hiding place in all Latvia,
It wvas formerly an old lake and stretches to the wvest for adout 60 km.
There are numerous small, -pine covered islets in the swaikpy ares as well
a8 high bushes which offer excellent conceslment both on the ground and
from the air., Various types of edible -berries can be found in the ares,
mostly cranberries. Then, to0o, there are fish and stall game such as
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rabbits and some wild birds, During both the Soviet and later the Geruan
occupations, many psople hid successfully in this swaupy area.

Ts. ~located. in the Post Office at. Nitaure were the telephone .and telegraph
centrals. The wires were atrung mainly along the roads leading to Ligatne
and to Malpils and Zaube, ‘he first electricity was brought to Nitaure
ebout 1942 from Madliena which in-turn got it from the main Latvian pover
station at Kegums., Previously, & farmer named Ziemels-had a small wind-
mill driven power plent on hkis farm which. provided electricity for him-
self and two ‘or three neighoors. This was the only electricity in the
gres prior to 1942, There were np air fields in the pagasta. The only
eirplane that ever landed -in the area vas a samll German' observation

plane that made a rorced landing near Ligetne. [ |it had e 50X1-HUM

great deal of difficulty in taking off because of insufficient space.

However, there were some cleared fields that were fairly level where|:| 50X1-HUM
small  airplanes could land end take off; these areas would: be in SUXT-HUMI

the southern portion of the pagesta and with earth moving machines, suit-
able landing strips for larger planes could be made.

Socioclogical Factors

8. | | the total population of the Nitaure pagmsta in 1939 50X1-HUM
wes about 1500 people; the total number of families was about koo, At
that time there were about fifteen women to each man. There were one or
two Baltic German families but these left vhen repatriation: began in
1939. -The balance of the people were Letts, During the Gema.n occupa-
tion Soviet pgrisoners of war were brought in and uged to assist the
verious farmers.

9. The clothes worn by the majority of the people were of ‘homemade wool.
The winter dress was usually & knee-length leather coat (sometimes lined
with sheepskin); sheepskin hats (with the smooth leather side out) and
high leather boots. Trousers wers grey wool and shirte of either wool
or cotton, - Surmer dress was usually a pair of lightweight wool or cotton
trousers.and a vhite shirt. Instesd of the usual necktie, everyone wore
a thin exbroidered, string-type tie. The native, lLatvian dress was worn
only on national festive occasions. Men vho were inafficiel positions
wore suits of the western style, the.material being puxchased at the
local cooperative store and tailored by one of the three tailors who did
work in their home. Most - the women wore woolen clothes in winter and
cotton or linen«ia summex, dependipg: on their positionc.Alk made their
owvn clothes At home with the exception of a fev who hed certain. type
suits and heavy coats tailored. Many different types of cloth could bte
purchased at the cocperative stors., There was no distinctive clothing for
the pegesta. As was common throughout Latvis, most men's suits were of

grey Vool .

10. The living conditions of the people vere excellent. There was plenty of
gu.d ood and clothing, even though much of the latter was.homemade..
Living in rural areas they suffered from very few diseases. Some of the
common types of disesse were measles, pneumonia, and isolated cases of
Jaundice and diptheris.. School children were examined every four months
by & doctor and treated for any afflictions they had., There were few
""tﬁ‘; and most: of, these.vere.made &0 by accldents .in.tbe forests_ or
on arm.

1. m pagesta had two churches, a Russian Orthcdox with about five hundred 50X1-HUM
members and & Lutheran with ubout one thousend members. Everyone got a-
long vell together and theouc were few disagreements. All were deeply

religious.
; - end -
~ ENCLOSURE (A): Sketch Showing Layout of Fagesta of Niteure, Latvia
) ' 50X1-HUM
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