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3. In 1946, a "Friend's Club®™ (Japarese literal translation) was organized in R
each cauwp and was headed by a political agent. Many methods were used to 4
persuade the pria “2rs to Join this club. The most elfective plan was to
give the prisoners newspapers ; vhich were then used to roll their cigarettes, i
inasmch as all available paper had been used, including dictionaries, diaries , 3
and personal pepers. Therefore, many joined the Friend's Club merely to
receive a newspaper. The newspaper given the prisoners come from Khetarovsk,
vas printed in Japanese, and wes solely Soviet propaganda, The propaganda
was well organized and informative. This baper vas distributed throughout
Siberia. At first the paper was issued twice veekly, later tri-weekly, and
eventually was distributed four times a weekX. It was the 08t sought-after
commodity, and even though all were undernourished, sore prisoners even
traded bread for pieces of newspaper. Articles from this nevsnaper were read
and discussed at the meetings of the Friend's Club. ALl merbers of tas clud
vere called upon by the political agent for their impressions and views. In
thie ranner, the agent was able to claseify the members es to their political
thinking to determine those who could be most easlly swayed toward Communism,
or to determine what drastic msasures would be necessary to succeasfully
convert thoee who showed no interest in Communism.

L. Bhortly after the Friend's Club vas orgenized, the name wes changed to the
"Derceratic Group," At this time, the political agent changed from his
tough and ruthless pose in an attitide of tolerance and mildness. At no time
d1d he or his subordinates attempl to force Communism on the prisoners, but
they very cleverly and underhandedly made 1ifo miserable for thoae who would
not accept the doctrines of Communism. Special privileges ware given to
those who showed a willingness to adopt the Soviet doctrines, and extra
dutles vers given to those who refused to cooperate,

5. The head of the Democratic Qroup in each camp vwan also Chairman of the Cantral
Committee, The Central Commitice wus made up of the following departmentsi
Political Department, Welfare Dapartment, Oivil Depertmont (which included |
reoreation, amusement, and entertainwnts , and the Propaganda Department. The
Chalrman of the Central Committee and the department heads formed a General
Committee (Japanese litersl translation), The Ganeral Committee was comprized
of "actives," hard-core Cormmists who had been tested and proven loyal. There
vas et least one ective in each squad of 15 to 40 men, The active vas tvhe one
who policed the squads, and the prisonsrs who latsr agreed to cooparate acted
as his assistants. During the transition period frem the Friend's Cludb to the
Democratic Group, the sctives wers vakmown. Squad meetings were held at every
opporiunity - bafore breskfast, during waiting periode, lunch hours, and every
svening.

6. A youth group, in which menbers had to bs undgr RS years of age, was organised
within the Democratic Group. The maximum &ge limit was leter changed w4 30.
At first, the youth group was s department of the Central Comulttee, dbut
later it became a separate group. However, it was under the supervision of :
the Chairman of the Central Cormittee. Particular emphasis was placed on the H
youth griiup, which rscsived special atiention in all matters. Officers of
this group were dslegated more authority than the officers of the oldsr aroup.
The indoctrination program was organized to appeal to the youth. Nembers of
the youth group received ‘badges of distinction, which werswrn with great
2ride, and vhich rated special ettention. The youth group was encoursged to ]
d4» much singing. The songs were eithe. fighting songs or those depicting
heroes. BSpecial meetings were held for this group and they were told tales
of grest exploits of the USSR and of 8oviet leaders., The woridly
gains to be made in vhich they were to play the leading role were strongly
stressed. USSR history, the basic theories of Cormunism, snd other subjecte
vhich might have besn considered dull by the youth zroup, and which wawe :
orainarily given to all other Priscners, vwere omitted in the indoctrination of :
the youth. Orstoriel contasts wers held in the youth group and all were -
encouraged to cozpete. The youtl were rep~stedly assured that they vare “the
ones™ vho would lasd the futurs revolubion sa Japan G drive out the prevalence

of U8 influencs.

25X1

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600040196-1



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011£9|7/21 . CIA-RDP80-00809A000600040196-1 |

——

CONFIDENTIAL

-3 -

7. In 1946, a District school was established at Hormoli where the headquarters
of the Democratic Group and the Central Comittee were located, and where the
department heads of these groups were educated. The course lasted from two to
six months and in some cases for elight or nine nonths. Later, a large regional
school wes established at Ihabarcvsk. While the officials cf the departments
atter’ed these courses, their deputies were placed in charge of the camps. After
the return of the department heads to the camps, their deputies attended and then
the actives were compelled to attend. All vho ettended the echool gave detailed
accounts of their experiences to the entire carp. These reports seemed very
childish to the better-educated prisoners, but to the others, this well-planned
propaganda was extremely effective. Reports were given of the good food, of
the many banquets, and of the visits to the homes of typical Soviet families.
The wonderful life of people of the Soviet Union, the exceptionally nice treat-
ment given the prisoners by these people, and wvisits to different cities were
elaborated upon. Many examples vere given of the democretic life in the USSR
such as the folloving: A man interposed himself in a line waiting for s bus.
Those in line had the authority to conduct a court and ismedietely did so. The
sentence imposed was thet he could not ride any bus that day but would have to
walk. The prisoners stated further that there were no gusrds, end they could
come aud go as they pleesed. They were not treated s priscncrs in any way.
The prirona+—s were exposed to this propaganda each time g group returned from
school, the purpose being to instill in the reactionists the need to accept
Commnism for the benefit of thei- future security.

8. After the Democratic Group was organized in each camp, the head of the
Committee held Kangaroo courts for eve
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9. At Gorin, the disocrimination wes wre styict., The reactionists wers given all
the hard labor, the extra Jobs, and ths most disagresable Jobs, such as
cleaning the latrines. If a train arrived on Sunday (all trains vwere unlosded
immedistely because of the shortage of rolling stock), the reactionists Lad to
4 the unloading. Bpecial privileges which were given members of the Democratic
Jrowp ware constantly being flaunted before tha resstinndeta, Bardodisally an
OPPOITUhity was given the resctionists to voluntarily “confess thair sins." A
public questioning and re-questioning of ths »eactionist was required, after
viich ha was given an opportunity to prove his faithfullness before ha would be
sccopted as a "tovarich.” The term tovarich /Japanese phonetic spelling/ 1w a

- word meaning "comrods.” By 1987, the discriminatiou between the resctionists
and the members within the Demoaratic Grouy wasz so great and.ohvious that many
Prisoners were being swayed the Demooratic Sroup.

less than 25% of the plLlTu NeYs remeined as
+ In the spring of 1948, ihe first prisonens to be repatria

fron the Gorin cazp wers the most ardent mempers of the Demdaratic Growp.

| |11 mezbers of the Democratin Greum wnuld be repatristed by 19U,
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10. The second winter £91+6-l91}17 the prisoners received the first issue of clothing
) since their imprisonment. A great deal of discrimination was shown here also.
ALl the "faithfuls” /members of the Demoeratic Group/ vere issued nev and fitted
clothing. The remaining prisoners e given either left-overs or old clothes '
turned in by the faithfuls. The prisoners who had been "strung up" ('defendants
at Kangaroo courts, etc) were given anything that was left - used, worn-out
clothing, shoes several sizes too large, etc. The expression "strung up” is
taken from a term used for the old-time gallows. . : o

1l. After the first year, the prisoners were given norms in thelr work. The norm
was a specified amount of work for one day. Nu money was paid the prisoners for
making their norm, but for example, if a prisoner produced 120% over his norm, he
would earn from 15 to 20 rubles ; depending on the type of work. In 1947, one
ruble would purchase 350 grams of bread or 50 grams of mahorka (tobacco) or 10
cigarettes. Soybean oil could be purchased In place of butter, but it wes very
expensive. Sugar was two rubles a pound. Although prisopers earning mon¢: in
this manner vere supposed to be paid cach month, payments were held up for
several months. After these Payments had been made, currency was sometimes
deflated so that the Pi's could not buy amch for their mney. Many of the Pi's
who 20uld produce 120% & month over their norm would be moved to another camp
where the woiv. was more difficult. Upon such a move, any previous bonus earned
would be lost. If a prisoner accepted Commnism, he received Jobs on which it
was possible to produce over the rorm, end thus eern money. Reactionists were
unable to reach their norms in most cases, because of the more difficult Jobs
assigned to them.

ia. there were approxim -ely 1500 priséhers in
Ve cemp 8i0he, oat o‘.’r which approximately 800 were repacriated. In the

[ E :sternmost area of the Soviet Uniopn). e
25X1 - approximatcly 50 to 60 thousand PH's|
the prisoners were told that if the US had fulfilled her agreem:nt, N}

25X1 would now have ships in which to repatriate more prisopers;| “
\
H Ihé educated Japanese prisoner realized Liow ridiculous this exruse
was. Alsc, the Soviets kept trying to force more work from the prisomers by

25X1 telling them that the US was planning to invade the USSR and that if the work
on the railroad was completed soomer than scheduled, it would help to eliminate
25X1 this great threat.
25X1 13. When ation time came, which was either in the spring or fall of the year
the Chairman of the Central Committee ; department heads, officials
25X1 of the youth group, as well as many actives refused to be repatriated. These
Pi's seid they hed a very important mission to rerform, and that they would not
25X1 voluntarily accept repatriation until their mission was scomplished.
25X1 - end -
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