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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1, In l9l+9:'~:there were still three or four POW camps in the Minsk scea. ’—‘

\ This ¢ i its

1 . Prisoners repidly and by the end of 1949 it
25X had been clased 4 ngs "remodeled" into workers' dormitories.
There were 400 Austriaen PCW's there Felieve that nurber to

25X1 be quite close to capaclty.

25X1 2. The next camp held about 600 Germans and about 20 or 30 Auvstrians,
This camp wasg “ed 1n the heart of the c¢ity sbout two blceks from the civy's
25X1 maln squsre. The buildings we occupied were former German barracks. Some of
25X1 the prisoners at this camp had been working on a penicillin factory bullding
nearby. They described the operation as nerely experimental in the Fall of 1943,
25X1 but said thet they were expanding for full production. 'The prisoners described

1 the growing of mushrooms at the ‘z’actory laboratories. Of course,at that time
25X none hheud of penicillin and did not take the Soviet activities

25X1 toc. -eriously.

L8]
.

The main camp in Minek housed over one thousand prisoners. These included Germans,
Hungarians, Rumanians and representatives of ot’mn aliies. incindine
25X1 captured members of i lue Division. %
L

4. Security measurss were quite similar in all three cemma, A+ thet +ime +thava 3
¥as liliie desire on our part to escape &s.  |expecting immediate repatria-
tion a.ndl:|not interested in risking an escape attempt. Nevertheless, the
camps were fairly well guarded. The most typica.l.\ |
wes IO GSrIED Samp 4n Wid cenber of ihe cilys iiere There wes & wooden wall
25X1 ‘ . gbout two and cne-half to three meters high with barbed wire strung along the top.
Por sboast four meters on each side of this wall were gsecticas of turned soil
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neatly raked so that any footprints would show up 1if these strips vere walked on. There
were towers on the corners with guards in them at all times. These guards were armed
with rifles and submachine guns. Floodlights were kept on all night and spotlights
vere available on each tower if needed. fThe grards, all MVD men, kept a sroup of

bloodhounds handy, but these were rever used. These sec recautions were never
tested, hewever, as no escepes were attemted’—{mﬁ

The treatment of German prisoners deteriorated soon after World Vz. 1T when the Soviet Army
troops vere replaced as guards by MVD men, At all camps the MVD guards, who were

rumsred to have sone "specisl training," woulg ye31|:constantly and push, kick
or hi when| compliance was not satisfactory.

While |:|at Minsk there was some beating of Prisoners going or. and some of the
Wermacht officers organized their gEroups for a hunger strike. This strike was surpri-
singly successful, It seems that it was necessary for the cemp commandant to report
the strike, High ranking political off:;cia.ls came to the camp and asked our officer
Spokesman about the trovble. After evidence of the beatings was shown the officials
left and soon the bratings stopped altogether. The success of the strike may have
been due to the fact that repatriation was under way at the time, although the high
officials at Minsk actually did seem interested ip keeping up the appearance- that we

One time in +he Fall of 1949 a high official of some health ang sanitation office wes
making an inspection trip, For his benefit ssued clean white hed sheets.
These vere put on ocur beds for tke inspection ang a half hour later Qhad to twrn them
back . . to the guards. Another such instance oncurred in the ness h when the German
colonel, who wes go-betweer for the Soviet guards and the prisoners, was singled out to
pose for a brief sequence for g Propeganda moving picture, 1In thig shot he was seated
at a table Wwith a tray of food in front of him, The mesl was a ccmplete feast compared
to owr usual diet. He had e full course meal with two chops of meat on the plate. He
was allowed to %take one bite of the meat while the picture was being taken and the tray
ves ixmnediately snatched away .fyom hinm,

The worst problem of the POW in the USSR was getting enough food. Thiz, of course » was
also true for Soviet civilians during the postrWorld War IT period. Many prisoners died,
directly o ctly,of starvatiorn and nutritionsl diseases Wire ccmmon. The main-
stay 8 cabbage Soup, which was receivedq twice a day along with 600 grams
of "heavy bread." o fats were included in the diet, '

The saving factor was the fact that each prisoner wus rationed 15 grams of tobacco and
200 grams of 50ap per week, It wag significant that . few Prisoners were ever seen
smoking. The tobacco could be better h e ¥ e barter trade in soap and
cigarettus remained good Medicines of all kinds
were also prime medis of ex v woen availabie. 1In each carp in Minsk captured
German doctors were assigned to care for the prisoners. Their activities were directed
by onc Soviet doctoy at each camp and he was in charge of disbursing all drugs and
nedicines used by the German doctors. Netwrally, the Gerrion doetors cbtained as much
as possivle and some of the medicines vere "saved" and diseretely entersd into the
barter trage, During the years 194 ana IDAT in the cities, and later in the rural
areas, absolutely aaything could be bartered with the Soviet civilians, The extent of
their boverty cannot be exaggerated,. Clothing was at @ Premium-and all parts of our
uniforms were good barter items., : . '

Political indoztrination of POW's gradually tapered off after ‘1947, probably due to
poor results, During 1946 ang 1947 weeitly meetings were held in the camp. Political
officers would tell of - the glowing success of the Soviet Union and the invineibility
of the Soviet Army. Holidevs were Al30 freguent andoen o wiye were glven over to
Paioues, propagands movies and more meetings. Hardly any of the German POW's were won.
over although there was the usual smell percentege who turned informer in order to gain
small Privileges or extra rations. Tumianl se v e The memeoss 52 L wniie
TRt Comullices. inese wers formad soon after the war with innovcent enough aims for
the preservation of Deace. Soon, howe‘\rer, their real DPurposes became known. They were
58t up to get the members of the "committee" to inform on their fellow orisoners who had
been ip the £ 5, or Abwehr,or who had besn very ardent Nazis. Thesge groups became quite

unpopular after 1947 as their members were bressurized by fellow prisoners,
- end -
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