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1. Mugher in Sinkiangs The Tadjik race of Sinkiung is &lso raferred to, toth
in Sinkiang and in English-lenguage texts on tha ovinee, as Tajik,
Tle=chi~k'0, Sarikelis, Seriquolis and Iranian, 25y

lean than «248 o

;hoy numbered 8,867, or slightly

e total P %
inkisnge In the lest asntury the Tadjik population has doolined, in part
because of slaveshunting raids cordusted by peoples from nerthern India
vefers And sfter the time of Yakub Seg (1500-1875)

2. Hataxv ol the Racat The Tadjiks exe said to be Avyon descendents of the

pre=histerlc, indigenous, peoples

who once inhabized Iren and southwestera

Gentral Asis. They vers the early inhabitants of Khotan (Xotien) who 1sft

doouments dating back to the Han
now extinot Indo=Iranian longute

gne of the eizht tribes of the Kerakeram. Ttang Dynas

likewiss desoribe the Tadjlks as

Dynasty (202-618) in the Sska lusguage, s
In thess documents they are spokea of os
ty {618=907) recards

identical in exrtexnsl sppearance and

lenguage with the inhsbitants of Yootan. At taat time the Chiness first
conguered the rogion and established thee & ‘adlitary post which marked the
axtreme point of Chinese military oocupatioa in Central Asise ‘The Tadjiks,
however, Wwere not brought under the control of China until the tiue of
Jenghis Knan, that is, in the Yurn Dyuasty (1c79-1368), After the great
vestward spread of the empire had ceased and the tide of invasion had
receded, the Tad;ikxe regeined thelr independences “hey censed no trouble
; and dwelt in pexfsci harmony with China, controlling the trade-route to

1 i Trdie which hod beer an important highway of coxrzerds ever sinos the time
. of the Tlang Dynastys Throughout the Ming Dymusty (1368-1644) they wera

: sezarded as allies axnd good nelghtors and though since that time theyhave
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+ been involved in the genersl anrest of the frontier district, the Tadjiks
were never considered as hostile elements like the Kirghiz, whom in their
way of living they resemble. They have decreascd la numbers, lost their

ancient power and are novw concentrated in a small area of Sinkiange

. ‘A 3. Languace: The Tadjiks do not speak Turkic, as do the other Alpine races
- of 3inkiang, they spesk the Iranian languace. Culturally, they are
extremely backward and are st 1 without e writiten languaze.

4e Beljgion: During the Ttang Dynasty the Tadjiks were devout adherents of
Buddhism, subeequently they were convarted to Islam. They now adhere to the
Islamlc gect of the Moslem faith which acknowledges the Agha Khan in Bombay
as its head.

Se MW’ Tedjiks are said to be the most representative of
the Alpine type, nearly pure apecimen of the so-celled "homo elpinus®. They
are a sturdy people whose blood is probably the purest of all of the races
found in Sinkiang, their women are certainly among the most beautiful.

6. Gongentratiopat . The Tadjik race of Sinkiang 1s only found in the extrame
southwest oorner of Sinkiang. They are concentreted in the Sarikel or Tasgh
Qurghan Valley, where they form the majority of the populetion and .appear,
R in swell numbers, in a few secluded adjolning mountain reglons of .the Panirs.
] The only cther peoples inhabiting this area are the Kirghiz. The lesh
u Qurghan Valley is a mountainous distriot nowhere less than ten theusand feet
. above sea~level and liee close to the point where. the Chinese,. Soviet snd
T Afghan frontiers meet. . '

7, Qocupationat The Tedjiks are a sedentary peopls who build their houes in
the most inacocessible mouniain regions and who live for the most psxrt as
oultivatcrs, despite the fact that the Tash Qurghan Valley is tex thousand
feet above sea~level, Irrigation ip practiced and the main Crops- Gro 0atls,
barley end legwaee, Desplto difficult conditionc, the land is appareatly
capable of supporting & larger population then it does et present. .

S. Summaxy: At present the settled population lives in close contact with the
pastorel Kirghiz, the ralaticns between the two groups appear to be frisndly.
; On the other hand, the relations of the Tash Qurghan population with the
o Chinege 2dministration have deteriorated in recent years. The Tadjiks are
e regentful of Chinese rule because of the burdens iuposed on them ior
supplying men and animals, witheut pay or for insufficient pay, to keep
. open & high mourtain route between Sinkiang aend India, which is used uf
L official trevellers and to & smaller extent by traders. This ¢iscentertnent
migot teke the form of an atteupt to breek away from Chiness rule, cuk if 592,
it is not clear what other people they would prefsr te join. The Tad iss axe
- & sturdy and ancient people, worthy of irust and-whose rights should ‘e
< 3 regpected in eny pacification of the herder regionse : .
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