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2.

1 The Mcngels of Sinkiang are alsc refexrad e, botla in

Japaer Ao SIDNlaRE
Sipxiang and in Znglisb-language texts on that provings, as Mang, Xo-erh-i'o-tsu,

Kkelkha ana Dsungars. They are also oftsn referred to by thoir tribal name.
The five Mongol tribes which are found in Sinkiang are ‘he Ohahar, Khoshot,
Olot, Torgut ard Urianghel. According fc & 1941 survey the Yorgols numbared
63,018 or slightly less than 1L.69% of the total population of Sinizdange.

2 ¢ The Mongols of Sinkiang are still nomads, bheir ouatoms
and habits have not chasged in a thousand years. They move c2astartly b1}
geevoh of fresh pastures, their lives being goveraed by rainfall and the
okarge of zetson.

A vust swesp of acmed devastation, which wen them the throne of China mnd
aarcie their warfsrs na far west as the Danube, treught the Mengold to
SSakisng. What is now both Chinese and Russian Turkestan, omve was subjugated
by Jexgaia Kian’s Mengola in the thirteenth century. They cans undar the ruls
of Jagatai, second sex of Jenghlis Khanm, erd he and his suacessors rexzined in
power £ow almost two certuries. But in 1368 the Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty in
Chine was.overthrown by the House of Ming and scon afterwards Sizkiang 2lsc
geceded from Mongol rule., Thus, temporarily, Mongel power seemed to have
declined and differences- hetwssn the pecples oi' Mongolia and those in aorthern
Sinkisng (Westers Horgels) bagan te develope

Tha mubordinate laagise oF the Westerr Mongols sua s tribe called the Ol<te
{elso called the Oiret Feieraticn, the Mongalian "ritten form being Ughelet),
who in the fourtzenth centiury migrated into Sinkisng from the Angara River.
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They soon cemz into military promineance in Sinkiang under a Khan by the nams

of Galdan. Galdan's nephew, Rabdan, gave the name Jon Gar (Dzungers, scmetimes

written Jungars, or Zungars and called Chun-ko-erh Pu by the Chiness), his

branch of the Olcts, to the kingdom when l1e succeeded to the Mongol possessionse

3] ‘the name has since stuck in gengraphles as Dzungaria and it has reference to
that part of Sinkiang which lies between the Tien Shar range and the Altai
Mountains, ie.e., northern Sinkiang. These same Olots took advantags of
political aifferences to the south of them and came to dominete southern
Sinkiang, Tsinghai and Tibet for a brief historical period until 1566. This
pericd has even been viewed by one Chinese historian as a "Gelden Age®™ for the
Western Hegicns. Yet the center of Olot power, for the Clots and for ofher

e Western Mongols, was Dzungaria ard the steppes, not the oagses of southern

e i Sinkiang, where Gighur civilizatlon appears to have persistsd.

In 1650 the Dzungars of the Olot Federation attempted to conguer the rest of
those who would not submit to them. A lsrge number, including Torguts aad
Khoshots, fought their way westward through territory held by Turkic tribes
until they reached the lower Volga, where they became known ss Kalmuks,
provably derived frem o Turkic word which means Mremnant®,

Eighty years later the Manchus invaded Sinkieng and in 1756 defeated and
almost annihilated the Dzungars, inviting those who had resi:ted the Dzungars
to ryturn. Some did, including the anzestora of.most of the prssent Torguts
B of Sinkiange The Chahars were, at that time, brought to Sinkiang from their
' old pastures around Kalgan (Wanchuan), in whit is now Chahar Provinge ef
Inner Mongolle. As strangers who woeuld not combine essily with ths Western
- Mongols, they were strategically pissed to command ths main rocte between:
Urumohi (Tihwa) and Xuldja (Ining?: The Urianghsi of Sirkisng ers also not
: Westarn llongols. 4s their nane indicates, they are related tc the tribes of
- the territory formsrly selled Urianghal, later changed o Tannw Tuva and
sventually sunaxad by the Soviat Unlon, They originally spoke a lfurkic [
. language, beuoming Mongolized snly as lats as the zinetsenth sentwrye 4ll
i ' other Mongola in Sinkiang are Wastsrn Mongols. They cre related, Ly taeir
dialeats and histerical asmociation, to tribes of the Mengolian Pecple't
Republia, Tsinghal, the northern alde of Tibetan plat.sus exd to the Kalzuks:
of the lower Volge. :

A number of ladications point 4o the probabllity that the majerity of Western
ngols are the desoendants of tribes whioh erigiaally were foresat tyibews and
latsr noved into steppe cowntry, whers thay besmse pastoral nemadse It has

besn damonatrated that the Mongola only ruled southern Jinkiang and did not
oooupy it as they did in northern Sinkiang (Deungaria). Life Ln seuthern
Sinkiang has beon that of the isolated, petty agrloulture of the ocealus The
powse of the aomadlo Mongola Lo thelr nebdlity, The contrast in living conditions
of the Moagol nomad and the Ulghurs of Siukiang ie even today one of the

L r~tloonble differences hetwsen life In northarn sud southern Sinkisng.

Until the Chiness Revolution of 1911, ths Mongol Princes had virtual autonomy
in administering their tribal territories. Undsr the Republic, the Chineae
Autherities have uphsld tke power of the Princes ovar their subjects, but at
the same time have steadily increassd Chinese coutrol over the Prinesm thamsalves.
The result of this policy has been to meke all Mongola antifendal as well aa
anki=Chinese. Chinese palicy in Sinkiarg has elso been to sngoursge frictioa
between tho Mongols and the other raopres. Under the long regime of Govarnor

- Yeng Tseng~bsin, tke Kagakhs were provided with arms and were permitted to
drive a wedgw of expansion into the Altal region in order to separate the
Mongols of Sinkiang from their brethren over the border in the Mongolisn
People's Republic. On the other hand, the Torguts of Wara Shahr gesgraphically
separate from other Mongols and close to a region of Kazekn strength, wers
alloved to develop a well-equipped cavalry force trained by White Bussian
Cossacks who had left Siberia atter the Soviet Rovolution.

Today the Mongols of Sinkiang are represented by the Chahar, Khcshok, (tot,
Targut and Urianghei tribes. Of these tae Torgut tribe ls numerically tlie
most important.
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3. Heljgion: The Monsols are Ilama Suddhistse Though their 1life is not. much
hindered by religious customs, those ceremonies which are Drescribed by the
Lamase. thei: priests, are chserved with every reverence and there is’ 2 very
genuine religicus fesling shown in their prayarse it is the ambition of every .
family to huve a son in the Lamaist priesthood, but much fermality and expense y
are involved in the ritual. Cellbacy is suppesedly rsquired of the Lamas, In

aceordsnce with this tradition, entrance to the Lama monasteries is usnally
forbidden to womsi:, but on certain rare religious festivals each year women
are zaid to he admitied,

On the death of his psrents an cnly son, who has become a Lana, is permitted 25%1
to lay aside his priestly rank, for 1t la considered that it is important

that he should marry and continue his father's name. But though the continuation
of a famlly 1s considered of great lmpertance, the ilongela never preserve a
fanily trees Thouzh their uemcries extend hack to the greate-grandfather, there
is ne term in their languagze for any nore remote ancestors than that, nc one

ever thinks of geing back any further save in the case of great leaders.

4e Envaical Charsecteriaticat The facial characteristics of the llongolas are
simlilar to those of the Chinesa, but their cheek bones are slightly more emphasized
and the slant of the eyes 1s more notlceable, They are, Ln most cases, wuch
taller than the Chiness, Calmer in speech and nanner and oan be readily identified
by their zeneral impassive characterlstics., The ifongol men are extremsly
pisturesque liorsemen and their women have a astlrring, "Wild Wast® atiractlveness
about thelr appearance even when performing hougehold taskas such as preparing
cheesa, d.opping wood, or miliking.

5. Rramsgs The olothing worn ULy llongol men is :noatly dark in oolar, They waar
long woolen gewns, short leather Ja.ckats and Yroad wrimned, aone=toppsd hets.
{n winter the men wear aheerskin robes; fur windwhoods and over-cized knes
bootse It i6 an exeellent dreas for cold woather on the pleine and 1s imitated
by many Chiness. Th2 only “ouch of color i thelr everyday dress is the rod

. button on top of the woolon cap: but ornements of yold and silver are worn,

[ 1 mestly in the form of earrings or traceiets. Pearls and oceral are mich prised

and gold ringa are wern on the fingers to indlcats wealth, All 1a all, they

present a fascinatin, i uro as they awuj or about Ln thelr long ;jowna.
The longel wamen wear long, vari=celorsd ghkirta made of ocotten fatvis, :the
trains of which sweep the floor; brocaded blouses; wide sauser-shaped hats;
and thlek sturqy bocts that are life-long items of apparels Innumerable
neeklaces and oraceiets of precilous stones snd long falas Yralda are alse
part of their cestume. ’lhey meke their ralds of horsehair, ar, if the,f eali
sfford it, even of humaun hair,

6. : The iongols of Sinkiang are badiy split up and une.vqnl:/

istributed in widely separated sections »f the vroviinces The largwst

cncentrations are in the I1i, Toarbe-atail and iltai Recions. Another lar;«

Jroup is found In the highuands of the Qars Saahy Hegiun emd a few clong ihe

northeastern section of the frontier netween Sinkiang snd the liongolian Peenle’s

Republlcs The area most clearly dominated by the ifongols i1z in the exirsae

northern part of the Altai Hegion, alony the western end of the frontier with

the liengolian People's Republic. Yet the liongols in this region constiltute

only a small fraction of the total number in the nrovince, while the areas

in which they are most heavily ooncentrated, such es the Tarbagatai and 111 ‘

regions, are in turn dominated Ly Uighurs, or Eazakhs. i

QLK

The zeograpiic frrgmentation of ihe Mongols in Sinkiang is explained by their i
kistery. They are dlvmed into three major tribal groups. The first tribal
croup is the Yicstern ltongols, who include the Olots, l‘orfuta ana

CC.TIDENTIAL \ 25%1

I Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030428-4



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030428-4

CONFIDENTIAL 25%1

Khoshots; the second is the Chahar Hongols; and the third the Urianghai, The
. *  pelitieal units, however, do not correspond with these tribal divisions. The
 , | Mongols of Sinkiang arn administratively crganized 'into three leagues and two
= s'geciél groupss The Unen Susuktu Lsague is made up of ten banners ‘of Torguts
who are widely distributsd and separated from each other by non-Mongol peoples.
The most. important Torgut group is in the Tien Shan above the ocasis of Qara
Shahr, Others are.on the aarthern skirts of the Tien Shan, in the vieinity
of Wusu, and others on thé southern slepes. of the Altel Mountains. The Bato
Setkiiltu Leugus 1s composed of three banners of Zhoshois om the Taldus
Plateau, in the heart of the center of the Tien Shan, The Ching Setkhiltu
League includes three banners of Khoshots and seven of Urianghai, all located
in the Tarbagatai and Altal Regions with an especially large concentration in
the vicinity of Burchun (Puerhtsin)s, The two groups which are nct included
15 the aforementioned léagues are *the Chahars, who live in the Borotala Valley,
vetween Kuldja and Chuguchek, and the Olota, sometimes also known as Kalmuxs,
who live in the Tekés and Kash Rivers in the I1i Region. These complications .
2 of the "league and banner" system illustrate how effective it was as a Mapchue
' invented administrative device for weakening political unity among the Nongols

in Jinkiang,
7: Duallinga: ' The Mongels, like the Kirghiz and Kazakhs, ' . yurts all
the year around. /[For s deétalled description of a yurt 25%1

As one snters through the dder of 2 Mengol yurt, which always faces <lie sheltered
81d6, direotly in front is "the high side", for here the earth is rialsed, To
the right is the altar of Duddhs, placed in a'recees, next to which is the place
vhers guests may ba seated, Farther to the right are the animal's gusrters
vhers dattles and lambs are kepts To the laft ie the bad of tho master of the
family, hidden from view by a screen, beyond this is the kitchens ALl the
processes of life are thus gathared together in one dwelling, himans and

. aninula mingling, Only ir ths very wealthisst familios 4s ‘there any separation

of oattle and men, If at an encampment you find oeparate tents for cows and [

5 shesp, for kitohen ahd for womenfolk, you know at once that there la pgreat

prosperiiy.

8, m&hﬁﬁ! The diev of the nomadle longols aonalsts of epproximately 50
& milk, 30k meat and 20% oercal. Their day starts with the ‘entire
drinking tea, with salt and millk, and eating bread paotries, vhieh are made of
flour and sewr milks The noon meal, in moat instances im identicals The
eveniag meel 18 saten around an open fire and ususliy insludes excellent ncodis
coups Deef and nutton, thelr fdverite meat, are added to the dlet at auch
reapone ap they are pleatiful, but the herds are very carcfully 'usbanded and
no snimal is %illed ualess it can be Feplaced. A plentiful a r of allk
iz of the utmort {mpertance and is worked up into meny forms, very good and
: exoeptiondlly nutritious. They use milk to mske cream ookes, oreau wefers
(thin shests of biscult), butter, shosss ond oream wins {oalled kumis); For
the Taetidious, however, ‘huse nill preducte would pressnt & turrific trial,
so £411ed ars they with Lalr and sundry other Sebris.

; + The Mongola of Sinkisng are pastorel namsds, they raise catile,, -
shesp and lorses for their livelihood &nd et times becnms smasingly riche
Daspite their constant mevemen. in seeking new pasturss, the rhytha of thelr
lives is regular and though locel chenges may alter their migrations, troadly
speaking their mode of 1ife shows no changs. In winter they establish their
ancampments in sheltered spcts on the south side of a mountain so as to escepe
the cold weathars They call their winter encampments tung-wo (winter nesta).
In the summer when burning 'rinds scorch the plairs, they dwell on the high
plateaus {u arder to get cool and.taks to what they cail hsie-wc (summer
nests)e Their vinte. and summer encampments are carefully chosen and these
consideratiens dominute their lives. The average day for a Mongol family
sterts before dawn. After a light Mreskfast, the elder of the family allots
to each member a task for thet day. After the noon meal and a short rest
work is reaumed until twilight,.at which hour the catile are driven in from
g the pasture for the woemen to milk them. The evening meal is eaten around a
' fire, nc candles are ever lighted, and as soon as the embera cesse to glow the
family retires for the aight.
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‘10. Cagboms: o S o - S PR SN ,
. . o . . LT i
a. Geperal: Tho first duty of a Mongol woman or rising is te open the-window
of the yurt; the next to pour water into the greut jar for heating, ‘after-
which it is peured into the washing-pot. When this is ready the dwellers -°
in the tents are roused and in turn : our the hot water over their -heads.
They use no basin, for they consider it sinful and dangerocus to let-the
S sane water touch their “ody twice, in which they resembie lMohamnedans,
- 5y the time that thia ceremony of ablution is completed the women have
made tea. A cup is first served to the Buddha, after which all partake
freely. It is considered very importent to keer the hands clean, so they
are wiped on the clothes. The dirtier their greasy robes bscome the prouder
they are, for the stains on thelr chests denote prosperity, that-is; much
eating. e *
Tne Mongols are & healthy people on the whole, but smallpox is frequent
among them. A child who has survived this illnees is called a "ripe man®,
- one who has not yet had it is called "raw", Only a "ripe man® caxn be :
recommended for maerriage, which gives some idea of the oxtent to which
smallpox is common. Their understanding of medicine 1s slight and 1t 1is to
' their priest that they turn in case of illness, If a-reading from the
Buddhist scriptures does not improve the patient's condition certain drugs
ere adminiatered and if these fail the ear of the sick man is plerced by a
gold wire on which is hung a piece of coral. They have great faith in this
treatment and it is a.saying omong them that the child with a céral earring
is much blesaed. : S : o ’

Hospitality is princely on the great plainse No aconer is the sound of
hoof=-beats heard than the head of the Mongol family hurries from the tent
to grest the traveller., He takes the rein-cf the horss, while tha sther
-menbers of the houssheld line up in aign of weloome, the woman to the -east,
the men to the woste The soreen door ic raised snd the guest is invited |
to' anter and sit beside tiw altar. Tea with nilk and cal% ia then elfared
\ to the visiter, followed by sour-milk cakes, If the guest ic to spend the
' night, crders are given that &« sheep bs trought to ¢he tent for slaughisr.
It i3 slwayc shown to the guest befcre being killed, as proof that gocd
mest is to ba given te him and that the animal is younge ZXumis is drunk
at the meal and any stranger can be sure c¢f unfailing ocurtesy even though
J the visit may last several days. In fact,-if the westher is bau the
- © teaveller iz pressed %o 0%k, Jor 111 fertune must fall upex any-man who ' -
allows o gueet to depart in & storm. A noble gueat in roceived With every
hener and all “hs neighbors are invited tc greet him and to share in the
’ sating of meat. But if the traveller is a-roung man it is he who must show
Y- . raspect to hia host axd this he does by making & oiroult 6f the tent before
entering and lays-aside his whip bafore he passes the deor. "I he iwa
velative, some amell gift is expected of hime A sonein=law ususlly brings
& cooked sheep's head when jo pays a oall, GSafare the: coxpany ‘sit dtwn %o
eat, the head and taild the sheep are presented to the Zuddha., This
ceremony is never amitted, for to do so would be to court dissster.
. . . . e . 5
Ir the spring of evary year great {eatlivala are held, the community- ¢
; assembling round the Opul, a conical mnund- of atones shaped like @ pagoda,
p: ) . three or four feet high. When the ceramonies are concluded the young men
: compete in horse races, fer which blg prizes are awarded. At other seasons
the Budcha is carried in processisu among the tents, and all knsel to
: present the gifts, O. these days nc Food must be taken, ard only tea :
‘ passes the lips of young and old. Nor mmist any animal be killed, &
prohivision which extends to the least insent or wernm. The fury of heaven
wiil be visited upon eny who breuks this law.

be Marriage: lMongel marriages are arranged by "trokers", who suggest likely
matches to both parties and arrange the fizancial aspects of the affairs
As scun as the contzact is made the family of the bridegroom present Hata,
muatton, and kumis, a cream wine; as' a betrothal gift. Hata is either a
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10.. - Cygtouws: - e e G e . SRRREPE
a. Generals The first duty of a Mongol womau or rising is to open the windew

of the yurt; the next to pour water inte the great jar for heating, ‘after
which it is poured into the washing-pot. When this is ready the dwellers *
in the tents ara roused and in turn pour the hot water over their -headas.
They use no basin, for they consider it sinful and dangerous to let-the
seme water touch their body twice, in which they resemble Mohemmedans.
Iy the time that this ceremony of ablution is completed the wamen have
made tea. A cup is first served to the Buddha, after which all partake

. freely., I% is considured very important to keep the hands clean, so they

Y sre wiped on the clothes. The dirtier their greasy robes become the- prouder
they are, for the stains on their chesta denote proasperity, that is; much

' . ‘ ea.ting ° . e *

The Morgols are a healthy people on the whole, but smallpox is frequent
among them. A child who has survived this illness is called a "ripe man';
.one who has not yet had it is called "raw", Only a Pripe man® cedn be
recomended for marriage, which gives some idea of the extent to which
smallpox is common, Thair understanding of medlcine 1s slight and it ia to
. their priest that they turn in case of illness, - If a-reading from the
. Buddhist scriptures does not improve the patlent's condition certain drugs
are administered and 1f these fail the ear of the sick man is plerced by a
goid wire on which iz Zung 2 plecs of eoral. They have greet falth in thia
treatament and it is a.saying among them tiat the child with a-ccral earring
is much blesaeds - s : e ’

Hospitality is princsly on the great plainse No socner ia the meund of-
hoof-boate hewrd than tha heed of the Mongol family hurxies from the tent
to grest the travsller, He takes the rain-ox the heras, while the cther
.members of the housshold 1ins up in sign of welacme, the wemen to the -east,
the men o the wests The wcrasn door is ralsed and the guest is invited /
torenta and sit beside the altar. Tea with milit and salt is then affered
\ to the visitor, followed by sour-milk caksas, If tha gueat is tc epend the
- night, orders ere given that & cheep be trought to the tent fa #laughtaie
g . It is always shown to the guest before belng killad, as procf that gscd
meat is to ba given to him and that the animal is younz, Xumls is drunk
et the meal and ary stranger omn be aurs »f unfailing oourtaesy even theugh
the vislt may last asveral days. In fact, -if the wasther is baw the
travellsr in pressed to atay, for ili fortune must fall upen any-man'who * -
allows & guest to depart in & mtorm. A noble guest is received With every
honor and &ll the neighbors ars invited to grest him «nd to share in the
eating of mast, But if the traveller is a-young man it is he who mus® ‘show
reapect to his host and this he does by making a oiroult of the tent befure
entering and lays-aaide his whip bofore he passes the door, "Tf he iwa
relative, sems small gift is expectod of hime A sonein-law usually* brings
& cooitad aheep's head when he pays a osll, DBefore the company-ait down ‘o
eaty the head and-taild the sheep are presented to the Cuddha. Thias
ceremony is never omitted, for to do so would be to court disaster.
. - . . . e e 3
In the spring of every year great festivals are held, the community <
| assembling round the Opul, a conichl mound-of stones shaped like @ pagoda,
¥ . three or four feat high. When the ceremcnies are concluded the young men
‘ compete in horse races, for which big prizes are awerded. At othexr seasons
the Buddha is carried in procession ameng the tents, and &ll kneel to
. pressnt the gifts. On these days no food must be taken, urd orly tea :
¢ ' pusses the lips of young and old. Nor must any animal be killed, a
prohibition which extends te the least insect or worm. ‘The fury' of heaven
will be visited upon any who breaks this law.

bs Marrisge: iomgel msrriages are arranged by "brokers”, who suggest likely

-4 matches to both parties and arrange the financial aspects of the affairs
As scon as the contract is made the family of the bridegrocu present Hata,
mutton, and kumis, a cream wine; as' & betrothal gift. Hata it either & ]
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_ pleee of cloth or of silk, according to the wealth of the partles. A piece

of silk’ embossed with an image of Euddha'is ‘considered the most noble of

. offerings.  Next, the Vbroker" tekes the bridegroen to the heuse of his bride

erd a second piece of Hate is presented, 3 piece of gum being. plaeed within
the roll. .This signifies that the merriage will be as binding as though
stuck with gum. Further gifts are then made to the bride's -famlly, bat |
these are distributed by.th:m among their relatives and friends te indicate
that their ‘dsughter's betrothel has been satisfectorily accomplisheds .

On the wedding day the bride wears a red cep and a red gown, her face bsing
hidden by a .veil of thin cloth. The Lamas bless the happy couple, who kreel
in token of respect %o the elders of her family. New she 1s set upen & herse
and led-tp her husbandfs tents, musicians walkcing befdre her and all tha
onlookers giving cries of joy. At the gatewaey o the btridegroom's pasture
& passage from the Buddhist scriptures is read by a Lama and the couple
kneal once more, making obeisance to earth and to heaven, and then te the
altar of Buddha within the dwelling. When the bride and bridegroeom are
seeted upon the bed a sister-in-law of the house unbinds their hair and
plaits the strands together, which signifies the closeness of the unlen.
After doing reverence to the Puddha the bride must kneel to the kitchen
god, and she is then taken by her sister-in-lsw to change into the dress

of a marrisd woman, Her hair is braided in two plaits which hang down

upon her bresstas. Once more she must salute the kitchen ged and then she

is led back.to her chamber, where from behind a acreen she sccepits the gifts
of the wedding guests, usuwally pisces of red cloth and sweetmeats or aeme
othar .dslicacy, . The whole company now gather for the feast, consuming mich
kamis and tea. Those who are eloquent, speak words sf blessing and then
the guests sinz and dance, Tor thres days after the wedding all the dutles
of the tride sre perfsrmed bhy her sister=inelaw, but after this peried she
becomes & msmber Af the household and enters upon her dally tasks.

Moneganmy is etriotly observed awcag the Mongola, and na manu is alloved te
teke & seoond wile while the first im ctill in his housss It is sonsidersd
dlagraosfiul for.a man not te be merried and if he and his intended bride
are tco poar to wed, the cldars of the somnunity give what sssistsnos is
nesded to make the wedding possible.

Buria) Ritasr Death is followed by fire burial, When a rich man dies his

body is washed and wrapped in white clotheas Then it is borne to seme high
place. and- thsre, in the presence of a Laza, is committed te the flamees Whide
it burne the priest pronounces & bleasing, and the faally orowd reund tv
obssrve hew somplete is the burning, If all the benes are burned avay this

is socepted as a sign that the dead man vas not guilty of any seorst- offenso
and that his body has been received inte heaven, The bone ash .is mingled,
with inaense and olean sarth and f{rom this i1s made & figure of the desd

man, which ia buried a% a spot chesen by the Lama. A pagoda is. alvays

built over the graves . . v

When a pocr uan diss these ritea are not possible, The ooxpse i3 set upon
the back of a horse and » compeny of friends and relatives ride with it far
into, the deserts It is now laid upon a Leap of stones and a smal]l five is
kindled beside it, after which all ride rapidly away, never casting & .
glance behind them. After three days the place 1s again viaited and- if
the body has. been campletely deveured by wild beasts the friends of ths -
dead man rejolce, knowing him to have been pure of hearte If ‘the corpse
is found still unconsumed there is great distress and the lamas are.
called upon to make intersession far one so stained by sin thut even the
wild beasts reject his fleshe- The prisets call upon the beasts and birds
of the desert to da their werk quickly, cryinguout that tie dead man is
less sinful than they think him. Eventualigpy.dhe flesh is consumed and
all are at peace. This ceremony is known as #heaven-burial®,. far the birds
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. ) are congideréd to be the servants of-heavens The tent of the des man is

. always considered unlucky by those who knew him, They move alsevhere and

. none would willingly return to the place. In return for their services
the Lamas are rewarced by the goods of the dead man be ghared among
thea.

A son mourns one hundred days "for nis parents end a wife the same length

of time fcr her husband, Feor others the parioed 1§ ‘forty-nine dayd, during
which there must be noc feasting, no wearing of bright colars, and no

dressing of the hair, 0On the anniversary of a parent's death ‘the sén burns
an oil~lamp in front of the Buddha, incense is urned and friends are invited
to pertake of wines If there iz a pagoda the sons and grandsons invite Lamas
£o perforn their ceremonies there dut if there has been "heaven-burial” the
gervice is held in the son's tent and while tha scripture is read he ‘nries
towards the skye. There is no compulsion for a widow to remarry, but sha
often does so. ' Inheritance is simple and if there is no son a nepliew or any
male of near kinship is adopted by the family, but no one of another blood

is ever accepteds ’ :

25X1

11, Good Qualities: The Mongols of Sinkiang are not only a very hospitable peopls,
but are also carefree and if opportunlty presents 1tself, acholarly. It 1e
. not unusual for prosperous Mongol familles, in Sinkiang, to send their children
v to the coast of China, or even to Europe, for an education, 1A ‘Mongol princess
: of Tihva, fér example, hae studied Euglish in-Peiping, Freach and medicine &t
Brussels and in'addition speaks Russign s well &s her natlive tongue.

: She, and other Mongol intelligentsia, are alert and modest enoughto aduit that
' out of the ceastivensss of the Oooident new light is being shed on how man night
best live., BZut they elso foel that from their histery; customs end people, the
Oocident too has a great desl to learn, . e
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13. Summazy In their ceencmie 1ife the Mongols of Sinkiang closely resusble the
Kasakhs of Sinkiang, In their secial organiseticn, the kereditery Prindes’ of
the Mongels enjoy 3 much atronger and much mera institutionalised feudal Ewu-
than the sultens of the KasakM tribes. One result of this difZersnie ie b
poor iongols' are mich poorsr than poor Kanakhso
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Az io thelr future, while they are not unictelllgent and show exceliint eense’

in the mavagement of théir cwn affaire; they have no usv for any progress.

Their aimple custome having ramained unaltered for many hundred yearss = They
o ars not tostile to progress, br* are complebely unmoved by ite They preferred
3 to dde rether ther to mubtmit tc the first reforms which the Soviets gought to
thrust upon them. Pusture ‘s thus fer plentiful and the nomad, if left ulone,
may play a useful part in the econom” of Céntral Asia, for he haa kmowledge
std skill which the scientific agriculturist does not possesss

- end - at
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