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In the USSR, as in other countries of the world, all sorts of religious super-
stitions and predictions continue to exist. The most widely distributed ones
which are encountered nost frequently in daily life are given below:
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A black cat crosses the path of a passerby. Some kind of misfortune

vi 11 happen.

A rabbit crosses the path of a passerby. That is not a good omen.

AfSer the evants liated in pointa a) and b) above, it is necessary

to turn srcund three times on the same spot and then proseed on your
WRY

The number 13 is an unlusky number,

Monday is & bad dey. It is not recommended to undertaie a long trip

on this dey as thers will be soms w. leasantness.,

The floor should not be swept on the -iay when someons from the housshold
or oircle of close friends departs on a trip., This allegedly would
awsep away his apirit,

A orioket appears in the house, This means that reridents wlll be
ovioted or driven out of thoir houso. And therefore residents make
overy eoffort to catoh or desiroy +he aricket and ztop its ohirping.

4 dog howls noar the house. .his means thet he smells or senses either
a fire or a oorpsa,

A parson iz out of spirity (in a bad mood). Means he stepped on hia
right foot as he got out of bed. So it is beat to stop on the left foot
first in getting out of bad,

It 1= not pood to mest a funeral precossion. Same is true of meeting a
priest, In suoh 0as0s 1t {a reoomnended to take hola of a button on
your clcthiug.

In caze of nearby lightning and clap of thunder it is necessary to cross -
oneself and say a prayer, thereby oleansing the soul bufore the Almighty.
On Ivanov's day (a religious holiday) forget-me-nots (wildflower whioh
grows bost on sandy 80il) are pioked, one for each member of the femily.
They are fastened to the oeiling in an orderly arrangement so that each
flower stends for one individua) in the family. If any of the flowers

do not open up, that is a sfgn that the individual will die during

the year. ‘
LSEZ(l%?EE]]i

CLASSIFICATION SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

MY

X

NAryl v DISTRIBUTION

STATF-EV

.

ALK VAEC =4/ 14 1

B TR

Approved For Release 2002/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600020029-4



Approved For Release 2002/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600020029-4

&
' (r)
(s)
(t)
(w)
@)

(v,
(x)

)
(z)

(ov)
(no)
(aa)

(ea)

()
(es)

2. This list oonteins cnly a amall pertion of tho su

SECRUT/SECURITY INFOKMATION o I:l 25X1A
' oECRLHi

o

On Trinity (roligious holiday) in the v.llsges a small birch tree isl
stuck inte tho ground before the house. This is dene so thet in oase
God comos thare will ba a plas2 for him %o sit In the shade,

In » house where thero is & corpse, the mirrors are coverad.

A wetoh is kept at the coffin of a dosd person at night. Allegoedly
they arec protecting the spirit, which on tho 40th day will rise to
heaven . ’

A coffin contalning a corpse is nlways carried feet first,

An illnegss in tho fanily or some misfortune means that 1t is the wrath
of Cod on socount of sins which have been conmitted.

A cow begins to rive less milk. A child grows siokly. Means that 1t
is the work of the ovil oye. :
Ths palm of your nand itohes. .eant you will rocelve money.

Your eyelid Ltones during the daytime. The left evelld - means good
luok. Hight eyelid - moans bad lucK. When the eyelid itches at night,
the left eyelid moans bad luck, the rirht eyelid moans good luck.

fhen you find a needles, if the shrarp end lies away from you, that is
good. If the sharp end is toward ynu, that ia bad,

When you find & horse shoe, if the opsn end lies towasrd you, that is
good. If the open end lies away from you, that is bad. In general,
horseshoes arce conaidered lucky or gonducive to good. So people put
them in thelr houses. Are happy to find them.

Vinon & wood fire 1s burning in a fireplace, if sparks fly off, it
means that a guest will arrive. )

If tho cat washes his faoe with his paw while lying with his baok to
the door, it means that & stranger will visit the house., Today this
could mean that the MVD is about to pay a visit.

If a mirror is dropped from the hand and is broken, it mesns some kind
of miafortune.

A broven dish is a sign of good luck. An exumple of this can be seen
in the practice of actually breaking a plate or dish for good luck when
8 momber of the family is going away, as for exmmple a husband or

son off to the front. The dish is broken just at the moment of
doparture.

Bsforo & departure of an individual or a group on a long t:ip, all
mumbers of the fuily and friends present should sit down quietly for
s few minutes. Then the traveler loavos immediately. This is for
good luck on the trip.

4 horso is ill-at-ease (disturbed in his stal® or in the barn). Means
it is the work of the hobgoblins (or house aps its).

The end of your nose ltches. You must take s look.into a glass (take
8 drink of vodka),

A woman orosses tho road with ompty buckets - this is not good. If
viith full buckets, that 1s good. When a woman carrying empty buokets
susponded to a shoulder yoke is walking in a direction across yours,
she will stop and allow you to proseed “irsc., You will nod to her or
aay 3omething in thenka for her courteay. Only & bad-mannered woman
would erosa your path in front of you while ocerrying empty buokets.
Anothor supovstitution is that it is not mood for a woman oarfying two
buckets of weter with shoulder yoke to allow two people to drink from
the buckets at tlie same time. This might oause her to have twina,

If you si% ~t the corner of a table, you won't marry for a long time
or not at all.

It is bad to whistle in the houso (a custom).

Whon s aplder comes down his web from the ceiling, that is a sign that
yon will receive somo kind of news or a letter.

rarstitions and prophecies.

Among the poople wvery many old seremonies and customa (rolizious and wedding)

have bean preserved. To a certain sxtent the beli
all kinds of signa atill exists.

6l in miracles, visions and
1 ax not ahls to desoribe them sincs, as a

result of my ovn =onvictinns, during my 1life in the USSR T was very far removed
from the »087ibility of understandins such nonsonse.

-

~ond-

ML farama, pme e o -

Approved For Release 2002/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600020029-4



