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The production of textiles is the most important industry in Bulgaria. The
industry is conceritrated in the following cities, listed in the order of

their importance: .Gabrove, Sofis, Sliven, Plovdiv, and Stalin (formerly
Varna.) '

Raw Materiéls

2.
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Bulgaria's present production of cotton is the same as it was before the
war, about three to four million kilograms per year. I recently heard
that this is to be increased to about six or seven million kilos, but
40 not Jmow the date when this target is to be reached.

Before the war 50% of Bulpa»ia's cotton imports came from India, the. ree
mainder from Egypt, South America, and the US, Today, Bulgaria importas
only Soviet and Egyptian cotton; 18 million kilos amually of the former

‘and about three to five million kilos of the latter. I have never had ?

the opportunity to verily these figures. The Egyptian cotton comprises

only very fine grades, while the Soviet cotton consists of much coarser
grades. - .

Bulgaria buys almost nene of its Egyptian cotton directly from Egypte
instzad, the USSP purchases it from Egypt and then sells it to Bulgaria.

1 belleve that the reason for this procedure 1s that the USSR lacks
sufficlent spinning capacity and therefore purchases cotton for processing

in the satellite countries, afterward buying the finished textiles from
the satellites,’ S : : P .
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Se Most of the hemp required by Bul~aria is grown domesticaliy., Most of the

oonntryis flax requirements must o imported, Prier to the war, Buigsria
imported flax from Itsly and ths Bal tic States, I do n6t know the source
of flax toaay, but possibly 1t is the USER,

6, Vool produced in Bulgaris ie coarse, Before the war, Bulgaris imported
"Australisn wool from England end wcol thread ‘1 Germany, I do not Jmow

whether Bulgaria ie importing wool todsy, but I do kaow there is no impert
of wool *hread from Germany,

B'pinain}ﬁmd Weaving Capacity

7¢ In 1939 the inventory of eé¥bon spinning mschinery in Bulgaria totalled
240,000 spimning epindiss, So fir se I knew, 8o spimning machines have
been imported since that iims except for x-60;000-spindle mill purchased
from East Gerssny in-1550e51, It is plssned to imerease thinm capecity
threugh the importstion of sn additionsl 60,000 spindlds of #plnning

machinery by 1953, In Bulgeris we figzure that the average 1ife span feor
spinning machines is thirty years,

8, In 1939 Bulgerisn epinnirg mille, working-two elght=hour shifts per day,

- produced obout 20 million kilegrams of cottom 4hresd ranging from §8 to
#36, with #16 being ths sverege, (These figures refer to the British
eysten (" tesignating cetton threed.) -Approximeteiy 50 to 60% of the

thread pre. iced was £16, the remeinder being divided smong Numbers 8, 12,
! 2, end 36, 2After ¢he war the trend wes toward the production of coarser
: L ;l;lz;aada, so that now wpproximately 50 to 60% of cotton thread outpnt is

"9, In 1939 the inventory of wool epinning machimes ranged fromtwo to three
3 ~thousand spinning spindles for wool {Btreichgarn) and sbout 1500 for
i) . worsted (Kammgsrn). No additlonsl-maehinery-has been imported since Wopld War
: . II., and to the best of my knowledge, none €3 -scheduled to be imported,
Hool spinning capacity is insuffistent to keep the looms fully occupled;

hence 50% of Bulgarisn requirements for oloth snd thread have to be
1‘p0rt.do

16. _In 1939 there were sppreximately thrae to four-thousand epindies fér
spinning hemp and fisx in Bulgaria, - There-have beea no imports since fhat
time, and, to the best of my lmowledge, nohe are platined. Most of the
méchines are 50 tn 60 years old,

11, In 1939 ‘there were tpproxintely seven ﬂmuﬂd leoss in Bulgaria’ for
wearing cotton and silk and approximately 2;500 heavy looms for weol
"~ oloth. There were arnother thousand loows for the weaving of hemp and Ilax,

Yo new machines have besen imporisd since that t‘u, narare uy such imports
scheduled at the jirssent time,

12, One of the buttlenssks h the Bulgarien brrbilo industry today 1s mhin-ry
for processing cioth into finished bext{l4 products, is, dyeing, lorcoris- .
Ing, laundering, preasing, and buttonholing machines,

' Yaxtile Plants
13, ‘The two largest prewar cotton spimning mills ia Bulglrla wers 'hiclrhl

in Gorne Benya near Sofle end *Tear Boris? in Varna, hoh contliud
"sbout 25,000 apinaiu.

1ks Todsy the largest spinning factory would be the 60,000 . 1nn£ .puu. s
‘Instellation purchased from Tast Cermany, It is called '?ctim mﬂ .
‘and 1s located, I believe, in Nadezhda, & vuiuo nokr Soflie,
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22, The cnly complste textile wmuehinss manufactured im Bulgaria are same
small looms and auxiliary textile mechints of “various kinds preduced im
gmall machine sheps, he Bulgarian Jovernment plans, I belleve, to prow
duce more znd mote of fts cur tuxtile machifgry requiremenis, As a
beginning, they are now trying 4n start prodnetior of Eperc perts which,
over a pericd of years, will probably advancg to tne stage where complets
machines of simple deaigrz will be produced,

2%, I bave niver seen Aany tentile mschinery of USSR manufdcture and I am not
aware that the USSR hes shipped any textile machinery to Bulgaria,
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