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1. Prlsonere were transported fn unvontiladod caottlo earn with o protection
from the 40° vintor weatiier. Thexe wao an avarago of 50 peoplae In cach
15+t onr. Daily rotionn conalste® of 220 Gr. of hblscuit, 50 gr, of walied
bacon, and obe teaspoun of sugar. o wator vag farnishod; when prisoncro
golled for At uerds vould vama into the care, boat and kick the pooy’ |, omi
incile tholir dogo to take magy what food they kad. Toid %ho oars contoined
Gormone, the population cursed the grisonorz and threw stoass. In ench car
thore varo inforrers vho conducted fnvgotigationo dwring the one-month
Journey.,

Tha Comp

_ 4. Tpon arriw)l at a destinatior prizoners eluzys hiad o vmlic a few niloa to
p the camp, oftor throvgh deap snev, eurrounded Yy sonrds cad dogs. Comps
ueually concisted of badly ad hurriedly dullt borracko Intested with bedbusa,
Stray was uwed dn len of blapkets. Of%om titere wan mo wutar in the cunp.
In those ceson it would huva to bs brovght in on sloighs pulled by eix to
eight nen for n distance o) o Mdlokoters. darbing was oot of tho question.

3o Cwwmpo near tho mdnos wore welld ofy for fuel no ovaryons wowild bring a plece
of coal Crien works Tu other canpe fual had to bo brought in nledgho lled .
by wen, ¥Flooth sarvicu” iz huge vate wao done an a panalty for bod work or
lack of dinaiplino. In ono of tho carmpa (Kumbor 9/283) tho sgvmanding of ficor,
& Cnptala Florynski, vsatod a apociul brigedo of formor AKX / Armin Frajown.
or lNome Acny officozy/ for this [128hy taok.

£eod _avd Horiing Conditimu

4. Twico a dny, in s norning end ovaulng, prioouers received throe-guiters of
a Jitor of doup from rovten cabboge loaves wnd other ouch vogotablen, thrse to
fonr vpoonfvily of kb, and 600 grome (one kilogrem if working in ti: wino:)
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of bread. Once s month thoy got a half kilogram of pugar. Moot of the

fat, flour, meat, and ornned stuffs received at the canp wvas eatem by tho
camp administrators; very little reached the prisoners. In the spring,
uhen no cabbage was left, they boiled thistles and nettles. To avold
complete omaclation the irmates sold whatever vas left of thalr belongings,
stole at their vorlting posts, and mode all sorts of things to sell. In thob
wsy thoy helped esch other to survive, There were some dootors {aleo Poles)
but facilities wero so inadequate and medicines so mearce that sicknese wos
a heblt. Tuberculosis, diarrhea, preumonis, and seiatics were partloularly
prevalent,

5« Dally worlking boura ranged from eight hours in the mines to ten howrs 1n
the buildings, Pay varied from 100 to 300 rubles & month., Somo of the mine
workers received premiums to smcoursge greater output—-a.p., one kilogram of
bread {20 - 30 rubles), one Idlogram of potatoes (6 - 16 rubles), one 1iter
of miik (12 - 25 rubles), cus egg (7 = 10 rubles), one kilogram of bacon
{250 - 450 rublos). These prices varied with the scasons nnd the appearance
of items on the froe market,

Events jftor Qormany!s Surrender

6. VWhen the fighting stopped prisoners expected to be released, but not wmtil
Sep 45 did any return to Polgnd., Those remeining were mostly social end
political workers, AK officers, or German sples.

7. On 27 Dec 45 a second tranoport left from Stalinegorsk. Food becomo soarcer
and fat or meat mor—existont. In the opring of 46 the authorities received
orders to favor the Germuns, vho wero glven the oirtus of guaxrds. Though
wmarmed, they could bo dlstinguirshed by white bands on thelr sleevos. This
scandalized the loecal population vho from then on becume frlendlier toward
the prisoners. The administration of the camp uan also turned over to the
Gormana. The authoritlies explained that this was because they plwned to
oond rll the Polos home, keoping only the Germana, In Jun 46 about 150,
mostly AX officers, wore selected and sent cast, probably to Kazan, tnder very
strong cocort,

Beturn to Polgnd

8. On 15 Jun another transport of about 2,000 people, mostly Poles who had sorved
4n tho German Army or Germ4ns who lmew Polish, was put togetber. This group
went to Stelinogorsk and then to Brzeso vhere a Polimh Government delegate
took over. Fron Brzese they were teken to a camp in Milecin noar Wloslawel
for ecreening. All except 350 collaborators were sant home, But many Poles
8t11l remained in Sovlet camps.

m St rpk £ 0C,

9« Destructlon between the Ustawmja station and Baramovicze ie widesprond, Statlons,
bridges and citiec are completely desuroyed and only a fev villages heve survived,
The {lelds are mostly wnplowed and grass 1s high on whet vere battlefilelds,
Between these one does see atrips of land with very poor e¢rops on them. Along
the track there are whole German factories on reilroad cars. On the alde of
the tracks wncovered machinery is dumped sloppily to rot avmy. Some things,
naturally, are being carried awoy by the local population.

10. At the Katyn station prisonerg tried to get the "kolechozniki' who had_spent the |
whole var there to talk about Polish officers murde:e: in Kozla Gora/ Kogla Glowy 2,
They would look eround fearfully to see if anyone oo wutching or 1istening and

then 1ithout s word would leave, The place 18 now guarded by the Soviet Army

and no one can go there,

CONFIDENTIAL t\u RRET S .

et aTe T

ey

ATHE 27

Surg




TS

CONFIDENTIAL [ ]

Approved For Release 2003/11/21 : CIAZRDP80-00809A600530840033.94052

11, At Krasnaja prigoners saw o mon in a Polich mojor's umiform walking up and
dowm with an old beorded kolchoznilk., When they spoke o the officer in
Polish he did not undorstend.

124 From Smolonsk onward crouwde of women would board the troin, hanging on the
huffers and sitting on the roof. Thoy would po us far os Brzesc to got
bresd and potatons witich they would toke back home. The difference on the
Polish side of the frontler was noticeable, There the fields were tilled,
the houses clean, and at ths stations women came and sold bread, butter,
sausapges, rilk, and cheese.

Qther Soviet Campo
13. In many campe in the Stalinogorsk region there aro still sbout 1,500 Poles,

nixed with Germans. In Mar 45, 5,500 Poles, including 4 AK generels and
700 AK officors, were still in o lavpe camp at Eazan. Most of them probably
are still thera,

tion of the Soviot +

14, ALicer the war ended there was great disillusionment. This was especially
trus among the Soviet soldiers vho had been trested umjuetly. Repatriated
{from the weat, they were placed in workers! batellions vhere the discipline
was very stiff. Thelir food was no better then that of the Polish priconers’
but their working norms were hipgher. Intelligent elemente and officers often
aleo worked in the camps., When they were taken from Germany they were told
+all talec about the future. Thus they are now filled with hatred. for the
authoritics. They sow dlscontent and a vhisperins campailgn against the regime
ie going on. They work lasily and sloppily, end oftem there is sabotage, with
destruction of tools and materisl and stealing. Politically they are a very
conaclous elomont, Anti-Semitism is otrong among then,

15, During the summer and antumn of 45 robber tande started roeming the country. :
In the Stalinogorsk reglion a few higher offivers of the NKGB were murdered. o
Rumors among the locel population are eagerly hunted end received. They see :
their only salvation in a war between the USSR on one side and the US and
Great Britain on the othier. All are convinced that nowhere else in the world :
45 1ife 85 bad s in the USSR. The repubation of the US is immenss. During '
the war the population saw many US goods vhose quality was far superlor %o
Russian. Tho Soviet masses are drawun to the picture of the U5, with the free-
dom end wealth of its oitizens. It is hard to conceive that the USSR could
push its masses against the US as thay were able to stir them sgainst the
Germans.

16, Those b0 wers in Poland speak woll of the Polea. In 1946 Soviet efforts to !
oreats hatred of Britain could be reen. This campaipn wae intensified in the -
press and radio after Churchillts Fulton, Missouri speech. During this time
t+o masaes 1ived in the convietion Uit wor was immdnent. They prayed for it.
When e plans oppearsd on the horisen, they looksd eagerly to see if it wus a
foreign one. The people saw that vhat the USSR had been tolling them for years
was all 1llee.

17. Poverty, terror, and injustice are on the inorease. The 1945 crops ramained in
the f1ields not only becanse of the nerpowor shortogo but becanse of the hatred
of the "kolchozniki® who recelve oo litfle grain for thelr hard wori. Ther
have to steal from the State allotwents in order to live, Primitive methods

o vory mall crops even from the very rich lands, There is a severe
of livestock. particularly horees and cattle. In 1946 prices continued to olimbs

the only drop wvas in clothing ond choes vhich were brousht back by retwurning
M 8ell them for food. '
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