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TH1S 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT .0

1. Various informers 1n Berlin and East Germany have been collecting data for
source on Soviet atomic defense in thelr areas. Following are the main
facts described and gseertained in thesz reports:

2. In the Soviet Occupation Army stationed in East Germany, lectures on atomic
defense only began at the end of 1953. Previously, occasional lectures on
this subject were given, but there were no regular courses. At present, the
weekly curriculum for the troops contains st least three lectures on atomic
warfare, dealing with:

a. Methods of protection againast atomlc weapons,

b. Recognition of the effects of radioactivity on personnel and material.
c. Means and methods of first ald.

d. Tactical atomlc weapons (description and use).

3. Since the Karch H-bomb tests in the US, the Soviet Armed Forces? daily
"Red Star® has published four long articles with popular descriptions of
the A-bomb, the H-pomb, sbout the peaceful application of atomic energy,
and the need to disbelieve exaggerated stories of the lethal effacts of
the A-bomb, or of this weapon rendering regular mass land armies unnacessary.
This is a remarkable change. 3ince 1950, Soviet antiatomic defense hos
invariably and consistently minimized the effects of the atomlc weapons.
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Soviet regimental libraries have bean provided with pudphlets on atomic
défense. and on the A- and the H-bombs, but they are only available to
officers in special reading rooms for secret and confidential studies
and instruction. Hitherto no special antistomic protective clothing, or
other means have been issued, and Soviet readers are advised that anti-
gas clothes and gas masks are perfectly adequate for antistomic purposes.

Next autumn special exercisea in atomic tactice w11 be held. Judging by
the teciical advice given during lectures on cth2 use of tactical atomic
weapons, the main sucjecns of these arercisse Vi1l be:

a. The time needed ! .r Lroops Lo get r2ady ana mobile muat be shortened
to 8 minimum,

b. Rapidity, techinique and organlzztion of the disparsal of the units,
¢. Methods to meintain operationsl coheslion of the dispersed units.
d. Defense in a disperaed zondition,

e. Reconcentration 2 units, prograssive and offensive actlons under atomice
werfars cnnditions,

Throughout the five phases, individusi protecuzion and defense as well as the
evacuetion of casunlties, and so on, are Lo be practiced.

Prom informaft:icn gathered on this subject 1t seems that:

8, The Soviet Commanc in EBas%t Germauy only bagan to take account of tactieal
atomic weapons last autumn.

b. The Soviet 1dea i1z to manimize he =ffests of wviae atomlc weapons in troop
ingtructlon, so as to avoid psra. and criticism,

¢c. The Soviets intend to use stomic weapons right from the beginning of
military operations.

d. Expecting immedlate reteliation, thsy intend to disperse thelr troopz
in East Germany at, the very heginning.

e. They will be kept dispersed for two o three days, untll ihe major effeoct
of the atomic surprise attack bsc bean achileved and car be evaluated.

f. Dispersed Soviet troops must bs kept ready for defense.

g. Suhsequently reconcentrated, the Joviet troops will begin their offensive
{on the third or fourth day), so ¢s to progress as rapidly as possible,
which 1s thelr me jor aim.

Unt1l last winte:/1953/ the Soviet -cumand haa been extremely wary in organizing
their maneuvers and exercises, Lo 23 10 avold detection _and observation by

the local popuvlation and enemy agents. Thils yeer /19547 they seem to have reached
the conclusion that the risk of besing caught unprepared was a greater evil

than of being detected and observed.
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