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1. Current nolitical _heads 1n Bragov are Col[t—nﬁ Galusek, comsander of ibe lusal Sacuri-
tatea and Ma jor [i‘-n Condurache, commandant of the local militia. Galusek
1ives at Dealul Spirel Street 266. Neither one of the men is a Rumanian,
and Condurache has adopted an old Rumanian name to hide his real nationality.

2. Troops in the city include two.infantry regiments, in barracks near the
Partizanul Rosu factory, on the Boulevard Lenin, on Strada Lunga and on Strada
Mihai Viteazul; two mountain regiments, outside the city; a mountain artillery
regiment at Rasnov, and the 17th Bomber Regiment at the airfield.

3. Although Bragov was renamea Crasul Stalin on Stalin's birthday in, 1949, no one in
the town uses anything but the 0ld name. The place now has a population of
170,000, Under the Communist regime it has lost 1ts former galety and food
18 short. There is a general fear of deportation. By the beginning of 1953,
about 20,000 persons had been deported as "socially undesirable elements®™, and
only those rated as narmless were removed to Miercureu Ciuc.

4. The first thing one sees in Bragov 1is the Cetatzuia prison for politieal
prisoners, 4 four-story building on Cetatzula hill. The neighborhood is guarded
by the Securitatea, and traffic around the building 1s forbidden. The place
pidably has underground torture chambers; details about this are not to be had
rroni?e}_&;e few people who have been released from the place, they say nothing

- after their release and avold contacts with their friends. ' '
e o

SEE ILAST FATE PO FUITLNTY 6. AREA CDDES

25X1
(o g w0 s ki e DA e Tl "thmmenes ot che] Diiorcnees L Achaidhl iecamel sherh. It i e b slammicand e |
wkinue the concurren - <! the ne''aming office chrough the Avisror Direce:e of e Olfce of Caltrcrion asd D. e, €1\, AR ax pesta it che com
Momrives, way b v oy (lu..:, AN Ol ganization i PRV T S ORI NY EESRY dauabation peovida; e peblicai; . Sam *E 25X1

0.00809A000500820002.8..




[— Approved For Release 2006/11/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500820092-6

CONFIDENTIAL 2591 A

-2 -

5. The old railroad statlion was bombed out during World Wer II and the new one is decidedly
shabby, From it the lines:ryn out to the factories ol brajov and 1ts neighoorhooa.
Near the station are the modern railroad shops. Before the station stand only a f{ew
taxils and horse-drawn droshkys. Because of the high fares, they are used almost ex-

clusively by Communist functionaries.

6. In the town there are six bus lines, Wwith 15 buses altogether, 10 of which are Czech
Skodas, bought in 1952. The remainder, of various makes, are over age. They are
alvays overoroyded, with 100 passengers instesd of the L0 theoy are supposed to take,
A ticket costs 0.50 leu.

7. The main street of the city, formerly called Regele Carol Street is now Lenin Street.

It runs through the town to the edge, where a huge monument to Stalin has been
erected. Midway along it there 13 a btig unfinishec building, intended for propaganda
meecings. When 1t was three-quarters complete, it was found that the celeulatiens on
it were wrong, and 1t has never been finished. Lenin Street 1s crossed by Karl Marx,
formerly StPada Vamii. Here, in the building formerly occupied by the German

National Union are the offices of the regional organization of the Communist Party.

8. ©Near the ARO Palace  Hotel, the. stréets sometimes change :thelirn . name, becuming Strada 7
November. Here in the building of the former savings bank, are the offices of the
ARLUS (Association for Soviet-Rumanian Friendship) and the offices of the labor
unions, Farthe» along are the offices of the state bank, the investment bank and the
Sovrom bank. At the corner of Strada 7 November and Sfantul Ion Street are militia
headquarters. The Securitatea offices are near the city baths, Strada Prunduluil and

on the market place.

9. In Bragov therevare five hotels, only three of which are open to the public--Hotel
ARO Pdlace, Hotel Coroana and Hotel ARO Sport. The other two are the Cerul Militar,
whicn is @n oificers: casino, aand ihe fdobel Bouwievasd, whith 'houscs 120 Craek
children. The ARO Palace, at the corner of Stalfn Street and Strada 7 Novemver, 1s
a quite new nine-story building, reserved for Party tunctionaries and forelgn
visitors. The best rooms are cleared for foreign visitors, and-those whe 1fve in
them are moved to others, or toyother hotals;~no fiotter-what Party rank they have.
The hotels are managed by the state. -In a first-class hotel . tne prices are 2F leu
for a single room and 42 leu for a double; in second-class hotels 20 and 30 leu. - A
luxury hotel was built in 1y51 at the Polana Stalin for the Ski Olympics. Shurtly
afterward it burned. There were stories that it had been set afire by some of those
concerned in the construction to hide the evidence of embezzlement during the build~

ing; and many arrests were made.

10. There are only a few restaurants open, since the state managements cannot keep thelr
prices down to the level of the falling standard of living. The restaurants fall in
three categorlies: the luxury class with a price of 50-100 leu a meal, visited only
by the new Communist aristocracy; Class A, where 25 to 35 leu is the price of a very
ordinary meal and Class B, where the food 1s almost ‘tnedible and the prices 10 to 20
leu Most of the factories maintain canteens for their workers.

11. Tye famous pastry shops are now state undertakings, but have a very limited patronage,
sinae only a few even of the Communist aristocracy are willing:to pay 1.50 to 2.50

leu for.a tiny cake.
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Bragov has a state theater, directed by the famous actor of the old roguo. MNisu
Potino. Pioocs by c-.raenlc lro playec frequently. )

The movies show mostly stereotyped Soviet propaganda films, which leave: the
houses almost empty.. Those who attend thesc films are workers who have been

forded to buy tickets by their unions or cther organizations. When a Csech,

‘Ponat; or German film with less propaganda comes along, the places are jammed.

Consumption of alcohol in Bragov has grown markedly.

The churches are filled on Sundays, in spite of Communist propaganda, and in spite
of the fact that: mny priests have yanished. . ,

m'a!ov has an engineering achool and an ngricultml institute. Courses last
three years. : :
™ha -hmun af hoanitals 4a marked. Of the four hospitals. tha tue beat_ in

addition to two clinics s &re reserved for Party runctionarios and the amy. .
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