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0f course one of the most indicetive signs of the brealing of past ties with Stalinism
was the immediate decline of the Stolin nyth. Although Stalin's neme was not entirely
deleted from press coverage 1t was severely Ge-emphasized. Whercas his name had prev-
iously appeered one hundred times in each issue of Pravda, it would be actually necese
sary to search for it after his death. Also during the period vbetween April and June
1953 there was practically no publicity ziven to Stalinfs Economic Prcblens of
Socialism., Indications were that it had been all vut Junked. though I have seen no
Soviet publicationsm I would definitely imngine the appearance
of & reverse trend in The press sihce tnat time. This reverse would talie the form of e
gradual and partlal restoration of the prestige of the Stalin neme. Of course no
violent reversal would be practicel, but I would definitely watch for increased mention
of Stalin's name in news articles.

Another possible indication of the vicissitudes of Stalint's prestige after death is the f
fact that there has been a Tive months deley in putting Liis body on display at the

Lenin Mausoleum. + was announced irmediately after his funeral that the body would be

on display immediately. i N i

read about it being put

S S

One of the most signiricant aspects of the irend curing those months, however, was the
frequent mention in tue press of the protection of the rights of Soviet citizens. This
was an entirely new subject, and although the Soviet constitutlon does not leave many
rights to the individual, I hed never beforc scen much mention of a desire to observe
even those that were provided. This indication of a possible beginning of a new Soviet
"eonstitutionalism" appesred to cmerge from the exoneration of the “*doctor-nurderers.”
In publicizing thet reversal, attention was paid to the fact that government police

hed violeted the rights of Soviet citizens when they obteined confesslons by torturs.
The press also indiceted that cnti-Semitism ("stirring up national anirnosity™) was
iteelf a violation of the rights of Soviet people.

The Doctors! Plot reversal, of course, was & sclient news cevelopment, but thexre were
also many small end seemingly insignificant indicatilons of "liveralization" in the
Soviet press. One newspaper featured an erticle denouncing the local. police in Lvov
for obstructionism in not grantinrg drivert's licenses to people vho had purchased auto=
mobiles. They complained that the police asked too many ridiculous questions about
whet the purchasers vere going o use ihe cur for and vhere <they had gotten the money
to buy 1t. The article statcd thet tlie people had saved their noney and had e right
to get driver's licenses providing they couvld pass the prescribed operating tests.
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Then, of course, there wos thc Soviet-insplred armisiice in Koreo., DBefore Stalin's
desth Moo hod stoted cleasly (uce Pravda zor 1k Feb 53) that the war vould be continued
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This "liberalization™ movement, nowever, £eens to have come to an end after the fall
of Beria. The first indication of this was the very language of the Beria denuncia-
tion itself. The tone of the press and other :edia nad readopted its original brand |

of uncompromising hatred. The technique of invective and sbuse had returned. Simul-. E
taneously with the arrest of Berie, all mention of the rights of Soviet citizens dis- v

appeared from the press. 1In other words, it appearcd that the brief "vacation" from '
the excesses of Stalinism had come tc an end.
1
1

And yet, I think it would be unsafe to say that the complete unreasonableness evident ! A
during Stalin's last years would be completely reincarnated. I believe that the present
regime will not in the near futwre be so likely to overstep the Lounds of reason as |
was Stalin. For Instance I feel that the new regime would not expel a US ambasgsador
merely for statements criticizing the USSR. Whot's more, I feel that the possibllit;

|
of an "accidental" war nas also decreased clightlye. 5 !
r.J

But I should also like to caution azainst any overestimation of the rationalism motivae
ting Soviet moves under pest or present regimes. T feel that there has been a tendency
among Western observers .o over-intellectualize Soviei leedership because of the
apparent cold-blooded pregmatism of their policies and decisions. In my opinion,
behind this facade of rule by pwe rationalism there is an underlying emotional irra-
tionalism. I believe that one of the greatest provlems of Soviet leadership is a
psychological one and that the men who form Soviet policy %today are influenced by a
pethological psychology which developed Avring Stalin's lifetime and which has hung
over into tne present regime. This le & psychological outiyrowth of dictatorships
everywhere and differs in outward Torm from thnt in Hitler's Gernmany but is identical
to 1t in 1ts bvasic origin. I intend to cover ithis subject in detail in some of my
future writings.

Qs Con you corment on Soviet actions to reform corruption in its governmental organs?
Are officeholders often purged for corrupt practices? .

A. When key personnel are purged 1t is usually for political rcasons but they are rare-

1y if ever purged becausc of personal or orgaenized corruption. In my opinion the

Stalinistts idea of reform in & corrupt goverrmentzl organ not only took into account

the fact that the working ci Living conditions In each bureaucrat!s job helped cause .“
the corruption, but readily ssswuued that 1 one officlal in a given category were found

to be corrupt chances werc very good that most of the cther officeholders in that cate-

gory were elso corrupt. iHence, even if they i'lred one or more of the olficlals the

conditions which corrupted them Jrn “lLe first plece weuld still be present and would

also affect their successors.:

It was readily apporent that thq cnly alternatives were either to alter the conditions
in all sinilexr Jjobs and departments or 4o etrengthen security measwres and attzmpt to
re-educate the entire category of officeholiers who needed refornming. Under Stalin the
first alternative was practically iopossible hecause of & shtubborn refusal to admit or
even nint that conditions in tae U ve ast vhat they should we. ience under Stalin
there was a permonent and continuo to use various types of criticism to re-
educate the people nobt to do the ii et the systen forced them to éo in the firet
place. :

The medium whicli was called upon more end msre for this peculiar tach was the use of
officiel satire. Its use coatliiued aiier Stalin's ceath but was not gquite as venomous
a8 before. The favorite subjech has been tne use of public funds and official posi-
tions Tor personal confort ond materfel gain. One cose which was cleverly written up
concerned a ranking orficeholier who used Lis official limousine and chauffeur to take
his dogs for nunis in the woods. Satlirical tresiment often gets uwch more serious than
this, and often is used in conjunction with other medls to get puolic support for &
project. But satire is never used cgulnst serlous poluwlcul offenders or deviationists,.
Obviously these matiers are not to be taken guite 50 Lightly.

Tt has been said thol setiricol campeigns in tae Soviet press are usually forerunners
of official reforrm campaigns. Such 1s often tie cazse but I would hiesitate to confirm
1t5 use as & relieble indicator of futwre actlons, primarily because of the leck of
uniformity in the sequence in which sctire appears. Sometimes tie action of the reform
takes place first and is followed up by satlirical references to the evils of the

situation as it eizisted before the reforn.
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Qe In your opinion, what is the chief wealness of Soviet demestic propaganda?

A. HNodtwithstanding the fact that the Soviet domestic propeganda machine has the

advantages .of being eble +to beam constant repetitions at a captive audience, it often ’

defeats its own purpose because of its inherent rigidity. It is this rigidity whicki fo

highlights the inconsistencies of Party line reversais. These reversals then foster I

the growth of scepticisma i
|

In a free society, changes in the ideas and concepts which govern public opinion come

about gradually and naturally and have the necessary flexibility to develop with new ‘[
-situations. But Soviet propagandists ignore the facts of nornal change. There would

be no change in substance or interpreitation of ideas and events for periods of 10 to

15 years. The rigid unchanging original interpretation would be monotonously repeated

to the public in.umvavering detail. Then =27%er years of this %he vord suddenly comes «-;

down from ebove to pertislly or completely reverse 4he stand or interpretation of some
Question. Iieturally a preat deal of scepticism arises from these reversals., One -

young Soviet student pointed out that he was avare of the artificiality and the
"politicalness™ of the. constant and inconsistent "agitation™ beamed at the Soviet
¢itizenry from.all media of mass cormunicetion. :

But over end above the scepticism arising from these reversals is the dismal effect of
the monotony of being told, and intimidated to retell, the boring clichéds of standard
interpretation. I believe that the effects of this forced monotony have a more harme
ful effect than the sudden reversals vhich usually occur,

This background of dismal monotony is well reflected in the radio listening habits of
Muscovites. liost people cannot afford radios vut they do have "reproductors,'" which
are merely iloudspeakers pretuned to a basic ceniral station. Outdoor loudspealkers

have been installed on many streets and squares for adced effect. The Soviet family
has become completely conditioned to the droning monotony of the canned propaganda line,
and of "news broadcasts" wvhich consist of the verbatin readduy of Pravde editoriels.
They keep the receiver turned on at a very low volume so that the speaker's voice can

‘be ‘heard cnly as & low murmur. Yet they can invariably tell by the tone in the

announcerts dim voice whenever he stops the canned materisl and begins to make announe .
cements of real interest to the listener or starts to introduce a nusical program. )
Once his tone of voice changes they t'wn up the volume and listen until the Party line ,

reading returns, |

Possibly as & result of the rigildity of interpretation and the inconsistency of the
reversals, there has grovn up o general scepticism questioning whather or not anyone !
really 1s o Communist. Adherence to the preveiling doctrine requires parrot-l7ice
repetition of Communist clichds.. This type of conformity, when coupled with acepti-

ciem, lnevitably gives rise to some form of dual reraonality. Once a person recognizos
this complex in hiwself he feels that others are Likewlse affected by it and that they

too are merely giving lip-service conformity +o meintein or elevate their own posie

tions under tihe existing regine.

This forn of mutual understanding has given rise 4o the very popular slang term
shlturnik, which literally translated means "skinner™ but in the slang refers to "one
who looks after his own skin." Trnis term applies to the "careerist" who is determined
to always say the "right thing™ in order to guin favor and to "get ghead." Many people
scorn the "shkurniks” and assume thaet anyone who pretends to be "ideiny" (le & true
believer) is a “shkurnik™underneath.

Incidenté.lly, the tendenéy to lead a double 1life has given rise to & unique brand of
double talk of the kind which inevitably erises under any totalitarian regime. If
done skilliully, e person can get across an idea to a friend without actually putting

i1t into words which could later be used a3 evidence egeinst hin.
Q. Are there any reliable indicators of unofficilel ran-in-the-street opinions?

A. There are none which I coulc consider relisble, but several arc quite intere'stving.
These are rumors, Jokes and possibly speciator reactions at sporting events.

Naturally, when official news is tightly coatrolled, rumors flouwrish. As they flowrish

they set up their own channels and machinery for the rapid dissemination of whatever
runor is fed into the ..ill. Rumors ore often based on wishful thinking and express the
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hopes of tie people. Ominous rumors often indicate the people's feur, insecwrity, or
lack of confidence in public officizls or pclicies. Dut these rurors are reliable
indicl_ri:ors only if they arise spontaneously ancd it is Iairly vwell accepted that the
Soviets often use the propaganda technigque of the oiTicially inspired rumor. I'or
example, during 1942 and 1543 there was a rumor that olfter the wor the Americans and
British would b=z permitted to open up Cepartument stores in lioscowe I think this one
was inspired as a merale-lifter. Another casc: Curing the period just before Stalin's
death there was a rumor that Jewish doctors had discovered c oy to inoculate people
with cancer. This was probably police-inspired. :

25, Although there is naturally no actual proof of officizl inspiration of any rimors,
whenever the rumors are of sufficlent potency to influence public opinion in the ‘direc-
tion of current nationsl policy, chances are that they werc officially inspired.:
Rumors which crudely dramatize current propaganda taclis should alvays dbe sugpect. 1

26. Jokes, on the other hé.ncl, are usually quite spontaneous in origin. Jolies often give -
indications of what the people are actually thinking about. I remerber one such Joke
vwhich was circulating as fax back as 1547 which indicated that Russians were antici-
pating Stalints death. This Jjolie was about an old man vho wrote a letter to a relative
outside of the USSR. 1In the letter hie stated that it looked as if the "old s.o.b. was
getting feeble and wouldn't last nwuch longer.™ Natwrally the letter was opened by the
censor and turned over to the secret police. The old ren was duly arrested and dragged
before a secret police colonel for questioning, The colonel quoted the passage and
asked him "Just vhom did you have in mind when you wrote that ftthe old s.o.b.'vas get-
ting feeble and wouldn't last much longer?" "Why Winston Churchill, of course,” he
explained. The colonel looked convinced and told the old men that he could go. But
Just as he g2t to the door thne old man turned end asked, "By the way, colonel, Just
vhom did you have in riind?"

27. On the subject of spectator reactions at sporiting events, T can only recount the oft
reported flavor of the demonstrations which occur regulerly at loscow "football"™ ’
games between the "gsemi-pro" teams officielly sponsored by governmental organs.. The
two consistently best teams ere the ones sponsored by the Red Army and the MVD. i
Naturally the crowds express vigorous support to the Red Army tean and take great -
delight in booing the team sponsored by the VD, .

- end -
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