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1. "The following cbservations dete from March through 2 September 1953.

2. "The great event of Stalin's death (on which cccaslon, there was 0o reaction at
all from citizensinaturally gave rise to a great sense of encouragement., BEverybody,
(and thesé are the rumors of the common man °f the st»eet), expected samething to
happen, Suteeguent events, Malenkcv's caming to pover, the liberaticn of the Soviet
Jewish physicians sccused of poisoning high Soviet Communist officlals, as well as
the amnesty, vhereby many politicel prisoners were freed, created among Rumanians
a state of confusicn. Simultaneocusly, Rumanisn Cammunist authorities took certain
steps (obviously fcllowing orders received fram Moscow) made for the purpose of
1) improving the food situation; 2) bringing to an end the rumors already spread
about & new monetary refcrm; and 3) gaining the enthusiasm of the magses. Each

problem will be analyzed below,

Food Si*uation
3. "The food situation was extremely dtseas rous, People ere lining up for bread and

milk and were fighting in the market for half a kilo of potatoes. During the middle
of July 1953, there was a “zerrible shortage of tcmatoes. The reeson Tor this short-
age of vital focd commodities is that Rumania has undertaken certain obligations

to supply the USSR, Czechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic with food
commodities (especially corn) in exchange for varicus kinds of machinery. To this
shouid be added Rumania's war reparations tc the USSR. In order to ease the food
shortage, former private cwmers of food commodity stores were called te tae CENTROCOP
{the Rumanian organ vhich controls and supervises food supplies for all of Rumania, .
including the Armed Forces and Soviet troops. It is located in the former Savoy
Hotel at Sarindar Street and th> corner of Calea Victoriei Street in Bucharest)
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2.
and ‘offered' 10,000 Lei and a small ‘parcela’ (small area for opening a store)
in one of Bucharest's markets. (It must be rointed out tha' the CENTROCOP owns
and supervises all of Bucharest's markets.) This action was taken imm~dietely
after Stalin's death. There have.even been cases of former owners of private food
conumodity shops belng freed from working on the Danube-Black Sea Canal and from
cor tentration camps for prisoners and being brougut back to Bucharest,where they
were offered 10,000 Lel (as initial capital) and an area in the market for opening

a shop of their own.

4, "There is the case of (fnu) Nitescu, former cwner of a private vegetable store
in the Obor market. Nitescu] |was called to the 50X1-HUM
CENTROCOP [éxact date not specified, but Nitescu was not 2 prisoner at the
time of summons and was residing in the Obor sector of Bu .arest /, given
10,000 iei and e 'parcela’ and told ic open a privaite vegzetabtle store. This
Niteacu did, opening his store in the Obor marke?, as ddd meny of tne former
private owners of fcod commodity stores, 'These new rylvate owners were even
eauthorized to purchase fruits, vegetables, etc., dirsccily from farmers through-
out the Bucharest region. We have no cther detalls as to taxes and percentage
[coxmissiona’lj. It 1s known only that the 10,000 Lei, received as a *loan'
from the State, has to be paid back in smell installments within the next two
years. As exprensed by Nitescu, the main objectlon Lo thils new private deal
organized by the Communist authorities is the fasxr on the part of the new private
owners that once they have become rich agsin, s/ new nationalizetlon will te put
into effect or a rew monetary reform will destxroy all thelr savings or even that
mass errests of these owners will +ake place., A% aay rate, many of theae 'libearated!
private food store owners in the Obor markz=t a=e a% l2ast bhapny %o be fraa, to be
earning some money and .elping their families {who hed teen living in The wost
terrible poverty and mizery). They now awalt beiier times and hope for eventual
liberation., Howaver, they are aware of tke fact that this new gchame of liveli-
hood for them may be only =2 temporary move 5y aten . aimilar to the sutap taken
many years ago in the USSR, made cniy to regain the I"atth of the masees and of

naive persona,

e e i

5. "Another step rundertaken by the avtherities o improve the feod sftuntion vas
the unofficial permiesion granted <o farmer. Lo come %o Buchares®: and sell their
goods on the market, The tamous stxest asellers (q.v;r}_t_fg._l_g_g{;_) have roappeared and no

Governmment control 1a exercised over them, This ix aleo part of the cempalgn to

galdn the sympathy and support ¢f the peopin,

New Monet%z Reform
B. During Apri.-May 1953, there were daily rumcre in Bucharest of & new monetaryr ro-
form, Feople becan: punicky, aud stores were inveded as consumers rushed to invest

their money in anything they could buy. We knew a rarmer (vho was bringing his
family dbutter ond milk every veek) whc even bought two fans and some auto-lighte.
There is the possibility that these rumors were apread by Communist agents in oxder
to force the population 4o purchase goods and spend all their savings.

"After the rlcts in the Cerman Democratic Republic a.’ Czechoslovakia, the Communist'

authorities in Rumania undoubtediy reaifzed that they wers gradually losing control
of the magses and, comsequently, dacided to find another scaepegoat for the econcumic
disesters. Strong emphasis was given in the local papers of Bucharest to the 'fact’
thet enemisos of the people (paid naturally b, the imperinlista) had deen apreading

rumorn of a new monetery reform. The papere went on to sey that this rumoer waa ..ot

ﬁme .

gteps Taken to Gain Enthusiasm of Masses
) i divernlon deviomd by the authorities was that of engeglng the entire populetion
' re for the Youth Festivel [August 1653.7.

of Bucharest in hurs works and preparatio

The work done on the 23 August' Stadium {so much boasted of by the Communists}

wes done by forced labor on the paxrt of tha Buchareat populetlion and wan not frae
This stadium was conatructed in a

and voluntery (as mentioned by thelr papers) . 4
large hole, a en-called maidan at the Bariera Vergalul, commonly known as Gropile

7.
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Oatului'. The hole wag quite Qeep, about 25 meters, and very wide, and to emphasize
that the stadium was constructed in a few months was very foolish. It is true that
excavations were made to level the hole > but had not millions of tons of earth al.
ready been removed long before March 1953 (when the work was ostensibly inaugurated),
1t would have been humanly impossibl. to complete the stadium in the months re~
maining before the Festival. The Communist authorities needed to boast to the
participants of the Youth Festival that, the work had been completed in record time
and that it was a feat that could not have been performed in capitalistic countries.
A safe estimate is +hat T0% of Bucharest's population gave their forced labor to
complete the stad’um, Members of all State enterprisec verec I'orced to work on it
and private citizens were stopped on the stree:u and requested to give their 'voluntary"
contribution to the project. There were special brigades wh> organized groups of
citizens (who were not within the Government's field of labor) and took them to
work on the stadium. Even working an hour was considered s 'great contribution'.
This work was definitely unpaid, but members of State enterprises who had worked

on the stadium were promised free 2ntrance ticket: to the various events held

during the Festival, There was a special reglstry where the name' and addresc

of each worker was recorded clong with the number of hour: each person had worked,

9. "To further deceive the participants in the You+h Peztivml, the Communist suthor-
ities tried to draw a veil down over the real focd situation and the distribution
of food 1tems immediately became regular. Until a few days before the opening of
the Festival, the food situation had 31111 been bad and vital items were missing.
Then all State :5tores became filled wi th tre best ftems, Theve were sti1l) long
queues of people but these gqueues were made up mostly of people who wanted to ob-
tain the clothing and shoes manufactured speclally tor tne Fretival, Dele¢zates
were issued ' special identification cards by the Presidium of Jumania; these
cards entitled them to special reductione everywhere, ALl restourants had tubles
regserved for the delegate., and prices for them were at least van times lower
than for the common ¢itizens of Bucharest,

10. "The followink fncident which tock place during the first ten deys of August 1953
is an 1llustiation cof the special treatment giver to for<ign participante in the
Youth Festival, We actually were in a State Reataurant (a 1st Category restzurant)
situated on 6 Martie Boulevard (formeriy Eligabata) and slmost next to the victoria

movie theatre drinkingsa baterle of wine /[ one 1iter of wine, one liter of sodsm
vater and ice./ when |a stranger was seated at the next tadle, It 50X1-HUM

was about 9:30 M in The evening and this sirang: » was having a wonderful supper.
lie began with hors d'oeuvres and this was followrd by soup, fish, chicken, fried
potatoes, cake, ice-cream. He also hed wine and a liqueur, When in very bad
Rumanian(but good erough to make himself anderstood and to understand replinrs)
he asked the waiter (tovaras ospatar) for his check, he was presented with a bi1ll
amounting to 119.0C Lel The stranger, upon seeing the check, retorted that durinrg
e a 2 e 3
that same day for precisely the same dinner, h 50X1-HUM

restaur bassador Hotel. =1 1uIvi
The waiter then calied the man In charge /[called the Responsi- YN

ble by souvrces J, who fourd out from examining the man‘s special identificeticn card
That he wae a parzicipant in the Festival, ‘'Therecupon, he apologizeu to the stranger
and pointed out that he could La-e had a special table reserved fco such participants
and that because he was not seated at such a table, the mistake “ad been made. His
use of the Rumanian lenguage nad further added to the confuslou. It was pointed
out that the meal he had consumed wag worth 115.00 Lei but that beca.uae_he was &
Festival participant, the amount would be reduced to 19.00 Lei. He paida the 19.00
Lei and left the restaw ,4t. This scene wss nouticed by many people in the r~om.

li, "Although many Cemmuniste were deceived by the Featival and ‘huge SBocialist achieve-
ments’, even some fanatic Communists noticed the deception of the aspecial reductions

for the pa. uicipan at the granting of these privileges. Editors 50X1-HUM
Note: rLuumﬂTRumanian Cormunists in this instance -
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CI”‘%& of the Danubee~idlack Sea Canal Project

that the project hiv been campletely abandonad, nct 28 an act of clemepcy &nd not aa &
resu’t of the proviclon: adopted by the Coammunist au

categories of political prisonere but only becauses ©
huge work canvot be accomplished,
1952 and said that the canal i3 72 km long,
15 of the 72 km have been excavated and by tha tlme the

would be humanly impossible to heve piercad thraugh it.one mountains
envisioned by the Cammuntsts),

>
could never have been 72 km 1long;
Communist author{ties, realizing that the prc)
seized upon a. .,/ €XCI3LF
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Dropping of anti-Communist leaflets
12. "“Another inciden! taking place during the Youth Festival

was bLb dropping of anti-Com-
munist leaflets ty a plane of unknown nationality. This took place on 15 August 1953,
exactly at 11:10 PM In the evening. 7The plane flew almdst level with the tops of houses
as 1t dropped leaflets while flying towards the Danube, It was going at a rapid pace
and it did not circle around Bucharest, flying cver the city ouly once.

was approximately 25 x 15 cm in size, white,

1
Each leaflet i
and with writing oa only one side. The {
writing said:
'Tineri si tinere cari partecipati la Festival!—Impa:tasj ti slibovul vostru
strainilor care partecipa la Festival dela Bucuresti, spuneti-le cum a fost
luata bucata de paine dela gura muncitorilor si a copilulul vesbtru pentru
a arata strainilor bunastatea Comunista. Dati-l afara, spuneti-le sa se
duca ecasu
[Trtmsla.tion |:|Ycungstere who partizipate 1o *ts Festivall 50X1-HUM
Tell your pains 4o the sirangers who participats in the Yo>uuh Festival;
tell them the way Communists took bread away from the worksrs ard from
your children in order %o show the strgngers (ammang:t arkicvemsnts, Send
them awsy; tell them tc a5 hame,
ihe writing on the leaflets contjpued;
YA vend ol ziuva elibsrari] taril voastre de subt jouu)l muscsl.Jperedintatd
acasto allse celor se sunt gl apropriatt de vosl gl cameni de frorederea.
Dumnazen va (11 cx nolusl'ratascs Romakta libera a! {(adjpenienta?,
ﬁi‘x‘analation The day ot Lhe Ytbwyat ton of vooo vosehey from 50X1 -HUM
Boviet daminaticon will came, Hand tha [wafler to o v tw o riby payaon,
Ged will be with 23, long live Free and Independent Bomuan o,
"Batwann the lasth two sentances an bhe leafl let teere wipi oo poonoea ey deaign or akatch,
The subject was 'Awgast 274, 1544 The Literation by "t Gloricsos woviaet A‘rmy’l'. The
oke “oh represented a Rumatian farmer's house, The dote arg wt-lowe Of thia houss
wore aroken., In front of ths houre was the poar Carm wid bi: wiloe sltiding and erying
with her baby wnile other farmers lookad 1n gstonishme sl at a Govist sa’ldlse cexryling
the famous FI'9 eutamatic tvlLll2a, Ivan, the Sovict - oplisr, was plotured an & robber
having a pig In nis right hand and the farmerfs @ Gioc yiical winter coab of Runanisn
farmers), He wav alao clutabing other housevcld ¢ coand e oarm wa3 covered with
wrist watchea,
\ 50X1-HUM
1 | sbout batear o luter [ prosumshly after the 50X1-HUM
droypingj, militie agenhe roehed inte houass (n Lhe e tors of chareat whers leaflats
had been dropped and searched evary uook and cranny with preat zeal, including Bardans,
courtyerds and roofe, Their hLeavy ehoes caused zame roefs and tiles 1o braak,

They
gontinusd the search all night long and belleved thatl by collecting all the lesflote,
no one weuld knew ghegi Lrhe (ncident; hoepling enperielly to hide the fact fron the
dolegates Lo the Youth Feevival. However, nn the tallowing day, and Coar many days
aftorwards, ti:e leaflets wers the subject of many secret talke and whispering sessionm,
and & pource of groaatl encoursgemant YO many cltizeans Af Wicharest,

BRRLTIng down of Che Danshe-Biack fea Canal Project and the tiberation of scme
of the immuates working on thie proeject

of the Youth Festivel. ‘
returned to Ducharest, and ws have heard fram 1. .lnate frisnds Lhat even inmaten wers
sot free on this occasfon., However, It is & piblic fact known by everyone in Bucharsat

was encther svent which marked the bteginning
Many of the free workere and brigoetdiers of the Canal project

thor!ities to aet froo cartain

¢ a f1nal realfzation that this
A friend of ours had seen the ranal worke in May

4O m wide and 30 m desnp, Hovaver, only
Five Year Plan expired, it

s and hills (ao was
A large error wa: made (n the caloalations as the canal

a length of 45 lm Yeing tbe only ohtainable goal. The
. cold never he successtully completed,

tn ghuat down the werks,
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‘ ' 5. 50X1-HUM
New Rumanian National Anthem

!
1%, "T;xehFestiv:a.l w:.: narked a%ao b{ the appearance of a new Rusanian naticnal anthem
which actual a hymn o ’

e 1y ¢ Praise to the USSR and to the glorious Scoviet troops

e
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