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2.

"The Collowing coments on lLatvian trensportation date through mid-Jenuery 1953.
Trein Service

“fhe Latvien railways function satisfactorily. Trains run on schedule as
discipline is very strict; an engine driver almost goes to prison if his treain

. ig Pive minutes latr. The rallway carriages are very old and very dirty -
there are bugs in mamy of them. There are no first class carriages. only
gecond and third class. The second class is really & sleeper; it has up-
holstered seats and for the aight the pssseager is 1ssued a bianket and a
pillow which are quite clean and decent. The third class has hard wooden
benches; thelr backs can be lifted to form slseping shelves by night. It
costs 64 rubles to travel from Riga to Liepaja second class. The trip tekes
eight hours. ’

no recent rallvay accidents ms the authorities pay great atteaticn
to maintaining the tlow of traffic. All the roudbeds are in good arder.
During Latvia's independence e rerything was clemner, of course, the carriages
much more comforteble, and the Tere much cheaper. KNow, in gpite of the
comparatively high tares, pzople travel & lot, especially soldiers, and the
trains are always Tull.

"fhe railwaymen are pretty badly paid. A ticket collector’s salary, for
exomple, is 450 rubles per month, TFurthermore, the railwaymen are subject
to mtrict military discipline, with very much heavier pepalties for minor
offences than those applied to ordimary workers. Therefore no person who
can get ancther job works on the railway. It recruits its persconel meinly
from the kolkhozes. Life is so haml there that the kolkhoz meizhers are
prepared to tuke any Job if only it takes them away fram the kolkhoz.
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ol aafricule e ‘get. There 1s a quens, of course, but you . ]
do not need to L1 wup the night before - as for many axticles of food and cloth-
ing. If you havs b travel uander 11n~re is ne nPed o line up - you go to the book- ¢
ing offrce atesd of Bll clnere. ‘ !
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6. "Thére is no travel preohibitilon. One ‘msy g0 anywhere in the Soviet Unicm. But it
is: not edvigable {105 go to Moscow or Lenj.nsrud 1 f you have no friends there who
are prepaxaed. to put voa ap.  All the Hotela are alvayn full and you mey have to
sleep 1o the cotn.] { 2
Te "Liepaje is & v '.>.l.fi;ld,e:3:‘ v . You ey leave 1t without e permit but for re-entry kfh
a permit te roguaired. _
‘ b2 | - 50X1-HUM
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8. “The buses 1w Latvi g are in good couditlon. They come from Czechoslovakia and
Austria, Long oo ;-‘Lsu:r.ce. lines exiat. ‘ Thus, onc;ma:{ go from Liepaja to Riga,
Ventspile aud XKlaipede ty bus, ‘ ‘
‘\ |
; 9. "In Liepejs thares afe 32 tais, all of‘ tpem of t'le Pobleda make. The fare is
1 1.50 rubles per wiloeel.s oo town and 2 tubles out of town. If you travel to
; the cowntry zwod batk by the came taxd the fare per km is 1.75 rubles. If a
‘ taxi hos to wait .nr you, wee2ry ffave ‘minm..f-s of | va.iting costs 2 rubles. All
\ the taxin res oo Lu G | ;
| : .
I 10, "Privete cer: uari ckeestyonly rare - there are perhaps only ten 1n the whols of
1 Liepaja. Otlteradby oo wirol is Lold ta private car ownere, they buy it om
| the black rasrlet . 10 et hend i no questi-me are ever asked ebout where
‘ “he car owpsr @l hra L. Ucuallly 1t is obtained from e sailor who steals
| :
it fram bis ship. J’P'm Mogkelot - Lhe, most usual private car - is pretty
} ecanomical 1o 4T vm 100 km coste ubout 9 rubles at black market prices.
i Officially petrol ~omr» 2 rubles per ‘11 tre; bought bleck, the price 1s roughly
i half. The thieviog seilors dare not ‘ask much for fear of beiong denounced.
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| 12, "The rosd betwesn Tartu apd Tellit xs‘ aow covcred with asphalt. Thigs was not : .
the case earlier., | [rn Tallipn there were less Soviets in the streets 50X1-HUM
than in Liepaja apnd Riga. Few new bu..ld.ings could be seen, certainly less than
| in Riga where huilding activities cu:e‘ very slack. Very iittle is dullt in
Liepaja. In January 1953 the fmmdation wvas laid for a Culture Palace on Rozu
Lawsums (Rose Squarej. The Oblast Cammittee is lalso to be housed im this duild- ’
i8g. The comstrusztion is a source of] edditionsl income to many workers im
m.cpaja, ccpecia.uy the r'ire brigade men who wark there whenever possible.
i3. "Breed in Talliinn msin of better qualit‘y than in Ri.;a. buns cost 80 kgpeks - 1 zuble
splece. Goods inm the shops were alsr:-jmo‘rs plentiful than in Latvia: kitchen
atensils could be hought though the | atviaa shops were empty; Scome women's .
handiwork was displayed in tae abopuindows for sale; oue could by cspokes far
bicycle wheelsn - unomamabie 1 Latvia. Raincoats werc in a much larger supply -
ia ILatvia they axe /impcrted frowm Eaton.ie. and are vary scarce. Another thing
not obtaiunble v Liepeje were tennis | sboes mnuga.ct\md in Riga vwhich could be
haa Truely iy Tall ‘.Jmo The Tallinn wmn appoared nicely dresased.

R "cmitiona in the Ezﬂ;'\nicm countrysitle seeped to be inferior to those in Latvia.
b The ‘crops seemed poorer - protably becaunc the sadl in Estonia is inferlor. Frult o
l was alyo more scarce and more ﬂxpemsive, apples cost 10-12 rudbles the kilogram

‘ instead of 4 runi u*ﬂ‘ as in Latvia in August, 1951.."
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