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,3 developments vital to the national daiensa,n
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10 December 1953

OPM Jo-3/0-/
PERSCNNEL DIRECTOR MEMORANDUM NO. 99 w53

SUBJECT 3 Decument Classification Categories

REFERENCE: a. BExecutive Order #10501, Safeguarding Official Information
in the Interests of the Defouse of the United States
gigmed 5 Novembor 19533 effestive 15 December 1953)
Pe Agsney Nobice ﬁ (27 Novewber 1953) 25X1A

1, Effective 1
accordance with the o

December 1953, docunents will be classified in
g of Ghe subject Exacutive Order,

2. The use of thres\olassification categories is authorized under
Executive Ordsr 10501: “op Recreb, Secret, and Confidential, The Restricted
clessiflication category is oahcollad as of the effective date cited sbove,
The subject Fxecutive Order delines the three aubthorizec classification
easagories as followas

. YTop Secret: Except as may ba expressly provided by statute,
the use of The elassification ep Secret ahall be authorized, by appro-
priate authority, oaly for defokse Information or material which
requires the highest degree of pi

'-\,' of wiich could result 4n emceptional gravo domage %o the Netion
such as leading to a definite bresk In diplomatic relations affecting
the defense of the United States, an axmed sttack against the tmited
States or its alliem, a war, or the comfromise of militery or defense
plans; or intelligence operations, or sclentific or wechnological

9 D be  "Sceret: Bixvept as nay be expresely provided by statuse,
\ = the use of THS Classification Secret shall be\authorized, by BPPYG-
d priste authority, only for dofense information\or material the wn-
& stthorized disclosure of which eoculd result in sgrious damage to tho

O Nation, such as by Jeopardizing the internationa) relations of the

United States, endangering the effectiveness of a Rrogram or policy
of vital importance to the national defenge, or co pronising importont
military or defense plans » stlentific or technologickl developments
important to the national defense, or informantion revealing important
intelligence operations,.”

by appropriate authority, only for defense Information or materiel the
unaunthorired disclosure of which covid be prejudicial to the defense
Interests of the Nation.® _
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2,

| werial which fe onere ’xt]j classified Restricted will rebaiw
: ablon uni?s:s: :’ L TORET nenessary Lo release such mabeida
fesney. Prior to its release, the materisi wiil be zraw.cawéd“
.:m f;f ”Qt m.m fg :331@'5:-1131' there should he an mperading of
te daclassification, o i

‘*Sefmr\,"j:t;f Infomaticn®™ with the clasgilin
nce.iled by Executive Order 10501, Iu Jm
woris "Security Informstion® he PENOVE Lron

sible in order to keep the cosh of new &‘u{m‘lﬁu

;.1" UM

ATGOA mAm

following 2G5 ol authority are mades

o Ja2 authority o classify original documonts s delegated

.?.r:f,::::u:n and Staff Ohie (2 and their deputies, Ho Dranch Ggief.‘s
gir deputies, and to meabers of the imnsd :» Oifice of tho

ra&. Dmu,, “ore  However, i e originator of zd dasment shares

onsibii:ﬁ.‘ty‘ in .‘nﬁ,s initial recmmcnd:, 1012 a3 o its

sification,

rn'

he

> TeHpons sibility for the continuing review of class sified
m@ the purpese of decla s:;j_..y:s.ng vr doeamgrading is assigned
ol Shall Chiefls and their .l'biOS o Dranch Chiefs
m.md;- 56, and 4o onambars of ¢ mmediate Office of tha

2l Direchon,

vezpmsibilitics of Assistant Clessification CGontrol
wre dolegated to bhe Chief, Research dranch, Plans s
awd Develomnent Shaff. The Deputy Chief, Research
widd sarve as mis alilornate.
on and Stalf Chicfs will ensure that all enployens become
with the gew syoben f decwnent elassification, i
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