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b August 1964

MEORADUM POR THE DIRECIOR
SUBJECT: Probeble North Vietnamese and Chinese Communist
Heaotlons to Certain UB Paprisels Ageinst North
Vietnanm
1. The proposed U8 reprisais would svoke sherp DRV
nilitary reactions, &s we estimate below, but we do not
coneidar that suah eneny actions would reprecent & deliberete
decision to provoke or aacept & major egealation of the Vietnam
war. We do not believe that fanoi or Peiping feel thenmselves
under any preasure mrkedly to change the nature of the war}
indeed, they almost gertainly estimmte that the var is golog
vell for them in present sircumstances, and that South Vtotmm’se
will to resiet the Viet Cong's attrition may give W vefore
too long. The 31 July sttack on the U.8.8, Maddon wu qlm&t
certainly prompted primarily by considerations of defenase and
honor, growing out of vhat DEV euthorities evidently belicved
wen 8 US or US-sponsored atiack sgainst North Vietnsmsses terripory.
Thess oonsiderstions probably apply s well to the case of the
aeaond attack, 4 August. Also present, hovever, are probadly

ghase motives: (&) to signal to the US that the DRV is prepared
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to nateh US determination and is not sbout to sccede to earlier ' b
: U3 entreaties to reduce the war effort against Soutn Vietnanm}
and (b) to avold major escalation of the way by trying to show

the U3 that any raising of the ante on its side will involve

the US in mejor hoatilities in the aves.

\ ' 2., In our vies, thess basle enewy motives place s certain
limit on the momsures the DRC might take if sudéenly hit with

U3 reprisals. Hanol's leaders are ot demn fools and wre not

in & hurry to upset a thus-fer profitable ver effort eguatiaon.

; At the same time, they will aot hesitete to use consideradble
force for essantially limited purposes. Furthemmore, thay will

probably 4o 80 quickly, in response to US reprissls, since they

have the cepability and, apperently, considerable freedom of

waneuver vis-a-vis Pelping.
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Mot 90 strwg a8 %0 precipitate & shwey ssosiskion of the Induebine
wr, mmmmmmwwmm'mm:

1, Iatroduetion of ewdet alvewsst {430 17's wed
I5 98%s) indo Nowth Vietomm, with Vietumsewe pilste if thwy
sve suffisiently resdy, sthevwise with Chdmese pilote
"“voluntenys” or "sheopdippod” as Vivinsmese. These Cighters
would probsbly eogage with smy (VN or UB sireraft ia IRV sl
spave, posnibly inelwding the Gulf of Towkin. Over & limger
weunts of additiomel AAA snd redar goar.

2. Ucooncenled (pesaidly ecxsowmend) deploymmst snd
mepeuvering of Chinsse Compamist ground end air forces in
hins's ssuthers border regions.

3. A farther step-ay of VW oebtlon in Bouth Viebws
scoompaniod Yy & Server ompaign sgaliawt Ameriosn peresmnel.

.
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5, wabalimth%mmwm,wm
mwmmmmam. It s
possible that they will lsc bowb Saigm.

b NMMIZMMMWMWW
Wmutwwmmmmﬁmmmzm
mwwmzwmmmummmm
WMMMMWManmm
previpitate a major war with direct 18 participation.,
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k. Politica). The main thrust of the Commnlst rusponse
vill probably be in the fields of propegania, politienl action
snd diplosatic mansuvering. Hencli, Dacked by Paiping -~ und
probably Moscow -~ vill sdopt the role of owtreged vidtim of
U8 "aggression’ and almost certalunly dessand en fmpediate latars
mtional confarsnse, vithout prescadit.ons, to condem the s
and meutrelise’ the Indoehina eitustion Defore U8 tellicosity
apATKS A peneYRl wer. Hanol might alsc seek support for UN
eondenmation of the UB. Sueh military responses &s Humod
initintes, eith v directly or through its ellents and agents
in South Vietnam and ILsos, will prolably be tallored to
support this lmege end further this political ohjective. Hanol
will almost certainly feel campelled 1o usdertake some retalistory
gestures for ressons of astional pride; buwt we balisve that,
in the wein, 1t will try to make its militexy ripostes sppear
"defensive,” and vill scoerdingly limit itself to direet coumter-
actions that cam be portrayed in this light.

5. In temrs of maneuvering {(e.g. deploymente) as opposed
to sctun) sctions {e.g., raids and sttacks), Hasol -~ and Peiping

]
H

will probably endeavar to bBe a8 meomsing s possible and sabe 1t
sppear that the whols Indochisn ared is repidly spprumching the
brink of all out war. The principsl ebject of such mRsuvering
nowever, will probably be the politicel one of mising the ister~
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national tempe reture and helghtening world pressure for e
conference. We atill fecl Hanol does not want to change the
general ground rules on the Indochina sturggle or engege in
direct conflict with the US. However, the risk of such a
eonflict would appreciably increase; for desplte the real
purpose of its bluster end military maneuvering, Hanol would
be reluctant to lose face by cobviously backing down 1f 1ta

LIvgL vare called.
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