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Soviet Exports to Western European Countries

References - 25X1A

1. Soviet exports to Western Burope have alwaye consisted almost
entirely of raw materials and agricultural products, and no change in
this pattern is in prospect. ¥No manufactured goods are "featured®,
and no active sales or promotional campaigns are conducted to sell such
items in Western Ewropean markets. The closest approach is in the case
of avtomobiles. In 1950, some were exporied to Belglum, Finland, and
Sweden, However, the number was small, and they were apparenily intended
primarily for propagenda and publielty purposes. No concerted attempt
has beon made to build up markets in Western Europe.

2, 0Officisl Western Duropean trade statistics for 1950 showm
imports of mamfactured goods from the USSR as follows: Finland, 33.3
milliony Sweden, %‘55913,&%0; Belgium, 2138,000; France, $115,000; Itely,
$21,000, and Norway, $20,000. Buch items accounted for only approximately
2l million, out of total Soviet Exports to these countries, of §77 million,
or only 5.3%. Exporte to Demmark, the Netherlands, and the UK, amounted
to $7 million, $2 million, and $96 million respectivelyy but exports of
masnufactured goode were negligible if not nonexistent.

3. Soviet manufactured exports did not account for all of the
$li million worth of such goods exported by the USSR. Out of J3.3 million
worth of mamfactured poods exported to Finland, less thanfl.5 million, or
approxinately Lhig, were actually of Soviet origin, the balance coming
almogt entirely from East Germany. While & similar breakdown is not
available for the other countries, and the percentage may well be smaller,
it is believed that a substantial part of the manufactures exported to
other countries were glso of Egst German origin.

L. The principal mamfactured imports from the USSR in 1950 reported
by the countries listed in peragraph two were as follows:t aulomotive
vehicles, ete. (principally paseenger antomobiles but also ingluding motor-
cycles and bicycles), $2.L million; non-clectrical machinery, $955,000;
precision instruments and tools, $252,000; iron and steel mamifactures,
3201,000; floor or wall tiles, $163,000, and motion pictures and films,
$108,000, Figures on volume are not published by all countries, and a
1list of those vhich are available would entail a disproportionately long
tabulation, including items valued at 3100 or lesss

& |
.
SECRE KAl

Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01049A000300150001-1



' Approved For Release ZOOOIOSBE-H&IDP79TO1049AOQQ}00150001-1

5. Through time-gonsuming research in the library and the
Industrial Register, it would be possible to 1list the tuyers of many
of these items. Information on the date that an 1liem was first marketed
by the USSR, the name of the inventor (if he was a Soviet}), etc., would
be more difficult to obtain - except perhaps in such a case as the
Hoscovitch car, vhich has been given publiclty by the USSR, and the de-
talle of which are sufficiently known. A list of engineers congcerncd
with a product would also be diffieull to obtain — and, as ¢an be seen
from the types of products involved -~ would not apply in many cases,

6. 4 table showing Soviet exporte of manufactured goods o Vestern
Burope in 1990 by categories is attacheds
22/h
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VEMORANDUM FOR: CHIEF, OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND REPORTS *"g ”‘“‘”.%"“”%;
‘ Drnx \ - :6,
SUBJECT « Soviet Exports 1o Western Buropean Countries A 25X1A
] bt a g &
TR 25X1A: ot B V“f‘f"""‘
REFERENCE : - e
Ktoarsl WM
photshTn.

1, Pursuant to the conversation between—
I b

of this office, it is requested that we Dbe supplied
the following information:

25X1A a. Wnat namufactured goods are the Soviets feaburing
in their exports to Western Muropean countries?

b, What is the yearly volume and value of such exports?

¢. ho are the principal buyers (name, address, and, if
possible, volume purchased)?

4. Background on products in question to include:

(1) date first marketed ' O
(2) inventor
(3) engineers concerned with product

, e, Any 1nformation relative to Soviet sales methods and
promo’oional activities.

2. Wes‘oerh Europe, as mentioned here, jncludes Finland and
excludes Germany, sustria and Switzerland.
g 3, It would be apprecia‘oed if information on this reques’t could

" be supplied by August 15, 195L.
PP v Augu 5, 195 —

- on extension 3215.

li. Please refer any questions to

25X1A
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