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pESTRICTED

29 June 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR @ %%Rivisian of Publications

ATTENTION : I
SURIECT

~t

Miml FParties in Cuatemals

e

1. It is requested that you supply this office with

an estimats of the voting strength of each of the political
parties in Guatemala.

2. Any forecast of the outcome of the November 1950
presidential elections in Guatemala that could be made by
your office would be greatly appreclated.

25X1A

B4 3, For your information, [ of thi= office,
=7 om Extension 3215, 1s acquainted with this request.

-

ot X

w

25X1A

3 it 20

RESTRIPTFD
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29 June 1950

1'77

MEMORANDUM FOR : ORE/Division of Publications

25X1A ( 1%

SUBJECT : Political Parties in Guatemala

- 25X1A

REFERENCE

..

1. It is requested that you supply this office with
an estimate of the voting strength of each of the political
parties in Guatemala.

2. Any forecast of the outcome of the November 1950
presidential elections in Guatemala that could be made by
your office would be greatly appreciated. 25X1A

3. For your information,_ of this office,
on Extension 3215, is acquainted with this request.

25X1A
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Chief, D/Prb  (Attn: Projects Planning) 13 July 1950
Chiefy D/IA

Yoting strength of Cuatemalan parties and estimate as to outcoms of
1950 presidential el%cgb)a% '

REFERENCE: D/Pub 1137, Casolll D/14 Project No. el

a., Wjor % rties The relative voting strength of the majer political
parties best a9 ted as being proportional to party representation in
Congress, The last yegular congressional election was held in November 1945,
at which tims 3l Deputies (half of the total number) wore elected, The

resultant Congress had the following political compositions

Pro-sdninistration partles

FUL (Frente Popular Iibertador) 28 seats

PAR ({Partido Accion Revolucioparia) 19 seats

FRY {Partido Rencvacion Nacional) 6 seats
Opposition parties

PTRD  (Partido de Trabajadores
Republicano~Democratico) supported

by other opposition growps soats

Union Patriotica . saats
Independont 1 seat
VYacanclies _}ﬁea‘b

68 seats

{Hotes In March, 1950, one PAR candidate and one Independent
candidate were announced as victors in by-elections held to
£411 two vacancies which came sbout during 1949, The effect
of these clections on the proportional strength in Congress
mas not been reported,) :

The pro-administration parties are now split into two distinct camps, each
baeking a different candidate for prosident, It is probable that the oppo~
gitionist parties will, before the election, farm a coalition behind a
single candidate, At election time, therefore, three major party groups
are enticipated, Based upon present congressional representation, the
relative proportion of the total votes each group should obtain is as
followss
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Voting etrength of -2 - 13 Jul 50
tuatemalan parties

FPL group (backing Dr. Victor H, Siordani) 11 percent
PAREY group (backing Li, Col, Jaccbo Arvbenz) %7 percent
Oppoaition group (backing Gen. Housl Ydigoras

Pucnies or soms other opposition candidate) 20 percent

b, Mnor narties Parties not represented in the present Congress are,
ab tho mOEOAL, O Tonor importance, HNone has apprecisble strength, and {ir
not alrveady affiliated) will probable eventually affiliate with one or more
of the parties llsted above, These minor parties include:

Promadministration parties

PIN (Partido de Integridad Macional)=supports Arbenz
PP (Partidc del Pueblo)-suprorts Jorge Carcla Granados
PROG (Partido Revoluciomario (brero de Guaterala) ~PAR
gnlinter group, mo candidate officially selacled,
but possibly will supporh Arbenz
Prots (Partide Tenovacion Naciomal Autentica) =in process
" of formatiomy arti=Arbenz, no candidate ab present

Opposition pariies

PEDN (Partido de Teconcilisoion Demoratica Haciomal)
-supports ¥digoras Fuentes s

pUP {Partidoc Union Popular) =supports Col. Hiotel Angel
Yendoza, Fd

FUD (Partido Unificaclon Democratica) =supporbs Yaigoras
Fuentes ' i

PUA {Partido de Unificacion AntimCopunista) ~no candidate

PSD  {Partido Social PDemocratico) =no candidate

1t is impossible to estimate accurately tho pumerical voting strength of
the various parties, The total number of votes to be cast in the next presi~
dantial olection moy mumber 600,000, or more than twice the number cast in
the 19hh eloction, Irregularities in vollng nrocedure and in babulation of
the vesults will very probably coour, thereby altering the "voilng strengl it
of the parties,

II. Forecast of the outcome of the 1950 presidential elestion
1. General factors

&, It is beliovod that the onteomo of the 1950 clsction will depend as
mich oq the manipulation of voters, control of the ballot boxes, and arbitrary
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Yoting strength of odl Bl - 33 Jul 50
guatermlan partics - » ‘

tabulstion procadures as it will on the voting strength of the warloud
political parties, - It is to be expected, of ¢ urse, that the winning gandi=
date will obtain tho greatest mumber of wotes, Tt ic .questionable whother
each of his votes will ropresent a votar vho has gone to the polls volune
tarily, without fear of punishment or hope of reward, It is even question-
able whother each vote will represent a voter, _

b, In view of the above consideration, it is beliewed that the winner
of the 1950 presidential eloetion will almost vortainly be one of the pro~
admindstration candidotes, and rost probably It, Col, Jaccho Arbenz, oven
though the strength of the pro-irbenz parties in Congress is somewhat less
than the strength of the pro~Giordand 7L, The several factors favoring the
Arbens ostpaign which, at the present ¥lme, would appear to insure his elecw
tion, arve listed in scetion 2, below, Several nogsible developments oould
hinder, or even provont, Arbenz! clectlon. Six such dovclopments are listed
in section %, below, ‘

2, Factors favoring Arbenz

Srbenz apparently controls three newspapers

a, Press and radio swport :
and 4 SeppOTrHxX E hor pablications, He has been able to dhiain

radlo time more easily than other candidates,

, . and materdal aid
tor for Tive years, has apparently amaoscc a conoidorable personal fortune and
ras consolidated loyalties within the government, Ho is able to spemd freely
in his campaign and to demand favors from friends within the government, In
the case of certein army offisers, he is bolieved fo be buying support through
direct payments,

Arbanzs who was g cabinet minis-

: ity to control balloting A% the present time, Arbenz is in the
best po! e trIny voTors 1o The polls and to influence local balloting.
As at his political ralliss, govornment truske will probobly be avallable at
slection time to bring pro~irbens voters to the polls, Moreover, Arbens may
have the help of the army and possibly the police force W tpaintadn ordert
at voting places, and to arbitrarily infiuevce voters in his favor,

3. Posgsible devoloments adversge o Arbens

s,  Assassination Arbenz has numerous personal enemies, and his assassina~
tion before tho clection must be regarded as a possibilily, Tiis micht provide
an opportunity for another candidate == possibly a military mon = to emcrge
and win the clection with the belp of the srbenz ¥rschine®,

b, Poor health Chould Arbenz be forced to withdraw for reasons of health,
he might Bvert BiE Influenco in favor of some now candidate -« probably & mili~
tary man = o would then be in a strong position to win the election,
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Yoiing strength of -l - 13 Jul 50
foatemlan parbies

Co

' : mg%rmrs tortain key individualsy notebly ol
Aldana Sandoval (Minister. emnications) and Col, Victer ¥, Sondoval
{Chief of the Police) have not publicly armounced thoir support of Arbenz,

though they ave nelieved $o be bohind him, Sheuld these men switch their
ioyalties to some other caadidate, Avbenz! chences of victory would be
gseriousiy impaired,

4, Fallure to control e Hational Flectoral Board This thres~man
boerd comirols Voo CoTnLAnG and INVeSHeetes irregularities, Jose lenuel
Fortuny, & pro~Arbons leftlst, was recently ronoved frum this board, The
man appointed to £111 the present vacancy will hold the bolance of powext
hetween the FPL and the PAR, and mey be able to control the clectiom resulis,

, e, Opposition of President Arewalo Should President Arevaloy who cxorts
considerable uence, openly sive nis support to another candidate or Tl
licly repudiate Arbens, the 1atterts campaign would be injored,

£, Coalition of all anti-Arbons : _ )
motely possible Bpposition groups magnt throw their swpport Ap Glordani

 Although mlimy% it is re-
vather itan to an opposition candidate, in order to defeat Arbenz.
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