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Hotatr “hs clansitication of this memorandun muet bo ralsed to conform
o the claasification of the draft it covers

bate _ 28 April 1950

VIRMORANTAIM FOR CHIEF, PUBLICATIONS DIVISION

SUAJECGT: Transmisgion of Draft Report
2HLOSURE: IP - 109 Indonesian newspapers = S:Ln Po & Keng Po"

{3.sopien)
P—— . PRS—. O 1 o N

1. IEnclogure in forwarded herewith for review and, if reguired,
Tor formal coordirmtion with the departmental intelligence organi-
zations,

2> This draft report hag been coordimmted informally with the

organizations chesked below: None

Hithin CIA: Outalde CIA:
/61 D/RO 1 State (OIR)
/In DA Azmy (ID/GSTER
D/ T DAE Rewy (ONI)
D/ER 1 /M Aflr (ATD)
L/FL D/EC . Other

WNE Other ____

3. Mepe and/or Grephles %o be inclnded in this report and
arrangenonts comploted for thelir production by the Hep Division or
the Presentetion Staff are ag followss

None

4, Compentat

25X1A

D/FE_ . .
Myision
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28 April 1950
Subjeets Sin Po and Eeng Po newspapers in DUiskarts

1. GCireulation and influence: The oldest, largest, most praoasperous,
best edited and most highly esteemed Chinsse publioation in Indonesia is the
8in Po. In early 1849, tobal oiroulation for the Chinese edition and the
alay edition amounted to 30,523 daily. “The Chinese language edition, with
& current oirsulation of over 15,000 daily » is the most widely-road Chinege
langugge journal in Djakarta and has coneldersble influsnce in Chineee
cireles. The paper is read by & substantial nwiber of Singapore Chinese

alsss The Indonesian language issue of the paper is read by Indonesians
and by locally-born Shinese who do not read the Chiness language. The
Xene Po, a Malay language pasper, reprossnts the point of view of the Indisg.
ur?anﬁg Chinese community snd conssquently devotes mush more spece to
local affalrs than to developmenta in China, This publication i generally
regarded as representing the younger gensration in the Chinese communlity.
In sarly 1949 ciroulatleon was reported to be 12,5600 daily.

2¢ Ownership and management: Both the 8in Po end the Kengz Po are largely.
ownod by Tooal Chinesas ﬁﬂ; Biang Keng, an extromely we It%y Thdividual
(about whom little is known), is reported to own controlling intersst in the
5in Fo. Ang Jan Goan, managing direetor of the paper, has been considered
oonservative and now occupies positions in several of the more influentisl
and affluent looal Chinese organizaticons, In spite of this faot, howsver,

hlg paper strongly urged recognition of the Peling regime and Inveighs agalnet
allsged Awerican imporialistioc machinationse. It has bean raported, but not
substantiated, that Tan Xgh Kos, wealthy pro~Communist Singapore Chinese who
finances Chinese Communiet movements in Indonssia, has friends connected

with thisz and geveral other Chinese papors in Indonesia. Injo Beng Goat,
managing director of the Renp Po, ia e highly intelligent intsllectunal and
something of an idealist, Uis syupsthies as expressed in his pagsr and ag
revesled in private conversatlons are often leftist. The politiosl influence
of Ang Jan Gosn end Ingo Beng Goat on their respective papers, however, are
probably tempered by the fact that the Chinmsas in Indonssia are motivated

by considerations of profit rather than of ideclogy. :

3. Assets and physiocal olentt By 1948 the 3n Po wes considered to be
one of the most spestacularly profitable anterprises of post-war Batavia.
Originally capitalized at f. 80,000 {about $30,400), S4n Po stook in 1548
was valued at £+ 800,000 {504,000) and its sartings were well over f. 500,000

i year ($190,000), The papsr itself wns valued &b mbout ons millionm guilders
$580,000 in 18¢8). The Sim Fo, 1ike other Chinese papers, operates its own
printing establishment. UT the two rotsry and elght flat bed presses 1t owned
before the war, one sach was in good running condition im the summer of 1948,
Ihe Keny Po was much less prosperous than the Sin Fo, until about two years
ago when The Sin Po bought imto the company and began to somvert it from
opposition to support.

4, Political orlentetious The 8ip Fo has been published in a Yalamy

edition sinoe 1510 and in & Chinese edition since 19203 it plonesred in the
lovsl vernaculer field snd, aocording to the not unsupported oleims of its
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editors, it played a rather important part in the prowwar Indonesian nationale
lgtio movement, whose leadsrs received morsl support from its influential
Ohinese editors and sponsors. The Bin }.‘g, in fsot, hes beon seoused in the
past of beolng pra-Indonaﬂian,natinﬁ?f?%m, pro-Chiness nationalism, pro-
Comemunism, pro-Republiec end pro-Dutoh. The paper waz & staunch supporter
of Chiang and of the Kuominteng in the earlier days before the Kuomintang
rose to power; it supported Indonesian mationalist issders in their aspirations
both before and after the war. The Sin Fo had elready turned extremsly
eritical of Kuomintang Chine before World War II, and for several years
following the war it adopted a polioy of sautious neutrality regarding the
Xuomintang-Commnist conflist. NMany Chinvse regarded this attitude as
unbecomingly timorous. &t the same time, it abandoned sny edvoecscy of the
- looal nationalist cause and werely mouthed virtuous principles of human
conduotes By mide-1949, however, the Sin Po 1lke other Chiness papsrg in
Indonesia displayed an inoreased pro-Commnist attitude,. Boreover, rocent
editorials end news aritcles have axpressed strong anti-Americsn sentiment.

The Eenr Po in its conslderation of looal problema takes a clearsr and
firmor stand than does the Sin Po. In the past the Eonz B has been oritioal
of the Republie for incompstent leadsrship and ill-comsidired poliey but at
the same time it favored Indonesian aspirations for self-rule and self-
determination. The quality of its coverage of Indonesian political events
has besn excollent. Although the Ke%f* Fo has often been charaoterized as
tending to favor Communiast China on many cccasions, s recent sditordal stated
that the Impending diplomatic relations between Commnist Chins end Indonesia
will bring difficulties rathor than benefit to the Chinsse population in
Southeast Azia and in Indonesis. \
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