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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
CFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

8 July 1952

STAFF MEMORANDUM NO. 25k
SUBJECT: The Yalu Bombings

A. [LEffectivencss of the Halds

1. ©On 23 June the four principal hydroelsctric systems of
 North Korea (Suiho, Kyosen, Chosen, and Fusen) were attacked by
342 UN fighter~bombers. These ralds, together with followsup
attacks, knocked out an estimsted 90 percent of North Korea's
former power capacity. (See Amnex for detatled avaluation of
damage inflicted.) _

2. Power for North Korea must now be supplied by one insig-
nificant hydroclectric plant and several smezll. independent thermal
plants. Pyongyang radic broadcasts havs been sporadic since the
bombirge, and it is probable that commmnication facilities as well
as most mining and industrial activities in North Kores have bsen
aeﬂous]y affected by the almost complete power blackout.

3. The effect of the bombinges upon Manchurisn industry is
even more gerious, since thers was already a power shortage in
Manchuria. Dalren and Port Arthur, with some of the largest indus-
trial plants in China, have been obtaining power from the Suiho
Plant since the power plant at Deiren was dismantlad and removed to
the USSR. Mukden, Antung, and Anshan also probably received some
power from Suiho.

k. The damage pirobably does mot direatly affect the USSR's
power supply in the Far Iast, since there are probably no major
powsr lines in existence betwsen North Koree and Viadivestok.
Cormmnist operation of the airfield at Antung will probably not be
materially affected, for the fisld has two or three stand-by power
plants available.
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B. The Failure of the Comminist Air Forces to React

5. There is no agreed explanation of the failure of the
Communists to offer air opposition to the UN attacks. Possible
explanations in the order of probability, are:

8. The raids escaped detection and completely sur-
g‘ised the enamy. The fact that the 713 g%a"r'«“‘
mbers came in at low altitude and struck
fifteen targets gimultanecusly lends some
credence to this view.

o' bo The enemy is conaervi%his aireraft for a future
ec

offensive. A recent decreasé in the rmmber of
sorties flown by the CCAF from the already low
leval of the first half of the year may indicate
that the Commnists are attempting to bring their
aireraft to a high state of readiness and, at the
same time, to congerve their fuel stockpiles. The
CCAF may have remained uncommitied in order to
maintain this high state of preparedness and to
save alrcraft from possible loss.

¢. The raid caught the Cormunists in the midst of &

ata% operation, The Comminist planes in adja-
cen chu may have been mamnmed Ly fladgling
Chinese and/or Soviet pilots newly moved into the

area. <The risk of large-scale loes may have kept

- ‘ the alr force on the ground.

d. The agreement belleved signed by Ped and Moscow
In Fe%ma.q I950 Tor Soviet air assistance to Commi=
nist China have run out in esriy 1968. 1his
wouid erqsiaﬁ the sharp decline ip Commnist air
opposition since the first of the ysar.

6, The CCAF was uninstiucted for such an emergency and
eould not take the initiative without the a val
of higher authorities. This is regarded ‘8%01’&‘)16@

—2«:

SECRET

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000200010060-4



\ Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000200010060-4

- ' " SECREY

£o The 200 "planes" geem at An ware dammies. This
o Tegarded as aimost certal allacious.

G Communlst Reactions

6. North Korean reaction was immediate. While avolding direct
reference to the Yalu bombings, Gensral Nam Il cleerly had them in
mind when he angrily demounced the US at Panmnjom the day following
the raids, stating that US operations "outside the conference tent"
were an sot of provocation. Nam Il'e added statement that such acts

- ‘eould not force a chenge in the Communist position at the armistice
o' talks has set a paitern for Commmniat propaganda reaction.

7. Peiping's reaction te the bombings has been angry and
intense, suggesting that Commmnist China was hard hit by this sudden
loss of power. After an initial four-day period of ignoring the
bombing, Chinese Communist broadecasts have since discussed the ralds
st great length; pointing out that the Americans, having been defeated
in Korea, have taken a mumber of steps (e.g., germ warfare, POW atroc-
ities, etc.) designed to wreck the negotlations and undernine peace in
Asia and that the Yalu ralds are only the latest step in this series.

- Pelping evidently intends to make the Yalu bombings another cause
celebre, since it is already organising "mass protests.” There have
been no implied threats of retaliation; Peiping has thus far stated
only that the Communists camot be coerced and that US crimes will
not go unpunished. _

- 8, Moscow first mentioned the attacks three days after they

occurred in a Home Service radio broadcsst which stated that "a
power station® on the Yalu had been bombed, and that a hospital near-
ty had aleo been hit., Subsequent Moscow broadcasts have thus far
been merely news items reports and have all played down the signifi-
cance both of the plants and the bombings. The Soviet preas has
confined itself to reprinting non-Commnist reactions throughout the
world which were critical of the bombings., The USSR has not mentioned
the Yalu bombinge at the UN.
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D. Non-Commnist Reactions since the Bombings

9. Non-Commnist opinion has varied concerning the wisdom
of the bombings and whether or not they were executed within existing
UN policy in Korea. However, there has been general criticlsm of
the US for not consulting other powers before taking action which
might expand the Far Eastemn war. This latter criticism has been
volced by Eden, Nehru, and Yoshida.

¥

E. Probable Consequences of the Yalu Bombings

10. These raids will seriously curtail industry in North Korea
and Manchuria, and will, at least temporerily, directly affect Comm-
nist military capabilities in Korea.

11, The bombings will probably not, in themselves, lead to a
CCAF retaliatory offensive, or seriously alter existing Commnist
military plans for Eorea.

12. Commmnist propaganda will contime its program of linking
the Yalu bombings to germ warfare and other US "atrocities," and will
attempt to exploit widespread non-Communist uneasiness over the
alleged US proclivity to act unilaterally.

13. The effect of the Yalu bombing upon the armistice talks l1s
difficult to assess. The success of the railds may have increased US
bargaining prgssure, but this may have been somewhat offset by the
added rift the Yalu incident has brought in US relations with the
non-Commmunist world. The net affect, therefore, may be small, and
existing Communist policies vis-a=-vis an armistice may not be radically
changed as a result alone of the Yalu raids.

25X1A%9a
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ANNEX

USAF AND USN TVALUATIONS OF DAMAGE INFLICTED oW ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATING INSTAILATIONS IN NORTH KOREA (25 JUNE)

1., SUIHO

USAFs

2. KYOSEN

No. L

USAF:

USNy

No. 2

USAF:

USNe

No- 3

USAF:

power plant appearz to be out of operation; 2 large
transformers and generating plant demolished; consid-
srable damage inflicted to transformer switch yards;
approximately 50 bomb craters in immediate vicinity
of plant. -

2 penstocks, transformers, and switchyard damaged;
30¢ object believed to be turbine blown from power
house into river; 3 anti-aireraft artillery (A7)
positions damaged.

unserviceable, 60% destroyed; turbine building 30%
structural damage; transformer and switching equivment

destroyed; major damage to switch yard, penstock,

and obher damage obscured by smoke.

major damage to transformer; control house damaged;
power house damaged; 2 hits on turbine buildings
switeh house destroyed; hits on high voltage lines;
direct hits on penstocks causing heavy flow of water;
surge tank damaged; 6 gun positions silenced.

control house gutted with 30% structural damage; tur-
bine building probably 25% superficial damage with
possible minor damage to turbines; minor damage to 1
penstock; probably 75% damage to transformer and switch
yard,

power house believed destroyeds; major damage to trans-
former; fires in switeh yard; 2 penstocks brokens
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major damage Lo control house, AA pogitions in area
strafed, damage unknown.

USN: unservicesble with turbine building 60% destroyed;
estimate major damage to all turbines; control build-
ing putted with 50% structural damage; transformer

" and switch yard destroyed; &1l penstocks damaged.

No. z-l

USAF: transformers and electrical pallery destroyed; pen-
stock and power house damaged; unknown damape to AA
positions,
4 USH: 75% destruction; turbine building gutted with 75%

: structural damage; probable major damage to turbine
units; 20F structural and 100% superficial damge to
control house; transformer and switching group pare
tially destroyed; 2 penstocks cut.

3. GHOSEN |
No, 1
- USAF: 1 power house pessibly destroyed; -1 automatic weap:ins
(W) position possibly destroyed; 1 transformer damaged.

USN: no apparent damage to pows: house; 1 penstock cut;
light damage to transformer and switeh yard.

No. 2

o’ —
USAF: 7 hits on power house; 2 buildings destroyed; 1 trans-
former damaged.

USN: power house slight exterior.damage; interior damagze by
fire, extent undetermined; 2 penstocks cut; slight
damage to transformer and switch yard.

No. 3

USAF: 1 surge tank destroyed; 1 power hoﬁse destroyed; fires
in switch yard and transformer area; 2 sluice gates
broken; 1 pumping station damaged; 10 direct hits on
power plant and 2 diregt hits on generator building.

USN: power house major damage; penstock, transformer, and
switeh yard destroyed.

\ -2 -
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vb ’ No., h

USAF:

USN:

L. FUSEN
1

Ho,

ﬁ%&F:

USHs

ND s &
A4 USAF:

TSN

Nos 3
USAP:

USN:

No. Iy

USAF: |

TSN

generator house cofpletsly destroyed; 50% destruction
to transformer yard; minor damage to buildings of the
northwest generator house; 2 buildings destroyed and
L buildings sustdined superfiocial damage in the house
ing area of the east generator house; 1 power plant

. .deatroyed; ,

power house and transformer destroysd; switeh yard
damaged; penstocks damaged.,

powei house destroyed; major demage to transformer
yard;: 3 penstocks cut, -

turbine building destroyed; probable major damage to
turbine eguipment; control building probable super-
ficial damage from near missess transformer and switch-
ing equipment 75% destroyed, - o S ‘

unknown damage to penstocks; power house. roof taved ‘
in; transformer yard destroyed; 9 AW positions silenced.

turbine building and control house and transformer
destroyed; probable msjor damage to turbines; 50%
structural‘damaga to spillway building adjacent to

plant. ‘

transférmer,yard appear destroyed; 1 power plant re-
ported destroyed, . . .

inoperative; control building gutted; 30% structural
damage; transformer and switching equipment all prob-
ably destroyed; penstocks damaged, :

superficial damage to the generator building but no

-apparent structural damage; other buildings showed

considersble structural damage; 2 direct hits on
power plant. .

heavy damage with smoke prsventing assessment.
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