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Soviet TASS Statement on raa& of War
“Into Laos and Camh

1. The TASS statement of 10 December is pri-
marily an official expression of concern over the
possible expansion of the war into Lacz and Canbodia.
The statement was probably evoked at this time Ly a
combination of circwwtances, the most important he-
ing statements Ly, oxr attributed to, UZ political
figurae, and extensive speculation in the US press
to the effect that the war would be expanded. |

2. Bince the White Houss mectings on Vietnanm
with Saigon sriassy officlalc in Hovember, Coviet
propaganda has shown clear apprehension ovsr the
pos:ibility of an expansion of the US war effort in
Indo-China. Soviet media have guoted statements
about Cambodiz attributed to Cenoral Westmoreland at
the time of these meetings., Thoy have also alluded
to President Zisenhover's recent comments, and have
cited the resignation of Secretary Mcilamara as in-
dicating an intention on the part of Washington to
expand the war effort. although the propaganda
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line on these astatements was not unexpected, there
does appear to be a note of uncertainty on ¥Mozcow's
part concerning US intentions regarding the war.

Thea TASE statement records at a more authoritative
level the foreboding note sounded in Soviet media over
the past several weeks, and is doubtlezs intended to
call to tus attention of US Covernment officials

the fact that Moecow iz watchling thiz situation very
closely.

3. Tne statement of 10 December alsoc serves
soviet purposes in its bllateral relations with the
two countries involved. It trades on the anxleties
of Prince Bihanouk, who has racently bean express-
zng’ﬂﬁrry over US latentions toward his country.

The Soviet statement will certainly be welcomed by
the Prince and enhance his appreciation of Moscow.

4. The TASS pronvuncement also serves Soviet
intarests in lts Laotian policy. ’vacow has Leen
critical of Souvanna Phouma who has recently been
more frank in his denunciation of the North Viet-
namase presence in northern Laoz. 3 Hoscow broad-
cast in Lao to Laos on 1 Decexber criticized Sou-
vanna in an uwnusually direct manner far his at~

titude toward the Pathet Laoc and hls acquiescence
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in ©S boubing of "the liberated areas.” The
statewent of 10 December ig at least implicitly
critical of the zaotian Covernment in that it
mentions ouly "the patriotic forees® of Laos who
are protesting against "US interforence® in the
internal affalrs of that country.

5. Yhe most recent previous official Tass
statement on the Vietnamese war was on 23 August.
It was vorded morc strongly than the present state-
went. The last effi#ial Soviet Goveraseat statement

on the war was made a ¥year ago, on 10 December
1966. It was oceasioned oy the bombing of Hanod
and was also more stiffly worded than the present
TABS statement. For instance, it called attention
to the pledge made at the Bucharest conferesnce in
July of that year that ‘volunteers® would be forth-
coming if Hanol asked for the.
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